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“To illuminate the world with 
God’s love by serving our 

community as faithful followers 
of Christ.”

 

Ted Bond announces
a new study

 

Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm 
starting March 13 we will 
be studying The Sermon on 
The Mount by Emmet Fox. 
Join us as we explore Jesus’ practical advice 
for overcoming self defeating thoughts and 
behavior, and living a joyful, fulfilled and 
meaningful life. 

At the recent 
Special General Conference

After four days of prayer, discussion and debate 
at our Special General Conference in St. Louis a 
decision was made to reaffirm the “Traditional” 
stance of our church which declares homosexuality 
incompatible with the Gospel.
A response by Rev. Donna Pritchard, chair of the 
Western Jurisdiction Leadership Team, is on page 
four of this month’s Messenger.
Our Bishop will be available to share her insights 
on the actions of the General Conference on 
Sunday, March 3, 2:30, at the Los Altos United 
Methodist Church. 

Be sure to set your clock ahead on Saturday, 
March 9. You’ll lose an hour of sleep, but 
you would not want to be late for church.

Our Lenten calendar is:
• March 6, Ash Wednesday, 7:00. Gabe House will 

guide this service of reflection.
• April 14, Palm Sunday, Gabe House will share the 

story of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.
• April 18, Maundy Thursday service of communion,  

7:00, Rev. Clyde will offer the Lord’s Supper.
• April 19, Good Friday, Service of Rembrance, 7:00, 

Gabe House will guide our devotions.
• April 21, Easter Sunday. Rev. Clyde will share the 

joy of the Resurrection.



  The Special General Conference
This past week has been a painful week for me, and for many of my 
friends in the United Methodist church. The Special General Conference in St. Louis was 
convened in an effort to affirm our unity and to move ahead with the mission to which 
Jesus Christ has called us.

The final decision reaffirmed the traditional stance that “the practice of homosexuality 
is incompatible with Christian teaching.“ The vote carried by less than a 6% margin. Even 

as the Conference was being prepared, people were scheduling meetings to respond to whatever decisions 
were made. Some have “exit plans” and are ready to move ahead to divide the church. At the time of this 
writing such plans have not been formulated so will have to be shared in future editions of the Mountain 
Messenger.

This reality leaves me with a mixture of feelings. I have been a part of the Methodist Church all my life. I have 
loved the church and been proud of my connection. I have served as an ordained minister since 1963. I would 
love to see our church move ahead with a united mission.

However, our diverse opinions have caused us to focus on the role of LGBTQ persons in the church, rather 
than focusing on the mission we each are called to do. We are deeply divided about same-sex marriage and 
the ordination of LGBTQ persons. Our call to ministry and mission has been sidetracked because we are 
spending time on legal issues in our book of rules (the Discipline) instead of focusing of our call to be faithful 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The church I love has been an inclusive church for centuries. In the 1800’s, Methodist churches served as 
stations on the underground railroad. After the Civil War our church established colleges for the newly 
liberated slave and all of us would be familiar with the names of prominant graduates from these distinguished 
schools. We provided schools for native Americans during our nation’s westward expansion. Our church has 
provided hospitals, colleges and homes for people 
with special needs. We have served all God’s People!

For hundreds of years we have been in ministry and 
have been faithful to the calling of Jesus Christ. I am 
confident that regardless of any decisions to be made 
now, our church will continue to fulfill God’s Holy 
Calling. I encourage each one of us to pray for God’s 
Will as our Church creates a new future.

-Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

You Are Welcome Here!

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome to 
us and to all people, including 
any who are gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender and 
their families. At Boulder Creek 
UMC your friendship is valued and safeguarded. You 
are accepted for who you are. You have a home!

“Though we cannot think alike, may we 
not love alike? May we not be of one 
heart, though we are not of one opinion? 
Without all doubt we may. Herein all 
the children of God may unite, not 
withstanding these smaller differences.
--John Wesley



March Birthdays

3  Sam Imrie
3  Jordan Johnson
6  Isaac Perry
10  Michelle Fauss
12  Amber Carr
15           Dominic Chiechi
17  Shanon Gripkey 
20   Sunshine Johnson 
21 Josh Geist
22  Chrissy Warner
26  Mae Slayer
30  Linda Lininger

March Anniversaries

March 2   Mary & Russ Ericson
March 21, 1993  Les & Shanon Gripkey

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 
and you would like to have it added, please 
send your information to the office:  
bcumc@bcumc.com

JOYS:
Alora’s grandfather is healing well 
after cancer surgery.

Eliza shows off her musical skills as 
she sits at the drums. Watch this 
on the church’s Facebook page.

Cathy Warner writes: “I’m thrilled to announce that 
my new book of poetry, Home By Another Road is 
now available in paperback at Amazon. The Kindle 
edition releases on March 1st.”

For firefighters and other first responders who keep 
us  safe during our winter months.

CONCERNS:
For our Family and Friends: On 
Sundays we name those whose 
situations rest heavily on our heart, 
or who have reason for a new joy. If 
you have a prayer concern please be 
sure to share it with the pastor or 
prayer coordinator.

Members of our church, are finding the cold to be 
very painful for their arthritis. For all those dealing 
with problems during this cold winter we lift them in 
prayer.

After the Special General Conference churches and 
Conferences must make difficult decisions. Pray 
for God’s wisdom and guidance during this time of 
discernment.

For those who are homeless in these cold nights and 
during the rains.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church 
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with them. 

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please 
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office 
with your request.

We are grateful that the Holy 
Spirit is working with our local 
church and the worldwide United 
Methodist Church to continue our 
important ministries in the world.

THANK YOU!

Be sure to log in to our church 
Facebook page to see the sermon from 
previous Sundays.

You’ll want to copy and 
paste the URL to find our 
facebook, then please 
“like” us and become part 
of our social media family. 
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/



Tuesday, February 26, 2019

Donna Pritchard
Rev. Donna Pritchard

 At the 2019 Special Called Session of the General Conference, 
Rev. Donna Pritchard, chair of the Western Jurisdiction 
Leadership Team made this statement on behalf of Western 
Jurisdiction Leadership:

“We have long appreciated the richness of the global 
diversity of our United Methodist Church and have embraced 
opportunities to join with you all in the work of making 
disciples for the transformation of the world.

“We also understand the purpose of the Church to be in mission and ministry. Consequently, we in 
the West have been functioning for years as One Church committed to full inclusion, seeking to be a 
home for all God’s people.

“Today we acknowledge the fracture of this body, yet we worship a God who tells us that the body 
of Christ has many parts, all equally valued. Rooted in Wesleyan tradition, grounded in Scripture and 
committed to mission and ministry, the Western Jurisdiction intends to continue to be one church, 
fully inclusive and open to all God’s children, across the theological and social spectrum.

“We know from experience we are stronger when we live together as progressives, traditionalists 
and centrists in our Church. Many times during this Conference we have sung or prayed or blessed 
each other with the reminder that we need each other.

Thank you.”

In two weeks, the leadership of the Western Jurisdiction will meet. We want to be clear that the 
leadership of the Western Jurisdiction believes in one church for all. Mission and ministry is too 
important. This is where we stand, we are not moving, we are not leaving, and we are not changing.

_ _ _ _ _

Here is the offical motto of the United Methodist Church
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Calendar
March 3, Rev. Clyde,  “The More 
Things Change the More They Stay 
the Same” Luke 9:28-36,  
   Communion

 11:30 Leadership Team

March 6, 7:00 Ash Wednesday Service

    March 9, Remember to set your clock forward

March 10, Worship led by Gabe House, Luke 4:1-13

March 13, 7:00, Study on the Sermon on the Mount 
 (and every Wednesday after that)

March 17, Worship led by Gabe House,  
 Luke 13:31-35

March 24, Worship led by Gabe House, Luke 13:1-9

March 31, Worship led by Ted Bond

April 7, Rev. Clyde,  “The Nature of Blessings”  
 John 12:1-8, Communion

  11:30 Leadership Team

The April Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, March 31.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/Boulder-Creek-
United-Methodist-Church-179851719450777/

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
    831.419.0241
 
Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Worship Leadership 
Ministers:  People of the parish
Music Director:  Gabriel House

Check out our website at
www.bcumc.com.


