
Mid-Week Reflection 

August 16, 2017 

 

Dear Friends, 

 I am struggling to find the words. Sunday I offered Jesus’ words, words he 

spoke to the questioning Pharisees on the Monday of his last week.  In response to 

the question about the greatest commandment, Jesus replied, “You must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. This is 

the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.”  (Matthew 22: 37-38) 

 There is no exception. Love God. Love neighbor.  

But even before I got home Sunday afternoon I was fearful I had not said enough. 

So, today I am saying more. I do not want you to misunderstand. The foundation of 

our Christian faith is grounded on non-violent love of all. We love in response to 

God’s love. Hate is not a Christian value. It is not an American value. Acts of 

hateful violence are intolerable.  

So the horrors of the “alt-right” or “white supremacists” or “neo-Nazis” 

marching with burning torches and chanting songs of hate reminiscent of Hitler, 

cannot be ignored. We can and should pray for them. Those folks are broken and 

hurting and clearly do not understand God’s love. However, those folks, primarily 

white males, acted in ways that are horrifically reminiscent of the gatherings of 

the Nazis in Germany and the KKK, both at an earlier time in our history. Now, an 

innocent woman was killed. Many others hurt.  

We are not those people. They do not and will not represent Christianity. We 

have a guideline. We are to love. However, that does not mean excusing their 

inappropriate behavior. Often to love, means to hold those misbehaving 

accountable. That is true within our families and our community, as well as in our 

nation.  The truth is that now, minority groups including: blacks, Native Americans, 

Asians, Hispanics, Mexicans, Jews, Muslims, GLBTQ and others…are all fearful… 

 with very good reason.  

At this moment I am not certain how we as a small UM congregation SE of 

Topeka responds. I invite you to join me as we wrestle with that. What does our 

community need to embrace God’s love more fully? What do we need to do to live 

out our love of God and neighbor? 

Today and in the days to come I am going to read Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8. How 

powerful it is to know many of you will join me. Right now feels like a time of crying, 

a time of mourning, a time of throwing stones, a time of keeping silent and a time 

of hate.  The wisdom of this ancient text names and claims much more as it guides 



us to a new normal. We are reminded there is also a time for healing, a time for 

building up, a time for laughing and dancing, a time for repairing and a time for 

speaking, a time for loving and a time for peace.  

May our time be now. O God may it be so. 

 

Coming Up: 

 Saturday, August 19th 11-12:30  

UMW Salad Luncheon. Everyone is invited. Special guest speaker.  

Details in the Echoes. 
 Sunday, August 20th: 

  Introduction and blessing of our new staff members. 

  Our scripture is Psalm 23.  

The sermon is “Simple. Peaceful. Comforting.” 

 Wednesday, August 23rd 

  Church council @ 6:00 

 

 

Take time to care for yourself. Rest in God’s love. 

 Then do be the love you know our world desperately needs.  

 

      Blessings and peace,  

        Barb 
 

  
  


