
Belonging and Becoming:  
           Embracing Whose We Are and Who We Are Becoming 
 

 Soon, if not already, the Christmas decorations will be boxed up and 
we will be on with our routines. Although the “Wise Men’s” arrival won’t be 
celebrated until January 1st and the actual day of Epiphany is January 6th, we 
are often done with the whole baby Jesus thing by then.  Aren’t we?  Why is 
that? Are we so driven by the secular world?  Are we so ready to move to the 
next “holiday?”  
 This year, in worship and beyond, my hope is we will work together to 
avoid forgetting both “whose we are” and “who we are to become.” This year 
may we not forget the gift we have been given as the year progresses. 
Throughout most of January and February we will wrestle with the idea of God 
claiming each of us, and loving us all, no matter what.  We will also focus on 
how we respond to such a possessive powerful faithful God. Doing so, we are 
changed people, transformed to transform the lives of others. So, lean in.  
Clear your calendars. Prioritize spiritual growth. 
 We are all busy with many things. 
  Some are not negotiable but others…? 
 What if we each named improving our relationship with God through 
Jesus as #1 on our list of resolutions? What would that look like?   
 It would be easy to recognize as it includes what John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, called acts of piety.  It means we will pray intentionally. 
So, schedule it. Put it on your calendar. Set a reminder, until it becomes part of 
the rhythm of life. It also means we will read scripture. Again, intentionally 
scheduled. Third, worship changes from something we do on occasion, when it 
fits into our schedule, and becomes so much a part of our living that life feels 
incomplete, like something is missing without it. Finally, we are to receive 
communion as often as possible.  To facilitate that, each Wednesday evening, 
from 5-6, starting January 25th we will share Holy Communion. The sanctuary 
will be open for prayer, some background music will be playing and the pastor 
will be present to serve you and your family and friends.  Some call this a 
“come and go” communion. You may sit and pray and ponder and receive the 
“bread of life” and “the cup of forgiveness” when you are ready to do so.  
 Why would we do this? Why would we schedule prayer and read 
scripture? Why would we delay our Sunday activities to attend worship? 
Why would we make a special trip to the church to receive communion…on a 
Wednesday?  Because, if we keep living and doing what we always have, we 
will not become who God intends for us to be. We can be so much more.  We 
can become.  How great is that? 
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                    Happy New Year to each of you!  

May 2017 be a year of new life. May it bring peace and understanding, justice and 

joy for us individually, as a faith community, as a denomination, a state, a nation 

and as a world community. I am convinced that with open hearts and God’s help 

we will experience God’s goodness even in our moments of trial.  

 

2016 was a year of progress and stability for Shawnee Heights UMC.  At a time 

when many individuals and institutions in our country are struggling with economic 

instability, we remain in a good position. We have adjusted our budget and our 

staffing and are living within our means.  And, we are generous. We gave over 

$1,200 for our Christmas Eve offering: $600 for ICare and $600 for Troop 183. 

It also means we are for the first time in a very long time able to pay our “mission 

shares” to the denomination. More importantly it means that many family units are 

faithfully contributing to SHUMC fulfilling their “estimate of giving” as well as giving 

their time and talent in many leadership roles. That commitment is an indication of our 

growing commitment to God, through Jesus. It is a sign of our faithfulness.  

 

In this edition of Echoes you will find the elected leadership and the ministry teams.  

My hope is that each team will take time at their first gathering of this new year to 

outline realistic measurable plans for the coming year. It is important that we plan for 

events and activities and fundraisers way in advance so many can join us in our work. 

It is also important to plan ahead so we avoid calendar conflicts within the church and 

so SHUMC events can be a priority on our personal calendars.  

 

I want to thank you again for the privilege of serving as your pastor. We have shared 

much. May we continue to be intentional in our worship of God who never gives up on 

us and always calls us to become more. I look forward to times shared as we move 

closer to God and one another in the days to come.  As always, do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

       Blessings and peace, 

            Barb 

Clarity in the Clutter  
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Sunday, January 1 “Change of Plans” Matthew 2: 1-12 
 Epiphany Sunday and Communion 

This is the day we celebrate the arrival of the “Wise Men from the East.” Again, Joseph 
learns that what they thought would be true, their plans, had to change.  Soon they would 
be living in exile. How do we cope with unexpected and necessary changes in our plans? 
Can we trust God to guide us through our detours? Indeed.   

 
Sunday, January 8 “No Preferential Treatment” Acts 10: 34-36 

Peter says, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people 
over another.”  Have we?  In our age of “fake news” and terror threats, do we understand, 
that as Peter claims, whoever worships God and does what is right is acceptable…? How 
might our lives and this church, our nation and this world community be transformed if we 
lived as if we too learned what  Peter did? 

 
Sunday, January 15 “Stop. Enough.” 1 Corinthians 1:  
               10 & 17-18 

Again, the challenges of the ancient world speak to those of us living in the twenty-first 
century. Paul boldly speaks, “Agree with each other and don’t be divided into rival 
groups.” We have work to do. Much.  We will celebrate the baptism of Raylan Koops, son 
of Samantha and Berend. 

 
Sunday, January 22 Guest Preacher: Paul Cleland, Lay Speaker 

 
Our New Series: Belonging and Becoming: 

Embracing Whose We Are and Who We Are to Be 
 
Sunday, January 29 “Because” Matthew 5: 1-12 
 This is Scout Sunday.  The Scouts will help us with much of worship. 

We will again ponder the wisdom and relevance of what we call, “The Beatitudes.” Jesus 
had so much to teach and teaches us still. Make plans to stay after worship for the scout 
“Potato Bar.”  

 
Sunday, February 5 “Shine” Matthew 5: 13-16 
 Communion Sunday 

If we read this text carefully, we will understand, we are to be “spicy” or at least flavorful. 
We are to illuminate the goodness of God in all we say and do.  It is the old “salt and light” 
metaphor. We are called to make a wonderful difference in our world.   
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Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees held their final meeting of 2016 on December 12th.  Trustees approved the 
cleaning and waxing of the gym floor, which will be shared between the church and HOL. The kitchen 
hood project has not received a definite date, but the contractor will be given some dates to work with 
over the next few months. Brenda Price coordinated carpet repairs in the sanctuary, which have already 
been completed.  Thanks Brenda!!  Other business items discussed included mowing contracts for 2017, 
the hiring of a joint custodian and a facility manager, and lateral field repairs.  The Trustees would 
encourage anyone who is interested or might know of someone to apply for the facility manager 
position. Please talk to one of the Trustees if you have questions.   

Finance 

General Fund Giving Details 

   Year To Date through November we are $1,875 short of our forecasted giving. 

 January - $19,253 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
 February - $14,352 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 March - $15,035 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 April - $14,026 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 May - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 

 June - $16,055 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 July - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
 August - $12,727 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 September - $17,573 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 
 October - $17,772 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
 November - $15,103 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

New Easy-Pay Program! 
 

Have you ever been in one of these situations? 
 

 You’ve just found your favorite spot in your favorite pew and have decided to prepare your regular offering— 
        only to remember you left the checkbook back home on the kitchen table. – Groan!!! 
 

 You are enjoying a weekend getaway to visit some relatives and you are struck with the realization that you 
        haven’t sent in your offering. – Aaaarrrggh! 
 

It’s happened to all of us and we all feel a bit guilty because we feel like we’ve let the church down. That’s part of 
the reason the Finance Committee encourages us to work with our financial institution to set up regular automatic 
payments to the church. Of course, there are other reasons as well: 
 Establishing regular, automated payments helps us develop a disciplined habit of making our church 

 giving come first. 
 Regular, automated payments are a great step towards following a budget in which the church retains a 

 high priority in your life. 
 Regular payments, by all of us, helps the church monitor and follow its budget. 
 

In most cases, setting up automated payments through your bank or credit union is a fairly straight forward process.  
And, in order that we might assist you, we have published instructions on the church website  for our most commonly 
used financial institutions.   
 

Please visit the website for more information: http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org.  Click on the Committees tab and 
go to the Finance page.  

http://www.shawneeheightsumc.org
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Church Council 
 Ryan Johnson (17), Chairperson 
Recording Secretary 
 Brenda Kling (17) 
Lay Leader 
 Mae Jean Shandy (19) 
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 
 Bob Resnik (19) 
 

Staff Parish Chairperson 
 Bill Patterson (17) 
Finance Chairperson 
 Kem Cooper (18) 
Treasurer 
 Jo Scott* 
Financial Secretary 
 Janice Cordry* 
Board of Trustees 
 Elected by Trustees 
      Memorial Sub-Committee  
 Scarlett Ford (18) 
Nominations and Leadership 
 Barb Clinger, Pastor* 

Administrative Teams 2017 

  Lay Leadership and Development  
 Barb Clinger, Pastor* 
 Mae Jean Shandy, Lay Leader (19) 
 Melissa Lewis (18) 
 Myra Mohr (19)    
 Christy Hardesty (18) 
 Rex Ford (17)    
 Ben Grindol (18) 
 

  Board of Trustees    
 Chair to be elected by Trustees 
 Lowell Noragon (17)   
 Marlene Pantos (17) 
 Doug McVicker (18)   
 Vicki Claassen (18) 
 Sharla Cooper (19)   
 Ellis Dahl (19) 
 Garry Scott (19) 
 

 
 

 Staff Parish Relations   
 Bill Patterson (17), Chairperson 
 Doug Bennett (17)     
 Kelly Badenoch (17) 
 Bob Clelland (18)    
 Lisa Ford (18) 
 Bob Resnik (19)    
 Carrie Rutherford (19) 
 

  Finance Team     
 Kem Cooper (18), Chairperson 
 Jo Scott, Treasurer* 
 Janice Cordry, Financial Secretary* 
 Ryan Johnson, Church Council Chairperson (17) 
 May Jean Shandy, Lay Leader (19) 
 Bill Patterson, Staff Parish (18) 
 Mark Rakestraw (17) 
 Stu Ford (18) 
 Jeff Claassen 
 

     *Paid positions 

Boy Scout Representative 
 Garry Scott 
Children and Youth Team 
 Andrea Simerl (18) 
Children and Youth Director 
 Kris Denton* 
Evangelism Team 
 Brenda Kling (18) 
Heights of Learning  
 TBA 
Mission Team 
 Cathy Patterson/Nancy Ames (19) 
Nurture Team 
 Carrie Rutherford (18) 
Technology Team 
 Doug Bennett (17) 
Worship Team 
 Mina Haywood (18) 
Youth Representative 
 Lauren Fleischer  
Pastor 
 Rev. Barb Clinger* 
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Program Area Teams 2017 

 
Children and Youth Team:  Andrea Simerl, Chairperson 
 Kris Denton*  Cecelia Resnik  Rusty Simerl 
 Cindy Schlink  Rhonda Harris  Marian Rakestraw 
 Tabby Johnson Sharon Bolyard Berend Koops 
 Allison Speck  Shannon Swift  Jason Swift 
 
Evangelism Team:  Brenda Kling, Chairperson 
 Cloeva Idol  Paul Idol  Garry Scott 
 Melissa Dennison Bob Fulton  Merta Fulton 
 Mike Schirmer  Brenda Schirmer Kellie Siebert 
 
Nurture Team:  Carrie Rutherford, Chairperson 
 Jan Hardesty  Bill Clemmons  Charles Brunner 
 Shirley Brunner Scarlett Ford  Myra Mohr 
 Linda Neukirch Jo Emerson  Bill & Judy Samuelson 
 
Mission Team:  Cathy Patterson/Nancy Ames, Co-chairpersons 
 Natalie Copeland Tom Copeland  Jeff Brown  
 Diann Dennison Kristi Wilson  Corinne Denton 
 Todd Fleischer  Staci Fleischer 
 Vicky Moore  Barb Brown 

 
Technology Team:  Doug Bennett, Chairperson 

Bob Resnik  Kem Cooper  Christi Hardesty 
Jon Hardesty  Lisa Ford  Linda Boleski 
Janice Cordry 

 
Worship Team:  Mina Haywood, Chairperson 

Barb Noragon  Aldean Rafferty Marlys Bennett 
Wendee McVicker Henry Mace  Teri Criqui 
Karen Mace  Carolee Dahl  Mason Claassen 
Ben Grindol  LaDonna Grindol   

Church Leaders 
The leaders of this church, our elected chairpersons, have a passion for the ministry area 
they feel called to serve. Some of you may be surprised to find your name on a Program 
Area Team. The hope of the Committee of Nominations and Leadership is that you will 
give it a shot.  Several of us felt you could and would be a blessing to many to serve in 
this manner. Also, if anyone wants to serve on a Program Area Ministry Team, simply 
contact the chairperson. Doing so does not require a vote or approval. Only membership 
of Administrative Teams requires Church Council approval. 
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It’s time to think about this year's mission trip! 
We will be going to Redbud Reservation in 
South Dakota from June 4th through the 10th. 
I need to find out pretty quickly how many  are 
interested in going. 
 

A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway leading 
the nursery. Our deposit is due by Saturday, March 4, so please add 
your name to the sign up sheet or notify me by February 28 if you 
plan to go on the mission trip. If you think you would like to go but 
aren’t sure you will be able to, go ahead and sign up now. Your reser-
vation won’t be locked in until you make your payment on Tuesday, 
February 28. I can only estimate costs at this point, but my best guess 
is that cost for the youth will be around $100, and adults $150.  
Again, this is just a guess. 
 

If our fundraisers are successful, it will be less.  Thanks!   
      Kris Denton, Youth Director 

Youth Ministries 

Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Thank you to everyone who came out to the Streets of Bethlehem.  It 
was a great way to spend time with family and friends.  Thank you to 
everyone who shared their time and talents by manning the booths 
and helping with set up and tear down.  A special thanks to our 
“actors” who helped bring the streets to life and assist guests.  It was 
a fun time for all who attended.  Visitors and participants learned 
about city life and occupations during Biblical times. Thanks again. 
          Sincerely, the Youth and Children’s Ministry Team 

Streets of 
 Bethlehem 

Shawnee Heights UMW 

The December UMW meeting was cancelled due to bad weather.  
  

JANUARY 21, 2017 – 9:30 a.m. at the church. Diann Dennison will 

present the program, which will be the new books for our reading 

program. They will be available for checkout. We are also going to 

be doing some planning for the upcoming months and welcome 

everyone’s input. Hostesses are Diann Dennison and Barb Hoskinson. 
  

Please join us to start a new year of Shawnee Heights UMW!  



Page 8 January Events 

   Scout Sunday and Annual Scout Lunch 

   First Saturday Breakfast Buffet 

January 7, 2017 - 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 
6020 SE 44th SE Street, Tecumseh 
  

Breakfast casseroles, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, biscuits & gravy, 
sausage/bacon, fruit, breakfast pastries, and lots more. 
 

PUBLIC WELCOME 

Freewill Donation Appreciated 

  February Events  

Saturday, Feb 4 

 First Saturday Breakfast Buffet. 7:30 - 10 a.m. 

Sunday, Feb 12 

 Italian Dinner 
 11 a.m. - Freewill donation appreciated  

Friday, Feb 24 

 Heights of Learning Chili Feed - TBA  

Sunday, January 29, 2017, 11 a.m. 

You won’t want to miss out on the traditional  

Super Size Baked Potato & Salad Bar with all the fixings, 

and Hotdogs, Homemade Chili, Drinks  and Dessert!   

A freewill offering will be collected with the proceeds 

going to support Scout Troop 183.   

“Good News!! This year you DO NOT need to re-select 
Shawnee Heights UMC (#86711) as your Dillon's Community 
Rewards partner. The program now allows you to continue using the 
same Community Rewards partner choice after January 1. After 
January 1, please check the bottom of your Dillon's receipt to see if Shawnee Heights UMC is 
your Community Rewards partner. Instructions are available on the welcome center for 
those needing to enroll.” 

   Dillons Community Rewards Program 

Visit our website www.shawneeheightsumc.org for a full listing of calendar activities.    
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      HOL is will be closed January 2, 2017  

Happy New Year! Hope your holidays have been full of joy and blessings. 
We are excited to begin new adventures in 2017.   

 

School Days Out: Jan 3, 4  and Jan 16 
 

Please send your children’s coats and hats. Weather permitting we will go 
outside as per requirements by licensing.  
CLOTHING:  Please make sure your child has 2 sets of weather appropriate 
clothes at the center.  We NEED for any HOL clothes to  be returned ASAP.  

Inclement Weather: If USD 450 (Shawnee Heights) is closed HOL will also 

be closed. If we have bad weather while school is out, tune into Channels 

13 or 27. It will be  posted between 6:00-6:15 A.M.   
 

Ms. Kea Darr is our new cook assistant/sub teacher.  She worked for HOL 
years ago.  Please make her welcome.  

January 2017 Newsletter 

We would like to announce that Joanne Myers is our 

new assistant director.  Ms. Joanne has been here for 

11 years and graciously came back after retiring this 

summer.  She is a prefect fit for us. 

Heights of Learning 
A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

Call (785) 379-0776 for information 
Hours of Operation 7:00am-6:00pm 

Happy birthday 

Ms. Karli 13th 

Ms. Daphnee 26th  

Field trips 

will be scheduled 

as weather 

permits and will 

be announced.  

The HOL Gift Shop for Mom and Dad was a great success 
(and a lot of fun).  

 

 We would like to thank everyone who donated wrapping supplies, 
gift items and candy/snacks.  There was a great selection of gifts for the kids 
to choose from for their Mommies and Daddies.  
  Thanks to everyone who helped set up the store, and all the elves 
that worked at the store.  
  The kids loved it, the teachers thought it was wonderful and 
Santa's helpers had lots of fun.  
  

Thanks to everyone, 
Heights of Learning Board  

Heights of  

    Learning 
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January  Anniversaries 

 3rd    Jeff & Vicki Claassen 

18th   Keith & Pam Moeller 

27th   Larry & Lorene Cranwell 

   1st   Doc Criqui 

   3rd  Amber Scott 

   3rd  Michael Sutton 

   4th  Gary Newham 

   5th  Mason Claassen 

   5th  Patty Lane 

   6th  Ken Cochran 

   8th  Jeff Claassen 

  10th  Stuart Ford 

  10th  Susan Naylor 

  10th  Brenda Schirmer 

  11th  Stephanie Denton 

  11th  Katelin Mohr 

  14th  Steven Denton 

  15th  Emily Smith 

  19th  Carol Gambriell 

   20th  Andrew Johnson 

  21st  Wendy Rutherford 

  22nd Jeff Brown 

  22nd Pam Moeller 

  23rd  Mark Robinett 

  24rd  Tyler Gonzales 

  27th  Freddie Ford 

  29th  Rhonda Bass 

  29th  Christian Price 

  31st  David Iwig 

We are in prayer as a church family for: 

Joys and Concerns 
January Birthdays 

Scarlett and Rex Ford 

Melissa Lewis 

Vicky Moore 

Cathy Patterson 

Note of Thanks 

A big thank you for the beautiful quilt. I am humbled to be included 

to receive one of these wonderful quilts. But I do appreciate it. 

Your talents do show up from coordinating the material for the 

blocks, to the detail workmanship put into each one. And all the way 

to the finished product. I can’t express my thanks enough for the 

amount of time involved to complete this quilt. I hope to cherish this 

for many years. 

       Charles Brunner 


