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Echoes from the Heights

Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
www.shawneeheightsumc.org

Sunday Worship
10:00 A.M.

“Words That Speak”
Our Summer Sermon Series
For the next six weeks, through August 20th, the preaching text will be words
that were chosen by SHUMC friends and members. It will be an opportunity
to ponder familiar words once again and connect to the thoughts of others.

6020 SE 44th St.
Tecumseh KS
66542
(785) 379-5492
shumc@cox.net

Sunday, July 2nd

Rev. Barb Clinger
Cell: 785-766-4789
blclinger@gmail.com

“Enduring All Things”
Philippians 4: 10-14
Communion Sunday
Aldean Rafferty suggested these words. She shares, “These words were
meaningful at a very vulnerable time in my life. I had been diagnosed with
breast cancer and had surgery and chemotherapy and in the process a lung
was punctured which caused much pain and fear of what was to come.
These words played over and over in my mind and eased my fears.”
Sunday, July 9th
“Willing Volunteer”
Isaiah 6: 3-8
Cathy Patterson suggested this scripture. Her thought is, “This scripture is
the call to service to God and the need to care for God’s people. My father
lived this message of serving others and he passed that commitment to me.”

Office Hours
Mon-Thursday
10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Closed Fridays
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Sunday, July 16th
“The Thirst Quencher”
John 4: 4-15
Bill Clemmons recommended these relevant words. Bill claims that these
words are at the heart of our journey. “The living water, the water of life, is
what it is all about.”
I’d suggest in many ways we are each that woman at the well: thirsty. We
forget the gift we have been given. “…water that bubbles up into eternal
life.” (4:14)
Sunday, July 23rd
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“Intentional Gifts for All”
1 Corinthians 12: 4-11
Baptism Sunday
Scarlett Ford claims these words speak to her. “Far too often you (we) feel
like you (we) aren’t contributing but we each are. Everyone has gifts.” What
if we all simply used the gifts, talents, we have been given? What if we
stopped the comparisons?
Sunday, July 30th

“Celebrate”
Psalm 118: 21-25
Picnic in the Park Sunday
Carrie Rutherford relates to these words. Carrie says, “Everyday we wake
up we should embrace a moment of gratitude.” These are perfect words for
a day of celebrating who we are and whose we are. It is a casual day of
authentic worship. Join us at 10:00 at Tecumseh Park for worship, a pot-luck,
and games for kids. More details inside this issue of Echoes.
Two more “Words That Speak” will be August 6th, 13th and 20th.
Special thanks to all of you willing to share your thoughts about
“Words That Speak”
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Clarity in the Clutter

Because I asked for your prayers, it is only appropriate that I thank you for them. First,
we prayed for our Youth Mission Team. They had a wonderful experience at Red Bud, SD
at the “Tree of Life Mission.” Their willingness to share bits of their experience during
worship on June 25th helped us all better connect with them and the mission we supported.
Thanks, so much.
Second, we prayed for our Annual Conference. I would tell you The Great Plains
Conference still feels unfamiliar. There is much about Kansas East I miss and I know that
is also how folks from Nebraska and Kansas West feel. It will take time for anything that
happens at Annual Conference to have a feel of normalcy. Additionally, we have a new
bishop. Bishop Saenz is learning his way and will be much more familiar with handling the
complicated parliamentary procedure in the future. It is clear already that he is a man of
great faith. Third, we still do not know much about what is called “The Way Forward.” A
group of lay and clergy from around the globe were appointed by The Council of Bishops to
address the issue of homosexuality in The United Methodist Church. There will be a
special General Conference in 2019 in St. Louis, to hear their proposal and for delegates
to vote on it. At this point I have no clue how that might be worded. I am hearing that
“many”…whoever that is, believe that creating some opportunity for regional autonomy
may be the answer. Again, I have no clue as to the specifics. Finally, the conference voted
to continue health coverage as it is currently. That means clergy ¾ time and above will be
given a stipend to provide for their own coverage. That said, the stipend will be increased
approximately $850 to attempt to meet the cost of the marketplace in many places.
Additionally, minimum salary will be increased about $850, That math leads us to
understand that a full Elder will cost $1,700 more starting in January of 2018, just a bit
more than $140 a month.
In other news, all is well. There is a fun energy here at SHUMC. We have our
challenges, certainly. But, there is a lively faithful spirit that seems to be driving us in a
positive hopeful way. My hope is that we will all continue to show up as often as we can to
praise God in worship. My prayer is we will faithfully live out our covenant of membership
by fulfilling our financial commitments. (Many are utilizing direct deposit from their
banks. Check it out. It keeps the funds coming when you may need to be away for a time.)
Garry Scott is now serving as our part time Facilities Manager. We are hoping
another person will agree to also serve as part time FM to help Garry with the work. The
painter for the hall and rooms damaged in the spring flood has been hired. He is currently
working on another job, but should be ready for us in the weeks to come.

Cont. on page 3
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Clarity in the Clutter cont.

Additionally, we have two applicants for the Youth Director position
And I trust SPRC will be ready to consider the applications and interview the
candidates in the very near future.
As always, I encourage you to let me know of your concerns…especially
when you have health or family challenges. I am more than willing to schedule
appointments at your home or in my office. What a joy it is that we get to do
this work together. How wonderful it is that God empowers all of us to grow ever
closer to God and one another. I look forward to sharing many more moments
with you and making memories as I begin year three appointed to serve as your
pastor.
Blessings,

Barb

Worship in the Park & Pot-luck Picnic
Sunday, July 30th
Mark your calendar for a fun morning of worship, fellowship,
food and fun.
We will worship together at our usual time at a very different
place. We have reserved Tecumseh Park Shelter House. It is in
Tecumseh, north of the Tecumseh UMC, which is on 2nd St. At the dead end, turn west.
Worship Team will be providing drinks and table service for the meal.
Children and Youth Ministry Team intend to have fun summer outdoor activities for
the kids.
If you have been looking for an excuse to introduce or re-introduce family and friends
to the SHUMC faith community this is it. Worship will have a feel of church camp…and
it is certain the meal following will be much better.
Coming up…
Worship Team is planning a Mid-August Ice Cream Social/Music Extravaganza.
Stay tuned.
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Trustees
Trustees Report for June 2017
Of Note:

 A big THANK YOU goes out to Berend Koops for all his hard work and dedication to
ensure that the Kitchen Hood project was completed!
 Painting and trim work has been contracted and is underway and should be complete
very soon. This should be the last of the projects to be done to complete the cleanup
after the sewer issues in April.
 Garry Scott has agreed to fill the position of Facilities Manager – we are thankful for
his work and dedication to the church.
 We continue to try and address minor facility issues and maintenance issues throughout the church as they arise.
 Next meeting of Trustees will be Monday, August 7th, at 6:15pm
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chair

Finance Committee
June 2017 Report
The Finance Team did not meet this month. We would, however, like to remind
everyone that historically August contributions have been weaker than other months,
often placing the church in catch-up mode for the remainder of the year.
It’s easy to understand why August contributions tend to lag: We all have a lot going on.
Holiday, vacations, and summer activities all combine to distract us. Thus, this seems to
be an appropriate time to remind you that establishing automated bank payments can
be helpful in keeping our cash-flow on an even keel – even on those weekends when we
are relaxing at the lake.
Have a dandy summer!
Kem Cooper, Chairperson Finance Team

First Saturday Breakfast Buffet
July 1st, 7:30 – 10 a.m.
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Biscuits & gravy, eggs, sausage,
breakfast casserole, pastries,
fruit and more...
Free will Offering Appreciated
All are welcome!
Kids craft activity!
Crafts table featuring
patriotic & summer items.

Missions
Community Garden Blessing:
On Sunday the 9th, the music at the conclusion of worship will
send us out to our garden. Please join us as we circle around the
garden for a brief dedication and blessing. After the blessing,
we will return to the Aldersgate Room for fellowship time.

I Care
Week of July 15 - I Care will be taking part in Harvesters “Our Community Can” event
again this year. Last year over 3,000 pound of food and hygiene items were collected for
I Care from our five supporting churches and friends of I Care. This will take place the
week of July 15th, a little earlier than last year to help keep selves filled.
Grocery bags - We use over 300 plastic groceries bags each week. Clean regular sized
grocery bags are always needed.
Sunday newspaper coupons - Coupons from the Sunday paper are appreciated and used
by the “coupon lady” in helping supply needed items for I Care.
Mission Opportunities - SHUMC is responsible for providing helpers each Tuesday evening
from 5:30-7:30 pm to allow those in need who are not able to shop at the food pantry
during the day. Please contact Cathy Patterson or Nancy Ames to help out during this
time. Helpers are also needed to assist on Thursday mornings, 8:30-11:30 am!
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Women’s Ministries
UMW upcoming Events!
Please mark your calendars now!
NOODLE-MAKING SESSION - July 10th, Monday, at 5:30 PM!

(Package noodles on Tuesday.) If you can't make it at 5:30 on Monday,
please come when you can! We need to get noodles made early since the...

annual Chicken Noodle Dinner and Country Store is a month earlier
Saturday, September 23rd.
The UMW will not meet in July.

AUGUST 19th SALAD LUNCHEON, 11:00-12:30pm
in the Aldersgate Room
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER, HOLLY HEYROTH OPUNDO,
a young UMW missionary, coming from Wichita!
Holly will tell us about the Angel House Children's Home
in Tanzania, East Africa.
Please invite family and friends!
The website is: www.grassrootsangelhouse.org
Free will donation to support this worthwhile cause.
And please bring a salad to share and baby items for
Tubs of Love to benefit I Care Food Pantry.

Children’s Ministries
Come join our little ones in the nursery this summer!
We have a great group of kids!, and new books to read to them.
This Sunday morning ministry is vital to our families with young
children and fun for all. THANK YOU!
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Echoes from the Heights

Happy Birthday America!!!
PAINT—PAINT– PAINT

3’s and 4’s

We are happy to announce
that all the rooms have

3’s and 4’s

been painted. The walls
are clean and the teachers
are starting fresh with new
wall decorations, circle
time activities, birthdays,
and whatever makes the

Summer Campers

children’s day brighter and

HOL will be
closed
July 4th

happier. Some teachers
have rearranged the room.
It is amazing how happy
new paint makes everyone!!!

New Staff
Hunter Akers has been
added to our staff and
is a welcome addition.
You may see her in just
about any room as she is
filling in where needed.

New Babies

Tennis Shoes
REMINDER: Please send your
child in Tennis shoes ONLY. This
is for safety reason
as well a comfort for
your child. Crocs or,
any shoe with open
toes can be a hazard.

 Adalyn Waters born June
10. Her big brother is
Bennet in the 4’s
 Laila Rose Lambrecht born
June 15. Her big sister is
Liana in the transition
room
HOL families welcome these
new little ones.

Heights of Learning is a Ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
Contact HOL at 785-379-0766 - ask for Virginia or Joanne!
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Joys and Concerns
July Birthdays
1st
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
5th
6th
10th
10th
12th
12th
18th

20th
21st
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
25th
27th
28th

Erica Price
Amanda Williams
Kyle Scott
Robert Dennison
Talon Koops
Carli Jo Sutton
Danielle Szuba
Judy Ricklefs
Don Whalen
Janice Cordry
Shari Lambrecht
Al Camblin

Joe Bonavia
Marlene Pantos
Brenda Gonzales
Josh Haywood
Matt Haywood
Henry Mace
Don Taliaferro
Erin Brown
Rita Malloy
Steve Lambrecht
Hal Cordry
Bob Resnik

29th Larry Cranwell
29th Caitlyn McCarty
31st Drew Boyles

July Anniversaries
6th
13th
14th
14th
15th
22nd

Doug & Marlys Bennett
Jon & Christi Hardesty
Robert & Brenda Gonzales
Mike & Brenda Schirmer
Hal & Janice Cordry
Todd & Staci Fleischer

22nd
24th
24th
27th
31st

Ben & Wendy Rutherford
Joe & Eva Bonavia
Stuart & Lisa Ford
Garry & Jo Scott
Hal & Barb Hoskinson

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Lorene Cranwell
Melissa Dennison
Jan Hardesty
Melissa Lewis
Phyllis Neaderhiser
Vicky Moore

Mary Ann and Gary Newham
Lindsay Dennison Winters
Lila Zimmerman
Deloris Zink

