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“To illuminate the world with 
God’s love by serving our 

community as faithful followers 
of Christ.”

 

Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ,

As you are likely 
aware, we in the 
El Camino District 
have recently 
been blessed with 
a new District 
Superintendent, the 
Rev. Shinya Goto. He 
has already begun 
working diligently 
to do the work of 
getting acclimated 
to this new job, planning charge conferences, and 
getting to know those of us in the district. Now, we 
also have a job! As his new district, we are called to 
have a Service of Installation, beginning his tenure 
among us with worship and good wishes.

You are invited to join us for this Service of Installation 
at Los Altos United Methodist Church, Sunday, 
September 17th at 2pm, with reception following. 
All are welcome! We hope you will be able to be 
with us to share this time of welcome and worship.

with gratitude and hope,

El Camino District Superintendency Committee

Rev. Cate Noellert

Rev. Keith Inouye

ev. Kim Risedorph

Los Altos UMC is located at 655 Magdalena Ave, Los 
Altos 94024, at the corner of Foothill Express-way 
and Magdalena Avenue.

UMCOR Responds to Harvey
By Mary Andreolli*

UMCOR is currently working with disaster coordinators 
and early response teams to provide relief to the 
many victims of hurricane/tropical storm Harvey. We 
will continue to update this page and UMCOR social 
media as we receive new information. 

 5 Things You Can Do

1. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have 
been impacted by hurricane/tropical storm Harvey. 
Please also pray for the Early Response Teams, disaster 
coordinators, and many volunteers in The Texas 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
Río Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church 
and Central Texas 
Conference who 
are working 
tirelessly to 
provide relief 
after Harvey.

[Cont’d on P. 2]



Part of the Solution?

We have a freezer in the garage. During the summer, when 
the garage is closed up, it gets warm inside and the freezer has to work 
harder. As the freezer works harder it emits heat which further warms up 
the space. By working hard to keep our food frozen the freezer becomes 
a part of the problem!

“If you are not a part of the solution you are a part of the problem” is a  
misquote from Eldridge Cleaver, but often used. And there is so much truth to it. It is quite 
easy to simply hope that “someone” will come along and find a solution. We hear often that 
people have walked past crisis situations unwilling to stop and help.

Jesus had harsh words for those who “pass by on the other side” but words of praise for those 
who stop and help. This is a time when all of us need to step forward to assist out sisters and 
brothers who are in crisis. Our church will be supporting work in the recovery from Hurricane 
Harvey. That said we also have a role in pushing our elected officials as they make decisions. 
Our views should speak out of our perspective as a part of God’s Family. Jesus calls us to care 
for one another and to give our coat AND our cloak to those in need.

I hope that we will not be those who pump more hot air into an already overheated situation, 
but that we will provide a cooling balm in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

Blessings,

Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner
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2. Make relief kits, send complete kits to http://
www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-
Supply-Network/Relief-Supply-Network, shipping 
label/packing list instructions

3. Give to UMCOR’s relief and recovery efforts: 
https://secure3.convio.net/…/SPageNaviga…/
umcor_donate.html…

4. Donate only those items requested.
 
5. Please wait for an invitation to volunteer. 

A check may be made out to Boulder Creek 
UMC, please mark UMCOR/Texas on the check, 
and given to the church. Administrative funding 
for UMCOR comes from other sources so 100% 
of your donation will go for relief and rebuilding 
work in the area devistated by Huricane Harvey.

You Are Welcome Here!

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
we celebrate God’s welcome to 
us and to all people, including 
any who are gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender and 
their families. At Boulder Creek UMC your friendship is 
valued and safeguarded. You are accepted for who you 
are. You have a home!



September Birthdays

  7 Lisi Johnson
13  Tyler Huffman (1996)
20 Karen Yost
21 Oliver Parr 
 Sandy Sanders
23 Ella Parr
25 Bridget Parr
 Lucia Geist

[We have no anniversaries listed. Are we missing 
someone?]

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 
and you would like to have it added, please 
send your information to the office:  
bcumc@bcumc.com

JOYS:
Eliza Bond entered the world at 
11:56 p.m., Aug. 24. Alora and 
Ted are doing well, but it had to 
be Caesarean Section after 72 
hours of labor!

John Beisner has finished a 40 
day course of radiation therapy. He will get the 
results the end of Sept. Praises for his supporter, 
Char!

CONCERNS:
Linda Lininger has been struggling with a bad 
reaction to a medication. Prayers for her and 
Katie! 

Bob Belzer continues to have problems with his 
feet and Diana is facing surgery again to ease a 
very painful situation.

Gina B. asks our prayers for Jonathan, dealing 
with cancer, and his mother, Sylvia. Anyone 
wishing to help this family can contact Gina.

We continue to hold Ron Perry & Becky in our 
prayers. The August report indicates that their 
plans are mostly on a day-to-day basis. They are 
planning to attend a family wedding in Vermont.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church 
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with 
them. We think of Cynthia Sutter and Phyllis 
Mayfield, who would love to be at church, if they 
were able.

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, 
please contact Linda Lininger, our prayer 
coordinator, LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or 
the church office with your request.

THANKS!
Maggie Barr is 
organizing a team 
to deliver meals 
to the Bonds. 
Thanks Maggie for 
organizing this and 
thanks to the many 
volunteers who are 
able and willing to 
prepare these meals.
THANK YOU!



A Word from Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous.  For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even 
the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? 
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, there-
fore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43-48 (NRSV)

I was stunned, sickened and saddened by what happened 
last Saturday in Charlottesville, VA. Before us for all the 
world to see was that moment of extreme conflict between 
White supremacists and counter protestors.

I was watching the news and thinking, “This is what hap-
pens in Nairobi, in Nice, in London, but not in Charlottesville, VA.” But of course, it does happen here as 
well. Do we ever learn? In Charlottesville, in London, in Nice, in Nairobi, in Barcelona, do we ever learn?

Charlottesville, VA was a deadly fight over symbols of the wrong values. But there was something about 
this particular moment of violence that felt qualitatively different to me. Perhaps we are living in days that 
are qualitatively different; days of outrageous, uncensored, inhumane violence with too little resistance 
and even less accountability for those who are acting out in deadly ways.

I was at the annual assembly of MARCHA, our United Methodist Hispanic/Latino caucus, when I learned 
about what was happening in Charlottesville. There were more than 300 excited leaders present; cream of 
the crop leaders of all ages who have made a difference in the church and in society; transformative agents 
in God’s world. They were celebrating the 25th anniversary of the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Minis-
try envisioning the future with hopeful hearts. But when the violence in Charlottesville, VA occurred, it was 
as if the very air in the room had been sucked out and we could not breath.

The power for God’s work these leaders thought they had, suddenly felt very weak. They quickly remem-
bered that privilege was not on their side.  They were reminded as I was reminded that racism is yet alive 
in this country breeding nativism and xenophobia. I have come to learn that in other parts of the world the 
struggle is with tribalism and neo-colonialism, but the root of these human struggles is the same: hate of 
the other that leads to death.

There is the death of the gifts, abilities, talents, wisdom and aspirations of the other as we reject the other 
person. It is their loss but our loss as well. For some, the death is literal like the death of the two state 
troopers who died in Charlottesville, VA., and the death of the beautiful young woman, Heather Heyer.  
God have mercy upon their souls and upon our souls.

Just hours after Heather Heyer’s death I heard the strong voice of her mother. She shared on a television 
news program that she was being asked if she felt hate toward those who had murdered her daughter.  
With amazing moral strength and courage she said that she felt deep sadness, but she refused to hate.  
She said that hate was not what her daughter believed in nor was hate what her family stood for. No!  She 
would not allow hate to be her response to even the cruel death inflicted upon her daughter.



I am humbled by this woman’s witness. I am not sure I could stand with such conviction if it had been my daugh-
ter who had been murdered. This strong woman’s witness reminds me of Jesus’ own words.  Jesus said:

“You know that you are to love your neighbor, but I say to you love your enemies,  pray for those who persecute 
you… be true children of God in heaven.”
In no uncertain terms, Jesus tells us that even the hate-spewing culprits of violence in Charlottesville, VA with 
their neo-Nazi identity, their fascists signs and messaging, and with all the vulgarity of their wrong values, even 
they, receive the God-given gifts of having the sun rise for them, and the rains of heaven fall upon them and 
refresh their lives, just like the righteous do.

Certainly it is the nature of God’s love. God’s love is unmerited, unconditional and faithful, flowing for each one 
of us without exception.  I also believe that God loves even our enemies and calls us to love them as well be-
cause God knows something about our human condition: we are all broken and in need of not only God’s love, 
but each other’s love as well.

When I arrived a year ago to my new assignment in the California-Nevada Conference, with the help of the 
Cabinet and other conference leaders, I began an itineration of visits to circuits of pastors, and local churches, 
interspersed with regional receptions.  My last stop on this itineration happened this past May as I visited the 
churches in the Eureka, CA region.

As we arrived in Eureka I knew immediately that I needed to learn quickly and listen carefully for this was a 
region like I had never visited before.  I had to keep reminding myself that this was Eureka not Yreka!  About 100 
persons gathered: two African Americans, a married couple, me a Brown woman and 97 White persons.  Ev-
eryone was warm and welcoming, but I knew that I had to engage in this setting in a different way than I had in 
other places.  I told those gathered that I would share a little about myself and then ask that they share about 
themselves.

Close to the end of our time together I shared with these good United Methodists about the impact of racism 
upon my life, not only the racism I have experienced in society, but also the racism I have experienced in The 
United Methodist Church. When I finished sharing I invited those gathered to share what they wanted to share 
back to me.

After a long minute a man stood up.  He was an older man.  In my reading of him he seemed gruff and I thought 
I caught a scornful look on his face.  With a bit of hesitancy he began to speak.  He told us that he had been born 
in the South, that he had been taught the values of his family, and that growing up he had never questioned 
these values.  Then in a strong voice he declared he was a racist.  The silence in that sanctuary was deep and 
thoughtful and filled with some surprise. 

I was trying to think of how to process the moment in our conversation when I noticed that the man’s face had 
turned red, and that his head was leaning into his chest.  Then he looked up and around at those sitting in the 
congregation and said through a quivering voice, “I do not want to be a racist.”  He thanked everyone for loving 
him and asked forgiveness from all who might have been affected by the learned racism within him.  He asked 
for everyone’s help in overcoming his racism committing before all present that to the last breath of life that 
God might give him, he would fight against his racism.  Tears flowed down his face and down all our faces.

It was a holy moment thick with the presence of the Holy Spirit, a joyful peace descending upon us.    Then the 
man standing before us looked straight at me and with a smile that allowed me to truly see him, said, “Bishop, 
you’re not what I expected.”  I felt my blood pressure flutter and thought that he was about to work out his rac-
ism, maybe some of his sexism, right before us.  Then he said something that caught me off guard.  “Bishop, you 
are taller than I expected you to be.”   I didn’t even have my highest heels on!  In that very moment I fell in love 
with brother Neal!  Truth be told, he definitely stands much taller than I do and I long to learn more from him.

As Christians we are called to grow a church that loves God, loves neighbor, but is also sufficiently mature to 
know that even our enemies are to receive our love – for their healing and blessing, and  our healing and bless-
ing.  May Christ Jesus be our help.

Your Sister in Christ,

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño
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Calendar
Sept. 3, Rev. Clyde, “Paul’s 
Difficult Words”   Romans 
12:9-21, Communion 

 After worship: Leadership Team

Sept. 10, Worship led by Gabe House, 

  Matthew 18:15-20

Sept. 17, Worship led by Gabe House, 

  Matthew 18:21-35

Sept. 24, Worship led by Gabe House, 

  Matthew 20:1-16

Oct. 1, Rev. Clyde, “Putting our Faith into our
 Lives”   Matthew 21:23-32, Communion

 After Worship: Leadership Team

Sundays, Choir Practice: 9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

The October Mountain 
Messenger deadline for 

information will be
Sunday, Sept. 24.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/BoulderCreek-
CAUnitedMethodistChurch

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
    831.419.0241
 
Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or 
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger, 
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for 
family members or friends.

Worship Leadership 
Ministers:  People of the parish
Music Director:  Gabriel House

Sundays - Youth breakfast, 9:00 a.m. with Bible 
Discussion 

Our website is up and running! 
Check it out at
www.bcumc.com.
Thank you to Gabe House for the hard work to 
create and maintain our website. It’s a great tool 
to help people know more about our church.


