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“To illuminate the world with God’s 
love by serving our community as 

faithful followers of Christ.”

 

Worship live, online and recorded...
We continue to offer a “hybrid worship” experience. For those who are fully 
vaccinated we are gathering in-person each Sunday at 10:00. Following county 
guidelines if you are not fully vaccinated  please wear a mask inside the church.

Our worship service is carried live on Zoom, and is recorded on Facebook for later 
viewing. Thanks to Ted Bond and Larry Luna, our tech team.

Hallow’een is the eve of the 
Hallowed Day

We anticipate All Saints Day, often by dressing 
as ghosts or skeletons. There REALLY is a sacred 
background to our contemporary Halloween!

In many cultures they have elaborate rituals, 
music, and parades honoring those that have 
gone on before. We’re familiar with La Dia de 
los Muertos from Mexico. This transforms the 
traditional dread of cemetaries and the stories 
of haunted houses into a way to honor those 
who have gone before.

In the church we take this day to remember and 
celebrate, not only the traditional “saints” that 
are memorialized in marble or stained glass, 
but we also lift up family members, mentors on 
our life journey, and so many others that have 
touched our lives. Thanks be to God for the gift 
of these saints.

A Memorial display at the church for All Saints 
Sunday (Nov. 7). Please bring a picture of some 

of the saints in your life and/or family. Be sure to 
attach a label so we know whose image we are 

honoring.
Thanks to Carol Baggerly-Hendrix for creating 

this altar, honoring la Dia de los Muertos.



What Does it take to get my attention?

It’s the season for being thankful and boy am I ever!  I am currently gazing out the 
window at my wet and drizzly yard. It’s not enough rain to end the drought but it is 
enough to end the fire season. After so many years of watching the fire season last all 
the way till the end of November, the sense of relief is palpable. It turns out gratitude 
is all about perspective. I used to get sad this time of year because the long, warm, 

days of summer were past. This year I am thanking God that summer is over. It makes me wonder... What 
negative thoughts am I holding onto simply because I lack the perspective to see them as worthy of 
gratitude? And do I need to go through a wildfire/pandemic/drought to change my perspective? 

Can we find reason to be thankful?
November is typically a time of gratitude. It used to be the time when the 
crops were in and stored and people prepared for winter. Potatoes were 
in the root cellar, rows of jars containing canned beans, fruit and other produce were a 
colorful display in the pantry. Of course now we can ship everything at any time of year 
so peaches or lettuce are available year around in the store.

And this year, as we continue to struggle with COVID-19, Thanksgiving has a bit of a 
hollow ring. Almost 750,000 people have died from the virus and almost everyone has had their lives affected 
by having the disease or living with the restrictions that have helped us curb te spread of the pandemic. Sheila 
and I are fully vaccinated, but I, for one, am tired of wearing a mask and having to show proof of vaccination. 
Somehow joy and thanksgiving are tempered by reality.

In the midst of those realities, we can find so much for which we can be grateful. The amazing progress made 
by science and medicine to respond with amazing speed against this pandemic: the people who have put 
themselves on the line to care for us medically to provide the necessities of life (groceries, utilities and so 
much more) and friends and family who have reached out in so many loving ways.

Glass half full? Half empty? The glass is full of life; triumphs and struggles, joys and tears, fears and hopes. 
Nothing new. The Bible is filled with these same 
dichotomies. The Biblical response is that we are not 
alone, God walks with us in the best of times and in 
our deepest struggles. God has been with us, and will 
continue to walk beside us, before and behind us. We 
are not alone, we will never be alone, and we can face 
the future with that confidence.

Continue to pray for me as I pray for you,

~Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

You Are Welcome Here!

“As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome to 
us and to all people, affirming 
persons of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities and their 
families. At Boulder Creek UMC 
your friendship is valued and safeguarded. You are 
accepted for who you are. You have a home!”

Some of us have yet to join 
the congregation in the church 
building. We certainly understand 
the hesitation and surround them 
with our concern and love. Thank 
you to all those who are able to 
continue their financial support 
of our church. The church still has expenses and you 
are encouraged to continue, as you are able, faithful 
financial support of our staff and operating costs. 
Please send your checks to: 

P. O. Box 2187, Boulder Creek, CA 95006

Bible Study on the  
Book of Job has been 

suspended for a while. 
Watch for word about the next sessions.

Ted Bond will lead our study on the Book of Job. 
After the trials and tribulations of the past year it 
seems like this is an appropriate book to study.



JOYS
The early fall rains have given the 
earth nourishment, halted the fire 
season and brought a green hue to 
the hills. Thank God for the rains 

The Concertino Strings, under the 
direction of Joanne Tanner had 60 guests at their 
October concert. Their next concert will be Dec. 8, 
11:30, at the church. 

Our Heroes:  First responders, and all the health care 
workers. We also think of those in the grocery stores 
and all who provide vital services that allow us to live 
our daily lives. 

Linda Lininger and Katie are packed and ready for their 
next move. They have successfully sold their home and 
just need to finish packing. A service of gratitude and 
sending forth is scheduled for Nov. 7.  

CONCERNS
Frank & Karen Golding ask our prayers 
for baby Lori. Daughter Rebeca was 
fostering the baby, who has serious 
health issues, then the judge gave 
custody to the grandfather.

Christine Bakalis missed her turn at the 
piano because she was not feeling well enough. She is in 
our prayers.

Michael Barr continues to deal with major issues with 
his eyes. We keep him and Maggie in our prayers.

For those who are hungry and homeless especially in 
these times of isolation.

Utility workers & first responders are especially busy 
during the rainy season.  We have prayers for their 
safety and gratitude for their important work.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church because 
of age or illness. Our prayers are with them. 

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please 
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office 
with your request.

Thanks!
Our great music leadership is preparing for 
a special musical presentation, “This is the 

Record of John” by Orlando Gibbons. It will be 
presented Sunday morning, Dec. 5.

Be sure to log in to our church Facebook 
page to see the worship from previous 
Sundays.

https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-
Creek-United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

November Birthdays
    2 Linda Hartshorn
    9 Lee Wynn
         Mary Erickson
  10 Courtney Adams
  11 Kevin Warner
  12 Linsey Sanders
  16 Garrett Wallace
   Ferne Rutherford
  17 Elise Perry
  18 Marty Acker
  19 Nicole Sullivan
  27 Dan Jett

November Anniversaries

    9, 1996, Marge & Herb Borchardt
  30, 2002, Einar & Anne Finstad

If, for some reason, your birthday or anniversary 
is not listed above, please contact the church 
office and let us know. We want to include our 
whole family.

Garrett Wallace is a blue ribbon winner at the 
Santa Cruz County Fair (again), for his wonderful 

cheesecakes. Way to go!
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Calendar

Nov. 7,  All Saints Sunday, Worship led 
by Rev. Clyde, “A New Heaven and a      

       New Earth”  Revelation 21:1-6, Communion

Nov. 8, 5:00, Leadership Team on Zoom

Nov. 14,  Worship led by Ted Bond, Mark 13:1-8

Nov. 21, Worship led by Ted Bond, John 18:33-37

Nov. 28, First Sunday of Advent, Worship led by Ted 
Bond, Luke 21:25-36

Dec. 5,  Worship led by Rev. Clyde, “It’s Going To Take  
 Some Scrubbin’”  Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79  
    Communion

Dec. 8, Wednesday, 11:30 a.m., Concertino Strings in 
concert

Bible Study, led by Ted Bond, has been temprarily 
suspended. Watch for news of this study of Job 
returning on Zoom.

The December Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, November 28.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Director of Christian Education: 
 Ted Bond   831.419.0241

Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394

Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Check out our website at
www.bcumc.com.


