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Update on the recent
Special General Conference
Information on the next steps for the United
Methodist Church is included in the pastor’s
“Clyde’s Corner.” Bishop Calcaño’s comments are
on page four.
Decisions must be made by the Judicial Council
(the church’s “Supreme Court”) when it meets later
this month and our Annual Conference, meeting in
June.
Even more decisions will need to be made in 2020
when the regular General Conference is scheduled
to meet.
Please pray for our church!

“To illuminate the world with
God’s love by serving our
community as faithful followers
of Christ.”

Ted Bond leads a
study on the Sermon
on the Mount.
This study meets every
Wednesday at 7:00 pm. The
study focuses on the book, “ The Sermon on The
Mount” by Emmet Fox.
You are invited to join In this exploration of
Jesus’ practical advice for overcoming self
defeating thoughts and behavior, and living a
joyful, fulfilled and meaningful life.
Even if you have not attended the first few
meetings you are welcome to join and it will be
easy to “play catch-up.”

Our Easter Week calendar is:
•

April 14, Palm Sunday, Gabe House will share the
story of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.
• April 18, Maundy Thursday service of communion,
7:00, Rev. Clyde will offer the Lord’s Supper.
• April 19, Good Friday, Service of Rembrance, 7:00,
Gabe House will guide our devotions.
• April 21, Easter Sunday. Rev. Clyde will share the
joy of the Resurrection.
• Easter Egg Hunt, immediately following worship

		

It’s Not Over

The tension and division within the United Methodist Church has
recently been in the news and in conversations between interested
people.

Clyde’s
Corner

For some of us there is little or no interest in the church’s internal struggles. Institutions
often have their problems. It doesn’t affect your daily lives, and you are dealing with
more critical issues, such as health care, work situations, relationships or maybe
something just as simple as paying utility bills.
But for some of us, who have people in our families or among our friends who are LGBTQ, this becomes a
personal issue. Will the United Methodist Church be inclusive or will we declare that some people in our
church are 2nd class citizens?
Currently some issues are under review by the Judicial Council (our “Supreme Court”). They need to decide
if parts of the decision are consistent with our Constitution? Will some, or even all of the decision be
declared unconstitutional? We’ll know more by the end of April.
One of the actions of the Special General Conference was to create an exit strategy for churches that
choose to leave our connection. Some churches have already made plans to separate. Issues include who
gets the property, investments, indebtedness and assets.
Some members have already left the churches, and some clergy have chosen to turn in their ordination
papers. What happens to pension funds that we are due (a very personal issue for me!), and how about
health insurance and other benefits?
Then, of course, there are schools, hospitals, homes and other institutions. What about their property and
other assets? Many of these have had to distance themselves from the decision of the Church. They would
be in violation of laws and policies to exclude people because of their sexual orientation.
We will know more about the future of our church by the end of April, then our Annual Conference will
have to make decisions when it meets in June. Linda Lininger is a member of that Conference and will be
listening to the discussion and participating in the
You Are Welcome Here!
votes.
Whether you are personally involved or not, I
request your prayers for the United Methodist
Church and all those involved in making decisions.
All of that said, please know that your church
leadership, and our Bishop will continue to work to
keep BCUMC as an inclusive community.
In prayers for reconciliation,

As a Reconciling Congregation,
we celebrate God’s welcome to
us and to all people, including
any who are gay, lesbian,
bisexual or transgender and
their families. At Boulder Creek
UMC your friendship is valued and safeguarded. You
are accepted for who you are. You have a home!

-Rev. Clyde

A Word from Ted
We have had four sessions of our Wednesday Night Bible Study on the Sermon
on the Mount. It’s not too late to join as we explore Jesus’s practical advice for
overcoming self defeating thoughts and behavior and for achieving victory in
prayer and the fullest God has for you. On a personal note this book has been
invaluable to me and many points in my life. I have read through it many times
and every time it has been a life changing experience. This current study is no
exception. Please join us if you can. It will be well worth it.
-Ted

JOYS:
Cathy Warner plans to be with
us in July and has offered to
have a reading from some of her
wonderful writings. Copies of her
book, Home By Another Road, will
be available. Watch for an update.
Linda Lininger has returned from her Florida
vacation...much needed!
For Encouragers who express appreciation for the
gifts others bring to our church community. It is
always nice to get a “pat on the back.”
For firefighters and other first responders who keep
us safe during our winter months.

CONCERNS:
For our Family and Friends: On
Sundays we name those whose
situations rest heavily on our heart,
or who have reason for a new joy. If
you have a prayer concern please be
sure to share it with the pastor or
prayer coordinator.

Be sure to log in to our church
Facebook page to see the sermon
from previous Sundays.
You’ll want to copy and
paste the URL to find our
facebook, then please
“like” us and become part of our
social media family.

For the Judicial Council as they review the decisions
of the Special General Conference in adopting a
“Traditionalist” structure. Pray for God’s wisdom and
guidance during this time of discernment.

https://www.facebook.com/
Boulder-Creek-United-MethodistChurch-179851719450777/

So many people living in dangerous areas, from
storms, fires, floods or human violence. We reach
out with prayers of peace and are thankful for those
who are willing to provide the resources people
need to recover.

April Birthdays

For those who are homeless in these cold nights and
during the rains.
For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with them.
If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator,
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office
with your request.
We have “gardening elves” who
make sure our grounds look
beautiful. We are grateful for
these anonymous helpers!

THANK YOU!

9th
11th
16th
16th
17th
19th
20th
20th
29th

Jennifer Warner
Rick Deits
Livingstone Johnson
David Schlesinger
Les Gripkey
Angelo Acker
Tami Zigelhofer
Marge Borchardt
Sharon Ulstad

April Anniversaries
April 9, 2016, Ted & Alora Bond
April 26, 1981, Dan & Gina Jett
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed
and you would like to have it added, please
send your information to the office:
bcumc@bcumc.com

March 3, 2019 Letter by Bishop Minerva Carcaño:
We have just completed our first of now 12 Post-General Conference 2019
Episcopal Visits that I will be making across our conference between now
and the end of April. Today’s initial visit was held at Los Altos UMC. I, along
with District Superintendent Shinya Goto and others providing leadership,
walked into a full sanctuary and watched as the Narthex and then the
choir loft filled up as well. Those providing welcome and hospitality report
that more than 500 persons were present.
We shared information from the Special-Called General Conference that
just concluded on February 26th, sang hymns of faith, prayed together,
heard and responded to questions of concern, and then concluded with
Holy Communion. We began from the place of concern, disappoint-ment, fear and anxiety, but ended
with joy and hope. Our joy and hope came from the outpour-ing of the Holy Spirit that affirmed for
us that God’s love will have the last word.
From the experience of being Church today I would affirm again that the Church does not be-long
to us. It is Christ’s Church, and because it is Christ’s Church, no one is excluded. I believe that The
United Methodist Church has lived in sin too long as it has excluded LGBTQIA per-sons. There are
those who would argue that the Church does not exclude LGBTQIA persons; only those who are
practicing homosexuals are excluded from the fullness of life and service in the Church, they would
explain. Asking someone to not be who God has made them to be if they want to be a part of the
Church is not inclusion – it is homophobia. It is excluding those whom Christ fully includes. It is the sin
of setting Christ aside and controlling his Church in ways that violate the love of Christ for ALL of us.
I would also share that I expect all our clergy and all our churches to protect the vulnerable. It is
our responsibility as followers of Jesus. As Jesus extended healing, mercy, and grace to those on
the margins, those rejected, those who were ostracized and excluded in his day, so we must today
stand with the vulnerable. In this moment in the life of The UMC, protecting the vulner-able means
standing in solidarity with and protection of our LGBTQIA siblings and their fami-lies.
Every single one of our congregations has persons who are LGBTQIA in their church family, whether
we are aware of it or not. I would plead with our pastors and congregations to create safe space for
them. Pray for them, allow them to share their life story without judgment or re-jection, and above
all, love them with the love of Christ.
The actions of the General Conference 2019 are now in the hands of the Judicial Council of The
United Methodist Church, which will meet April 23-26. Both the General Conference and the Council
of Bishops have asked the Judicial Council for declaratory decisions on whether what the General
Conference approved is constitutional or not. While we wait for the decisions of the Judicial Council,
we will continue to be the Church, gathering God’s people for worship, Bible study, the nurturing
of persons, young and old, unto faith, and for the work of ministering to a hurting world. We are
committed to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
I was asked today by what authority I and other bishops speak on the matter of whether we will be a
fully inclusive Church. The only authority I have as a bishop of the Church to call us to be the Church
is the spiritual and moral authority extended to me in my consecration as a bishop. I can only point
us to Jesus. I will seek to follow Jesus, and pray that we will follow him together.
Peace,
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño
Here is the offical motto of the United Methodist Church

Calendar
April 7, Rev. Clyde,  “The Nature of
Blessings” John 12:1-8, Communion
11:30 Leadership Team
April 14, Palm Sunday, Worship led by Gabe House,
Luke 19:28-40
April 18, 7:00, Maundy Thursday – Lord’s Supper
April 19, 7:00, Good Friday Service
April 21, Easter Sunday, Rev. Clyde, “Turning our
    Back on Good News” Luke 20:1-12, Communion

Easter Egg Hunt immediately after worship
April 28, Worship led by Gabe House, John 20:19-38
May 5, Rev. Clyde, Eating in the Presence”
					John 21:1-19
Wednesdays, 7:00, Study on the Sermon on the
Mount, led by Ted Bond

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office: 831.338.6232
Web: http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-CreekUnited-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/
Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:
			
Cell:

831.662.8908
831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
				
831.419.0241
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper:
Gina Billington
831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger,
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for
family members or friends.
Worship Leadership
Ministers: People of the parish
Music Director: Gabriel House

Check out our website at

www.bcumc.com.
The April Mountain
Messenger deadline for
information will be
Sunday, March 31.
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