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“To illuminate the world with 
God’s love by serving our 

community as faithful followers 
of Christ.”

 

We miss being together, unable to gather at our 
church building. Just a reminder, the church’s 
expenses continue and you are encouraged 
to continue, as you are able, faithful financial 
support of our staff and operating costs. Please 
send your checks to: 

P. O. Box 2187, Boulder Creek, CA 95006

Join us on
Sunday Mornings

During this time of isolation we can be a bit 
lonely and feel shut off from family and friends. 
Boulder Creek UMC will broadcast our services 
every Sunday morning at 10:00. This will be an 
opportunity for you to join with your sisters and 
brothers in Christ as we share this vital hour 
together.

Gabe House, Ted Bond and Rev. Clyde will be 
sharing the Gospel Message and bringing a word of 
hope to our lives.

You will be told how to access the message a few 
days early and you will be able to worship with 
us, either on Zoom or Facebook. The message and 
the music will be saved (most of the time) on our 
Facebook page or YouTube.

Even though we cannot gather in a face-to-face 
setting, please join with us to hear the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, to share in our times of prayer and 
to sing the great hymns of the church.

We look forward to worshipping with you on 
Sundays and to share in a big virtual hug.



The Meaning of Crisis
The Chinese word for “crisis” is composed of two Chinese characters 
signifying “danger” and “opportunity” respectively. These are certainly “dangerous 
times.“ Illness, sometimes mild, sometimes severe, is rampant in our world. At the time 
of this writing more than 60,000 people have died in the U.S.

We are huddled in our homes, or if we go out we are keeping a “safe distance” from 
people we might otherwise hug. Strange times, indeed. The Chinese have given us insight. This can well be a 
time of opportunity. Gabe reminded us last month “Not to Waste our Pandemic.” We have lessons to learn 
about ourselves, our families, our neighbors. We learn more about who is strong, who needs our help, how 
we can give and how we can receive.

For those of you who are experiencing financial difficulties, or who cannot access supplies you need, you 
have my prayers.  Please call the church office, 831.338.6232, and we will do all we can to help you. We have 
people who are willing to get food, prescriptions and 
other important items for those who cannot get them 
for themselves. If you just need to talk please call and I 
will return your call as soon as I can.

I hope we all find ways to travel through these 
dangerous times and I hope we can find the 
opportunity in these times of crisis. I wish you God’s 
blessings.

Blessings,

~Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

You Are Welcome Here!

“As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome 
to us and to all people, 
affirming persons of all sexual 
orientations and gender 
identities and their families. 
At Boulder Creek UMC your friendship is valued and 
safeguarded. You are accepted for who you are. You 
have a home!”

A Word from Ted - God’s Authority

We are living through a time when conspiracy theories are running rampant. Is the 
government trying to take away our constitutional rights? Are major corporations 
trying to force us to embrace the 5G network? Is the news media trying to hide 
“what’s really going on?”  These theories are appealing because it is easier to 
believe that there is some evil person controlling everything, than it is to accept 
the fact that no human really knows what is going on. The Bible, however, teaches 

us that even the most powerful and evil people on Earth are subject to God’s authority.  

“It is He who changes the times and the epochs;
He removes kings and establishes kings;
He gives wisdom to wise men
And knowledge to men of understanding.”
[Daniel 2:21]

History repeatedly tells the story of the most powerful people finding themselves surprised at how quickly 
everything can change (see Julius Caesar and Montezuma). Worshipers of the true God should not be 
surprised when He disrupts the best laid plans of humans. In spite of all our knowledge, technology, and 
“progress” humans are not, have never, and will never be in control of reality. Let’s rejoice and be glad that 
we have our confidence in the almighty God who is good and loves us, not in evil and foolish humans.   



Bible Study

Beginning Wednesday, May 6, 
7:00 pm, Gabe will lead a Bible 
Study based on Philippeans. 
This will be on Zoom so you 
will have the opportunity 
to ask questions and make 
comments. Please watch for 
announcements about the link 
so you can be a part of this.
Paul’s letter to the church at 

Philippi is such an appropriate study for this time in our 
communty. Mark your calendar so you can join from the 
very first session.

WE ARE NOT IN THE SAME BOAT...

I heard it said that we are all in the same boat, but it's not like that.

We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat. Your ship could be ship-
wrecked and mine might not be. Or vice versa.

For some, quarantine is optimal: a moment of reflection, of re-connection, easy 
in flip flops, with a cocktail or coffee. For others, this is a desperate financial & 
family crisis.

In some homes a sole occupant faces endless loneliness. In others, family mem-
bers are getting peace, rest, and time with each other — while in still others, 
quarantine means an increased danger due to domestic violence.

With the $600 weekly increase in unemployment benefits some are bringing in more money to their households 
than when they were working. Others are working more hours for less money due to pay cuts or loss in sales.

Some families of 4 just received $3400 from the stimulus while other families of 4 saw $0.

Some were concerned about getting a certain candy for Easter while others were concerned if there would be 
enough bread, milk and eggs for the weekend.

Some want to go back to work because they don't qualify for unemployment and are running out of money. Oth-
ers want to kill those who break the quarantine.

Some are home spending 2-3 hours/day helping their child with online schooling while others are spending 2-3 
hours/day to educate their children on top of a 10-12 hour workday.

Some have experienced the near death of the virus, some have already lost someone from it and some are not 
sure if their loved ones are going to make it. Others don't believe this is a big deal.

Some have faith in God and expect miracles during this 2020. Others say the worst is yet to come.

So, friends, we are not in the same boat. We are going through a time when our perceptions and needs are com-
pletely different.

Each of us will emerge, in our own way, from this storm. It is very important to see beyond what is seen at first 
glance. Not just looking, actually seeing.

We are all on different ships during this storm experiencing a very different journey.

--Unknown author, 1859 in The Illustrated London News, Volume 35



May Birthdays
 
3 Laurel Johnson
10 Thia Geist
12 Sara Koehring
15 Rebecca Golding
16 Mary Koehring
17 Clyde Vaughn
20 Joseph Huffman 

May Anniversaries

May 23  Jay & Bridget Parr
May 24, 1975 Frank & Karen Golding

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 
and you would like to have it added, please 
send your information to the office:  
bcumc@bcumc.com

JOYS
Dan and Gina Jett celebrated their 
39th wedding anniversary! 

Katie Jacobsen’s dental work has 
been done. Recovery from such 
major surgery will take a while. 

Our Heroes:  Of course our first responders, and now 
we are more grateful to our health care workers. But as 
much, we think of those in the grocery stores and those 
providing vital services that allow us to live our daily 
lives. Please be sure to thank them for their service.

Rick Diets and his wife Lynn came by last week and had 
a chance to visit with Gabe at a safe distance, of course.

 

CONCERNS
For all those affected by the Corona 
Virus pandemic.  Whether it be those 
who are ill, or caring for someone with 
the virus, those who have lost a job 
or those who are sheltering. This is 
affecting us all.

For all those who work in health care. 
We are grateful for their commitment and pray for their 
safety.

Sunshine Johnson is facing the possibility of heart 
surgery. Date has yet to be scheduled.

Ted’s father has been diagnosed with Covid 19 after 
being in the hospital for knee surgery. Prayers for him 
and his girlfriend.

For those who are hungry and homeless especially in 
these times of isolation. 

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church 
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with them. 

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please 
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office 
with your request.

To our worship leadership who 
are being innovative in these 

times. We cannot guess what will 
be required so we are working 

together to respond to changing needs.

THANK YOU!

Be sure to log in to our 
church Facebook page 
to see the sermon from 
previous Sundays.
https://www.facebook.com/
Boulder-Creek-United-Methodist-
Church-179851719450777/



El Camino Real District Pastors and Lay Leaders,
 
I pray this letter finds you well and safe.  I want to begin by thanking you for your leadership in such time as 
this!  I find great encouragement in the stories that I hear from you.  Stories of how you are going out of your 
way to help your neighbors who are elderly or are struggling to have food on their table.  Stories of how you 
are suddenly having to shift your life so that you are able to work at home and educate your children at the 
same time.  Stories of how you are learning to make videos of your worship to share with your members online 
for the very first time. Without a doubt, our faithfulness and leadership are counted upon as we are called to 
be witnesses of Christ in this tumultuous time.  
 
As we journey together in faith, I ask you to hold one another in prayer.  Pastor Charles Tran of Peace UMC 
continues to be ill after he returned from attending a conference in Florida.  Pastor Mariellen Yoshino of 
Almaden Hills UMC had a successful heart surgery and is now facing a long period of recovery.  Pastor Sunae 
Cho of Evergreen UMC, whose son Eddie is a surgeon in New York and has been on the frontlines working with 
coronavirus patients.  He tested positive for the virus two days ago.  Other prayers are yet to be shared but are 
affecting us deeply, Lord, hear these prayers.  
 
I want to share with you that provisional deacon Alyss Swanson, deacon Ken Schoon, and Lauren Michelle 
Stevens, a candidate on track to be an Elder, have been working tirelessly since the beginning of the outbreak 
to develop a system in the El Camino Real District to provide support for those in need in our communities.  
I ask the pastors and church leaders to share this letter with as many of your members as possible and 
encourage them to fill out the forms.  For those who may struggle to read and answer in English, I ask each 
congregation to provide translation support so that the forms can be filled out.  Please know that there is not a 
deadline, but the sooner we are able to do this work, the sooner we are able to support one another.  
 
D.S. Shinya Goto

We anticipate a need to help shop for supplies, groceries, and medicine for those most at risk of severe illness 
from COVID-19; provide childcare for essential workers; offer technical support regarding video conferencing 
to churches and church members; or match those who have lost jobs or income with sources of material aid. 
If you or someone in your community is in need of such support, we invite you to complete the following” 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uurXNANX0Jz_j5Ztxs2-KkGzGgOYjbVmiWnchBpCWUk/viewform?edit_
requested=true
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Calendar
May 3, Rev. Clyde, “Guests at 
a Wedding,” John 2:1-12, with 
Communion

    11:00, The Leadership Team will have  
    a Zoom meeting.

May 6, 7:00 pm, Study of Philippians on Zoom

May 10, Mother’s Day,  Worship led by Gabe House  
    John 14:1-14

May 17, Worship led by Ted Bond, John 14:15-21

May 24,  Worship led by Gabe House  
 John 17:1-11

May 31, The Day of Pentecost, Worship led by Ted  
  Bond, John 7:37-39 and Acts 2:1-21

June 7, Rev. Clyde, “Jesus’ Final Words,”  
  Matthew 28:16-20, Communion 

The June Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, May 31ip.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Director of Christian Education: 
 Ted Bond   831.419.0241

Music Director: 
 Gabriel House   831.535.2912

Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394

Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Check out our website at
www.bcumc.com.


