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“To illuminate the world with 
God’s love by serving our 

community as faithful followers 
of Christ.”

 

Thanksgiving Day at 
BCUMC

On Thanksgiving Day an army of volunteers 
gathered to serve a turkey dinner to all 
who came (more than 60). Special thanks 
go to Linda Lininger, Maggie Barr, Gabe 
House (and family) and so many others 
that picked up food, delivered it, brought 
microwaves, etc. Other meals were 
delivered to homeless in our area.

Saturday, Dec. 24, 7:00
Please join us for a time of joy and inspiration as 
we welcome the Christ Child into our lives. This will 
be a memorable service of Carols and Scripture.

There will also be special music from our choir 
and individual members of our church.

On Christmas Sunday 
morning we will do things a 
bit differently. We will begin 
our worship at 11:00, and it 
will be VERY informal. You are 
welcome to come as you are. 
There will be hot chocolate and 

some Christmas cookies. Our children will 
have a special time celebrating Jesus’ birth.

Hard at work in the kitchen!

Our guests enjoying a
delicious turkey dinner

Our new website is up and 
running! Check it out at
www.bcumc.com.
Thank you to Gabe House for the hard work 
to create our website. It’s a great tool to help 
people know more about our church.



Advent is Full of Surprises
Advent is always a surprise! According to one source it is “the arrival 
of a notable person, thing, or event, such as ‘the advent of television.’” The birth 
stories are always surprising. No one expected Jesus to be born when he was, where 
he was or how he was. He didn’t “do it right.” 

He was predicted, but people expected the Messiah to come on a white horse with 
avenging angels, or to be born of royalty. But he was born in a manger, in Israel (in 
Bethlehem of all places!) to a carpenter’s family. What a surprise!

I don’t know how many of you share my feelings about advances in high tech. Just when I think I understand 
and can use the modern technology, something comes along and my stuff is obsolete. Suddenly there’s a new 
bit of software, a new device or a new way to do things and I’m playing catch-up ... and never succeeding! 
That kind of surprise describes Advent for me. Just when we think we have God all figured out, just when 
things are predictable, God does it somehow differently and we’ve got to adjust.

Life is full of surprises, and during Advent we celebrate the greatest surprise of all, “The Word of God made 
Flesh.”

Blessings,

Rev. Clyde

Clyde’s
Corner

A funny Advent story
from Father Wagner 

The Rev. Joshua Wagner told a funny sermon 
story during the 8 a.m. Mass at St. Dominic 
Catholic Church on the Near East Side. I’ll 
paraphrase it here.

Wagner, who is in his early 30s, spoke of being 
a young boy eager for a Transformers action 
figure one particular Christmas. His parents had 
a rule that he couldn’t get out of bed until 5 a.m. 
to wake them up and open gifts. But the young 
boy couldn’t stand it, so at 4 a.m. he snuck down 
to the tree to have a look. He remembered the 
tree was beautiful, all lit up and surrounded 
by presents. Some were obviously socks and 
underwear, he said, but one looked promising 
and was marked with, “To Joshua.” Against his 
better judgment, he peeled back a little bit of 
the wrapping paper and saw he had received 
a Decepticon (it’s a Transformers thing), just as 
he had hoped.

Thrilled, he put the wrapping paper back 
together and snuck back upstairs. Then, about 
an hour later, he woke up his parents and 

headed downstairs. Much to all their surprise, 
they found a note from Santa that explained 
that, because Joshua had peeked at his toy, 
Santa had taken back all the presents.

Wagner told St. Dominic today he hasn’t 
cried that hard many times in his life. The 
congregation was cracking up.

It turned out it was all a prank by Wagner’s 
brother, who had seen him peeking. The 
presents came back out.

Then Wagner deadpanned: “The unfortunate 
end of that story is that we haven’t seen my 
brother Mark since.” His parishioners howled 
at that one. (He was kidding, of course.)

Wagner used the story to explain that, during 
Advent, Christians wait in eager anticipation 
of the gift of Christmas: the coming of Jesus. 
But unlike toys, it’s OK to take a sneak peek, he 
explained.

That’s because God “wants us to anticipate. 
And it’s a present he’ll never ever take away 
from us,” Wagner said.



Word from Ted
Our last project for the month of November was to make the Shekinah Glory, or 
the cloud of God’s presence that filled the tabernacle. The word Shekinah is a 
word that means “presence” or “dwelling.” The Rabbi’s used it to describe the 
glory of God’s presence in the tabernacle. The incarnation is the miracle of God’s 
presence among us as a human being. As we move into the advent season we will 
be telling the story of how God became human as we build a manger scene in our 
tabernacle. All the while we will be looking for God’s presence in our lives now. One 
of Jesus’ favorite metaphors is that of a party, so to celebrate his birthday we are 
going to be have a Jesus birthday party on Saturday December 17 from 2 to 5. Bring 
the little ones for crafts, games, snacks, and birthday cake!

Ted Bond

Pictures of our youth & children’s program in action



JOYS:
Our Church Conference held 
in November. Thanks to Rev. 
Jay Pierce for officiating. And 
we supported Gabe House 
and Ted Bond as they explore 
their calls to ministry in the 

church. It was a delightful evening.

It was good to see Bob Belzer back in church. He 
has appreciated the prayers of his church family. 
We are thankful for rain. Doesn’t the air smell nice 
just after it’s rained?

UMCOR: continues to respond to crises in our 
nation and abroad.

CONCERNS:
First Responders and utility workers who do their 
important and dangerous work. We depend on 
them to keep us safe and to keep the power on.

For our shut-ins who are unable to be in church 
because of age or illness. Our prayers are with 
them.

If you have joys or concerns and desire prayer, 
please contact Linda Lininger, our prayer 
coordinator, LindaLinCA@aol.com, or the church 
office with your request.

THANKS!
To Kristin Centofante who has shared her insights 
and wisdom once a month in 2016. She had a 
long commute to be with us and has let us know 
that November was her last month. THANK YOU 
KRISTIN!

Ron Perry returned to Virginia Mason Hospital 
on Monday for several appointments: with 
his surgeon to 
have his feed tube 
removed and with 
his oncologist 
for reassessment 
and next step for 
treatment. 

Ron will need to undergo an intensive 5 weeks, 
5 days per week chemotherapy/radiation 
regimen to continue to reduce the cancer.

Visit: www.caringbridge.org/visit/ronperry 

December 
Birthdays

    2   Linda Lee Edwards
  10   Alexis Imrie
  15   Amy Loofborough
  25   Tuck Hartshorn
  31   Andy Johnson

December Anniversaries
 We have none recorded! Did we miss 
someone???

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed and 
you would like to have it added, please send your 
information to the office:  
bcumc@bcumc.com



 Church Officers for 2017
For Boulder Creek UMC

Lay Leader   ____________________________________     

Leadership Team
 Chair:    Gina Jett
 Secretary  Linda Lininger
 Members      Focus   Class of:
 Wayne Hendrix     Trustees  2019
 Tony Chiechi      Trustees  2018
 _______________     Trustees  2017
 Linda Linginger, Chair    SPRC   2019
 Dan Jett      SPRC   2018
 Maggie Barr      SPRC   2017
 Gabe House      Finance  2019
 Dan Jett      Finance  2018
 Bob Belzer      Finance  2017 
 Ted Bond      Program & Mission 2019
 Carol Baggerly     Program & Mission 2018
 __________________    Program & Mission 2017
 Clyde Vaughn      Pastor

Nominating Committee
 Gina Jett
 Lelayna Carr
 Linda Lininger

Lay Member to Annual Conference - 2017 – 2020  
Linda Lininger     

   
Church Historian    ___________________ 

Communications Coordinator:  Clyde Vaughn   
    
Leadership Beyond the Local Church (information only)

Linda Lininger, member, District Committee on Ordained Ministry

Preparing for Advent
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December, 2016 Mountain Messenger

Calendar
Dec. 4, Second Sunday of 
Advent, Rev. Clyde, “What is 
our Baptism?” Matthew 3:1-
12, Communion

Dec. 7, 7:00  Leadership Team Meets

Dec. 11, Worship led by Gabe House

Dec. 18, Worship led by Gabe House

Dec. 24, 7:00, Christmas Eve Service of 
Scripture and Carols. Be sure to come and 
invite friends.

Dec. 25, Christmas Sunday, 11:00 a.m., Rev. 
Clyde, “Telling the Story” Matthew 1:18-25, 
Communion

Jan. 1, Epiphany Sunday, Rev. Clyde,  
 “The Story in the Stars” Matthew 2:1-12,  
 Communion

Choir Practice: Sundays, 9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

The January Mountain Messenger 
deadline for information will be

Sunday, Dec. 25.

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church
Church office:  831.338.6232 
Web:  http://bcumc.com
Join us on Facebook, friend us at:
https://www.facebook.com/BoulderCreek-
CAUnitedMethodistChurch

Pastor: Rev. Clyde Vaughn:  831.662.8908
   Cell:  831.212.1052

Children’s Ministry Director: Ted Bond
    831.419.0241
Children’s Ministry Asst., Alora Bond
    408.332.4818
 
Church Administrator &  Bookkeeper:
    Gina Billington    831.246.0394
Prayer Chain, please contact either pastor, or 
the church office if you wish prayers for family 
members or friends.

Worship Leadership 
Ministers:  People of the parish
Music Director:  Gabriel House

Sundays - right after church, 
Youth meal, Bible Discussion 
and homework help


