Echoes from the Heights

June 2017

Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others.

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church
www.shawneeheightsumc.org

Sunday Worship
10:00 A.M.
6020 SE 44th St.
Tecumseh KS
66542
(785) 379-5492
shumc@cox.net

Rev. Barb Clinger
Cell: 785-766-4789
blclinger@gmail.com

Office Hours
Mon-Thursday
10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Closed Fridays
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“Words that Speak”
July Worship
depends on you…
Starting July 2nd we will begin a sermon series titled, “Words
That Speak.” The scripture that will be used for the sermons
for each of the next six weeks (through August 13th) will be
text you choose.
Because all of worship is planned around the scripture of
the day, Pastor Barb is inviting you to let her know which
scripture speaks to you now, so planning can happen for this
July-August series. Think of it this way: which story or text
is your “go to” verse? Or, which verse is your favorite? The
sermon will be crafted as it is each week around the scripture
but for this series, the scripture will be that which friends and
members of SHUMC choose.
To suggest your scripture for consideration, send the book
title as well as the chapter and verses to Pastor Barb. For
example: Romans 8: 31-38, which is my “go to” scripture.
Then write a sentence or two explaining, as best you can
why you especially like this scripture.
Email to blclinger@gmail.com. Or leave a message in the
pastor’s box, just outside Pastor Barb’s office.
You will be acknowledged as the person selecting the scripture
for the day in the bulletin. It is also likely that your thoughts
about it will be shared in the sermon. If more than one of you
select the same scripture both individuals will be recognized.
Summer is always a time to try something new. It is a time
to be a bit more playful. So, let’s have fun with worship. Let’s
learn more about one another and about “words that speak.”
Deadline for your “words” is June 14th.
Earlier is appreciated. Then we can publish who chose what
and the sermon titles in the July Echoes.

Pastor’s Page
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Clarity in the Clutter

It is that time, time when it feels that we are living at a different pace because
we are. It is summertime; even if the official start date is weeks away. It used to be
that “Memorial Day Weekend” marked the shift in head gear for men as they switched
from felt hats to straw. It also meant that women began to wear white shoes. Now?
I am not sure the seasons dictate our fashion norms anymore but there is a different
rhythm. I invite you to embrace the change and allow yourself and your family to slip
into a casual playful mode.
Come to worship ready for your day. Flip flops or sandals and shorts are certainly
appropriate. I will likely leave my robe and vestments in my office except for first
Sundays, when we celebrate Holy Communion. Summer is a time to kick back or at least
change our routine. However, that doesn’t mean we need not prioritize our communal
worship of God. Every week we will wrestle with God’s Word and re-discover how it
relates to our twenty-first century lives. Every week we will be blessed with special
music. Every week we will share our joys and concerns, offer our prayer of confession
and pray The Lord’s Prayer together. If for some reason your schedule and travel does
not allow you to be in worship, the sermon can be heard starting on the following Monday
on our website, www.shawneeheightsumc.org. It’s not the same, but it is something.
Friday, June 2nd Heights of Learning is celebrating its 30th Anniversary as a
ministry of SHUMC. There will be a “tailgate” cookout, outside if weather permits. All
the proceeds will help fund new outside toys for the children. Come and enjoy the
fellowship and the food while you support this vital ministry and get to know the parents
and their children.
On Saturday, June 3rd at 11:30 I invite you to join me and the Children and Youth
Ministry Team to offer our Youth Mission Trip a blessing and sending out. We will
gather in the church parking lot to pray them on their way. They will spend their first
night in Lincoln, NE at Christ UMC before continuing to their work sight, part of “Tree
of Life Ministry” in Mission, SD. They will be returning Saturday, June 10th.
The Great Plains Conference of The United Methodist Church will be meeting in
Grand Island, NE June 7th-10th. I plan on having my sermon ready before I go, as I know
there will be no time while I am there and no energy when I return late Saturday. This
year’s theme is “Therefore Go: Know God.” Do hold all the members of our conference in
your prayers as we gather for the first time with our new bishop, Bishop Saenz.
As always, let’s stay in touch. You can always call my cell 785-766-4789 or email
me at blclinger@gmail.com. I will get back to you as soon as possible.
During this special time of year do find the joy. Be playful and thank God.
Blessings, Barb
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Trustees
Trustees Report for May 2017
Of Note:
•

Kitchen hood project has been completed!

•

Painting and trim work is all that remains to be done for the water damage cleanup.
We have painting bids and hope to have a decision made soon and get that scheduled
and completed.

•

Sewer system update: we are working with a plumber to get a safety valve installed on the
west tank to prevent future issues.

•

Reminder that security/door codes will be changed on June 1st. All committee chairs will be
given the code. Email the church office if you need to have the code.

•

Facilities Rental Agreement has been revised and went into effect May 1st.
Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chair

Finance
For May 2017
The Finance Team met on May 24 th. It was a blessing to see that our Year-to-date contributions
and expenses have kept pace with the projected budget. This has aided us in some key areas:
We have paid 100% of our YTD Global Mission Shares. ($6,189)
We have been able to absorb many of the expenses incurred due to the “flood”. However,
we did need dip into our Bruce Price Insurance proceeds and our Capital Outlay Funds line
items. We have received approximately $5,000 from the insurance company that we are
hoping will cover the remaining expenses.
We voted to “forgive” Heights Of Learning one month’s rent due to facility loss of use during
the “flood” recovery.
Other items of interest:
Due to the closing of our local bank branch we have begun banking with Envista Credit Union.
We have acquired, and begun using, a new safe. – We are unable to maintain the old safe and
felt the increased security was to the benefit or our church members.
Kem Cooper, Finance Chair
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First Saturday Breakfast Buffet
June 3rd, 7:30 – 10 a.m.
Biscuits & gravy, eggs, sausage,
breakfast casserole, pastries,
fruit and more!!
Free will Offering Appreciated
All are welcome!

Missions
COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE:
Garden plots have been built and are ready for planting!

We received the wood as a donation from Westar Energy and the
guys have been assembling and filling them with top soil. Contact
Nancy Ames or Cathy Patterson if you are interested in using one
of the plots. Remember you can grow whatever you want as long
as it is legal!

Let’s have some fun with the Garden kickoff! We need a name
for the garden. If you think of a name—let Cathy Patterson or
Nancy know! The prize for the winning name will be determined.
(We promise it won’t be weeding.)

The garden is open to anyone in our community who wants to see something grow or
just wants to sit around and talk while they watch someone else’s stuff grow—so pass
the word! Two benches have been donated for just that purpose.
Watch the bulletin for an announcement of a blessing of the garden.

Bringing

it all

together!!

June 2017
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UMW upcoming Events!
Please mark your calendars now!
NOODLE-MAKING SESSION -- July 10th, Monday, at 5:30 PM! (Package noodles on
Tuesday.) If you can't make it at 5:30, please come when you can! The annual Chicken
Noodle Dinner and Country Store is a month earlier this year, on Sept. 23rd, due to many
conflicts in October. So, we need those noodles made!
AUGUST 19th SALAD LUNCHEON, 11:00-12:30pm, in the Aldersgate Room

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER, HOLLY HEYROTH OPUNDO,
a young UMW missionary, coming from Wichita!
Holly will tell us about the Angel House Children's Home in Tanzania, East Africa.
Please invite family and friends!
The website is: www.grassrootsangelhouse.org Free will donation to support this worthwhile cause. And please bring baby items for Tubs of Love to benefit I Care Food Pantry.
No UMW meetings in June or July.
Please keep reading! UMW Program Books are in the library.

SHUMC

50th Anniversary
Commemorative Cookbook
Share your favorite recipes
in the third volume of

SHUMC Family Cooking from the Heights.
You’ll find information packets on the information counter about how you can
contribute your recipes. There are also additional recipe forms and
a signup sheet to purchase the cookbook.

Deadline for recipes is June 20, 2017.

Youth News

Page 6

It was with regret that our Staff-Parish
relations team accepted the resignation of our
youth director, Kris Denton. Due to on-going
health concerns Kris feels it is time to step down from the position. Her
job will conclude June 15th. She does intend to continue to help out with
the youth when she is able. We are grateful for the work she has done and
will honor her later this summer, after her return from the Youth Mission
Trip and a time when many of our youth can be present.
We have begun the process of posting the position. If you, or someone you
know has a passion for youth ministry and the willingness to work with our
youth have them contact Pastor Barb: blclinger@gmail.com. Those
interested will need to complete an application form and provide a current
resume’. The expectation is weekly youth gatherings, with some exceptions,
and a regular presence in worship. Pay is currently $5,000 yearly.

Heights of Learning Preschool
6020 SE 44th Street,
Tecumseh, Ks 66542
(across from Shawnee Heights HS)

Now Hiring: Dependable person needed to work full-time.
Must be 18 with high school diploma or equivalent.
State required In-service hours
Pay based on experience
If interested please contact the office
(785) 379-0776
between 7:00 A.M- 6:00 P.M. M-F
Ask for Virginia or Joanne

Heights of Learning
News letter

JUN 2017
A Ministry of
Shawnee Heights
United Methodist Church

New Friends:

Phone: 785-379-0766
Ask for Virginia or Joanne

 Madison Post - 3s
 Charlie Underhill - 3s
 Hunter Halton - 4s
 Liam Mushock - As

Staff Birthdays

Thanks to your donations we
have new dramatic play
outfits and we love them.

 Kinley Underhill - Bs

Becky Hogan

1

Becky Davis

13

Summer camp schedule begins May 30
BREAKFAST: Is served
between 8:00– 8:30. In
order for your child to have
time to eat, they need to
be here by 8:15. The cart
goes back to the kitchen at
8:30 so the cook can clean
up and start lunch. Thanks.
WARM WEATHER has

FIELD TRIPS: Please check
with your child’s teacher for
a schedule of trips. Each
class will have an assigned
day for their trip.

HOL’s 30th Anniversary and our 2nd
Annual Tailgate Party

SUN SCREEN: Please put
sunscreen on your child
before coming to school
especially on field trip days.

arrived and your child needs
extra summer clothes in their
cubbies.

REMINDER: Only tennis
shoes can be worn. This is for
safety on the playground and
on field trips.

HOL Graduating Class of 2017

Max Kibbee
Karlynn Meyer
Delaney Sachs
Zoe Schwartz
Sadie Stegman
Elizabeth Swift

Super Tailgate
Party

Abigail Kurger
Hudson Reuter
Landry Schumaker
Maci Skaggs
Camden Swords
Triston Zandevakili

Friday
June 2, 2017
Parking Lot
(or gym)
Donations raised will be funding
outside toys.

Joys and Concerns
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June Birthdays
2nd
5th
6th
6th
7th
8th
8th
9th
10th
12th
12th
16th

18th
21st
22nd
22nd
22nd
26th
27th
28th
29th
29th
29th

Richard Denton
A. J. Hendricks
Doni Lane
Brenda Price
Denise Everhart
Aley Brown
David Denton
Will Edwards
Todd Fleischer
Nancy Ames
Evan Smith
Ronnie Robinett

Harlan MowBray II
Sean McCarty
Eric Idol
Pam Szuba
Rebecca Wempe
Robert Gonzales
Cecelia Resnik
Tom Copeland
Natalie Copeland
Christi Hardesty
Lindsay Winter

June Anniversaries
nd

2
2nd
4th
9th
11th
15th

John & Barb Clinger
J & Jan Hardesty
Steve & Shari Lambrecht
Mike & Rhonda Bass
Robert & Diann Dennison
Rex & Scarlett Ford

20th
22nd
23rd
25th
30th

Gary & Susan Naylor
Harlan & Linda MowBray II
Andy & Tonia Sutton
Henry & Karen Mace
Jeff & Barb Brown

We are in prayer as a church family for:
Lorene Cranwell
Melissa Dennison
Barb Hoskinson
Hal Hoskinson
Melissa Lewis
Phyllis Neaderhiser
Dear SHUMC family,

Vicky Moore
Mary Ann and Gary Newham
Lindsay Dennison Winters
Lila Zimmerman
Deloris Zink

Note of Thanks

Doug and I want to thank you, our SHUMC church family, for the many kindnesses you gave to us,
when we were getting ready to move. Many of you expressed best wishes to us in our new home.
I enjoyed the luncheon with several of you ladies. I appreciated the gift that the choir gave me, as a
“going away remembrance”. The lovely gift, given to me at the church service on May 7, has a special
place in our home. The reception, that you gave the choir and me, was wonderful.
Doug and I will miss SHUMC and you, its members. You have given us friendship. The spiritual help
we have gained at SHUMC, from Sunday school and from the church services has helped us on our
walk with Jesus. It is hard to find good friends, hard to leave them, but impossible to forget them. We
will never forget all of you. Thank you for everything. If you are ever out our way, please stop to see
us. Our new address is 2579 Burberry Court, Findlay, OH 45840.
In Christian love,
Wendee and Doug McVicker

