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Best wishes to Gabe & Ted
“To illuminate the world with
God’s love by serving our
community as faithful followers
of Christ.”
The Legend of St. Valentine
The history of Valentine’s Day–
and the story of its patron saint–
is shrouded in mystery. Who was
Saint Valentine, and how did
he become associated with this
ancient rite?
One legend contends that Valentine was a priest
who served during the third century in Rome. When
Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made
better soldiers than those with wives and families,
he outlawed marriage for young men. Valentine,
realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius
and continued to perform marriages for young
lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were
discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to
death.
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been
killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh
Roman prisons, where they were often beaten and
tortured. According to one legend, an imprisoned
Valentine actually sent the first “valentine” greeting
himself after he fell in love with a young girl who
visited him during his confinement. Before his
death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter signed
“From your Valentine,” an expression that is still
in use today. The stories all emphasize his appeal
as a sympathetic, heroic and–most importantly–
romantic figure. By the Middle Ages, perhaps thanks
to this reputation, Valentine would become one of
the most popular saints in England and France.

Gabe House & Ted Bond both had appointments
with the District Committee
on Ministry to explore
their call to ministry. There
are numerous paths to be
considered as they seek
to fulfill God’s Will in their
lives.
Fancy terms include Local
Pastor, Ordained Elder,
Deacon and so many others.
Gabe and Ted have so many choices as they explore
their paths to ministry over the next several years.
We will want to keep each of them in our thoughts
and prayers during this exploration. There will
also be books, classes and
study time for each of
these as they pursue their
calling.
We will also want to keep
the District Committee
on Ministry in our prayers
as they continue their
vital task of encouraging,
guiding and screening for ministry in the churches
of our Conference. By the way, our own Linda
Lininger serves as a member of this committee.
This is a time of real joy!

Our new website is up and
running! Check it out at

www.bcumc.com.
Thank you to Gabe House for the hard work
to create our website. It’s a great tool to help
people know more about our church.

Are God’s Gifts Good?

Clyde’s
Corner

Hmmm ... I knew a farmer who wanted to have rain on one side of his
field, but rain would destroy the crop on the other side. He didn’t know how to pray!
Have you ever felt like that? I have, and didn’t know what I wanted to ask God.
This is so often true in health issues. A person who has a serious, irreversable health
condition might pray for a gentle end, and the promised gift of eternal life. While the
family may want to keep them alive, they also see the pain and weakness and hope
for a blessed release.
Is rain a good gift? YES! Are resulting mud-slides and downed trees a gift? Not so much. It is hard to let God
know what we want and how we feel. That said, we like to tell God what to do. Praying to have one team win
the Super Bowl means that another team loses. Does God take sides? Prayers of gratitude when a person
survives a terrible crash, when others die, might suggest that “God loves me more than someone else.” I
don’t think so. I do not believe that God takes sides.
Jesus says that it “rains on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matt. 5:45). That’s not a fun message. Don’t
we all think that God is supposed to “like me better” because I’m good and others are NOT as good? Jesus
lets us know that it doesn’t work that way.
You and I can be grateful for rain, and accept the consequences, or we can rail against the storm (which
doesn’t accomplish much). Life comes with sun and rain, health and disease, success and failure. That’s just
the way it is. When I see God face-to-face, I’ll ask why that is, but until
then I’ve just got to accept the fact.
How do you respond? If you’ve got a good answer, please share it with
me. Until then I’ll just accept the fact that God knows ... and I don’t!
Hope to see you Sunday. Blessings,

Rev. Clyde

Helping the Poor
The neighborhood of Manshiyet Nasir (known as ‘Garbage City’) lies on the outskirts of Cairo, made
famous by St. Samaan’s Monastery, a place of refuge for the neighborhood. A wide cobblestone lane
lined with palm trees and streetlights winds up to the famous church—a 10,000 seat amphitheater
carved out of and built into a giant cave. The view of Cairo from here is just plain phenomenal.
Tourists visiting the monastery typically bus in and bus out, very rarely venturing to walk the surrounding
streets. If they did, they would encounter dozens of hospitable and
hard-working families sorting Cairo’s trash into recyclables of all
flavors and types.
The residents of Garbage City are called the zabaleen, or ‘people
of the garbage’. The smallest of children participate in the family
business, whether separating food waste from recyclable wrappers,
sorting plastics by color and weight, cutting the lids off tin cans,
passing paper through the shredder or aluminum cans through the
crusher. Everyone in the family works long and hard.
In these slums, especially amongst the poorest of the poor, the value of education is a rather abstract
concept. It’s a hard sell, let’s say. But for a quarter century now, Stephen’s Children has been trying to
change that. Having established nearly a hundred schools in the slums, they estimate that half of their
effort is spent sending mentors out into the community to talk with parents about the importance of
their children attending school. 							
[Cont’d next page]

One such mentor, Sabah, has been visiting one particular
family every week for four years. The family has ten
children, of which Demenia is one. She was the first of her
siblings to go to school and we met her on her first day—
she is eight. And precious.
On a child’s first few times at school, a teacher welcomes
them at the front gate and washes their feet, literally. This
is an exercise in both humility and honor. As Demenia is
getting her feet washed, the teacher points to a scar and
inquires—does it hurt? Yes. What is it? A nail. Embedded
and healed over.
Wearing her new pair of blue flip flops, Demenia is walked
upstairs to the doctor who volunteers at the school a couple hours a week. She gets in line behind other
children with suspicious scabs and obvious infections. A little while later the nail is gently extracted and the
wound bandaged.
In class, Demenia receives an activity book and pencil—her first. Emad, COO of Stephen’s Children and our
gracious host, explained that many of the children when given a clean sheet of paper immediately crumple it
into a ball because that’s the only way they’ve ever seen it.
While the children learn to read and write and not crumple their paper, their mothers are sorting trash in
the ground floor of their home and their fathers are likely working in factories, if not sleeping after collecting
Cairo’s garbage through the night.
There are many types of factories, each specializing in a different recyclable product and different phase of
the process. Once separated from trash, the plastics are sorted by color so that when they are melted down
and chopped into pellets the finished product will be as pure a color as possible. Clear plastic (like water
bottles and drinking cups) are most valuable, while colored plastic (like red buckets or blue pails) is least
valuable.
With much of Garbage City’s exports sent to China, your next iPhone case and car bumper will very likely be
made from some of this raw material.
						[Source Bittersweetmonthly.com]

Word from Ted
In January we began learning about Joseph and the story of how the family
of Jacob came to be Egyptians. We will be continuing to follow this story into
February. Please come join us at 9am for a time of eating and fellowship for young
and old.
Ted Bond

Pictures of our youth & children’s program

JOYS:
Sunshine Johnson is still
recovering from her heart
surgery. Some restrictions, but is
getting stronger.
Rev. Clyde had shoulder surgery
(outpatient) and will be doing rehab for the next
three weeks. Otherwise, he’s doing fine.
We are thankful for rain. Doesn’t the air smell nice
just after it’s rained?
United Methodist Committee on Relief: South and
Central Georgia have been affected by three storms
in four months. “The South Georgia Conference
has invited UMCOR to partner with it in disaster
response and recovery ministries… and the local
churches and communities have already begun to
help many take their next steps toward recovery,”
Cathy Earl said.

CONCERNS:
Katie Jacobson had successful surgery in January.
She still will have more dental surgery. Prayers for
her patience, faith and complete recovery.
Phyllis Mayfield continues to regain her strength.
Bouts with the flu have kept her down. Our love and
prayers go to her!

February Birthdays

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with them.

1
4
11
14
15
18
20

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, please
contact Linda Lininger, our prayer coordinator,
LindaLinCA@aol.com, the Pastor or the church office
with your request.

21
22
25

THANKS!

February Anniversaries

First Responders and utility workers who do their
important and dangerous work. We depend on them
to keep us safe and to keep the power on.

To our faithful members who carry God’s Love within
our church and into the community. THANK YOU!

Karen Golding
Mike Johnson
Jayden Johnson
Clark Yost
Keira Nicole Fauss
Mary Bishop
Araceli Acker
John Lynch
Sheila Vaughn
Aolele Johnson
Sierra Chiechi

February 14, 2002 John Lynch & Amy
			
Loofbourow
February 24, 1979 Mary & Brad Bishop
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed and
you would like to have it added, please send your
information to the office:
bcumc@bcumc.com

Calendar
Feb. 5, Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany, Rev. Clyde, “Ya’ 		
really Oughta” Matthew 5:1320, Communion
After Worship, Leadership Team
Feb. 12, Worship led by Gabe House
Feb. 19, Worship led by Gabe House
Feb. 26, Worship led by Gabe House
Mar. 5, First Sunday in Lent, Rev. Clyde, “The
Devil Made Me Do It!”
Matthew 4:1-11, Communion
After Worship, Leadership Team
Choir Practice: Sundays, 9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office: 831.338.6232
Web: http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/BoulderCreekCAUnitedMethodistChurch
Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:
			
Cell:

831.662.8908
831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
				
831.419.0241
Children’s Ministry Asst., Alora Bond
				
408.332.4818
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper:
Gina Billington
831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact the pastor, or
the prayer chain coordinator, Linda Lininger,
LindaLinCA@aol.com, if you wish prayers for
family members or friends.
Worship Leadership
Ministers: People of the parish
Music Director: Gabriel House
The March Mountain Messenger
deadline for information will be
Sunday, February 26.
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Sundays - Youth breakfast, 9:00
a.m. Bible Discussion

