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Greetings friends,  

 Today I invite you to join me in prayer for the thousands of people in 

Tennessee and the SE struggling with the horrific wild fires.  So much devastating 

loss of property and it will be decades before the forest returns.  I am thankful 

that as of this writing few lives have been lost, but I imagine the death toll will 

rise in the days to come.  

 I also invite you to pray for The Ohio State University community as they 

continue to process the violence on campus Monday morning.  May they find support 

and healing in the days and weeks to come. It is difficult to comprehend what was 

going on in the heart and mind of the young man who chose to cause harm to fellow 

OSU students.  If he was motivated by Islamic Extremist groups or ideology, we 

must remember that those actions are not an accurate reflection of the followers 

of the Muslim religion any more than certain Christians protesting military funerals 

are representatives of our Christian faith. 

 Additionally, do pray for the many in Brazil who are now mourning the loss of 

a beloved soccer team.  As of today, there is no conclusive evidence of the cause 

of the mountainside crash that claimed the lives of more than seventy. 

 Each of these events reminds us how quickly our lives and the lives of others 

just like us, can change.  Also, once again we saw and heard the stories of sacrifice 

and bravery.  Fire fighters and officials of the communities impacted by the fire 

and smoke are working so hard put out the fires, rescue individuals and to provide 

for those who have been evacuated and those who have lost much. In Ohio, a 

University Police Officer was put in the position of shooting and killing the student 

determined to cause much harm to many.  First responders rushed in to tend to 

injuries and transport the wounded to hospitals. Doctors and nurses cared for and 

continue to care for those as they journey through the emotional and physical 

challenge of recovery.  And on the mountainside in Columbia, rescue workers and 

medics found four survivors in the dark and mud at the crash site. Now, they 

continue to dig through the shattered plane to respectfully recover the bodies.   

 And so…we do pray for healing and hope and restoration for many.  

I suppose the cynic among us might ask, so…where is God in all of this suffering.   

My short answer is: in the middle of it all. God is with those in shelters throughout 

the SE as they wonder if their home will be spared.  God is with the fire fighters 

and those overseeing the strategy of the windswept fires.  God is with the 

students and faculty, the wounded and the distraught, the entire OSU 



community…Muslims and Christians and even atheists, if they would choose to 

notice.  God is on that mountainside even today and with the grieving families in 

Brazil as they wait for the body of their loved one to be returned home.   

 I don’t know what challenges you may be facing this day.  What I do know is 

no matter what, God will be with you.  God does not do the bad stuff to us.  God 

carries us through it.  God sits with us when we cannot take the next step.  God 

wraps us with a loving embrace we cannot fully explain until we are strengthened 

and able to stand and move forward once again.  Do take time to pray.  Make time 

this day and work to make your prayer time a routine in each day.  Doing so we each 

move closer to God and one another.  

  

 Tonight Church Council is meeting at 6:30.  Everyone is invited.  Committee 

Chairs, if you will be unable to attend, do send someone to the meeting to report on 

your behalf.  

 Saturday is our “First Breakfast.”  Do come for the fellowship and encourage 

your friends and neighbors to come as well.  Many of you will be working to feed us, 

so the least the rest of us can do is show up and generously make a donation.   

 Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent.  It is the “Peace” Sunday of 

Advent. We could sure use that.  The sermon is “Peace in Our Chaos.” The text is 

Matthew 3: 1-12. It is that classic scene when John the Baptist calls out the 

religious leaders and calls them, “children of snakes” or the more familiar, “brood 

of vipers.”  Ouch.  Good thing John didn’t have a twitter account.  We will share 

the Sacrament of Holy Communion together.   

 

 When you come to the church…check out the “Angel Tree.”  Try not to 

overthink the gift suggestions.  Just make a purchase that feels right to you and I 

trust the people of YWCA will figure out how to match gifts with the appropriate 

people.  Also, soon we will have info about an I Care family we are adopting and 

their hopes and needs.   

 

Check your email for the Echoes today and for goodness sake, read it.   

I am grateful for each of you and continue to hold you in my prayers. 

 

       Blessings and peace for the journey, 

          Barb 


