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It Is a Most Wonderful Time of the Year:  Advent through Christmas 
 

 This year we will be celebrating Advent more traditionally. That means the scripture 
readings will be from the Revised Common Lectionary, and this year, our “church year” 
begins with four reading from the Gospel according to Matthew, as it is “Matthew’s Year.”  
 The choir will share music each week that moves us closer to Christ’s coming, and 
each week we will light Advent Candles to symbolically remind us of our journey.  There  
is comfort in the ritual of our gathering to remember and to move forward.  

Advent is waiting for that which we already have. Advent is a time of preparation. 
Adventus, the Latin root of the word Advent means “coming.” So, this season, this time of 
waiting calls us each to proclaim the comings of Christ, whose birth we prepare to celebrate 
once again, who comes continually to us in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final     
victory we anticipate.   

 It is a journey.  It is our journey again this year.  

 In the busy-ness and the preparations for family gatherings and gift 
exchanges, may we take time for the ultimate gift. May we truly celebrate the 
coming of what we already have, and yet…anticipate. May we each remember 
and welcome the Christ Child once again. It is journey of love. The impossible 
becomes possible. The darkness is shattered by the Light.  



Greetings from My Spiral Notebook 
Clarity in the Clutter 

 Page 2 

Clarity in the Clutter 
 There are moments when reality exceeds our expectations. That was the 
case November 20th.  Months ago, Stu Ford suggested he would be happy to tell the 
stories he knows about the families who donated the stained glass windows in our 
sanctuary. I remember asking him if he would be willing to create a booklet so we 
would have a record of those who came before us for years to come. He and Lisa 
graciously accepted the challenge.  
 During worship new booklets were passed out to each family in attendance 
and Stu shared several stories.  What a great way to celebrate our history and 
insure it will be carried into the future. We each owe Stu and Lisa Ford a huge 
“thank you” for the gift they created for us. If you were not here, there are copies 
on the information desk in our entrance/gathering area.  Please just one per family.  
 Funding for the project was made possible because of our “Dillons Cards.”  
So, if you have not yet chosen Shawnee Heights as the recipient of your points from 
Dillons, please do so.  Go to www.dillons.com/communityrewards  I am sure we will have 
unbudgeted requests in the future and we will again be able to take action because all 
of us took time to sign up.  
 The second amazing moment came just after worship when we hung the new 
paraments our quilters made as part of our “Hanging of the Greens.” Again, months 
ago when they were here working on quilts I asked if they had thought about replacing 
some of our aging paraments with something they could create.  I think they doubted 
their abilities and thought I was overly optimistic.  We are enclosing a couple pictures 
of their work in this Echoes, but you really must see them in person. They are 
stunning.  Simply fabulous. Be sure to thank our SHUMC Quilters: Mina Haywood, 
Kelly Badenoch, Mae Jean Shandy, Cloeva Idol, Vicky Cochran, and Marlene Pantos.   
 For fifty years now, Shawnee Heights UMC has been living out our mission to 
transform lives. Some moments do indeed exceed our expectations and the Spirit 
moves within us so profoundly we cannot help but notice. I do hope you will find ways 
to connect more fully to all that is going on here, which will indeed help all of us grow 
closer to one another and to God. Once again there are “postcards” (the image is on 
the front of this issue) for you to share with family and friends.  We do so because it 
is who we are to be: disciples of Jesus, encouraging others to be the same.  
 For the final time in 2016 we remember who we are to be and what we are to do. 
“Embrace God’s love, Respond with love for all, Grow our faith, and Serve the needs 
of others.  
    Blessings and peace;  
     and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
                 Barb  

Pastor’s Page 

http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards
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Nov. 27 “Hope in Our Despair” Matthew 24: 36-44 

We are not in control of the world.  Honestly there is little any of us 

knows about the future of the world or our tiny part of it.  We can 

stay alert. We can notice. We can be prepared. Doing so we will 

find hope, hope that is much more. 

 

Dec. 4th  “Peace in Our Chaos” Matthew 3: 1-12         Communion Sunday 

There is so much noise in our world. There is unrest, and that unrest 

has been loud and disruptive, even upsetting.  We can quiet the 

chaos. We can allow ourselves to be transformed. “He will baptize 

with the Holy Spirit.” (3:11)       

               

Dec. 11th  “Joy in Our Sadness” Matthew 11: 2-11 

This time of year is especially challenging for those who have every 

reason to be  sad, or mad, or afraid. There are times when the path 

forward seems impossible and there is no detour in site. It is then we 

so need to remember, the way was prepared…and still is.  

 

Dec. 18th  “Love in Our Hate”  Matthew 1: 18-25           Music Sunday 

We have heard the story so many times . It is likely we are numb to 

its significance. And, if we are honest, we confess we like Luke’s 

version much better. What can we learn from Joseph? Are there 

times when life is not turning out how we planned?  How can Love 

transform us and our world? 

 

Dec. 24th  “Light in Our Darkness” Luke 2: 1-20   Candlelight & Communion 5 pm  

It is a familiar story. It is our story. May we hear with open hearts. 

Could it be that this ancient text speaks to us and our darkness?  

Could the Light of the world transform us? 

 

Dec. 25th   “Christmas Unplugged” John 1: 1-14 

We will gather in the Aldersgate Room.  Yes, that means we will sit 

at tables and worship in a “coffee house” atmosphere. Coffee and 

treats will be available throughout the service.  We will sing…and 

hear the scripture and reflect on what difference Christmas makes 

for any of us and all of us.  It will be a “shorter” service…and there 

will be no need for fellowship time afterwards.  

Worship: Advent Through Christmas 

Worship service begins at 10 a.m. on Sundays 
 

Christmas Eve Communion and 

Candlelight Service begins at 5:00 p.m. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+candel+light+service&view=detailv2&&id=937BC1ECFA34C95118545893F4DC034A733D7DC2&selectedIndex=14&ccid=JnrjeN%2b%2b&simid=608006579221039481&thid=OIP.M267ae378dfbe3d71f401348f90e257bfH0
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First Saturday Breakfast Buffet 

December 3, 2016, 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church 

6020 SE 44th SE Street, Tecumseh 
  

Breakfast casseroles, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, biscuits & gravy, 
sausage/bacon, fruit, breakfast pastries, chocolate milk and lots more 

PUBLIC WELCOME 
Freewill Donation Appreciated 

   

Craft items available to purchase 

 

The Finance Committee met Wednesday, November 9, 2016 and reviewed the 

October 2016 Financial Reports and learned our giving for the month was -3.23%, 

$593, short of our forecasted budget. Our income was less than our expenses for 

October but were able to pay 100% of our October Mission Shares. We were  -1.42%, 

$2,286, short of our forecasted General Fund budget. 
 

Our next meeting will be December 14th and we plan to review November Financial 

Reports. 
 

Jeff Claassen 

Finance Chair 
 

General Fund Giving Details 
   Year To Date through October we are ($2,286) short of our forecasted giving. 

 January - $19,253 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 

 February - $14,352 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 March - $15,035 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 April - $14,026 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 May - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 

 June - $16,055 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 July - $16,268 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 

 August - $12,727 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 September - $17,573 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $14,692 

 October - $17,772 funds received on a budgeted forecast of $18,365 
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By the time you receive this edition of the Echoes, 

it is likely many ornaments have already been 

hung on our sanctuary tree.  Although the official 

placement of the ornaments will be on the First 

Sunday of Advent, the 27th of November, you are 

invited to bring ornaments to honor your loved 

ones through Tuesday, December 13th. Do fill out 

a card, with your information so we can create an 

accurate list of the Memory Tree Ornaments to be 

run in both the Dec 18th and Christmas Eve 

bulletins.  All ornaments can be reclaimed after 

worship on January 1st. 

Music Sunday 
 

Music Sunday December 18th  
Join us Sunday, December 18th for our annual Music Sunday. 

This will be a fun meaningful day of worship, primarily 

through music. If you would be willing to share your musical 

gift during worship, or serve as a reader, please let Pastor Barb 

know by Sunday, Dec. 4th. She’ll also need the piece you’ll  

be performing, whether you’ll be singing or playing an 

instrument and the names of others performing with you. 

                                  Memory Tree Reminder 

The Board of Trustees met in October and will hold their final meeting of 

2016 on December 12th.  The Trustees are moving forward with a plan to 

"reinvigorate" the gathering area.  Bids have been collected for flooring in the 

gathering area and front bathrooms.  The flooring will be an interlocking vinyl 

tile.  In addition, the south side windows and entry door are being examined 

to solve some longstanding stability issues.  This will be addressed before 

flooring and painting are done.  The kitchen hood project will begin in the 

near future when the contractor is available.  Other projects have included 

cleaning out the parlor area, building maintenance and yearly sewer system 

review- it's in good shape!!  Trustees leadership and membership will change 

in 2017, as Brenda Price, Mike Schirmer and Berend Koops rotate off.  New 

members have been identified and will bring new perspectives and leader-

ship to the board.  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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Quilt Group 

DECEMBER MEETING:    

 All ladies of the church are invited to attend our December UMW meeting on 

Saturday, December 17th, at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will be held at the home of 

Scarlett Ford, 5226 S.E. Highway 40, near Tecumseh.   There will be the annual ornament 

exchange.   Just bring an ornament, wrapped or in a gift bag, for the exchange.  Also, we 

will be assembling cookie plates to be delivered to shut-ins, so, we’re asking everyone to 

please provide 1 dozen cookies.  The Sarah Circle for many years collected children’s 

hats and gloves to be distributed to a local school, so, we’ll continue that tradition. If you’d 

like to contribute, please bring the items to the meeting.  There will be good food and 

great fellowship, so please add this to your calendar. 
 

 UMW ladies assembled 12 shoebox packages filled with snack items to send to 

college students living away from home. The snacks will hopefully be welcome 

as they are studying for finals this time of year. 
 

  56 school kits and 22 health kits were donated by the UMW to Bishop’s Roundup. 

Veterans Honored 
On November 13, 2016, three of our veterans were honored during Veteran’s Day 

Sunday.  J Scott Hardesty and  Lester “Zeke” Zimmerman were presented Quilts of Honor 

from the Quilt Group during church. Charles Brunner was presented a quilt the following 

day when he returned from a visit with grandchildren.  

J Scott Hardesty 
 

J enlisted in the National Guard in the Spring of 1956.  He served six 

months active duty at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  After returning 

from active duty he remained a member of the National Guard for 

another 8 years.  J was discharged from the National Guard as a 

Sergeant 1st Class. 

Jan and J Hardesty are shown with J’s Quilt of Honor.  

Lester “Zeke” Zimmerman 
 

Zeke served in the U. S. Army from April 1951 through April 1953.  

He was Squad Leader in Heavy Weapons Company M 351 Infantry 

Regiment in the Free Territory of Trieste, Italy. 

Zeke and Lila Zimmerman are shown with their 

daughter Charlotte and son Bruce.  

Charles Brunner 
 

Charles was in the Navy from 1956 to 1960.  He spent most of that 

time on a Submarine Tender in the San Diego area as a Pattern 

Maker.  His most notable project was designing and building the 

models of dolphins that still adorn the entrance to the Submarine 

Memorial on the U. S. Navy Base at Pearl Harbor.  At discharge in 

1960, he held the rank of Pattern Maker 2nd Class.  

Charles and Shirley are shown with Charles’ Quilt of Honor. 



                                  Christmas Angel Tree 

 

This is a Must See 

Check these out: Our new 

paraments were revealed at 

“Hanging of the Greens.”  

Pictures do not do them 

justice. One more reason 

for you to come to worship.  
 

Thank you, again: Mina, 

Marlene, Mae Jean, Vicky, 

Cloeva, Kelly and Bob.  
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Our Christmas Eve Offering 

This year we are pleased to announce that our Christmas Eve Offering will be 

donated to I-Care and Boy Scout Troop 183.  Any financial gifts received during 

our Christmas Eve service, or any received earlier and marked, “Christmas Eve” 

will be equally divided between these two deserving ministries of our church. We 

are grateful that generous giving throughout the year has put us in a position so 

we can be generous and support others through this special offering. Thank you.  

May we continue to transform lives, together.  

     The Angel Tree is now set up in the entrance/

gathering area. Select one of the angels from the tree 

for ideas of what are the greatest needs and place 

your unwrapped gift under the tree. Your purchased 

items will be donated to the YWCA Center for Safety 

and Empowerment just as in past years.  However, 

this year we will also adopt a family through I-CARE. 

New Paraments 

The greatest benefit to the YWCA would be for you to have your unwrapped 

gift under the tree by Sunday, December 11. If you aren’t able to meet that 

deadline, please have your gift under the tree no later than Sunday the 18th. 
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HOL GIFT SHOP FOR MOM AND DAD  

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!  

 Heights of Learning is hosting its annual 

Breakfast with Santa  

Saturday, Dec.10th, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

Come and enjoy 

pancakes and sausage by Chris Cakes with Santa! 
Your freewill offering will benefit 

Heights of Learning Preschool & Childcare 

(A ministry of Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church) 

I Care Canned Food Drive  

Heights of Learning Day of Giving includes an I Care Canned Food Drive on 

December 9th. Please join HOL in this mission by bringing a can of food to church by 

Thursday Dec. 8th.  There is a box in the entrance/gathering area for your donations. 

 Thank you! 

On Monday, December 12, at 9:00 a.m., the HOL Board Members 

will be having the Christmas shopping program for the children 

of Heights of Learning, which gives the kids an opportunity to 

select two small gifts for their parents or guardian.  The gifts will 

be wrapped after the children make their choices.  This gives the 

kids a chance to do their own shopping to surprise their parents 

on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning!  

Any donations for the store, or help at the store, will be appreciated.  Gift ideas are 

picture frames, earrings, candles, etc.   We have a good supply of gift wrapping 

supplies. We have quite a few coffee cups, mugs, etc., on hand.  We could use some 

"cup stuffers" (individually wrapped candy or snacks, like chex mix, to put in them).  

The candy or snacks will need to stay edible until Christmas.  If you want to bring the 

snack items, we can individually wrap them. 
 

We will set-up the store after church service on Sunday, December 11.  The board 

hopes to have everything needed for the store by December 11. Please see Nancy 

Ames, Mae Jean Shandy, Mina Haywood, Samantha Koops or Barb Hoskinson with 

questions about this fun Christmas program for the HOL children.  

Thanks to everyone in SHUMC for supporting HOL’s “Butter 

Braid” fundraiser. We surpassed our goal! We will now be able to 

purchase new technology for the classrooms. Thank you again!!! 



The Streets of

BETHLEHEM

Shawnee Heights United Methodist Church  
invites you to join us for a hands-on Holy Land experience! 

 

The Streets of Bethlehem  

Sunday, December 11, 2016  

6:00 pm - Fellowship Hall 
 

Come, visit the streets of Bethlehem and experience what it might 

have been during Jesus time. Travel back to ancient Bethlehem and 

visit the Marketplace with a Bakery, Butcher, Scribe and other 

merchants. Experience paying the tax collector, talking to Roman 

Soldiers and visiting biblical animals. Bring your friends and family, 

all are welcome to this free event! Light refreshments served. 
 

Shawnee Heights UMC, 6020 SE 44th, 

Tecumseh, KS (785)379-5492 
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The Children and Youth Ministry invites you and your 

family and friends to the Streets of Bethlehem from 6 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. on December 11 in the Shawnee Heights 

United Methodist Church gym. Come stroll the streets of 

Ancient Bethlehem, visit the merchants, make crafts, and 

enjoy foods from the vendors. This is sure to be an enjoyable event. We hope to 

see you there!  
 

We are looking for volunteers who are interested in operating a booth. 

If interested, please contact Kris Denton or Andrea Simerl. 

The Streets of

BETHLEHEM

December 4: The 4th - 6th grade youth will 

meet from 6-8 pm at the Youth Place. They 

plan to practice an instrumental version of 

“Jingle Bells” to perform at Music Sunday, 

December 18th. 

 

December 11: Both youth groups will be 

helping with "The Streets of Bethlehem"  

as actors and street vendors.  

The 7th-12th grade youth will not have any regularly schedule meetings in 

December. They do hope to meet at sometime during the Holiday Season to 

make cookies for gifts.  

Boy Scouts 

Save the date ... 

Scout Sunday and the annual Boy Scout Lunch 

Sunday, January  29, 2017 

 You won’t want to miss out on the traditional  

Super Size Baked Potato & Salad Bar with all the fixings, and 

Hotdogs, Homemade Chili, Drinks  and Dessert!   

 A freewill offering will be collected  with the proceeds going  

to support Scout Troop 183.  
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In this time of Thanksgiving, we must take time to thank all of you for everything you have  
done for our family in the last few months.  With Dad's death, the support we received was 
amazing.  Your prayers and cards were very much appreciated at that difficult time by all of us.   
 

Then you were also there when Missy started to have problems.  Your visits and cards meant a 
lot to her.  She felt your prayers and they provided comfort.  Even when she moved to KUMC 
ICU as her condition worsened, we knew your prayers were surrounding her.  And we are very 
appreciative of the support you have provided Eian.  It's a pretty scary time but he finds 
comfort from all of you.  
 

When we were in the position of having to move Missy and Eian out of their house, once again 
you were there.  We were all amazed at the response from the congregation.  We thought the 
process would take a couple of weeks, but it was done in one afternoon.  It was a great relief to 
all of us. 
 

As Missy continues her rehab, we would appreciate your continued prayers for healing.  She 
has a long road ahead but her faith is strong.  We know she is determined to get better and put 
in the necessary work to accomplish that. 
 

And to those with the gifted hands, thank you for the prayer blanket that Pastor Barb took to 
Missy at the hospital and for the beautiful scarves you made.  It is a reminder that you are there 
surrounding us with positive thoughts and caring. 
 

So on behalf of my Mom, Missy and Eian, Kathy and her family, and ours, we sincerely thank 
you.  May the coming holidays provide peace and blessings to all of you and your families.  
 

        Grace and Peace,  Sharon Bolyard 

I was surprised and honored when the 

ladies of the quilting group presented 

one of their fine Honor quilts to me 

during Veterans Recognition Sunday 

last month. You sure did make the day 

for this old soldier! Thanks to all of you 

for a great memory.  

    J Hardesty 

 Thanks to Pastor Barb for coming to 

see me in my new home, and for bringing 

the beautiful prayer shawl .Thanks to the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry for taking the time 

to make it. It is lovely. 

 I am doing fine, meeting old friends 

and new ones. Everyone is so friendly here. 

Took the Out and About bus trip the other 

day. Took the Maple Hill exit, then south 

and west and south and east to Echo Falls. 

Not sure where it is.  Ended up in Auburn 

and then back home. 

       Thanks again for your visit Pastor Barb. 

    Thanks, Mary Naylor 



   1st   Carolee Dahl  

   3rd   Jon Hardesty 

   4th   Ray Haywood 

   5th   Scarlett Ford 

   6th   Ben Taliaferro 

   8th   Melissa Lewis 

  11th  Mina Haywood 

  13th  Hadley Harris 

  15th  Staci Fleischer 
  16th  Kay Hurford 

  16th     Brandon Lambrecht 

  21st   Karen Mace 

  21st   Phyllis Worthington 

  23rd   Lorene Cranwell 

  23rd   Elizabeth Lane 

  29th   Dani Harris 

  29th   Ozzie Lane 

  30th   Leland Kling 

  31st   Colleen Brennan 

 

December Anniversaries 

December Birthdays 

Joys and Concerns 

22nd  Bill & Virginia Robinett 

23th   Robert & Kelly Badenoch 

Congratulations to Daisy Johnson on the birth of her baby, Evelyn Jayde Johnson, 

Nov 16, 2016. Debbie Johnson is a very happy grandma and Merta and Robert Fulton 

are the happy great grandparents. 

We are in prayer As A Church Family: 

Time is running out… 

  2016 is drawing to a close. 
Don’t forget to fulfill your 2016 financial commitments by December 31st.  

Thank you for all you do to help us live out our mission: Embrace God’s love, 
Respond with love for all, Grow our faith and Serve the needs of others.   

As a new year begins may we all count our blessings. 

Ladonna and Ben Grindol 

Winnie Hague 

Daisy Johnson 

Melissa Lewis 

Vicky Moore 

Mary Naylor  

Congratulations to Virginia Naylor, our new Director of 

Heights Of Learning!  
 

Virginia began working with HOL in 1994, and is well versed 

in every aspect of the operations of the center. 
 

We are looking forward to an exciting new year with Virginia 

leading the staff of HOL.  


