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“To illuminate the world with God’s 
love by serving our community as 

faithful followers of Christ.”

 

Open Heartstrings
On Dec. 22 we enjoyed a Christmas Concert from Open Heartstrings. Music from Russia, the United Kingdom, Christmas 
and Hannukah filled the sanctuary, closing with a wonderful carol sing-a-long. To watch a brief video from the concert go 
to this link: https://www.facebook.com/100000354762088/videos/pcb.5069557253066050/212861357703401

A New Year’s Prayer

Oh God, whose gracious love we know in Jesus, 
guide us into the year ahead. Help us release our 
fears, anxieties and any resentments we hold 
toward another person.

Give us a spirit of hope that we might see your will 
for the world. Let us rejoice with those who are 
working to provide food to the hungry, care to the 
sick, shelter to the homeless and peace to those in 
areas of violence.

Help us renew our commitment to be doers of the 
Word and not hearers only. 

In the name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus. Amen.



Christmas Tornado

If your house is like my house it currently looks like a Christmas tornado struck. If you 
are feeling overwhelmed by a need to clean up all this Christmas mess, I am here to let 
you know that you can relax. According to the church Calendar, Christmastide, (AKA, 
the 12 days of Christmas) doesn’t end until January 6. That’s right it isn’t over yet!  

We plan to have some good news about a leader for our children’s program starting in 
January. Watch for a news update.

We will be resuming our Wednesday night Bible Study in January. Beginning on January 5th at 7pm we will 
be examining the story of liberation as told in the book of Exodus. I look forward to seeing you there!

A Fresh Beginning
Have you seen the movie “Groundhog Day”? The character played by Bill 
Murray can’t escape from Feb. 2. Everytime he wakes up he’s starting the 
same day over again. A blessing or a curse??? Don’t we sometimes wish that there was a 
day (hour, minute or month) that we could just plain do over? 

Well, life is not made in Hollywood. We don’t get any do-overs. We were given 365 days 
and now they are almost gone. If you’re like me you made good use of some days, wasted 

others, gave some as a gift to family, neighbors, friends and total strangers, and I forget what I did with some 
of them ... Now there’s a brand new 365 ahead of us.

I’ll assume that I’ll do some of the same things with these new days, enjoy, waste, give, celebrate ... and I 
would not expect most people to radically change their use of time. With minor modifications we’ll use our 
time this coming year in much the same way as we used 2021.

That said, John Wesley had sage advice about money:

• Earn all you can
• Save all you can
• Give all you can
Maybe, once in a while, when the alarm rings, we can 
be a bit more intentional and decide to enjoy, celebrate, 
save or give just a bit more than we did yesterday.

Who knows, couldn’t hurt...?

Continue to pray for me as I pray for you,

~Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

You Are Welcome Here!

“As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome to 
us and to all people, affirming 
persons of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities and their 
families. At Boulder Creek UMC your friendship is 
valued and safeguarded. You are accepted for who 
you are. You have a home!”

Some of us have yet to return to 
worship in the church building. 
We certainly understand the 
hesitation and surround them 
with our concern and love. Thank 
you to all those who are able to 
continue their financial support 
of our church. The church still has expenses and you 
are encouraged to continue, as you are able, faithful 
financial support of our staff and operating costs. 
Please send your checks to: 

P. O. Box 2187, Boulder Creek, CA 95006

Bible Study on the  
Book of Exodus will 
begin Wednesday, 

Jan. 5, on Zoom

Ted Bond will lead our study on the story of 
liberation as told in the book of Exodus. Please let 
Ted know of your interest and he will send you the 
Zoom link. You can leave a message on the church 
phone.



JOYS
We are enjoying the rains and still 
eager for more (gentle) rains, to 
nourish our earth. We pray for those 
living in areas of mud slides.

The Concertino Strings were brilliant 
on Dec. 8 (90 people attended!) and Open Heartstrings 
providing a Christmas concert with 35 people attending. 
The Sanctuary was filled with the joy of music!

Valley Churches United Mission in Ben Lomond, 
continues to provide much needed food and other 
resources in the name of Christ.

Our Heroes:  First responders are especially busy in the 
winter weather, making sure we have energy, safety on 
the roads and a speedy response when there is a crisis. 
We are grateful for their skill and commitment. 

Linda Lininger and Katie have reached Atlanta where 
a house is waiting for them to make it a home. We 
celebrate a new beginning for each of them in their new 
surroundings.  

CONCERNS
Sadly Garrett Wallace was attacked by 
a dog and had to go to the E.R. It will 
take a couple of weeks for him to fully 
recover.

Ted Bond asks our prayers for his father, 
Jim, dealing with a terminal brain cancer. We also pray 
for Ted and the whole family.

Michael Barr continues to deal with major issues with 
his eyes. We keep him and Maggie in our prayers.

For those who are hungry and homeless especially in 
these times of isolation.

For those who choose not to be vaccinated which 
puts themselves and those around them in danger 
of catching the COVID virus. We pray as our world 
struggles with this deadly pandemic.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church because 
of age or illness. Our prayers are with them. 

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please 
contact the Pastor or the church office with your 
request.

Thanks!
Carol & Wayne Hendryx decorated the church 
for Christmas. And they have been taking signs 

we’ve had, putting new information on them to 
invite our neighbors to our church.

Be sure to log in to our church Facebook 
page to see the worship from previous 
Sundays.

https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-
Creek-United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

January Birthdays

   5 Frank Golding
      Meghan Chiechi
11 Carly Adams
13 Laura Devine
23 Tony Chiechi
25 Daniel Robert Gripkey (2008)
30 Diane Hutchinson

January Anniversaries
 
January 16, 1994 Clyde & Sheila Vaughn

If, for some reason, your birthday or anniversary 
is not listed above, please contact the church 
office and let us know. We want to include our 
whole family.

Michael Fisher joined our church on Sunday, 
Dec. 26. He is transferring his membership from 
St. Francis Episcopal Church in San Jose, where 
he grew up and was confirmed. Mike has been 
a wonderful asset to our church and acting like 
a member for months. We welcome him and 
rejoice to officially include him in our community.
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Calendar

Jan. 2,  Worship led by Rev. Clyde,    
    “Grace and Truth Are Here”   
       Gospel of John 1:10-18, Communion

Jan. 3, Monday, 5:00 Leadership Team  
   on Zoom

Jan. 9, Worship led by Ted Bond, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Jan. 16, Worship led by Ted Bond,  John 2:1-11

Jan. 23, Worship led by Ted Bond,  Luke 4:14-21

Jan. 30, Worship led by Ted Bond,  Luke 4:21-30

Feb. 5,  Worship led by Rev. Clyde, “I Will Follow”   
   Luke 5:1-11, Communion

Bible Study, led by Ted Bond, will begin again 
Wednesday, January 5. This study of the Book of 
Exodus will continue on Zoom. To get the link for the 
session please let Ted know of your interest by sending 
him an email at jted007@gmail.com.

The February Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, Jan. 30.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Director of Christian Education: 
 Ted Bond   831.419.0241

Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394

Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Check out our website at
www.bcumc.com.


