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  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  

www.shawneeheightsumc.org 

Worship:  
It is what we do to praise God for all God has done. 
 

May 7th  The month begins with Music Appreciation Sunday. 
We will celebrate the final Sunday of the season for the choir…not that we are 
happy about their summer break.  Also, we will honor Wendee McVicker, our 
choir director. This will be her final Sunday as our director and accompanist as 
she and Doug, her husband, are relocating to Ohio to be closer to their 
children and grandchildren.  We will have a blessing during worship and a 
special celebration after worship.  

 The scripture for the day is Acts 2: 42-47.  
 The sermon is titled, “With Gladness and Simplicity.” 

As we do on every first Sunday, we will share Holy Communion together.   
 
May 14th  It is Mother’s Day.  

We hope many of you choose to begin your day in worship remembering 
your mother and those who were like mother’s to you. Hopefully, many of 
our SHUMC Moms will worship here on this day with families.  Look for an 
opportunity Mission Team is creating for you to gift or honor your mom 
in a special way this year.  Don Stewart, a SHUMC member, will be our guest 
preacher on this day.  

 
May 21st  This Sunday is Graduation Sunday.  

If you have a family member graduating do let the office know so we can list 
them and their school, and if appropriate, degree earned, in our special insert. 
Again, it is a great opportunity to invite family and friends to join you in worship.  

The scripture is Acts 17: 22-31 and the sermon is “The God Gene.”  
 
May 28th  This Sunday is Memorial Day Sunday.  

This is more than the official start of summer. This day honors those who died 
serving our country. It began as an attempt to heal the pain after the Civil War 
and was originally, Decoration Day as the graves of the soldiers who died in 
battle were decorated.  

The sermon is titled, “To Infinity and Beyond.”  
The preaching text is Acts 1: 6-14. 
 

Worship:  
It is the least we can do in loving response for all God has done for 
each of us and all of us.  
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Clarity in the Clutter 

 Sometimes, the clarity just does not come. I confess I am in that place now.  

There is always so much to do and never enough time to do it all, at least not well.  

And, on top of the busyness, there is so much I/we just cannot control.  So many 

unknowns.  So much waiting.  Not knowing is painful. You get it.  I know you do. It is 

perhaps the ultimate challenge for all of us: living in the wait of not knowing.  And so 

we wait and hope and trust.  We let go of what we can and we focus on that which brings 

us healing and wholeness.  

 What is it that restores my soul and calms my anxiety?  Quiet, music, family, 

Sunshine, good food and drink shared with friends with whom I need not speak — all  

that brings me around but what I have come to understand is that nothing and no one 

can restore me as fully as our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer can and does on a regular 

basis.  I do need to participate with God. I need to turn to scripture, the ancient text 

that speaks to us even now, especially now.  I need to pray to open myself to God’s plans 

and purpose for my life. I need to worship God and not all the other things and people 

that demand my attention. And, I need to receive communion to be empowered by God’s 

Spirit to make sense of life and living and be God’s love in our world.  These practices 

are what John Wesley calls, “acts of piety.” Then, the clarity and the calm comes. Then, 

even in the not knowing, even in the waiting we receive the blessing the resurrected 

Christ gave to his disciples and gives to us. “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, 

so I am sending you.” (John 20:20)  Blessed, clarified, given purpose…we are sent to make 

a transformational difference in the world.  

 On the cover page of this Echoes, the May opportunities for worship are your 

invitation to connect more fully with God who will transform each of us, so we can and 

will transform the world, or at least our part of it. We get to do this, together. We 

get to celebrate who God is and who we are becoming because of God’s unending love 

for us all.   

 Throughout this Echoes you will see opportunities to participate in “acts of 

mercy,” another Wesley understanding.  Those are all actions we take to care for others.  

So, signing up to help in the nursery; volunteering to be a “lunch buddy;” feeding the 

youth, purchasing a mother’s day card to support the Guatemala Mission Trip; bringing 

food for ICare; making prayer shawls or quilts and items UMW collects each month; as 

well as serving on ministry teams for SHUMC are all ways we make a tangible difference 

as we respond to God’s love.  

 Take care of yourselves.  Allow God to guide your growth.    

         Blessings, Barb 
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Trustees 
 
•         The Trustees have been busy recently with septic system issues and water damage. 

Thankfully the cleanup and repair has almost been completed.  HOL is once again back in their 
rooms!  We still have some painting and trim work to complete but other than that we are good 
as new.  We are continuing to work with plumbers and septic specialist to figure out how to 
ensure this does not occur again.   

•         The long anticipated kitchen hood project is scheduled to begin! The work will take place 

beginning Monday, May 15th and should be finished by the end of the week.  

•         We are hopeful to also be able to move forward with some repair work to the front entry 

way windows and wall but this has been put on hold until we can make sure all of the water 
damage and septic issues are resolved. We do have an approved bid so hopefully once those 
issues are resolved we can move forward quickly with this next project. 

•        We plan to change the entry code at all doors beginning June 1st.  This is a security issue 

and it is time to update this to ensure we are doing our best to keep our facility and those that 
work within it safe, including the littles we house every day at HOL.  Rest assured you will still 
be able to enter the church and have access to the new code as needed.  All committee chairs 
will be given the new code and anyone else that has a reason to need the code can email the 
church office and request the code as well.   

•         We are sad to see Doug and Wendee McVicker moving to Ohio.  Doug has been an 

integral part of the Trustees for the past few years.  He has recently devoted much time and 
worked very hard to help us quickly resolve the septic issues and water damage.  He will be 
missed!  
 

 

Good Grief 
 

 Anyone and everyone who has experienced a recent loss, however you 

might choose to define that, is invited to join us for this time of healing and 

self-discovery. We will meet at 6:30 beginning Tuesday, May 9th. We will 

conclude by 8:00.  The group will meet again on May 16, 23, and 30; all Tuesdays. 

 Send Pastor Barb a text or leave a voice mail @ 785-766-4789.  Our 

meeting space will be determined by the number interested in gathering.  That 

space, most likely at SHUMC will be communicated before we gather for the first 

meeting. If evenings are bad for you, communicate that as well. A daytime gathering 

is a possibility if enough are interested.  



Report Date: March 30, 2017 

Committee Name:  Finance Reporting:  Kem Cooper 

Phone:  785-267-4922 Email:  kkupr@outlook.com 

Accomplishments of Note:  The Finance Committee held February and March meetings and: 

 Reviewed the MTD Financial Reports as of February month-end: 

 YTD Income $2858 above projections 

YTD Expenses $54 below budget

 

 
  

Finance 

            Cont.  
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Finance Cont. 

 100% of Global Mission Shares have been paid ($18,566 YTD.) 

 Due to the closing of the Bank of America branch on SE 29th and after considerable  
research by Jo Scott, the team voted to begin using the Envista Credit Union branch east 
of 29th and Croco. – The primary positives of Envista include more favorable fees and    
location. 

 We reviewed new counting procedures.  Minor updates were made to match reality. 

We are using the church web site to publish our meeting minutes, weekly counters list 
and other information.  Please see the Finance Team page under 
www.shawneeheightsumc.org. 

 A new safe has been acquired for the church office. 

 Shepherd’s Staff training materials were obtained. 

2017 Goals and objectives were identified:
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Opportunity to Support 

Guatemala Bound Missionaries 

This fall, several members of our church are joining in an ODIM mission trip to Guatemala. 

We would like to support them in this mission by providing money to pay for medical 

supplies or other items the team will take with them to Guatemala to support their 

work there. Sunday May 14 is Mother’s Day and that will be an excellent time to make 

a donation to support this effort and to recognize someone special to you by making 

that gift in the name of your mother or someone else important to you. Cards will be 

provided for you to send to the person in whose name the gift was made with a note 

explaining the purpose of the gift. The cards are available on the information counter. 

It is a wonderful thing these missionaries are doing so let’s help them make the greatest 

impact with their time there.  

I Care will be taking part in “Topeka Gives” on June 6th.  
This is a time when donations given to I Care will receive a 
matching amount through Topeka Community Foundation.  
This event takes place at Fairlawn Plaza Mall.  The donation 
must be given in person the day of the event. 

I Care 

Items needed by I Care:  Grocery bags - We use over 300 plastic groceries bags 
each week.  Clean regular sized grocery bags are always needed. 

 

Volunteers - We are currently in need of some additional regular volunteers. 
     Please contact us if you are compelled to be on our team. 

 

  

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET 
May 6th,  7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Bring your mom, grandma to breakfast! 

Biscuits & gravy, eggs, sausage, breakfast casserole, 

pastries, fruit and more!! 

          Free will Offering Appreciated 
 

There will be a kids' craft at the breakfast.  

  Kids will paint flower pots and plant seeds. . .  



Page 7 

Mission - Last Items for Health Kits! 
 

May suggested donation:  Body lotion; toothpaste. 
Collection basket is in Aldersgate Room. 

THANK YOU FOR DONATING! 

Please join us for Brunch on Saturday, 
May 21st, at 9:30am as we visit 
and discuss upcoming events. 

Hostesses are:  Scarlett Ford and Vicky Moore.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 

May 2017 

Nursery Ministry 

SHUMC Nursery is Growing!  On Easter, we had 8 children in 
the nursery!  The Sunday after, there were 7!  WOW! This 
picture shows one of the rooms. In the adjoining room, 
children enjoy coloring and putting puzzles together.  
  

Our nursery children need YOUR help!  It's only 30 minutes 
on Sunday morning. Please give it a try if you haven't already!  
If you've helped once or twice, please consider helping again!  
It's fun to see these little ones grow and learn in our midst! 
  

Our children are part of our church family. When we help 
them, we are also helping their parents and grandparents.  
  

THANK YOU to ALL who have helped!!!  
Cindy Schlink  
Children's Ministry Team 

A "cookbook" committee has been formed to facilitate the publication of a 
"50th  Anniversary Cookbook" for SHUMC.   

There will be details on the information counter in the gathering area. 
Also, watch for more details in the weekly bulletin, and in Sunday’s announcement slides. 

This project will begin on May 1, and last for several weeks.  
 

Part Time Job Opportunity 
Facilities manager. Must be available during daytime hours 10 hours per month.  
Contact Vicki Claassen or Pastor Barb. 

SHUMC  

The UMW Greantville invites us to attend their Annual Spring Tea on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 1pm. 
Speakers are: Al & Mary Jo Struttman, Moburts Olive Oil & Spice Company. 



May 6 Concert Invitation 

Mitch McVicker, Christian Musician 

7:00 P.M. at the  

Free Methodist Church 

3450 SE Indiana Ave. 

Free will offering will be taken 

Mitch presents a meaningful and unique concert filled with his original 

music and his spoken messages.  Mitch is the son of Doug and Wendee 

McVicker and is still a member of 

SHUMC. He would love to see you 

at the concert. All who attend will 

be ministered to, as Mitch strives to 

bring his audiences closer to Jesus.  

Heights of Learning Preschool 
6020 SE 44th Street, 

Tecumseh, Ks 66542 

(across from Shawnee Heights HS) 

Now Hiring: Dependable person needed  to work full-time. 

Must be 18 with high school diploma or equivalent. 

State required In-service hours  

Pay based on experience  

If interested please contact the office 

(785) 379-0776 

between 7:00 A.M- 6:00 P.M. M-F 

Ask for Virginia or Joanne 
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During the week of 

Teacher Apprecia-

tion please feel free 

to take a few extra 

minutes to talk 

with your child’s 

teacher and let 

them know what it 

is that you 

appreciate about 

them. Our staff 

works very hard to 

provide a comforta-

ble and safe learn-

ing environment 

for all the children.  

We are very proud 

of their dedication 

and hard work. 

Improvements in the 

Kitchen: 

The 1st Saturday Break-

fast Group of the church 

has made it possible for 

a new and safer stove 

hood to be installed. 

During the week of the 

15th, you will see some 

construction activity in 

the kitchen area.  This is 

a much needed safety 

feature and will make 

Ms Tonya’s job a little 

easier.  

Thanks for their effort. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 1- 5 

A Ministry of Shawnee 

Heights Methodist Church 

May 2017 

Congratulations 

to Camden Sword 

who is a new big 

brother 

to Colby, 

 born April 13. 

Happy May 

Birthdays!! 

Ms Karya - 5th 

Ms Kylee -25th 

Ms Olivia - 29th  

A SPECIAL INVITATION TO ALL MOMS 

or Special Persons 

“Tea at the Heights” 

Friday, May 12 

3:00 p.m. 

Join the children in celebrating. 

Heights of Learning 

Summer Camp 

Spaces are open! 

Sign up! 

Preschool Graduation 

May 18, 7:00 P.M. 

SHUMC Sanctuary 

All Children in 

Ms Debbie’s Pka 

class will participate. 

Everyone is invited.  
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  1st   Charles Brunner 
  1st   Kris Denton 
  2nd  Christopher Hayen 
  2nd   Brooke McCarty 
  2nd  Chad Price 
  5th   Ellis Dahl 
  5th   Cathy Patterson 
  6th   Patrick McCarty 
  9th   Rusty Fulton 

10th   Shirley Brunner 
10th   Daisy Johnson 
10th   Arlene Leuszler 
10th   Ginger McCarty 
11th   Gavin Hendricks 
12th  Paige Hetrick 
13th   Hal Hoskinson 
14th   Sandy Warren 
17th   Bethany Schirmer 

18th   B. J. Clelland 
19th   Paul Idol 
20th   Darin Harris 
22nd   Kelli Tyrell 
23rd   Marty Williams 
25th   Kory Everhart 
26th   Sharla Cooper 
31st    John Clinger 

   3rd  Bill & Myra Mohr 

 19th  Jan & Carol Gambriell 

 22nd  Bob & Cecelia Resnik 

24th  Scott & Michelle Terry 

26th  Mitch & Brenda Cook 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

May Birthdays 

Thank you to all who helped with Ken’s 
celebration of life in any way — the 
services, the beautiful music, the sound 
system, the lunch— those who attended, 
called, brought food and other items, 
offered words of encouragement and 
prayers. They were all very much 
appreciated. We are so blessed to 
have a great church family.  
          Vicky Cochran 

Jo Emerson 

Melissa Dennison 

Melissa Lewis 

 

 

Vicky Moore 

Mary Ann Newham 

Gary Newham  

Lila Zimmerman  

Notes of Thanks 

     Thank You does not seem to be enough to say with what all of you have done for Eian and during 
the last few months.  I sincerely appreciate all the cards you have sent.  I think I could open up my own 
Hallmark store with all I have received.  You were so kind to help my family when they had to move me 
out of my house.  It was very overwhelming knowing it needed to be done and not being able to be 
there to help.  
     I love my church and church family.  You are always ready to rally when someone needs help.  I feel 
very lucky to be part of it. I am getting better every day.  I still have work to do but I am feeling so much 
better about what’s ahead.  I look forward to the day I can walk into the church and tell everyone  

“HI” and give you all hugs.  Love you all!                   Melissa Lewis 

Dear Pastor Barb, 
I want to thank  you and  my church 
family for the prayers and cards I have 
received the past couple of months. 
I am finally on the mend. 
              Mary Ann Newham 

May Anniversaries 

I want to thank everyone for the cards I received. I 
really enjoyed them, they brightened up the days. 
I also want to thank pastor Barb for her visits and 
for bringing the lovely prayer shawl. The ladies who 
make them do a wonderful job. Thank you.  
         Jo Emerson  


