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Clarity in the Clutter 

 It is that time, time when it feels that we are living at a different pace because 

we are. It is summertime; even if the official start date is weeks away. It used to be 

that “Memorial Day Weekend” marked the shift in head gear for men as they switched 

from felt hats to straw.  It also meant that women began to wear white shoes.  Now? 

I am not sure the seasons dictate our fashion norms anymore but there is a different 

rhythm.  I invite you to embrace the change and allow yourself and your family to slip 

into a casual playful mode.  

 Come to worship ready for your day. Flip flops or sandals and shorts are certainly 

appropriate. I will likely leave my robe and vestments in my office except for first 

Sundays, when we celebrate Holy Communion.  Summer is a time to kick back or at least 

change our routine. However, that doesn’t mean we need not prioritize our communal 

worship of God. Every week we will wrestle with God’s Word and re-discover how it 

relates to our twenty-first century lives. Every week we will be blessed with special 

music. Every week we will share our joys and concerns, offer our prayer of confession 

and pray The Lord’s Prayer together. If for some reason your schedule and travel does 

not allow you to be in worship, the sermon can be heard starting on the following Monday  

on our website, www.shawneeheightsumc.org.  It’s not the same, but it is something.   

 Friday, June 2nd Heights of Learning is celebrating its 30th Anniversary as a 

ministry of SHUMC. There will be a “tailgate” cookout, outside if weather permits. All 

the proceeds will help fund new outside toys for the children.  Come and enjoy the 

fellowship and the food while you support this vital ministry and get to know the parents 

and their children.  

 On Saturday, June 3rd at 11:30 I invite you to join me and the Children and Youth 

Ministry Team to offer our Youth Mission Trip a blessing and sending out.  We will 

gather in the church parking lot to pray them on their way. They will spend their first 

night in Lincoln, NE at Christ UMC before continuing to their work sight, part of “Tree 

of Life Ministry” in Mission, SD.  They will be returning Saturday, June 10th.   

 The Great Plains Conference of The United Methodist Church will be meeting in 

Grand Island, NE June 7th-10th.  I plan on having my sermon ready before I go, as I know 

there will be no time while I am there and no energy when I return late Saturday. This 

year’s theme is “Therefore Go: Know God.” Do hold all the members of our conference in 

your prayers as we gather for the first time with our new bishop, Bishop Saenz.  

 As always, let’s stay in touch. You can always call my cell 785-766-4789 or email 

me at blclinger@gmail.com. I will get back to you as soon as possible.  

 During this special time of year do find the joy.  Be playful and thank God.  

          Blessings, Barb 
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