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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

Dear Good Shepherd,
I want to suggest to you a few Bible verses for you to
live by for the year 2021. It is the words of Jesus
from Matthew 6:25-34:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the
air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one
of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
28

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
The Lord will take care of us and give us what we need in the days to come. Jesus makes His
point very clear; if God provides for all of his other creation and creatures; does it not stand to
reason that He will also provide for us, the crown of His creation, as well? The answer is:
of course. Therefore, Jesus tells us not to worry about our life, because the Creator of the
Universe has everything under control.
As your pastor, if you asked me what my prayer request would be for the New Year it would be
this: Pray that the Lord would give me sound decisions, courage to obey the Holy Spirit, boldness
to share the Gospel of Jesus, vision to see beyond tomorrow, clarity for direction, power to stand
strong against any attacks, and a tender heart to be sensitive to those who are in need.
It’s a New Year!
I am looking forward to spending it with you.
Pastor Ray

“This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in Him is no darkness at all” (1John 1:5).
Candles are used in celebrations, for reverences, and in anticipation. For
example, candles are celebratory on birthday cakes are used at memorial sites
to show reverence and they are often used to signify something special –an
anticipation of things to come; like candlelight dinners. For all these reasons candles are used
in our worship services. Lit candles are symbolic of Christ coming into our presence (John 8:12;
9:5). They are symbolic because we know that Christ is with us wherever we go (Zephaniah
3:17, Matthew 28:20) and not just on Sunday mornings in a church building.
Adiaphoron: ceremonies or church usages which are neither commanded nor forbidden in the
Word of God but have been introduced into the church in the interest of good order and the
general welfare.
We use a number of different types of candles throughout the year. Our candles are the two
Altar Candles, the Pascal Candle (Christ Candle), the Sanctuary Lamp and the candles of the
Advent Wreath.
The candles on the altar are called the Gospel and Epistle candles to distinguish them from
each other. The Gospel side is from where the pastor approaches the congregation to read the
Gospel lesson. The Epistle side is from where other Scripture passages are read. The rule is to
light the Gospel candle first and extinguish it last.
The Paschal Candle (Christ Candle) with markings that mean that Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever is a symbol of Christ’s resurrection victory over the darkness of sin and death.
It is used especially on those occasions when the Church wants to more vehemently proclaims
our victory in Christ; such as at baptisms, funerals and throughout the Easter season.
The advent wreath grows brighter and brighter as the season approaches Christmas when we
celebrate His light entering into the world. The Hope candle reminds us of the hope in Christ
that the prophets foretold. The Faith candle is representative of the faith Mary & Joseph took
the news they were to be parents. The Joy candle reflects the joy the Angels held with the
announcement and joy of the Shepherds in hearing the news. The Peace candle represents
that because of Christ there now is Peace between God and Man. The center candle marks the
arrival of Christmastide (The twelve days of Christmas) when the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us (John 1:14).
Light is symbolical of God. Burning candles are illustrative of the love that has value. Candles
consume themselves in their burning and as they do so they are symbols of how our Lord
spent Himself to redeem us and also a reminder of how we are to spend ourselves in loving
service to God and man.
Grace & Peace,
Cur†is

Reminders…
High School Youth Group

Youth Jr. Group

Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM
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Meet Thursdays at 5:00 PM
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Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a
casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
Jan. 5

Making Peace With Your Past

Jan. 12

A Rason to Live: A Story of Hope from Rwanda

Jan. 19

Is the Devil Real? An Exorcist Tells All

Jan. 26

Why Are You SO Hard on Yourself? Finding Your True Value

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
It’s a new year and with it is that time when tradition causes us to take stock of the year past
in order to improve the year to come. Often, we may find including Stewardship in our plans
difficult, daunting and even joyless. However, it can be quite simple and full of joy when we
know who we are.
Stewardship covers three estates: church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to
give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the
Church. The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism can guide us. If you are a hearer –
a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught
the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6).
When God calls us to give to the Church, He has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give:
• Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
• Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
• Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
• Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and
• With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and
love (2 Cor. 8:23).
Giving to the Church is not meant to be an afterthought it is meant to be deliberate. We give
regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own
strengths, weaknesses, and limitations.
We are to set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the command and
standard for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we
really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New
Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?
We give with eagerness and earnestness. We give cheerfully and with love, not out of
compulsion for God has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon
grace, and promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom.This makes giving a joy, as
Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take
part in the work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of
the Gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work
that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.

A Note of Thanks: The ladies of LWML are so thankful
for all those who participated in purchasing Christmas
cards for LWML this year. The funds received will go
toward missions, distributing Bibles and more.

Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church Family,
You graciously host a Classical Conversations Community whose mission
is to know God and to make Him known. We do that primarily through
the home education of the next generation of thinkers and leaders. We
meet every week with our young students and fill their minds with
knowledge of God’s creation. In a year they will memorize over 400 pieces of information in 7
subjects. Our older students then take that knowledge and enter into the great conversations of the
ages. They wrestle with the “how” and “why” questions of faith and life, and are guided to see the
connections between all subjects because our Creator is at the center of all things.
Together, our homeschool community whole-heartedly pursues God’s truth, goodness, and beauty. A
couple weeks ago we pursued truth by participating in a virtual Holocaust museum tour with our Jr.
High students. The Holocaust Museum Houston was founded by Jewish survivors who immigrated to
America after the war. They brought with them not only artifacts from their time in concentration
camps but also their personal stories. We got to interview one such survivor and hear her accounts of
Nazi Germany, life in the Ghetto, being given away by her parents so she would have a chance to live,
and waiting 40 more years to learn what had happened to her parents.
Thank you for allowing us to use your facility. Your physical space creates the opportunity for over 60
children each week to learn and take ownership of foundational truths in a family-centric, Christfilled, community-oriented way.

THANK YOU: The Human Care Board would like to thank
everyone for their most generous contributions and gifts for our
“Angels” this year! Each family was so very thankful! Due to
your generosity, we could also give each family a gift card to use
as needed. Again – Thank you!

Christmas Cookie Walk

Christmas Service

Good Shepherd Bells

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES
8:00 AM
10:45 AM

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

Services are also streamed live at SHALIMAR.CHURCH
9:30 AM
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Meets in the Sanctuary every Sunday and is also streamed live.
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