
Mid-Week Reflections 

June 14, 2017 

 

Coming Up: 

 Worship Team meeting tonight, at 6:00 

  

Janice Cordry, our administrative assistant, is taking some time off 

beginning Friday, June 16th. She will be out of the office until the 26th.  Her 

answering machine will invite callers to contact me at 785-766-4789 or email me 

blclinger@gmail.com. I am in the office Monday-Wednesday but the particular 

hours are not scheduled. If I am available I will answer the office phone.  

 

This Sunday is Father’s Day.  Don’t forget to honor or remember your dad 

and those who are like a dad to you. 

 

 I Care Garage Sale items may be delivered to Southern Hills Mennonite 

starting Sunday, June 18th in the afternoon. The sale is the 22nd, 23rd and 24th.  

This is their big fundraiser so let’s all donate those things we no longer want/need 

to this wonderful ministry  

 

 Troop 183 is leaving for their summer camp adventure on Sunday the 18th 

they are traveling to Camp Jayhawk in Oskaloosa   Please hold the scouts and their 

leaders in your prayers.  

 

 Cookbook Recipe Deadline is Tuesday, June 20th. The collection box is in our 

Gathering Area on the information desk outside the office windows.  

 

 Echoes July deadline is next Wednesday, the 21st.  

 

 Finally, do email me your “Words That Speak.”  I will be using scripture you 

select to shape the sermons for our summer series. Please include a few sentences 

to explain how this particular scripture became so important to you and your faith 

journey. Some of what you share with me will be shared on the day your words are 

the preaching text.  

 

Some Thoughts About Us: 

 You may find this hard to believe but you have been on my mind. You always 

are but it has been especially true this month and now this week. Annual 
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Conference always causes me to be a bit more reflective and this year it was 

especially so. So much is different in “clergy life” since becoming the Great Plains 

Conference. Imagine a yearly gathering that you look forward to with close friends. 

Then imagine three times as many folks at that gathering 2/3 of whom you barely 

know if at all. That’s how different it is and there is a certain amount of grief. 

Everything seemed less familiar…certainly, not like it was, and less intimate.  

 That’s really how it is with church, isn’t it? We like knowing the people, or at 

least who they are. We are comfortable with the way we have always done things. 

We are a bit uncomfortable and even disappointed and at times grumpy when what 

we were anticipating turns out to be very different.  

Many folks who study churches say that is often why churches reach a 

certain size and remain there. It is comfortable. The problem with that way of 

thinking and I am not pointing fingers, is that is not who Jesus calls us to be. Jesus 

did not say, “Go and make members who all enjoy hanging out together in a nice 

space.” What he did say and says to us is, “…go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” That’s Matthew 28: 19-

20, words the resurrected Jesus spoke to his disciples.  

So we are to be making disciples…followers of Jesus. 

 How do we do that? It doesn’t happen without some plan, some intentionality. 

During my time in Grand Island I went to a workshop lead by Dr. Phil Maynard. He 

has some clarity for us, or at least me. Keep reading…really this is good stuff.  

In the introduction to his book Membership to Discipleship, he writes, 

 “The church from time to time loses sight of what it means to serve as an 

incubator for those who would follow Jesus with ‘all their heart and soul and might.’ 

As with any highly structured bureaucracy, the church sometimes finds itself 

mired in a swamp of good intentions fossilized structures and misplaced priorities.”  

 

Kinda hurts, doesn’t it?  Maynard does offer this hope to us.  

“The way back to authentic discipleship, surprisingly, may not lie with the latest 

bells, whistles or interactive video. The best path forward may be a return to some 

of the foundational practices of the church’s history. It is less about reinventing 

the wheel and more about remembering where we came from and how to exercise 

muscles we let atrophy as we got a little too comfortable in the La-Z-Boy of church 

life as we’ve know it.” 

I invite you each to read that again. Then pray for clarity and wisdom. I will 

do the same. Together then we can do some remembering and perhaps simplifying 

as we exercise in ways we have not for far too long. I have a feeling we are stuck in 



the very first part of our mission statement.  

We do embrace God’s love. The challenge is to respond and grow and serve. 

Let’s work on that together.  

Let’s plan on making it clear in all that we do, that we do what we do, not to 

simply have more folks present or more money in the offering… but to be 

transformed into disciples and to help others do the same. I invite you to find the 

YouTube video of Francis Chan titled, “How Not to Make Disciples.”  

One final thought from Dr. Maynard…well, two. 

 *Discipleship is not just about information. It is about behaviors. 

 *Discipleship is not just about education. It is about transformation.  

 

Let’s do this. Together. Empowered by God’s love.  

 

     I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

       Blessings and peace,  

         Barb 
  

  


