
Mid-Week Reflections 

May 24, 2017 

 

Coming Up:   

Wed. May 24th Church Council meets tonight in the Aldersgate Room as the 

work on the kitchen hood is continuing.  Everyone is always invited to attend. 

Meeting time is 6:00. Ministry Teams will share reports and plans. 

 

Looking Ahead:   

As our youth and parents with youth already know, Kris Denton, our youth 

director is stepping down effective June 15th due to on-going health concerns. Kris 

does want to stay involved and will as often as she is able. We have already posted 

the position through the conference and encourage all of you to spread the word. 

The youth meet most weeks on Sunday evening.  This part time position is currently 

budgeted at $5,000 yearly.  

 

Thoughts About Us: 

 I find my thoughts and prayers drifting to the incomprehensible. Why would 

someone choose to kill innocent people? How does anyone justify that? I cannot. 

Yet, I know they do. What is clear to me is if indeed the violence in Manchester, 

UK was terrorist related as suspected, these extremists have completely distorted 

the Muslim faith. Killing is never acceptable.  

 How is it that some get pleasure from killing and causing harm and fear?  

How broken they must be? How lost and confused and empty their lives must be to 

have filled their hearts and minds with such plots to cause such harm! 

 The question for each of us is how do we respond?  We must choose to 

respond with love. It is the foundation of what Jesus taught.  “I give you a new 

commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you must love each 

other. This is how everyone will know you are my disciples, when you love each 

other.” John 13: 34-35 
 It isn’t easy and it doesn’t mean those responsible should not be brought to 

justice. It does mean we need not fill our hearts and minds and spend our time and 

energy hating those we know did hateful things. Instead we can do and be God’s 

love. I cannot help but think that is the journey we are to be on together. That is 

the adventure of love and reconciliation we are called to be. That is how the world 

is transformed.  

 I do hope to see you all in worship this week. You may want to watch “Toy 

Story” again or for the first time if you have not. The sermon is “To Infinity and 



Beyond.” The scripture is Acts 1: 6-11.  How can that which is different not 

threaten us? How can we avoid fearing those who threaten the way things have 

always been? How can we work together, empowered by God’s Spirit?  

 May we each be profoundly aware of God’s healing presence this day and 

always. May we find peace. 

       Blessings, 

        Barb 
 

 


