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Office Hours  

Mon-Thursday 

10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 

(785)-379-5492  

shumc@cox.net 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 A.M. 
6020 SE 44th St. 

Tecumseh KS  

Rev. Barb Clinger 
Cell: 785-766-4789 

blclinger@gmail.com 

Wednesday Evening Communion 

Every Wednesday evening in February 

from 5:00-6:00 Holy Communion will be 

served in our sanctuary.  Come and pray 

and receive the empowering strength 

Christ offers us again. Remember all 

are welcome to our table. Invite your 

family and friends to join you on this 

spiritual journey of transformation.  

Following worship you are invited to enjoy a lovely Italian Dinner. 

Plan to come and enjoy a delicious homemade Italian Dinner on 

Sunday, February 12th, after church. The menu includes:  ravioli, 

chicken tetrazzini, lasagna, salad, breadsticks, desserts and 

beverages. Diners will enjoy the music of Brenda and Mike Schirmer. 

 Reservations are requested so we know which dining area to use. 
 

Number of guest sign-up is encouraged but not required. You’ll find a 

signup sheet on the information counter in the entryway, or you can 

contact the church office at 785-379-5492 or email shumc@cox.net. 

A freewill donation will be appreciated. 
 

We look forward to serving you for this fun annual event! 

SHUMC United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Women Sunday 

February 12th we will honor 

and celebrate the leadership of 

UMW here at SHUMC and globally.  

  Embracing God’s Love. Responding with Love. Growing our faith. Serving others. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  

www.shawneeheightsumc.org 
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 After encouraging you, and me, to be more intentional about our “acts of piety,” 

the month of February is turning out to be a wonderful time to do so and return to 

God’s embrace.  Every Wednesday evening from 5-6 we will share the sacrament of 

Holy Communion together in our sanctuary.  Mark your calendars and do something 

you may not have ever done before.  Imagine how we as a faith community might 

transform. Additionally, both on February 5th and February 26th we will be celebrating 

the sacrament of Baptism. What a blessing to us all.  And, on February 19th we will be 

receiving new members.   

 Remember, all month we are focusing on “Belonging and Becoming: Embracing 

Whose We Are and Who We Are to Be.” Connecting to a faith community is not one 

more duty of being a good person or a good citizen.  Connecting to the church, being 

part of a faith community, empowers us as nothing else does.  It is transformative.   

 Also, I always feel like February is the return to the work of the church.  Church 

Council will meet for the first time on Sunday, February 5th immediately after worship.  

We will gather in the Wesley Suites. Everyone is welcome, committee chairpersons 

should be there or a representative from their ministry team. I am looking forward to 

hearing the plans for 2017 and the steps we will take to live out our mission to 

“Embrace God’s love, Grow our faith, Respond with love for all, Serve others.”   

That is who we are and that is what drives all that we do at Shawnee Heights UMC.  

 One other thing…plans are now penciled in for a 2017 Confirmation Class.   

I have attempted to contact parents of all youth, 5th grade and older who have not yet 

been “confirmed.”  Remember, our understanding is we Baptize children and promise 

to help them grow their faith until they are ready to make the commitment to become 

a United Methodist and faithful Christian on their own. Confirmation is the time that 

occurs. If you know a child that should be included, do let me know.  It is likely we 

will begin after spring break.  I will be sending out details later this month and the 

information will be included in the March Echoes.   

  

       Blessings and peace, 

            Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter 



 Worship Opportunities 

February 2017 Page 3 

Belonging and Becoming:  
Embracing Whose We Are and Who We Are to Be 

 
Sunday, February 5    “Shine”    Matthew 5: 13-16 

                                 Communion Sunday and Baptism 
  

If we read this text carefully, we will understand, we are to be “spicy” or at least 
flavorful. We are to illuminate the goodness of God in all we say and do.  It is the old 
“salt and light” metaphor. We are called to make a wonderful difference in our world.   

   
 
Sunday, February 12   “God’s Co-workers”   1 Corinthians 3: 7-9 
                         United Methodist Women Sunday 
 

How different would our lives, our families, our faith community…heck, our world 
be if we understood that we are in this life to work with God and compliment God 
and everyone else? Maybe we all have a role to play, but that role is not “leading 
by any means.  

 
Sunday, February 19   “Love Radically”   Matthew 5: 38-48 
                         New Member Sunday 
 

The challenge of becoming who God intends of us to be is annoyingly present in this 
Gospel text. We are to live differently. We are to do the difficult work of loving even 
those who do not love us. Jesus suggests when we do, we will be acting as children of 
God, our Father in heaven.   

 
Sunday, February 26  “Fake News of the First Century”  2 Peter 1: 16-21 

   Baptism 
 

It is somehow reassuring to know that even the people of the First Century struggled 
to discern what is true. This letter, likely written in Peter’s name, was in response to 
much cultural tension because of profound changes to the status quo Christians were 
making. We are to be different, grounded in what is no myth, but the reality of Jesus’ 
life and death and resurrection.  

 
Wednesday, March 1   “Take the Detour”   Joel 2: 1-2 & 12-17 
        7:00 Ash Wednesday Service 
 

This service invites us to “repent” which means to admit both who we are and 
who we are not and return to God’s loving, guiding embrace. We do so as God’s 
beloved, God’s forgiven.  
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FIRST SATURDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET 

February 4th,  7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Crafts table featuring Valentine crafts  

PUBLIC WELCOME  

      Free will donation appreciated 

We will Not have a regular meeting in February.   
 

Feb. 27-28 at 8:30am will be the first noodle making session in the Wesley Suites 
and Aldersgate Room. All women and men are encouraged to come lend a 
hand!  Ten dozen eggs and ten bags of flour are needed.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet on the UMW bulletin board. Thank you for your donations and participation! 
 

New Reading Program books are on the library shelves! Please stop by the library 
and check out a book and grow in faith and understanding.  

The UMW will be collecting of items for Health Kits 

for Bishop's Roundup against Hunger in November. 
During January and February, we would appreciate 
donations of bath towels. Please place bath towels 
in the bin in Aldersgate Room. Thank you!  

Missions 
 

Missions Wants YOU! 
 

You don’t need to be on the Missions Team to be a part of the effort. All you need is 

a passion or an idea for mission or maybe God is whispering in your ear.  Join us!  

You don’t have to come to every meeting.  If you cannot make the meeting, send 

an email to a team member and we will talk about it.  If you need help putting 

your idea into action, we can help plan or identify resources or just be the world’s 

best cheerleaders.  
 

Contact Cathy Patterson, Nancy Ames or the church with your idea and let’s see what 

we can make happen. We meet on the fourth Thursday each month at 6:30 pm 

in the parlor.  

Mission Opportunity 

A new signup sheet for TRM is now on the bulletin board We would 

appreciate anyone who would like to sign up for the upcoming months on 

the 2nd Saturday of every month, from 3:45-5:45 to serve dinner at TRM. 
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Children and Youth  
 

For all who love to cook — We invite you to be in ministry with us as 

we hold our annual Chili, Soup & Dessert Cook-off! The big day is Sunday, 

March 5, right after worship. Bring your favorite chili, soup & desserts  to be 

shared and tasted by all and judged by our team of judges. Invite your family 

and friends too! We have a lot of fun and fellowship and would be pleased if 

you would join us. Please have chili and soup prepared in a slow-cooker. Bring 

an extension cord too if you can.  
 

The Youth will be selling homemade burritos! If you’d like to purchase these delicious treats, 
order forms will be available March 26th through April 2. The Youth will be 
delivering on April 23.  

The Youth are planning a mission trip this summer to the 

Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota.   

 The trip is being planned for June 4-10, 2017.  All church members are invited to join the youth 

in this ministry.  Please contact Kris Denton if you are interested in participating in the trip or 

assisting the Youth in other ways as they coordinate this ministry. Cost for participation in the 

mission trip is anticipated to be $100 for youth and $150 for adults. There is a sign-up sheet on 

the Youth room door for those interested in attending. Sign up and a commitment of 50% of the 

anticipated cost ($50 for youth, $75 for adults) will be due to Kris by February 19.    

Finance 
The Finance Committee met in January 2017 and reviewed the December 2016 and 2016 
year-end Financial Reports and learned our giving for the month was up $1,368.68 over our 
forecasted budget; while our year-end giving was only ($541.65) short of our annual budget 
for 2016.  We were able to pay 100% of our Mission Shares in 2016.  Our next meeting will 
be February 8th and we plan to review January Financial Reports.  
 

General Fund Giving Details 
 

January - $19,253 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
February - $14,352 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
March - $15,035 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
April - $14,026 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
May - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
June - $16,055 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
July - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
August - $12,727 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
September - $17,573 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
October - $17,772 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
November - $15,103 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
December - $16,061 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

Total for 2016 - $190,458 received on a budgeted forecast of $191,000  
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  It is hard to believe January has come to an end!  We have many activi-

ties planned in February, weather permitting.  

 Valentine’s Day: The children have so much fun with this celebration. 

Please check with your child’s teacher for information about the party. 

 February 7 @ 10:00 AM: Happy Bear will be giving a presentation for 

the Pre K A & B and 4’s classes. Please look for an information letter. 

Please let us know if you do NOT want your child to participate or if you 

would like to join us.  

 Do you want to make paying daycare easier? We offer ACH (automatic) 

payments. If you are interested, please let the office know. We can send 

the form home with your child.  

 COMING IN MARCH: Our annual Chili Feed and Auction on March 10. 

Each classroom will prepare a basket to be auctioned off. We will need 

your support with donations for these baskets. Check with your child’s 

teacher for the theme. 

 Just a few reminders: Please make sure your child has 2 sets of weather 

appropriate clothes at the center. If you have any HOL clothes, please re-

turn them ASAP. Jackets are a MUST. 

 Inclement weather: If USD 450 (Shawnee Heights) is closed HOL will 

also be closed.  If we have bad weather while school is out, we will post 

our closing on Channels 13 or 27.  It will be posted between 6-6:15 a.m. 

February 2017 Newsletter 

Heights of Learning 
A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

Call (785) 379-0776 for information 
Hours of Operation 7:00am-6:00pm 

Heights of Learning 

 
School days out in February: 
 

   Monday 13th , Thursday 23rd & Friday 24th 

Happy birthday 

2/9 Ms. Andrea 

2/10 Ms. Katelyn 
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    4th Rusty Simerl 

    6th Todd Grindol 

    9th Andrea Simerl 

  10th  Ladonna Grindol 

  14th Carrie Rutherford 

  17th Vicky Cochran 

  20th Diann Dennison 

  21st Nicholas Bonavia 

21st Kaitlyn Scott 

23rd Jo Emerson 

26th Vicki Claassen 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Joys and Concerns 

February Birthdays 

Vicki Cochran 

Scarlett and Rex Ford 

Melissa Dennison 

Melissa Lewis 

Vicky Moore 

Note of Thanks 

Dear SHUMC, 

Thank you for your donation to Troop 183. We are so 

grateful to receive a portion of your “Christmas Eve 

offering.” This will help our scouts attend Summer 

Camp this year.   
 

 We are blessed to be a part of SHUMC. 
 

Scouts and Leaders of Boy Scout Troop 183 



 

Echoes from the Heights 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
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Tecumseh, Ks 66542 

shumc@cox.net 

www.shawneeheightsumc.org 


