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Clarity in the Clutter 

How did it get to be August already?  And why must it be so hot?   

 I do hope you have had time to enjoy the benefits of the summer. The long days 

of sunlight are amazing. And, thank God for the tomatoes that are just beginning to 

ripen. And, indeed, thank God for air conditioning. How did we ever make it without it?  

I remember the hot summer days in St. Louis. I remember my dad insisting we “open up 

the house” at night. The big attic fan sucked in the humid air and I remember the 

challenge of falling asleep on the sticky sheets. It was unbearable.  

 This summer, all these years later, with many creature comforts has felt 

particularly unbearable and I don’t think it is all related to temperature or humidity or 

climate change. The political climate has kept us all on edge. Regardless of our political 

leanings, it seems clear that this will be remembered as a unique time in our history. 

There is a sense of worry and anxiety, and even fear.  

 I have been wondering how we as Christians are called to respond. How are we to 

behave when we do not agree and we have good reasons and thoughtful arguments for 

why everyone should think like we do? What are we to do? I must admit the answer is not 

so very difficult, and yet it is. We are to do exactly what Jesus told his disciples and 

those who were not so very pleased with him to do. We are to live out the new command-

ment. We know it. Perhaps we are simply seeing so many examples of “Christians” who are 

suffering from scriptural amnesia, that we too forget how to be who Jesus taught us to 

be. I get it. At times “they” are so unlovable. At times my “neighbor” is a real pain.  

 Found in Matthew and Mark and Luke, Jesus gets “the legal expert” to answer 

his own question which was “what must I do to gain eternal life?” His answer is from the 

Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament teachings. “You must love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind and love your 

neighbor as yourself.” There it is. That’s how we tolerate the unbearable heat of this 

summer. Love God. Love neighbor. 

 In the weeks to come, I am going to be asking myself and all of you how we, as 

individuals and as a community are living that out. What obvious signs of love are we acting 

out? What are we doing to change the toxic climate in our world, our nation, our state, 

 our community and dare I say in our families. What does love look like for our weary 

neighbors? What do we and they need?     

                



Clarity in the Clutter cont. 
 

  First, love God. I remind you again one foundational way to do that is in 

and through worship. Worship. Next, commit to serve others. Need some ideas? We are 

still hoping to connect with SH Middle School to be lunch buddies.  Let me know if that 

sounds like loving a stranger to you. Then, turn to scripture. Who wants to come and sit 

and read scripture and chat about how it spoke to you?  Seriously the possibilities are 

endless but we must be intentional or they will never happen. 

 God needs us to be God’s love. Our world needs us to be God’s love.  

I refuse to be consumed with the despair and negativity. I invite you to join me on this 

great adventure of love. God so loved the world.  

How can we not respond, lovingly.  

     May we find peace and joy in the adventure,    

          Barb  
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“Words That Speak” 
Our Summer Sermon Series Continues 

The original intent was this would be a seven week series. 
Popular demand has extended it to nine.  

August 6th                       “Light: Eliminating the Stumbles”          Psalm 119: 105-112 
Cecelia Resnik chose these words. She says, “These words remind me to go to the Bible, to seek.”  
May these words encourage us as well.  

                    Communion Sunday 
 
August 13th                 “First and Greatest”             Matthew 22: 34-40 

Don Stewart suggested this scripture. He boldly claims that he believes that this sums up the 
entire Bible: Old Testament and New. Love the Lord…Love your neighbor. “Wow!! I believe this  
is the single most important statement in the Bible.”  

 
August 20th                    “Simple. Peaceful. Comforting.”              Psalm 23 

Cindy Schlink suggests this scripture has always been important to her. She claims it is one of 
the first verses she memorized as a child. “It is peaceful and calming.” And she adds, “The old  
version, the one with thee’s and thou’s and eth on the end of words is special because that is 
how I learned it.” 

 
August 27th                               “Show Me the Mercy”               Luke 10: 25-37 

Ben Grindol offers this as a late arrival to our series. He actually approached me after worship, 
three weeks into this series. Is it too late to suggest scripture to use? “I have been thinking 
about the Samaritan, the Good Samaritan,” he said. And if I remember correctly he said, 
“My goodness that story has so much to say to us today.” Indeed it does, Ben.  


