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Lent Begins! 
 You can bet we won’t find that as scrolling 
breaking news or a pop-up on our news feeds. 
Regardless of how this season of the church  
is dismissed by the secular world, Lent is a 
formational time for each of us as we take time to return to 
God. It is to be a time of growth which makes sense as Lent 
comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means 
“spring.”  Lent, forty days, not counting Sundays, begins with 
Ash Wednesday on March 1

st
.   

 Our Ash Wednesday Service will begin at 7 P.M. in our 
sanctuary. I consider this service to be the most moving, and 
most intimate of all the worship opportunities we experience 
throughout the church year. It marks for us a beginning of spiritual 
preparation for Easter. The United Methodist Book of Worship 
explains, “Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we 
confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God and the 
community of faith.” The ashes are a sign of our mortality as well as 
our repentance, our intentional return to God and away from all that 
separates us from God.  
 
Our Lenten Sermon Series: “Search Discover Respond”  
 I have been lost more than once. I have also lost or misplaced 
all sorts of possessions. This sermon series is a journey that should 
feel familiar to most of us. When we are lost or have lost something 
the search begins. Sometimes that search is frantic. Sometimes we 
encounter all sorts of challenges and obstacles. In time, with 
persistence, we discover or find our way; or manage to locate that 
which was missing.  When we do, we celebrate. Then we happily 
respond.  
 It is a process. It is a Spiritual Journey. 
         Search  Discover  Respond  
 There will be postcards for you to pick up and share with 
family and friends beginning Saturday, March 4

th
. They will be 

available at the First Breakfast and at worship, as well as on our 
information desk in our gathering area.  
 Repentance is a journey. Finding our way when we are lost 
is never easy. The forty days we are given to open ourselves to 
God’s transformational work in our lives offers us opportunity to 
change.  We have work to do.          Search  Discover  Respond  
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 I always look forward to Lent. I know that is a bit weird.  Lent is a drab and 

challenging season. It is a time of self-reflection and an increased dedication to move 

closer to God. No wonder there are few, or more likely no Lenten hymns any of us wants 

to break out singing. No wonder the stores quickly fill with all things pastel and the 

shelves that were filled with heart shaped chocolates are now all about bunnies and eggs.   

 We want to hurry to Easter and the celebration of the risen Christ, but what I 

have come to know is that Easter is just one more family gathering unless we walk the 

road to the cross once again.  Unless we admit what a mess we are and embrace God’s 

love and gift of life, Easter is one more chocolate feast and an invitation to pack on the 

pounds. 

 It does not have to be that way. I invite you to join me as we journey together 

to Easter. Doing so is much more than marking time off the calendar. The path to 

Easter, Lent, is an opportunity to be made new. N.T. Wright in Lent for Everyone writes,  

“Whenever God does something new, he involves people—often unlikely people, 

frequently surprised and alarmed people. He asks them to trust him in a new way, 

to put aside their natural reactions, to listen humbly for a fresh word and to act on 

it without knowing exactly how it’s going to work out. That’s what he is asking all of us 

to do this Lent.” 

We are invited again to do and be something new. We are to humbly listen and be 

open to possibilities we cannot imagine. May we trust in a new way. 

I have a suggestion. Let’s start a couple of small groups for Lent. It would be 

great to have one group meet during the day and another in the evening.  Sign-up sheets 

for the groups are in the gathering area on the information desk. Groups can start 

whenever and meet wherever.  I am ordering 10 books to get us started. We can order 

more. We will need a couple of facilitators to open with prayer and lead the 

discussion.  Let me know if this is something God is nudging you to do.    

 I am convinced that we, as a community of faith, will grow when we as 

individual followers of Jesus grow. We grow by allowing God to do something new with 

 us. Let’s hold off on the chocolate bunnies and eggs for a time.  Let’s journey together.  

See you in worship.  

        Blessings for the journey, 

          Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter 
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                                                  Search Discover Respond 
            Our Journey to Easter 
 

Wed. March 1st    “Take the Detour”    Joel 2: 1-2 & 12-17  
           Ash Wednesday--7:00 
 
Sunday, March 5th   “The Alternative Path”   Matthew 4: 1-11 
        Communion Sunday 
 
Sunday, March 12th              “Sudden Storms”    Matthew 8: 23-27 
 
Sunday, March 19th “Revolutionary and Appropriate”            Matthew 9: 9-17 
 
Sunday, March 26th          “Seeing in the Dark”             John 3: 1-9 & 16-17 

Confirmation Class 2017 

Adult and Youth Informational Meeting: 
 Immediately after worship on Sunday March 12th we will gather in the sanctuary 

to discuss plans and expectations for this 2017 group of confirmands.  

We will meet five week nights.  Our first meeting will be Wednesday, March 29th from 

6:30-8:00.  At the March 12th meeting we will discuss other options for meeting other 

than Wednesday.  Additionally we will be meeting Saturday, April 8th from 9:00-2:00.  

Mark your calendars now for that. 

 Confirmation Sunday will be April 30th.   

 

Confirmation Sponsors: 
 There will be a sign-up sheet starting March 5th for SHUMC members to fund a 

new CEB for one of the youth working to be confirmed. The Bibles will be presented to 

the youth prior to worship on March 26th.  That is the Sunday after Spring Break, so if 

a sponsor or youth will be out of town we will still acknowledge the gift and present the 

Bible to them on the first meeting, Wednesday, the 29th.   

 Additionally, the Sponsors will be invited to attend at least one of the classes and 

share a brief conversation with the youth about their faith journey. If partners would 

like to sponsor a youth together that would be great. The sponsor-youth relationship will 

be revealed on the morning the Bibles are presented. The hope is new intergenerational 

relationships will grow from this shared time.  

Worship Opportunities 
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The Trustees met for the first time of the new year on 1/9/17. We welcomed three 

new members: Garry Scott, Ellis Dahl and Sharla Cooper, joining Marlene Pantos, 

Lowell Noragon, Doug McVicker and Vicki Claassen.  New leadership for the upcoming 

year was elected as well. 
 

The Trustees are committed to getting the kitchen hood project done this spring. 

We have had a contractor out to look at the windows and entry doors and south 

wall in the gathering area. The stability of this area is something that needs to be 

taken care of before the flooring and painting can be done. 
 

Tom Copeland has been hired as the custodian for the church and will be cleaning both 

the church and HOL now.  We are still accepting applications for the facilities manager 

position.   The Trustees will meet again on March 13th. 

Trustees 

Finance 

The Finance Team met in February and was pleased to see that 2017 is off to a good 
start with contributions exceeding the monthly forecast while operating 
expenses were at forecasted amounts. 

Other items of note: 
 We made our first month’s scheduled Mission Shares payment. 
We are also upgrading the office safe in which mailed-in contributions are 

 stored until the following Sunday. 

Training videos for the church membership software -- “Shepherd’s Staff” 
 are being purchased. 
We continue to review and fine-tune the weekly procedures for counting and 
 depositing contributions. 
You can find on-going updates from the Finance Team on the church web site at:  

www.shawneeheightsumc.org/committees/finance 

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org/committees/finance


 

FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET 

March 4th,  7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

      Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 
44th & Shawnee Hts. Road, Tecumseh 

 

PUBLIC WELCOME 
Biscuits & gravy, eggs, sausage, breakfast casserole, 

pastries, fruit and more!! 
 

Free will Offering Appreciated 
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Della Lamb donations for UMW District Meeting on March 5th:  Children's socks and 
underwear. Please place items in the basket on the information counter in entryway.  
 

Mission Minute 
HEALTH KITS: 
  *March:  Comb Or Brush 
                                 Shampoo 
Collection bin is in Aldersgate Room.  Thank you for donating! 
 

The UMW SATURDAY BRUNCH MEETING will be March 18th at 9:30 in Wesley Suites.  
Hostesses will be Ladonna Grindol and Mae Jean Shandy.  
 

THANK YOU TO ALL who participated in 

UMW Sunday and the delicious Italian meal 

that followed!  Thanks to Pastor Barb for 

providing the sermon and tying it together 

with the history of UMW.   

Thanks to Carrie and Hap Rutherford and the other Italian casserole, breadsticks and 

dessert makers.  Thanks to Merta Fulton and Brenda and Mike Schirmer for the 

beautiful music.  And thanks to everyone else who set up, cleaned up and chatted.  

The Italian Dinner donations added significantly to the kitchen fund, and we enjoyed 

ourselves as well. It was a glorious day!  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXh0QlpVAP0AY5CJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzM3A2ZWU5BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM1ZGQ2NzNlN2E2Njk4ZDFkNGU0MjViYmFkMjAxYTQ4YgRncG9zAzkxBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DBreakfa
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Children and Youth Sponsored 

Chili and Soup Cook-Off 

Sunday, March 5th 

immediately after worship in the gym! 

For all who love to cook—we invite you join us as we hold our annual 
Chili and Soup Cook-off! The big day is March 5th, right after worship.  
 

Bring your favorite chili or soup to be shared and tasted by all and judged 
by our team of judges. Prizes will be awarded to the top three places in 
both the chili and soup categories.  
 

Please note: 
 The desserts will be provided by the youth.  

 

A freewill offering will be collected with the proceeds going to the 
Youth Mission trip to South Dakota this June. 

 

Invite your family and friends! We will have a lot of fun and fellowship 
and would be pleased if you would join us.   

The Youth will be selling homemade burritos! 

If you’d like to purchase these delicious treats, order forms 

will be available March 26th through April 2. The Youth will be 

delivering on April 23. The proceeds will go towards the Youth Mission 

trip to South Dakota. Thank you for your support! 

Children and Youth Ministries 

The Youth Group Meets 

Sundays, 6-8pm in the Youth Place! 
(4th - 12th grade) 



Dillons’ Community Rewards Program! 
Have you enrolled in Dillons’ Community Rewards?  

Dillons’ Community Rewards is the perfect partner for 

Shawnee Heights UMC because you can easily donate to the 

church just by doing your normal grocery shopping each week. 

There is no cost to enroll and enrollment in this program will not affect your 

fuel points or coupon discounts. You can earn rewards for SHUMC almost every 

time you shop at Dillons’! 

http://dillons.com/communityrewards 

 

To enroll, there are instruction sheets on the counter in the narthex that will 

take you step-by-step through the enrollment process. Join the families who 

are already making a difference at SHUMC just by grocery shopping! 

Mission Opportunities 
The Missions and Outreach Team is looking for individuals to take over the  

Topeka Rescue Mission and Breakthrough House programs.  
 

Contact Cathy Patterson or Nancy Ames if you are interested in taking over 

either of these important community programs.  
 

All are welcome to join us for our Missions meeting the 4th Thursday 

of each month, 6:30 pm in the parlor! 

The Venturing Leadership Award is presented by councils, to Venturers and Venturing 
Advisors who have made exceptional contributions to Venturing and who exemplify the 
Scout Oath and Scout Law. 

Beth Elsey Robinett and her daughter 
Kelsey Robinett received the 2016-17 adult 
and youth Venturing Leadership awards for 
Boy Scouts of America Jayhawk Area Council. 
They are the first mother daughter team to 
ever receive this honor in Jayhawk Council’s 
history. Proud day at the Robinett house! 

Church Members Receive Awards 
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March 2017 Newsletter 

Heights of Learning 
A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

Call (785) 379-0776 for information 
Hours of Operation 7:00am-6:00pm 

‘YEA FOR  SPRING.” 

Those are the words we 

are hearing from our 

kiddos. They are anxious 

to get outside and run. 

March brings lots of fun 

activities and teachers are 

busy with plans for the 

first day of Spring on 

March 20th.  Don’t forget 

to change clocks -spring 

forward March 12. 

Chili Feed and Auction 

March 10th 

4:00 - 7:00 PM 

The bidding for gift baskets, 

made by each class, will go on 

display March 3. 

 All are welcome to join HOL 

for dinner and fun! 

We are welcoming back 

Ms. Courtney Wyer and 

Ms. Emily Flory.  They 

have worked for HOL 

in the past. We are so 

happy to have them 

back with us.  

 

Our Nursery teachers 

and friends have been 

getting acquainted with 

Miss Evelyn Johnson.  

She is a happy addition 

to our  center as is  Mr. 

Bennett Waters who will 

be joining the Fours.   

Congratulation to 

Delaney Sachs who 

is a new “big” sister.  

Her brother Everett 

was born Feb. 13 , 

6# 5 oz. 
 

What is happening at HOL! 

New Friends and New Staff and New Baby 

School Days Out               SUMMER CAMP 

 Flyers for Summer Camp will 

be available during spring 

break. Summer  Camp is on 

a first come, first serve basis. 

There are ONLY 28 spots 

available each week. 

Spring Break 

March 20—24 

School will not be in session 

Friday, March  17 

Remember to signup  your 

child in gym for days out.   

 

“My mission in 

life is not merely 

to survive, but to 

thrive; and to do 

so with some 

passion, some 

compassion, 

some humor, and 

some style.” 

Maya Angelou 

Heights of Learning 
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  3rd Charlotte Bonjour-Chase 
  5th Zeke Zimmerman 
  6th Dave Engler 
  8th Bob Clelland 
  9th Michelle Terry 
 10th Dusti Johnson 
 12th Myra Mohr 
 13th Jan Gambriell 
 15th Mary Ann Newham 
 18th Aldean Rafferty 

19th Cloeva Idol 
20th Dustin Denton 
21st Staci Lambrecht 
24th Jacob MowBray 
27th Brenda Kling 
28th Lauren Fleischer 
29th Kem Cooper 
29th Matt Mohr 

March Anniversaries 

10th   Lowell & Barb Noragon 

25th   Mark & Beth Robinett 

28th   Keith & Pam Szuba 

Jo Emerson 

Scarlett and Rex Ford 

Melissa Dennison 

Debbie Kling 

Melissa Lewis 

Vicky Moore 

Mary Ann Newham 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

March Birthdays 

 

Notes of Thanks 

Hey! Thank y’all so much for my care 
package! Great snacks and everything 
was delicious. Thanks so much! 
           Mallory Copeland 

Thank you to the Shawnee Heights United 

Methodist Women for the Valentine card. I 

hope you enjoyed making the cards as much 

as I enjoyed receiving mine. Thanks for 

thinking of me. Bless you all.  

      Phyllis Worthington 

Thank you for thinking of us on our 50th 

anniversary and for the gift to Missions  

in our honor.     Shirley & Charles Brunner  

Dear congregation members,  
Thank you for supporting Troop 183 during 
our annual Scout Sunday lunch. We are so 
grateful to be a part of SHUMC.  
Scouts and Leaders of Boy Scout Troop 183 


