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  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  

www.shawneeheightsumc.org 

Five Don’t Miss Sundays in April 
  

The month begins with the SHUMC UKES and the celebration of Holy Communion. 
We continue our Lenten Sermon Series, “Search Discover Respond” 
April 2nd the sermon is “Finding Something More” based on John 4: 5-14.  
 

        Palm Sunday is April 9th. The preaching text is Matthew 21: 1-11 and 
             the sermon is appropriately titled, “Arriving Humbly.”  
 

Holy Thursday is April 13th at 7:00. We will 
  remember that final meal Jesus shared with his disciples and 
   the challenges that followed. The sermon, “Too Sleepy,” is 
  based on Matthew 26: 20-27. 
 

 Easter Morning, April 16th, 
  begins early with a Sunrise Service @ 7:00 a.m. 
  The youth will be leading the service and again 
  this year we will gather at Cathy and Bill Patterson’s,   
  5825 SE 53rd Street.  
Easter Breakfast will be served at the church from 
  8:30-9:30. The Worship Team will be providing food 
  and drinks for this fellowship gathering.  

                Easter Worship will remain at our usual 10:00 time.  
 

April 23rd, Joohwa Lee, pianist, will be returning to SHUMC to provide special 
music. All who have been blessed with her music know this is much more than the 
“Sunday after Easter.”  Her music will make the day memorable. And, you never 
know…the sermon may even be worth your time. It will be “Kinetic Learners” using 
the familiar text, John 20: 19-29. 
 

April 30th is Confirmation Sunday. The Confirmands will help 
lead worship. The sermon, titled “Jesus Made Known,” will be 
based on Luke 24: 13-35. After worship a celebration meal to 
honor our Confirmation Class and their families will be shared. 
Desert and drinks will be provided by Children and Youth 
Ministry Team along with Evangelism Team. Confirmation 
families are our guests. Look for sign-up sheets to provide the rest of the meal.  
 

Our spiritual journey is quite an adventure. May we all continue to “Search 
Discover and Respond.”  May worship of God who came to us and remains 
with us be a priority at a time when much distracts. May we grow and respond.  



Pastor’s Page 
Page 2 

 If you could see my desk right now you would understand why I chose this as 

the title to my “pastoral thoughts.”  The good news for me is I have the privilege of 

working just down the hall from a wonderful holy space that offers me time to catch 

my breath, and walk away from the piles of books, pens and papers piled up next to 

the computer. I walk away and towards the One who is always ready to embrace me, 

strengthen me and give me rest. I hope you each find retreat space in your places of 

work and in your homes. I pray you find clarity in the clutter.  

 Easter is fast approaching so plans are now being made for Palm Sunday, Holy 

Thursday, and both Sunrise and our 10:00 Easter Worship services.  Additionally, I 

am excited that 8 of our youth will be working through the confirmation process and 

towards full membership in the church on April 30th.   

 I am delighted to have the opportunity to work with the youth on this great 

adventure. Many of you know we introduced them and they met their sponsors in 

worship on Sunday, March 26th. Below you will find the names of our youth and their 

sponsors.  Please include them in your daily prayers.  

 

2017 Confirmation Class and Sponsors 
      YOUTH        SPONSOR 

      Max Claassen       Berend Koops 

      Abby Fleischer       Myra Mohr 

      Lauren Fleischer      Cathy Patterson 

      James Rakestraw      Mike Schirmer 

      Sophia Rakestraw      Carrie Rutherford 

      Halley Robinett       Cecelia Resnik 

      Kelsey Robinett       Sharla Cooper 

      Rachel Swift       Scarlett Ford 
 

 In a time and culture when we often find ourselves overwhelmed and 

distracted may we find the comfort we seek. May we remember words Jesus 

spoke to his disciples shortly before he was betrayed, arrested, crucified and died.  

 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you not as the world 

gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid.”   

 May we find peace and clarity as we journey together to the cross.  

       Blessings and peace and joy, 

          Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter 
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                                            Search Discover Respond 
            Our Journey to Easter 
 

Sunday, April 2nd          “Finding Something More”   John 4: 5-14 
                 Communion Sunday 

 
Sunday, April 9th               “Arriving Humbly”    Matthew 21: 1-11 
         Palm Sunday 

 
Thursday, April 13th                “Too Sleepy”            Matthew 26: 20-27 
           Holy Thursday Communion 7:00 pm 

 
Sunday, April 16th               Easter Sunday 
         Sunrise Service 7:00 am  
             “To Be Continued” 10:00 am   Matthew 28: 1-10  

 
Sunday, April 23th                “Kinetic Learners”    John 20: 19-29 

 
Sunday, April 30th             “Jesus Made Known”     Luke 24: 13-35 
          Confirmation 
 
 
 

 

Worship Opportunities 

Flowers for Easter 
 
Again this year everyone is invited to bring cut flowers, 

potted plants or annuals to be planted in your garden on 

Easter Sunday to decorate the sanctuary.  
 

If you plan to have flowers “delivered” to the church, do 

remember the office is closed on Friday and closes at 

3:00 pm on Thursday. 
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As members of the Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church we are fortunate to belong 
to a dynamic and involved congregation that is concerned not only for the welfare of our 
neighbors – both near and far – but for our church facility.  As one might expect, the 
needs are many while resources are limited.  As such, it is important to remember that 
according to The United Methodist Book of Discipline, there are ministry teams charged with 
identifying and prioritizing our goals as well as providing the funding to support these goals.  
 

The Board of Trustees and the Finance Team hold the primary responsibility for this.  
The Trustees are charged with maintaining and updating the physical plant we call our 
church facility.  This is a large and ongoing project.  Recently, the Trustees contracted the 
work to replace the kitchen exhaust system.  The funding is in place and we are hoping that 
this project will be completed by the end of May.  The Trustees attention has now turned 
towards the next priority of addressing our church building’s front entrance.  Other projects 
will be identified and prioritized, and by focusing on specific projects we should see real 
results in a timely and positive manner.  
 

All projects and purchases, as well as disposal of property related to the church facility, is to 
be reviewed and approved by the Trustees to verify they support current priorities and fit 
within the Trustees’ criteria for our facility. 
 

One of the Finance Team’s responsibilities is to coordinate fund raising efforts to support 
the church’s prioritized projects.  Correspondingly, it is also the Finance Team’s charge to 
allocate our funds so that we receive a positive return on investment and avoid subjecting 
our congregation to continuous fund-raising activities.  All fund raising activities are to be 
submitted to the Finance Team for approval and scheduling. The team will also examine the 
activity to insure it supports a prioritized project. Understand the goal of any project is that 
it reflects our overall mission as a church.  Our mission is to embrace God's love, respond 
with love for all, grow our faith, and serve others.  So, even the work of the Trustees and the 
Finance Team is guided by our mission.  
 

Additionally, communication and coordination of the work between the various teams is 
the primary responsibility of Church Council.  Together, the church leaders can insure their 
teams are working towards achieving the Shawnee Heights UMC’s annual goals.  
 

Please understand that we welcome your ideas and participation.  By submitting your ideas 
to the appropriate team, we hope to focus our efforts in a common direction. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Vicki Claassen, Trustees Chairperson 

Kem Cooper, Finance Chairperson 

Letter to the congregation 
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Trustees 
The Trustees are now working with Muckenthaler, Inc. to get the kitchen hood project 
 completed as soon as possible.  Unfortunately the previous contractor we were working 
with fell through.  We anticipate starting on the project within the next several weeks. 
 And once it is underway hopefully it won’t take more than about a week to be completed. 
We are also working with three contractors on bids to repair and replace windows and 
improve the structure around the main entrance.  This is a project we weren’t anticipating 
but found had to be done before we can move forward with updates to the entry and 
gathering area.  As a group, the Trustees are continually evaluating the church building 
and grounds and working to ensure that the facility is maintained and improved upon 
when possible; all while being fiscally responsible and following the mission of the church.  

Missions  
The Missions and Outreach Team is looking for individuals to take over the  Topeka Rescue 
Mission. Contact Cathy Patterson or Nancy Ames if you are interested. 
 

There are sign-up sheets in the narthex for people interested in having a community garden 
and another for those interested in participating in the Lunch Buddies program at the Middle 
School.  Please think about these worthy efforts and sign-up if interested so we can gauge the 
congregation interest.   These are not firm commitments, only a measure of interest to 
determine if we should pursue them further.  

GREAT - UNIQUE - COOL - FUN! 
Would you enjoy volunteering but would rather work "behind the scenes"?   Would you like using 
your organization skills to sort donation items and organize storage areas?  Would you know the 
difference between "treasures" and "everyday" items?  Would you enjoy camaraderie with like 
minded volunteers?  Are you looking for a way to serve but not quite sure where or how?  
 

Believe it or not, performing any of those above tasks benefits the Mission greatly not only by helping 
get the multitude of donations that come in everyday sorted and to the location they need to go to be 
given away or sold, and the $$ that is received through resale helps Mission programs, but each item 
can be invaluable to a guest. For example that purse you may have handled to send to the Boutique: 
 

That purse someone purchased at the TRM Boutique on the Boulevard helped fund TRM Ministries, 
that provided Dennis and his daughter, Susie, shelter, food, and training, that helped Dennis be able 
to find a job to support himself and Susie, and they were able to move into stable housing. 
 
 

If you have been blessed with the interests, skills or desire listed above, Topeka Rescue Mission 
Ministries would love for you to join its developing, core group of volunteers at The Warehouse 
(206 NW Norris) and at the Boutique on the Boulevard (upscale store at 3400 SW Topeka Blvd opening 
April 21st)!  If you are looking to develop these skills or just love sorting donations and seeing other 
peoples' "treasures", please give us a call at 357-4285 and ask for Volunteer Services or email 
afreeze@trmonline.org.  Warehouse volunteers needed Monday through Friday, 9am-noon/1-4pm. 
Boutique volunteers needed Tuesday through Saturday, 9am-noon/1-4pm. 



 

 

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET 

April 1,  7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

      Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

44th & Shawnee Hts. Road, Tecumseh 
 

PUBLIC WELCOME 

Biscuits & gravy, eggs, sausage, breakfast casserole, 
pastries, fruit and more!! 

 

         Free will Offering Appreciated 
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Mission - Health Kits. 
Suggested donations for April:  Soap; Deodorant. 
Please place donations in the basket in SE corner of Aldersgate Room. 
THANK YOU FOR DONATING! 
 

This is a new book in our Library (UMW section)!   

Slowing Time   Seeing the Sacred outside Your Kitchen Door, by Barbara Mahany 

Season by season, the author shows us how she finds God through quiet times 
in our everyday world.  So much to be discovered and enjoyed in moments of 
stillness.  Blessings! 
 

More books and reviews on next page. 

Crafts table will feature spring 

and Easter crafts!  

Next Noodle-making session will be Monday, April 3rd, 
at 8:30 AM, and packaging the next day.  A sign-up sheet 
for flour and eggs is posted on the UMW bulletin board.  
Thank you for donating and participating!  

No April meeting.  Next meeting will be May 20th.  

April 2017 



 

  Reviews from the UMW Library 
 

Called to the Fire by Chet Bush    (Leadership Development) 
 This is the story of Dr. Charles Johnson, a young preacher fresh out of Bible college, who 
became a voice for justice and equality in the segregated South.  He was the key witness to take the 
stand in the trial famously dubbed the "Mississippi Burning" case.  His story of love, conviction, 
adversity and redemption is a riveting account of a life following the call of God and the fight for 
justice and equality. 
 
Remember Dippy  by Shirley Reva Vernick  (Youth Book in Nurturing for Community) 
 Johnny knows his summer will be a disaster when  1) he finds out that his mother is leaving town 
for the summer for a breakthrough job in upstate New York and 2) he will live with his 
Aunt Collette on the condition that he helps out with his autistic older cousin.  Dippy is a gawky, 
awkward kid with strange habits, but when the two boys save a bully from drowning and share girl 
troubles, Johnny ends up having the summer of his life. 
 
Just For Today by Saint John XXIII   (Children Book in Spiritual Growth) 
 Taking his first communion, seven year old Angelo Roncalli declared, "I want always to be good 
to everyone."  Years later, he would become the beloved Pope John XXIII.  This book is a celebration 
of love and humility and a wonderful reminder of the importance of living each day fully. 
 
Sally Ride, America's First Woman in Space by Lynn Sherr  (Leadership Development) 
 Sally Ride made history as the first American woman in space.  After leaving NASA, she 
co-founded a successful company promoting science literacy and education for children, especially 
girls.  This is a rich biography of a woman whose life intersected with revolutionary social and 
scientific changes. 
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Don’t Miss the 10th Annual 
“Music...Just What the Doctor Ordered 

Sunday, April 2, 2017 at 3 PM  
First United Methodist Church, 600 SW Topeka Blvd, Topeka, Kansas 

Featuring the musical Talent of: 

 Dr. Grace Morrison 
 Dr. Steve Crough 
 Dr. Paul Kindling 
 Dr. James Hamilton Trio 

 D. Kurt Knappenberger 
 Dr. Scott Teeter 
 Dr. James Ransom 
 Dr. Mary Franz 

And Dr. Mark Synovec, Emcee 

No admission charge. A free will offering will benefit low-income uninsured residents of 
Shawnee County served by Health Access and our community partners. 

 
For more information, please call the Shawnee County Medical Society HealthAccess Program at 235-0996. 

 

Special  thanks to our corporate sponsors: 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas, Cosmopolitan Club of Topeka 

 Federal Home Loan Bank, GraceMed, St. Francis Health, Stormont Vail Health, Shawnee 
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You only have until Sunday, April 2nd  
to order your burritos! 

The order form is located on the information desk in the entryway. 

The Youth will be delivering on April 23. Proceeds will go towards the 

Youth Mission trip to South Dakota. Thank you for your support! 

Children and Youth Ministries 

The Youth Group Meets 

Sundays, 6-8pm in the 

Youth Place! (4th - 12th grade) 

All Church Crock Pot Casserole Pot Luck Luncheon 
Sunday , April 30th 

The Youth and Evangelism teams will be sponsoring an all church 
Luncheon following the April 30 Confirmation Sunday services. 

A sign-up sheet will be available later asking for casseroles, salads and 
vegetables. Cake, ice cream and drinks will be furnished by our teams.  

We hope everyone will participate in this wonderful celebration. 

We are now accepting applications for the  

       Boyd and Helene England Scholarship, 

which is awarded each year to a full member 

of SHUMC planning to attend vocational school, 

junior college or college. For information and 

application, please contact Janice at shumc@cox.net 

or call the church office.  
  

(The deadline for submitting applications is April 16.) 

It’s that time of year… !  



Dillons’ Community Rewards Program! 
Have you enrolled in Dillons’ Community Rewards?  
Dillons’ Community Rewards is the perfect partner for 

Shawnee Heights UMC because you can easily donate to the 

church just by doing your normal grocery shopping each week. 

There is no cost to enroll and enrollment in this program will not affect your fuel points or 

coupon discounts. You can earn rewards for SHUMC almost every time you shop at Dillons’! 

http://dillons.com/communityrewards 
 

To enroll, there are instruction sheets on the counter in the narthex that will take you 

step-by-step through the enrollment process. Join the families who are already making a 

difference at SHUMC just by grocery shopping! 
 

Remember to check the bottom of your Dillions receipt to make sure you are 

signed up to donate to SHUMC as part of the Community Rewards program. 

If you are not or need help signing up, please see Lisa Ford.  
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Celebrate Easter with food for Easter dinner for those in need living in the I Care 

Food Pantry Service Area. (South of 6th Street and East of Kansas Avenue.) 

April 8, 2017 2:00 - 3:30 pm (while supplies last.) 

Important Logistics 

 Meal Fixings to include potatoes and ham 
 

 Must show photo ID and current piece of mail with current address. 

 Food drive will not effect other visits to food pantries 

 No Proxies 

 Bring your children with you for games and Easter egg hunt. 

 Follow sign for Mobile Food Drive and parking and events of the afternoon. 
 

Sponsoring Churches of I Care 

Berryton UMC 

Highland Park UMC 

Shawnee Heights UMC 

Southern Hills Mennonite Church 

http://dillons.com/communityrewards
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May 2017 Newsletter 

 

 

Heights of Learning 

HOL CLOSED  

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH 

The children will have an Easter Egg 

Hunt on Thursday, April 13 

3:00 p.m. 

New Friends  

Welcome to  

Landan Ellsworth -  B/A 

School 

Liana Lambrecht starting in 

the Transition Room 

AND Mr. Carl—the fish 

What is happening at HOL! 

SUMMER CAMP 

 

Flyers for Summer Camp 

are now available to 

be picked up in office. 

Summer Camp is on a first 

come, first serve basis. 

There are ONLY 28 spots 

that can be filled.   

He Is Risen!!! 

“...the women 

found the stone 

rolled away from 

the tomb, but when 

they entered , they 

did not find the 

body of the Lord 

Jesus.”  Luke 24 

Happy Birthday!! 

Ms Tonya 

April 10 

We appreciate the 

good food she fixes 

for us!! 

Heights of Learning 
A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

Call (785) 379-0776 for information - Hours of Operation 7:00am-6:00pm 

School Day Out - April 17 

Book Orders Due April 5 DPQ62 

 

 The Week of the Young Child 
April 24th - 28th 

 

Mon. Music 

Tues. Tasty 

Wed. Working Together 

Thurs. Artsy 

 Fri. Family 
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    1st   Bob Fulton 
   2nd   Nicolas Simerl 
   3rd   Bill Clemmons 
   7th   Nancy Engler 
 10th   Kristan Smith 
 10th   Allison (Sutton) Speck 

11th   Berend Koops 
13th   Mike Bass 
13th   Bethany Hendricks 
18th   Gary Naylor 
20th   Barb Brown 
20th   Samantha Koops 

April Anniversaries 
    29th   Ray & Mina Haywood 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

April Birthdays 

Notes of Thanks 

I want to thank all my church family for the 
support, cards and love I have received during 
the last couple of months. 

I really don’t know what I would do without 
each of you….thanks so much!!  
                          Vicky Moore 

Jo Emerson 
Scarlett and Rex Ford 
Melissa Dennison 
Debbie Kling 

Melissa Lewis 
Vicky Moore 
Mary Ann Newham 
Lila Zimmerman  

Together we mourn the loss of church member, 
 

Kenneth Cochran, who died Sunday, March 5, 2017. 
A Celebration of Life honoring Ken 

was held in our sanctuary, Friday, March 10th. 
Our prayers are with Vicky and their family and friends. 

Thank you so much for the finals care package that you sent 1st semester! I am sorry 

this card is so late, but I have just been very busy. The care package meant a lot and I 

appreciated it very much. All of the food definitely did not go to waste. Again, thank you! 

                  Cassidy Copeland 

I wish to thank everyone for their kind 

words and cards as we mourn the loss 

of my sister, Lois Zeisler.  The suddenness 

and finality of her passing is hard to 

grasp. Your support is appreciated. 

      Lowell Noragon 


