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Great Time
Lloyd and I went to see The Post. It is the  
story of The Washington Post disclosing to 
the world the Pentagon Papers exposing the  
dynamics surrounding the war in Vietnam. It is 
also the story of one woman’s courage to take 
her newspaper into international scrutiny as well 
as risk her entire world of power, relationships,  
reputation and money.       

As Katherine Graham finds her own courage 
and conviction, she quotes Samuel Johnson as  
saying, “A woman’s preaching is like a dog’s  
walking on his hind legs. It is not done well; but  
you are surprised to find it done at all.” I was the only  
person in the theatre that laughed out loud!

My experiences in Cullman last week would present an opposing argument to Samuel Johnson. In the  
pictures on this page you can see a little of what I saw as I met the women that I will mentor this year for Baptist  
Women in Ministry. They are above and the entire group of mentors and mentees is below. I included my  
mentees’ names so that you can pray for them, and me, as we walk this next year together. Most are under the 
age of 30; they are seminary trained; ordained; and are in their first year of ministry at their church. My group 
talked openly of their calling and refreshed my resource list with books that have been useful to them already 
in their ministry.

I was filled with hope to see all of these CBF 
and American Baptist women fill a room with 
their laughter and support for one another. 
“At last!” I thought. “Maybe my ministry has 
not been in vain.”  For so long I have been 
the sole female voice or the only woman on a  
committee and here was an entire room filled 
with capable women responding to the call of 
God on their lives. I dare anyone to say they 
look like a dog walking on two legs, and woe 
be to the person who might suggest their 
preaching is not done well! 

From left to right: Natalie Webb, San Antonio, TX; Judith Myers, 
Spartenburg, SC; Pastor Sarah; Brittany Caldwell, Wilson City, NC; 
Meriah VanderWeide, Tipton IN

School for Christian Living 2018
Registration OPEN!

Sign up online
www.bcoc.net/SFCL2018

Or visit the Fellowship Hall



WHO IS THIS MAN?
The Wednesday night Lenten study will be led by Pastor 
Sarah.  She will explore the unpredictable impact that  
Jesus made not just in his day but through history and 
art ever since.  Join us for prayers and Bible Study on  
Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m.
 February 21:   The Man who Won’t Go Away
 February 28:   Catching Up with Jesus
 March 7:   The Power of Forgiveness
 March 14:  It’s a Small World
 March 21:   Three Days that Changed the World

2017 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW!

Your contribution statements for last year are available 
on the website. Below are some instructions if you need a  
refresher on how to access your statement:

1. www.bcoc.net/members
2. Click Directory, Attendance and Contribution  

Information
3. Login using your personal email and password 

If you would like your contribution statement mailed please 
contact the church office, 205-328-9969.

Please note the door codes to the church 
changed on Sunday, February 4.  If you have not 
received your deacon assignment letter with the 
new code please contact the church office. ASHES TO GO

11:30 A.M.
Pastor Sarah and volunteers will 
be near and around UAB to impart 
ashes on those who would like 
to receive them. If you would be  
interested in participating this 
year, please let Pastor Sarah know.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
6:30 P.M.  

Join us to mark the beginning of the Lenten season with an 
Ash Wednesday Service. Fellowship dinner is at 5:30 p.m. The  
service will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Please  
contact the church office by Monday at 3:00 p.m. if you 
would like to make a dinner reservation. 

OPEN TABLE FORUM
FEBRUARY 11

The Sub-Committee for studying Missions and  
Ministries Giving has presented on Wednesday nights 
January 31 and February 7. Because they presented  new 
definitions for missions and ministries for our consideration 
AND how this may affect our budget as soon as 2019, we 
thought Open Table Forum sessions should be offered for  
conversation and thoughtful consideration.  Peggy  
Sanderford-Ponder and Bill Peeples have agreed to lead 
these sessions.  The second session will be during the  
Sunday School hour on Sunday February 11.  Come and join 
us!

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

March 25  Palm Sunday
March 28  No Wednesday programming
March 29  Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
March 30  Good Friday, 6:00 p.m.
March 31  Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00 a.m.
April 1  Easter Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Are you still looking for a way to serve at Covenant?

The Worship Committee is looking for additional  
volunteers to the committee, Ushers/Greeters, Help 
with Baptism, Help with Lord’s Supper, and Help with  
Decorations.
Please contact Sally McElroy, sally1742@bellsouth.net if 
you would like to have your name added to one or more of 
these lists.

The Mercedes Marathon is taking place across  
downtown Birmingham this Sunday, February 11. 

The race starts at 7:00 a.m. and will be in full swing at 
9:00 a.m. when our worship begins. 
You can see a course map HERE. Highland Ave. and 2nd 
Ave. S will be closed. 
Please be mindful of traffic and road closures  as you 
make your way to church on Sunday! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
Feb. 21 - 
March 21
March 28
April 4

“Who Is This Man,” Pastor Sarah

No Activities (Holy Week)
Business Meeting

ASH WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 14



School for Christian Living 2018School for Christian Living 2018

Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Class Session I
11:30 a.m. Lunch break
12:15 p.m. Class Session II
1:00 p.m.  Dismissal

Childcare is available through the end of 
SFCL all three weeks.

Visit

www.bcoc.net/SFCL2018
 to register online.

Or stop by the registration table 
in the Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 

and Sundays!

Adults choose a class to attend all three weeks.  
Class enrollment is limited to 25 persons.

Hidden WHoleness: living and leading WitH Wisdom
Led By eiLeen CampBeLL-Reed

So often our spiritual lives are compartmentalized. In a world that keeps 
us sitting at our computers, filling our homes with more things, and  
cramming more information into our minds, while dividing us further from our  
neighbors. We need to renew our bodies, minds and hearts with the  
wholeness that comes only from God. Eileen will lead us to deepen our  
understanding of our whole lives and our leadership roles. Together we will 
explore a spirituality that is embodied, relational and connected.  

a Parent’s guide to understanding ‘tWeens and teens 
Led By KRisten BeRthiaume

If you have, or work with, kids ages 10 through early adulthood, you  
probably spend your days alternately amazed and horrified by what 
comes out of their mouths. This class will explore how adolescent brain  
development explains the crazy mood shifts and lapses in judgment that often  
characterize this stage. Learn how to navigate the sometimes rough waters and 
better prepare your child for adulthood. Because peer relationships become so  
important during this time, we’ll focus especially on how to talk to teens 
about sex and prepare them for healthy dating relationships.

to WHat is god Calling Covenant?  Led By tayLoR BeLL

Individuals discern their vocation. Members share their passions and gifts. So, what does it mean for the church body to 
have a calling?  In this class, we will explore this very question, as well as how the concept of church calling is essential 
to creating and fostering life-giving ministries.

textile arts as a ComPonent of WorsHiP  Led By susan JaCKson

Art, no matter what style or materials used, engages our senses and evokes the joy and wonder that bring us to sacred 
spaces. This class will work together to create a banner that can be displayed for Baptisms. We will discuss the meaning 
of liturgical art, consider other examples, and create a banner. No art or sewing experience is necessary. A materials fee 
of $20 is requested from each participant unless a hardship.

tHose freedom loving BaPtists  Led By sCott mCGinnis

Since their beginning in the early 17th century, Baptists have served as key voices arguing for the religious freedom of all 
people, including those with whom they disagreed and especially for those on the margins. Come and learn about early 
Christians who called themselves Baptists; who bore witness to the idea that all people should worship as they please, 
and consider how the case for religious freedom continues to be made today in the United States and around the world.

WHo are We? inner ConfliCts and eternal HoPe  Led By dennis sansom

This class will examine biblical passages dealing with human nature (for example, Genesis 1-3), seeing that human nature 
is fundamentally ambiguous, capable of good and bad but also capable of living a fulfilled life.   

February 18, 25 and March 4February 18, 25 and March 4

Classes



Meet the Facilitators who will challenge and help form our faith during SFCL 2018!

Lunches
Box lunches will be provided by Newk’s Catering IF 

you make your reservation in ADVANCE!

Reservations MUST be made by the Wednesday 
prior (2/14, 2/21 & 2/28). 

They include dessert and a drink. Meals are pro-
vided by Newk’s Catering. A variety of options are 

available each week first come, first served.

Jesus, our HelPer     Led By staRLa CastLe
Each week, the Helpers Class, BCOC’s special 
needs adults, will hear stories of Jesus being a  
helper to those he encountered. They will share ways 
they help others as well as enjoy fellowship, art,  
activities, and music.

Special Needs Adults Youth | 7th - 12th Grades
truly my disCiPles     Led By apRiL RoBinson 
Learning a way of believing, living and loving that is healthy 
for us and hopeful for the world is our goal for this series with 
BCOC’s youth. We will examine our relationship with God,  
ourselves and others – looking for ways to increase awareness,  
deepen acceptance, and discern what actions there 
may be for us to take towards a more Christ like 
experience and expression of self.

ReNEW 
with Janet Goodwin CooRdinatinG

ReNew is an innovative curriculum that empowers kids in  
Preschool-Grade 6 to grow in faith, have fun, and change the world. 
Each week, kids will explore Jesus’ Parable of the Sower. Over three 
weeks, they will dig into the story from the perspectives of Self, 
Community, and World. Through this in-depth exploration of the 
same story, they will build a relationship with the Bible! Fabulous 
leaders and age-appropriate activities will help kids learn how to 
care for God’s creation.

Children | Preschool - 6th Grade

Meet the Facilitators who will challenge and help form our faith during SFCL 2018!

Kristen BertHiaume

Kristen is a licensed clinical psychologist who 
specializes in assessment and treatment of 
children and adolescents. She worked as a 
postdoctoral fellow in the Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorders Program at Duke  
University Medical Center. Working with 
BCOC’s youth, Kristen has cultivated an  
appreciation for middle school humor, teens’ 
creative expression, and their search for 
meaning and purpose.

aPril roBinson

April serves in the Office of Spiritual Life at 
Samford University where she is Minister to 
Students, Campus Life & Pastoral Care. She 
is married and has two teenage daughters.

starla Castle

Starla returns to lead our Helpers 
Class. She has been married to Mark 

Castle since 1994. They have two children, Sean and Char-
ley. Starla has worked with special needs students for  
several years and is currently a Special Education teacher 
at Gresham Elementary.

dennis sansom

Dr. Dennis Sansom is Chair of the  
Department of Philosophy at  
Samford University. He teaches a 
wide range of classes but focuses on  
ethics. Sansom has researched and 
taught on how literature illustrates  
important philosophical concerns  
pertinent to bioethical issues, finding in such authors as 
Shakespeare, Tolstoy, John Donne, “real life” narratives 
about life and death concerns. Dennis is married and has 
two adult sons. 

sCott mCginnis

Dr. Scott McGinnis teaches in the  
Religion Department at Samford University. 
He researches in the area of Christianity in  
early modern England, and teaches Cultural 

Perspectives, Tolerance & Freedom in 
Christian Thought, and Contemporary  
Theology. Scott and his family are  
active members of Vestavia Hills  
Baptist Church.

susan JaCKson

Susan believes that art can be a part of ordinary life and 
provides both a means of connecting with our own  

creativity and a means of conveying the  
excitement and wonder of our relationship  
with God and the world. She has been a  
member of BCOC since 2012.

taylor Bell

Taylor is the Ministries Coordinator for Baptist Church of 
the Covenant. He has been serving this congregation since 
July 2017. Taylor is a recent graduate of the 
Candler School of Theology. He is married to 
Emily. 

Adults 
$36.00 total for 3 weeks

or $12 per week 

Children
$15 total for 3 weeks

or $5 per week

guest PreaCHer

rev. dr. eileen CamPBell-reed

Author, researcher and professor of 
practical theology at Central 

Baptist Seminary 



TAKE WHAT YOU NEED
FOR FEBRUARY: travel-size toiletries and tissues

Eleanor Traylor 2/8
Pam Sims 2/8
Brandon Wright 2/11
William Winslett 2/12
Bonnie Talley 2/12
Joyce Mitchell 2/13
Steve Ampah Jr. 2/13
Peggy Hall 2/14
Phillip Johnson 2/15

Caitlin Sandley 2/15
Kathy Grissom 2/16
Jasmine Martin 2/16
Walter White 2/16
Rachel Butler 2/17
Layla Jenkins 2/17
Addison Allen 2/19
Avery Allen 2/19
Allison Hawley 2/21

3RD SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Next Sunday is 3rd Sunday Food 
Drive to benefit Greater Birmingham  
Ministries. Contributions were down 
significantly in January  – only 283 
items given – so please help fill the 
pantry at GBM this month and help 
those in need of food. Pantry items 
will be collected in the sanctuary  
lobby and alley lobby by the elevator. 

WEEKENDERS’ BACKPACK PROGRAM 
The next Weekenders’ Backpack 
Program is Tuesday, February 13 
at the Community Food Bank, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This  
ministry provides food for grade 
school age children over weekends. Click HERE and sign up 
online to attend. (Do this instead of/in addition to emailing 
Allan Burton) 

BCOCY are registered for Passport Missions at Furman 
University in Greenville, SC.

Monday, July 16 – Saturday, July 21, 2018
SAVE THE DATE!

Please pay $75 deposit to reserve your spot by 
Sunday, March 4, 2018.

The total cost will be in the neighborhood of $300.

CAMP BCOC 
For children who will complete kindergarten through sixth 
grade by summer 2018.

May 25 – 27, Friday - Sunday
Hargis YMCA, Chelsea

$95 per camper due by April 29.

PassportKids is for children who will complete third 
through sixth grade by summer 2018.

July 26 – 29, Thursday – Sunday
Covenant College

Lookout Mountain, GA (Chattanooga area)
$75 deposit due by March 4.

Total cost in the neighborhood of $225.00

PASSPORT

General Fund Gifts needed each week to meet the  
2018 Budget: $14,127.06 

The indebtedness of the church is $647,643.98

WEEK OF JANUARY 28
General Fund $11,606.85
Building Fund $188.00

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4
General Fund $23,766.00
Building Fund $533.00

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Sympathy is expressed to Elaine Rasco in the death of her 
Aunt. Services were last week in Sylacauga, AL. 

with sympathy

HOME
Sarah Wilson
Christa Allen
Mark Ritter
Randall Richardson
Mark David Jackson
Dave Wilson
Lynette Sandley
Denise Jacks

EAST GLEN
Walter Furman

Bob Powell, Cottondale 
Christian Church,  
Cottondale, AL

Shalom Baptist Church
Corita Blanco
Boca de Mariel, Cuba

Elizabeth Lott, St. Charles 
Avenue Baptist Church, 
New Orleans

Prayer Concerns

ALLIANCE OF  
BAPTISTS

2018 Annual Gathering

April 26-29
Dayton, Ohio

“Earth: Beloved  
Community”

More information HERE



Week of february 11 Week of february 18
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Mercedes Marathon – Be aware of downtown road closures
9:00 a.m. – Morning Worship
10:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship, Cort Adams’ Diaper Shower
10:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Open Table Forum, BMMC
11:30 a.m. – Deacons
12:30 p.m. – Finance Committee
5:00 p.m. – Youth Music
6:00 p.m. – Youth Snack Supper
6:30 p.m. – Youth Bible Study

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12
9:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Overeaters Anonymous

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
11:30 a.m. – Ashes To Go, gather at BCOC
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Adult & Preschool Dinner
5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Children Dinner  
6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – Children’s Choir, Mission Friends
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Service, sanctuary
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Preschool Music, Children in Action

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
9:00 a.m. – Morning Worship, New Member Presentation
10:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
10:30 a.m. – SFCL Session I
11:30 a.m. – Lunch break
12:15 p.m. – SFCL Session II
1:00 p.m. – SFCL dismissed
1:00 p.m. – COM
5:00 p.m. – Youth Music
6:00 p.m. – Youth Snack Supper
6:30 p.m. – Youth Bible Study

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
9:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Overeaters Anonymous

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Adult & Preschool Dinner, Handbells
5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Children Dinner  
6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – Children’s Choir, Mission Friends
6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Youth Weekly Wonder
6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Prayer, Announcements, Who Is This Man
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Preschool Music, Children in Action
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. – Adult Choir 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry

Volunteers

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Deacon of the Week: Rod Davis

Helpers’ Drivers: Bill & Suzann Smith
Lobby Monitors: Robby King, David Litton
Alley Monitors: Melanie Lanier, Jeff Barton
Glass Lobby Monitors: Allan Burton
Greeters: Monty Hogewood, Jean Thomason
Ushers: Matthew & Karen Stinnett
Offering: Bob Duffy, Paula Heifner
Worship Care: Carol Dean, Leigha McLendon, Julie Burge
Coffee Fellowship: Bill & Faith Stockton, Carol Watson
Offering Counters: Frank McCrory, Susan Richardson
Building Lockup: Lynn Smith

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Check Signers: Bob Duffy, David Henderson
Choir Lockup: Chuck Rogers
Building Lockup: Debbie Sumrall

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Grocery Ministry: Brian Berthiaume, Susan Jackson

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Deacon of the Week: Larry FitzGerald

Helpers’ Drivers: Esther Gardner, Becky Belcher
Lobby Monitors: Mark Burge, Rick Mitchell
Alley Monitors: Ann Elizabeth McInvale, Jill Holley
Glass Lobby Monitors: Scott Russell
Greeters: Faith & Bill Stockton
Ushers: Kelly Mitchell, Sharon Chappell
Offering: Elaine Stephens, Jenny Smith
Worship Care: Sue Shaddix, Pat Brown, Faye Allen, John  
            Burge
Coffee Fellowship: Cindy Goodwin, Delane Tew, George  
        Crear
Offering Counters: Pat Hawley, Sue Shaddix
Building Lockup: Lynn Smith

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Check Signers: Bob Duffy, David Henderson
Choir Lockup: Morgan Ponder
Building Lockup: Debbie Sumrall

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Grocery Ministry: Brain Vaughn, Jeff Barton


