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My daughter Ashley and her family will be in town during the first week of July. The first time I ever heard the 

words “Sunday Fun Day” came from her. Her family looks forward to Sunday’s because it is a time of worship 

and rest. The day begins by going to worship and to Sunday School and most Sunday’s lunch at one of the 

church member’s house for a time of fellowship. The normal chores are put aside for the day because it is also 

a day of rest. Sunday Fun Day means that the kids also get an extra treat.  

This is all very Biblical. 

We learn in the Third Commandment, Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

 What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and his Word, but hold it sacred and gladly 

hear and learn it. 

We learn this from Jesus in Mark 2:23-27: 

Now it happened that [Jesus] went through the grain fields on the Sabbath; and as they went His disciples 

began to pluck the heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees said to Him, “Look, why do they do what is not lawful 

on the Sabbath?” 25 But He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and 

hungry, he and those with him: 26 “how he went into the house of God in the days  of Abiathar the high priest, 

and ate the showbread, which is not lawful to eat, except for the priests, and also gave some to those who 

were with him?” 27 And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” 

The word Sabbath means rest—it is rest and restoration and peace and fellowship with God. 

When Jesus told the Pharisees that “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath,” Jesus 

knew that that statement was true only in light of what He was about to do in going to the cross. For it is only 

by the cross that the innocent blood is shed to atone for our sins, and it is only by that blood that we have rest 

and restoration before God. 

Some people go to church regularly, some go occasionally, and others seldom go at all. How important is 

church participation?                                                                                                                 (continued next page) 
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Actually, the Bible calls on believers to be the church, and not just go to church. But to effectively be the 

church, believers need to faithfully gather with the other members of the body of Christ for equipping and 

encouragement. 

If you haven’t been to church in a while maybe it is time to come back to church. 

It is always good to see you! 

Pastor Ray 

 

Rally 
verb 
1. the churched rallied: regroup, reassemble, re-form, reunite. 
2. we rallied an army of volunteers: muster, marshal, mobilize, raise, call up, recruit, enlist, round up 
3. we rallied to denounce abortion: get together, band together, assemble, unite, ally, collaborate, cooperate, 
pull together. 
4. giving rallied: recover, improve, revive, look up, turn a corner. 
noun 
1. a rally in support of traditional marriage: meeting, mass meeting, gathering, assembly. 
2. a rally in attendance: recovery, upturn, improvement, comeback, resurgence. 
3. a competition using public roads and ordinary traffic rules with the object of maintaining a specified 
average speed between checkpoints 
 
Rally Day 
Before the Covid, on any given Sunday in the Summer, 30% of us who attend worship services were also in a 
Bible Study. Post pandemic the attendance across the board is down 25%. For a lot of us, we are out of the 
habit.  
 
One way to define Rally Day (29 August) is to place renewed emphasis on regrouping around the opportunities 
to hear, share, and learn the Word of God. As society works to return to normal, celebrating Rally Day (29 
August) may help remind us to include God’s Word into our daily routines.  
 
1. New Sunday School classes, for Adults and Youth (on going with more options for adults in September).  
2. Sunday School for Children (returning in September).  
3. Pastor’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study (on going). 
4. Lifetree Cafe`, a conversational cafe` on a wide range of topics meets Tuesdays (on going). 
5. Lutheranism, a more in-depth look on what Lutheran’s teach and believe on Friday evenings (returns in 

September). 
6. Formal Confirmation Instruction for students in grades 8 & 9 (returns in September). 
7. American Heritage Girls Troop meets on 1st & 3rd Monday evenings (Returns in September). 
8. High School Youth Group meets Sundays evenings at 6:00 to explore the meaning of faith in our daily lives. 

(on going). 
 
                                                                                                                                                      (continued next page) 
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Another way to define Rally Day (29 August) is to unite around the everyday ministries of the congregation. In 
this definition we highlight the volunteers that carry out His mission and the opportunities these ministries 
present to serve in the life of the congregation. 
 
1. Music ministry in Bells, Choir, Praise Band, and special music. 
2. Behind the scenes tasks on Sunday Morning: acolytes, readers, ushers, Altar Guild, sound board operators, 

greeters, and coffee fellowship clean up.   
3. Serve in ministry with the Board of Elders, Board of Education, Board of Youth, Board of Outreach, Board 

of Human Care, Board of Stewardship, Board of Properties, and Board of Fellowship.  
 
Rally Day (29 August) is meant as a fun-filled event for us to gather, celebrate, and recover with our 
congregational family. To meet, greet, and laugh with each other while enjoying a picnic lunch, games, 
remembering our accomplishments, and to dream about the future.  
 
Grace & Peace, 
Cur†is 

 

 

 

Deacon’s Digest, Joe Staton, July 2021 

This month I would like to lift up our small group ministry called Dinner for Eight, sometimes nicknamed “D-

48” and sometimes represented in signage by using this logo   . We launched this activity by 

conducting two preparatory half -day workshops in the fall of 2019 and we started our get togethers in 2020. 

We had to suspend the group meetings mid-year due to Florida’s COVID-19 social distancing regulations. It 

now looks like regulations have been pulled back to the point where we can start getting back together and 

will be discussed by church leadership this month. You are likely to see more news on this by the time you 

read this newsletter. In case we do restart our D-48 I want to give you an executive overview of what D-48 is 

all about. The big picture idea is that a meal shared by a small group removes certain barriers to 

communication allowing deeper discussions in developing relationships. This small group provides a situation 

outside formal worship to talk about God and this strengthens Christian bonds. If you bring an unchurched 

person to a D-48 group, it gives that person a chance to see that Christians are real, [and hopefully] non-

judgmental people just like them except we try, but often times fail, to follow Jesus’ example.  

Let me back up a step and talk about what our members learned in our workshops. The number one goal of D-

48 is to help us all make disciples. [Matthew 28-16-20: 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him, they worshiped him, but some  

                                                                                                                                                 (continued next page) 
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doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.] There were four objectives of the combined two workshops: 1- familiarize participants 

with discipling concepts, 2- provide scriptural basis for the means of discipling, 3- familiarize participants with 

discipling church culture at Good Shepherd, and 4-learn how to seek, recognize, and respond to what Jesus is 

doing in the lives of people we are enjoying. 

I hope you can see how the social intimacy of sharing a meal can facilitate that fourth objective. We did a 

written survey of the participants at the conclusion of the workshops and the feedback was very positive with 

approximately 50 people signing up for D-48 participation. We will plan on conducting the workshop again this 

year and try to condense it to one session. We will conduct a congregational survey to see if folks would like us 

to stream and/or record it for convenience if they are unable to attend an in-person session. 

Our D-48 group ended up with four teams of roughly 12 people each. We asked for team leadership 

volunteers. Their job is to schedule the meetings; facilitate the discussion; and report progress toward 

objectives. We have had some people leave our area due to military transfers and the like so we would like to 

refresh a couple of our teams. We can accommodate new additional teams as well. If you are new to Good 

Shepherd or not a current D-48 participant, I hope you will consider joining us for the fall session coming up. 

You will be provided a chance to sign up, and I invite you to call me or email me with any questions you might 

have. I normally attend late worship on Sunday so just snag me if you don’t like phoning or emailing. God’s 

Peace to you! 

Joe Staton | (  C: 520.954.1200 * joe.staton@q.com 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” 
(Galatians 5:1). 
 
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are right to 
do this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the freedom to gather together to worship and to live out 
what believe in our daily lives.  
 
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom 
for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness – a license to do what we want, 
when we want. This license is a submission again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we 
desire when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.  
 
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to death along 
with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness and purity. In  
                                                                                                                                                   (continued next page) 
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Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty 
and bear fruits of the Spirit.  
 
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. God calls us to believe in 
His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him 
and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents 
provide for their children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  
 
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are no longer able to 
do so themselves. God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. 
He calls citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to 
preach and teach the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support those 
who teach them with every good thing.  
 
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our duty. 
Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in Lexington, Kentucky.                              LWML 39TH 

BIENNIAL CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS         

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) welcomed 2,787 

people to the LWML Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24–27, 

2021, under the theme “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus.” The 

convention theme was based on Hebrews 12:1–2. The voting body for the 

39th Biennial Convention of the LWML adopted a $2,150,000 mission 

goal for the 2021–2023 biennium. This goal, by the grace of God, will fund 

28 mission grants as women and men respond in prayer and offerings 

during the next two years.  

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official women’s 

auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. As Lutheran Women 

in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip 

women to honor God by serving others. 

This convention was live streamed, and I along with several others local members were able to attend the whole 

convention virtual.  Not the same as being there in person, but almost. 

There is always a Mission Walk and Golf Tournament with the funds raised going to the mission grants.  Flo and 

Lance attended the convention, along with her brother, who is pastor in Cincinnati.  They all participated in both 

events along with her sister-in-law.  The Winner’s Circle Celebration was celebrated on Friday evening. You were 

asked to wear your fancy hat and lots of purple.  The above photo shows them at the photo op in the exhibit 

area that evening. 
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LOCAL SOCIETY 

The local society will continue to meet on July 10, at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall Overflow.  We will continue 

our study on Perseverance, Praying Through Life’s Challenges, A Nehemiah Battle Plan.  Remember to bring 

your books, the scriptures I printed out for you, your bible and mite box.  All ladies of the church are invited to 

join us.  We would love to see new faces! 

Mites are still collected on the first Sunday of the month in the large mite box at the front of the church for 

those unable to attend the monthly meeting.  Feel free to put them in before or after service.  

Bea Daily 

 

Dear Members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

It has only been a few short weeks since we were blessed to worship with you in celebration of the 65th 

anniversary of your congregation.  Your hospitality and graciousness were a true gift to us all and this is a day 

we will long remember.  The many years that my father was blessed to serve at GSLC were full of such 

blessings.  There were baptisms, confirmations, weddings and anniversaries.  There are many special 

memories of the fellowship and fun brought by all the creative people who passed through and worked so 

hard for their church.  The mother-daughter theme banquets, the Brown’s watermelon picnics, Mother’s Day 

picnic (anyone else remember the spin art) talent shows, bible studies, youth group activities among some of 

the fun.  Personally, I will always remember the people most of all.  The pictures and video montage, so 

beautifully prepared by Bea Daily, will preserve the work of our Lord in your congregation.   

God has accomplished so much through Good Shepherd Lutheran and it will endure forever as we anticipate 

an eternity in heaven with our Lord.  As my father said in his message, we have no real concept of the full 

impact of GSLC across the world through all the members who have passed through her doors as part of a 

military career.  We enjoy the promise that His presence continues with His people, many of whom have 

moved away from Florida.  They have heard the sweet Gospel message that God has forgiven us, and we 

rejoice in His goodness and in the promise that He will never leave us or forsake us.    

By the grace of God, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ has been proclaimed and the Holy Sacraments have 

been administered at GSLC for 65 years!  To gather with you in thanks and praise for our gracious Lord and all 

the blessings that He has poured out upon us there in Shalimar, was a momentous event.  Thank you for the 

love that you showed my father and mother all those years ago and still today.  It was meaningful and 

momentous for us all to be with you.  We pray that He will continue to bless Good Shepherd Lutheran in 

Shalimar for many years to come.   

In Him, 

Ellen (Ziehr) Lange 
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Quilt Mission 

Blankets not needed in the local area are sent to Lutheran World Relief.  This mission reached 616,310 

neighbors in need in 23 countries with $11.1 million work of quilts, care kits and masks.  264,585 quilts were 

provided worldwide in 2020.  24,000 people were impacted by quilt donations in August of 2020 in Lebanon 

after the Beirut bombing.  Those impacted by this contribution were Lebanese as well as Syrian refugees.  The 

Ukraine was also a recipient of quilts for 16,000 people including mothers, refugees and disaster survivors 

during the frigid 2020 winter. 

While we enjoy the luxury of living here there are multitudes around the world that need basic supplies to 

survive in their environments.  Please consider joining the quilting group to assist in these efforts. 

 

Reflection of the Past and looking at the Future 

Greetings to you in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Thank you so much for your leadership and especially for supporting POBLO International Ministries in the 

past.  We thank the Lord for you.  The Lord has really blessed the ministry immensely.  As you know, POBLO 

started in 1993 from the basement of Atonement Lutheran Church in East Dearborn.  It was a partnership 

between the Dearborn Circuit, The Michigan District, and the Board of Mission Services.  At that time, the only 

purpose was to reach the Muslim Arabs in Dearborn.  I was working as a design engineer with Brown and 

Root, Inc. of Houston, and was placed in Saudi Arabia, where I spent 17 years.  While working as an engineer, I 

was also very active with the underground church in Saudi.  In March, 1994 I was contacted by Rev. Dr. August 

Mennicke, the then First Vice President of the Synod, stating, “we have started POBLO, People of the Book 

Lutheran Outreach, and have heard a lot from your coworkers in Saudi about your interest to reach Muslims 

with the gospel message”.  So, I flew to St. Lui9s at my own expense to meet the Synod’s leadership.  Finally, in 

July of 1994 I became a missionary for POLBLO.  The Lord had really blessed us, my brother Khurram Kahn and 

his wife Cynthia, who were also in Saudi, came and joined us.  In 1994, 23 were in a rented facility in the City 

of Wayne on Michigan Avenue.  In 1995, God blessed us with a church building and a daycare on Beech Daly 

Rd. in Dearborn Heights.  By this time, the first missionary to POBLO, Rev. Randy Duncan took a calling and left 

for Living Word Lutheran in Plymouth, Michigan.  After this, POLBLO became POBLO International, with a 

focus on both International and National missions.  We signed a partnership agreement with World Missions, 

and started work in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Northern India, Bangladesh and Canada.  Currently, our total 

emphasis is on national missions. 

By God’s grace we had placed missionaries in 8 districts o LCMS.  In some, we had missionary couples serving 

more than one location, e.g. Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota and Texas.  Before covid-19 came, we were about to 

start 9 new mission fields.  But this work was bottlenecked due to the pandemic, primarily because church 

services went virtual, and visa offices abroad were closed.  Now things are getting back to normal, and we plan  

                                                                                                                                                               (continued next page) 
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to start these mission fields one by one.  The first to start will be Faribault, MN.  PBLO also started 42 

International Friendship Centers across America, and planted 11 congregations in North America, and ten 

abroad.  POBLO missionaries are faithfully sharing the gospel message and baptisms continue to happen, all by 

His grace.  We sold our property in Dearborn Heights to a charter school system and purchased our present 

building in Clinton Township.  This is a 15K square feet building.  We use half of it, and the rest is rented; the 

tenants are paying the complete mortgage.  In Dearborn, we had to pay $14,500 each moth as mortgage; now 

we pay nothing.  We started some extremely exciting ministry at Atonement Dearborn; but the work was 

stopped due to the pandemic, and all the classes became virtual.  But now we are starting back again.  We are 

in partnership with the Michigan District to plant an International Worship at Atonement. 

Since we have grown so much, and needed additional space for our ministry, we are now in the process of 

buying a Presbyterian church very close to our present offices.  By God’s grace, we plan to plant and 

International Worship at this location.  In addition, All Nations, a POBLO planted church that meets at 

Redemption in Sterling Heights, will also move to this location since Redemption is closing by the end of June.  

We also plan to start Christin Counseling at this location; there is a great need for these services, since there is 

a considerable wait time for appointments.  We already have an agreement with 4 Christian counselors.  In 

addition to that, we plan to start a “Field Missionary Training Center”.  It will provide educational training in 

partnership with Irvine, and also provide hands-on training in the field.  There is a great need for such services.  

By God’s grace, we will be closing on the property in early July, and then the physical work starts.  We need to 

repair the parking lot, install air conditioning in the sanctuary and some painting.  We will need help and 

support with this work. 

I just wanted to meet you and provide you with updates, and appeal to you to kindly consider supporting this 

great work of God right in your own town and neighborhood.  In case you may have questions, please do 

email or call.  Thank you again for your time, for your support in the past, and we prayerfully look forward for 

your meaningful partnership. 

Rev. Farrukh Khan 

 

Church Historian   

All good things must come to an end at some point in life.  I have really enjoyed being the 

church historian, being able to use my gift of photography over the years.  When I first 

arrived at Good Shepherd in April of 1973, Vera Brown, a charter member, was the 

historian and Office Secretary.  She asked if I would be interested in being the Historian.  I 

agreed and worked with her to learn the ropes.  I later became the Historian for the Gulf 

States District LWML and was trained how to do the historian job properly.   Some No No’s 

were:  No scrapbooks, No scotch tape, no glue.  A picture is not worth a thousand words 

if you do not identify who is in it. 
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Archival quality books are used to preserve the photo history.  In her later years, Vera saw a photo display at 

her home congregation in Michigan when she went there for a reunion.  She immediately wanted one for here 

at Good Shepherd.  Vera planned for this item to be purchased from her estate fund.  The idea was to have 

some of the history out for you all to see, instead of being put away in a safe place, in archival books.   I have 

watched people really enjoy seeing themselves in years past when they return for a funeral or anniversary. 

I hope you have enjoy viewing the history of Good Shepherd and watched as each decade was completed.  I was 

able to put the first 50 years of history on 10 pages and ask the church council to purchase 10 more pages for 

the future.  Have filled two of them in the past 15 years. 

I have completed the history up to the 65th Anniversary in the books and the Photo Display.  The books are now 

secure in an air-conditioned area in the Business Manager’s Office. The history has also been placed on a thumb 

drive for future reference (who knows what the future will hold for storage) I put together a PowerPoint Video 

for the 50th Anniversary of the history in 2006 and added the past 15 years most recently for the 65th. 

Pastor Richard Ziehr and I put together the History of the first 50 years of Good Shepherd in a book in 2006.  He 

the writing, I the photos.  If you are a new member to Good Shepherd and have not 

received a copy of “The History of Good Shepherd”, they are available on the counter 

under the TV in the outer narthex.  

It is now time for me to retire from this ministry.  If you are interested in picking up 

this endeavor please contact the church office..  

Bea Daily, Historian & Photographer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 6 – How to Live to 100 

Advice from those who’ve done it. 
July 13 – Make a Difference Now 

Choose to be extraordinary 

July 20 – Upsizing Life by Downsizing Stuff 
Living large in an 84 sq.ft house. 
July 27 – Where’s the Justice? 

What to do when life seems unfair. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNODiuDO_scCFcuLDQodq9wAWQ&url=http://www.trinitytariffville.org/the-latest/lifetree-cafe/&psig=AFQjCNGlZ6VJkE-FO-UK845zMVAtIsx2FQ&ust=1442598061320073
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Those who returned for the 65th Anniversary by Bea Daily 

 

Hank & Beverly Millies traveled from Oviedo, FL to be with us for the 65th Anniversary.  Beverly’s parents, 
Dorothy & Morris Erickson, were early members of Good Shepherd in the 60 and forward.  Beverly was 
confirmed at Good Shepherd 1960 (3rd from right) and graduated from Choctaw High School.  She went on to 
St. John’s Lutheran college, Winfield, Kansas to receive a degree in Parish Worker.  She was then called to be a 
Parish Worker at First Lutheran in Gainesville, FL where she met and married Hank, who was a student at the 
college nearby.  They became missionaries for Lutheran Bible Translators in Serria Leone, Africa serving five 
years from 1978 to 1983, and one of their children was born there.  Now retired, living at The Lutheran Haven, 
Oviedo, FL.   
 

Rich Morgan, lives locally and saw the write-up in the Daily News with photo of his 1973 Confirmation Class, 
and decided to come see Pastor Ziehr again after a lot of years.  He 
is in the back row on left, tall blonde. He has been attending 
services at  Good Shepherd since the 65th.  Welcome Rich!  Dawn 
Burkhard Duff and Denise Drotliff Lisciotti & Donna Drotliff (locals) 
who also returned for the event. Denise in above photo Class of 
1973, front row 2nd from left. 

 

 

Caron Ehlert Lumpkin, with her husband Carl, drove from Atlanta to be here, along with her brother John Ehlert, 
and sister Susan Ehlert Holt of Niceville.  They all three were active under DCE Ray in the Youth Group in the 
70’s and were happy to see the Youth Group photo albums from that era. Caron was confirmed in the Class of 
1972, shown in back row below. Caron’s parents Dick (now decreased) and Bobbie Ehlert are long time members 
of Good Shepherd.  

Also returning from the local area was Lynn Smith, Confirmation Class of 1969, no photo taken of class. 
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Kids Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders… 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Youth Group 

Meets Sundays 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Youth Jr Group 

1
st

 & 3
rd

 Sundays 12:00 – 1:30 PM 
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7/1 – Fran Chandler  7/18 – Sherry Kruschke 

7/6 – Patricia Rudolph  7/21 – Marion Wright 

7/7 – Doris Day   7/24 – Beth Bier 

7/9 – Tim Finn   7/24 – Don Hudson 

7/11 – Al Hemmer   7/27 – Ray Angerman 

7/11 – Carol Panzenhagen 7/29 - Lauren Martino 

7/13 – Ann Lienemann  7/30 – Mike Eckhoff 
7/16 – Katherine Bier  7/30 – Laura Hill 
7/16 – Violeta Brunner 

7/11- Jim & Mary Keeler 

7/28 – Don & Martha Haggerty 


