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“To illuminate the world with 
God’s love by serving our 

community as faithful followers 
of Christ.”

 

Scripture 
Readings 
in the 

New Year
Most of our Gospel 
readings in the new 
year will come from the book of Matthew.  
Though it is written in the name of Matthew, 
the disciple, it draws heavily from the 
Gospel of Mark as well as other sources.  
Scholars date the writing to sometime after 
70 a.d.

We use a “lectionary” shared with 
numerous other Christian churches. Each 
Sunday there is a list of readings from the 
Gospels, Epistles, Hebrew Scriptures and 
Psalms.

The Scriptures for each Sunday are listed in 
the Messenger and you are invited to read 
the text before coming to church which will 
help you as you hear the message and more 
fully understand it.

Join us this Sunday as we remember 
the visit of the Magi to the manger 
where Jesus was born. Where is the 
light of Christ shining for us and for 
our world? Are we willing to follow 
the star to receive its promise?



 Where Do We Go From Here?
The larger church is asking us to look at our church and determine 
if we are still viable. With low attendance on Sunday mornings and 
dependence on rental income to pay our bills, can we continue? Is it 
wise to make a decision now rather than just disappear?

As your Pastor for 13 years, these are difficult questions for me.  I wish I could see a 
pattern of growth, with visitors every Sunday and people asking to join the church on a 
regular basis. We have had no new members in 2019 and no baptisms. Are we doomed 

to just disappear?

My hope is that we will not disappear. At our Annual Church Conference, meeting with our District 
Superintendent, Shinya Goto, we shared our vision for the church, and neighbors expressed an interest in 
attending and joining our church. They affirmed that our open stance to LGBTQ folk is an important issue 
in their interest in BCUMC. On my way home I felt a new confidence and a new vision for our church. After 
that meeting I saw a huge ministry for our church in the San Lorenzo Valley, and I am sure that we can open 
our hearts and our arms to serve people who would be blessed by our church.

Dan Jett and I are a part of the “213 Committee” that is looking into these issues. My hope is that we will 
be given a new vision and new hope for the future of our mission in the Valley. Please continue to pray for 
those in a leadership position, for the “213 Committee” and for our church. After 150 years we still have a 
ministry to the people in the San Lorenzo Valley.

Blessings,

~Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

You Are Welcome Here!

“As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome 
to us and to all people, 
affirming persons of all sexual 
orientations and gender 
identities and their families. 
At Boulder Creek UMC your friendship is valued and 
safeguarded. You are accepted for who you are. You 
have a home!”

A Word from Ted

The Wednesday night 
Bible study series is 
entitled “Daniel: Staying 
Faithful in a World Gone 
Mad.”

We live in a world of super-powers, billionaires, and 
multinational corporations. It often feels as if our own 
fate is out of our control. Like ants, we can only observe 
as much larger and more powerful forces determine the 
future for all of us. Nearly 3000 years ago, the tiny nation 
of Judah found itself in a similar situation. Stripped of its 
sovereignty, over run by the mighty Babylonian Empire, 
and plundered of its greatest resources, the tiny nation 
was left to wonder “Is God really in charge?” 

Join us Wednesdays at 7:30 as we explore how Daniel kept 
his faith even when it seemed as if God was losing. Daniel 
stands as a model for how Christians can stay faithful in 
a crazy world, and his visions offer a “behind the scenes” 
peek at what is really going on in the world of giants and 
super-powers.

A picture from our Movie Night



January Birthdays
 
5 Frank Golding
      Meghan Chiechi
11 Carly Adams
13 Laura Devine
23 Tony Chiechi
25 Daniel Robert Gripkey (2008)
30 Diane Hutchinson

January Anniversaries

January 16, 1994 Clyde & Sheila Vaughn

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 
and you would like to have it added, please 
send your information to the office:  
bcumc@bcumc.com

JOYS:
For upliifting services on Christmas 
Sunday and Christmas Eve. Some 
of our folks also gathered at Gabe’s 
for a Christmas party.

Alorha Bond is close to her full 
term. We look forward to a safe 

delivery and meeting a healthy baby.

Rev. Clyde will have his second surgery in about three 
weeks. This one will give him the ability to get out of 
the wheelchair and walk.  Thanks to this congregation 
for your love, assistance and your prayers.

To a very caring and open congregation at BCUMC. 
Your love and compassion to members, visitors and 
strangers is one of the ways God’s Love is shown to 
our community.

CONCERNS:
We continue to hold Gina B’s sister, 
Cherie in our prayers. Home from the 
skilled nursing she now is learning 
how to move ahead given her 
medical issues.

For our first responders who face 
difficult tasks in the winter, keeping us safe and 
keeping our power on.

For the many people dealing with cancer and other 
difficult illnesses. We also pray for family members 
who act as caregivers. We pray that our world’s 
priorities might be focused to find treatments, cures 
and even prevention for these difficult issues. 

For those who are hungry and homeless as the rains 
come and the environment becomes colder.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church 
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with them. 

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please 
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office 
with your request.

For the volunteers who decorated 
our sanctuary and created a festive 

Christmas atmosphere.

THANK YOU!

Be sure to log in to our 
church Facebook page 
to see the sermon from 
previous Sundays.
https://www.facebook.com/
Boulder-Creek-United-Methodist-
Church-179851719450777/



CONTINUE: a poem 
By Maya Angelou

My wish for you
Is that you continue

         Continue

To be who and how you are
To astonish a mean world
With your acts of kindness

         Continue

To allow humor to lighten the burden
Of your tender heart

         Continue

In a society dark with cruelty
To let the people hear the grandeur
Of God in the peals of your laughter

          Continue

To let your eloquence
Elevate the people to heights
They had only imagined

         Continue

To remind the people that
Each is as good as the other
And that no one is beneath
Nor above you

        Continue

To remember your own young years
And look with favor upon the lost
And the least and the lonely

        Continue

To put the mantle of your protection
Around the bodies of
The young and defenseless

        Continue

To take the hand of the despised
And diseased and walk proudly with them
In the high street
Some might see you and
Be encouraged to do likewise

         Continue

To plant a public kiss of concern
On the cheek of the sick
And the aged and infirm
And count that as a
Natural action to be expected

         Continue

To let gratitude be the pillow
Upon which you kneel to
Say your nightly prayer
And let faith be the bridge
You build to overcome evil
And welcome good

       Continue

To ignore no vision
Which comes to enlarge your range
And increase your spirit

       Continue

To dare to love deeply
And risk everything
For the good thing

       Continue

To float
Happily in the sea of infinite substance
Which set aside riches for you
Before you had a name

       Continue

And by doing so
You and your work
Will be able to continue
Eternally
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Calendar
Jan.  5, Epiphany Sunday, Rev. Clyde, 
“Behold the Light.” Matthew 2:1-12, 
Communion  
 11:30, Leadership Team 

Jan. 12, Worship led by Gabe House,  Matthew 3:13-17

Jan. 19, Worship led by Ted Bond,  John 1:29-42 

Jan. 26, Worship led by Gabe House, Matthew 4:12-23

Feb. 2, Rev. Clyde, “Be Blessed” Matthew 5:1-12, 
Communion

Bible Study, every Wednesday, 7:00. Ted Bond is leading 
us through a study of Daniel. Come for this in-depth 
exploration of one of the more difficult books of our 
Bible.

The February Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, January 26.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
    831.419.0241
 
Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Worship Leadership 
Ministers:  People of the parish
Music Director:  Gabriel House

Check out our website at
www.bcumc.com.


