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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 

 

 

Thanksgiving:  A Time To Counting Our Blessings 
 

I love reading the Psalms because they remind me to count my blessings.  
One of my favorites is the Psalm of David: Psalm 103:1-5 
 

“Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
2 Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and  
  compassion, 
5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is  
  renewed like the eagle’s.” 
 

It doesn’t get any better than that! But so often I hear people moaning 
about their circumstances instead of counting their blessings. The liturgical 
text for Thanksgiving is most often the story of Jesus healing the lepers. 
This text is chosen to remind us to give thanks to God for our blessings. 
 

Luke 17:11-19 
    “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 
[12] As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 
[13] and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"  
    [14] When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they 
were cleansed. [15] One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 
voice. [16] He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan.  [17] Jesus 
asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? [18] Was no one found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?" [19] Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith 
has made you well."  

 

Do you spend more time counting your problems than counting your blessings?  
 

In 1897 Johnson Oatman wrote a hymn called, “Count Your Blessings.” The lyrics go like this… 
 

“When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed, When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, Count 
your many blessings, name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.  
Refrain: Count your blessings, name them one by one, Count your blessings, see what God has 
done! Count your blessings, name them one by one, Count your many blessings, see what God has 
done.” [And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.]  
 

I know that 2020 has been a rough year to say the least, but when we count our blessings we have 
so much to be thankful to God for. 
 

A Blessed Thanksgiving to You! 
Pastor Ray 



  

 

 

FEAR NOT!  
 

This year our mid-week Advent services will take 
up where we left off last Christmas Eve.  
 

Charlie Brown asks the question, “Isn't there 
anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” 
Linus says, “Sure, Charlie Brown, I can tell you 
what Christmas is all about. 
Lights, please.”  
 

And Linus answers Charlie Brown’s question with the reading from Luke 2, 
 

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
 

Several times leading into the birth of Jesus, the Gospels record angels bringing the message 
from God, “Fear Not!” This Advent season we will explore some of these “fear not” messages 
as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. They are particularly relevant in a world where there are 
so many things that could cause us fear. 
 

Begins on Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 PM (services will be streamed). 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..

 

We are a nation divided. This division stems from a lack of 
communication, empathy, and understanding. Amid divisive 
rhetoric, violence, riots, and racial tensions, confusion arises—how 
can Christians tear down the racial walls dividing our country? 
 

Starting on Sunday November 1st at 9:30 we will begin a six-
session Adult Sunday morning Bible study called One Nation 
under God: Healing Racial Divides in America. Author Rev. B. 
Keith Haney, an African American LCMS pastor, encourages 
everyone to seek answers to racial tensions in the only place 
where truth and peace can be found—God’s Word. Healing must 
begin with Jesus. 
 

We’ll be challenged with different perspectives. Healing takes time 
and effort and can only be accomplished as God changes our sinful human hearts. 
 

The class will meet in the sanctuary and be streamed for those who cannot make it in person. 
 

Let’s be a nation united—united under God. 



  

 

 

           Happy                      Happy  

       Birthday!!                 Anniversary!! 
                 _________________________________________________                                                                                      _________________________________________________        

     
Chello May Harrison  11/1 
Malachi Hofman  11/2 
Elijah Haase  11/3 
Sarah Lienemann 11/6 
Nancy Pruess  11/6 
Don Chandler  11/11 
Karen Parker  11/11 
Olivia Stevens  11/11 
Charles Wright 11/12 
Audrey Anderson  11/13 
Kevin Merrill  11/14 
 
 
 

Vivian Moser  11/17 
Brayden Riemer 11/19 
Sebastian Riemer 11/19 
Sandee Baughman 11/21 
Sarah Hoppel  11/21 
Craig Russell  11/23 
Dean Brown  11/25 
Mila Dailey  11/25 
Samantha Shaw 11/27 
Neal Riemer  11/28 
Bob Farmer  11/29 
 
 

Timothy & Susi Evers  11/4 
Allan & Judy Koepsell  11/6 
Curtis & Joela Parker  11/15 
Larry & Margaret Snider 11/17 
Larry & Ruth Hill  11/22 
Lance & Flo Hofman  11/25 
Linda & Philip Babiak  11/26 
David & Julie Jenzen  11/28 
Craig & Marion Russell 11/29 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a  
  casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM. 
 

Nov. 3      Why God:  
  When Personal Tragedy Doesn’t Make Sense 
  

Nov. 10     Zzzz:  
  Practical Help for Getting a Better Night’s Sleep 
 

Nov. 17 Laughter Is the Best Medicine:  
  A Doctor-Approved Laugh Session     
 

Nov. 24     Low-Cost No-Cost Adventures 
 

  



  

 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church   
 

Human Care Board 
 

2020 Thanksgiving Dinner Food Drive 
 

We are once again collecting canned goods and 

non-perishable food items for needy families 

that we will be adopting for Thanksgiving.  

 We’d like to collect items such as: 

 Canned Vegetables (Corn, Green Beans, Yams) 

 Mashed potatoes 

 Gravy (packets, jar, canned) 

 Stuffing (boxed, bag) 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Turkeys 

We will also have some items from the Crop Drop (e.g., Potatoes, Corn, Peppers) that 
we will be able to provide the families.  The Crop Drop is 21 November 2020 in Destin.  
 

If you don’t want to shop, we will do it for you!  Just provide your monetary 
contributions to someone on the Human Care Board and we’ll take care of the rest.   
 

Deadline for Food Donations – Sunday, 22 November 
 

Sorting and Shopping Party – Saturday/Sunday, 21-22 November 
 

Deliveries to Families (or Pickup) – 23-24 November 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to help out 

with any of these activities, please contact: 

Jean Grieve at jean.grieve@yahoo.com         

850-217-1932 

Dianna Riggenbach at dlrigg@cox.net           

850-218-1237 

mailto:jean.grieve@yahoo.com
mailto:dlrigg@cox.net


  

 

 

Local Society:  Good Shepherd LWML 

Zone:  Emerald Coast 

District:  Gulf States 

National:  LWML 

The local Society meets monthly, the Zone meets once a year except in a non-district 

convention year they meet twice a year, the District and National meet in alternating years.   

Emerald Coast Fall Rally, will be held November 14 (dated changed) 
Grace Destin 
9:30 am to 12 noon with no food 
Bible Study will be on “Esther—A Time Such as This” led by Pastor Landes 
There will be social distancing. 
It will also be LIVE streamed like our church services are, see link below for those 
who do not feel comfortable to attend in person.   
https://www.facebook.com/Emerald-Coast-Zone-LWML-
101566448363384/?view_public_for=101566448363384 

 

The next district event will be a retreat. Come rest and get refreshed on beautiful Perdido 
Bay at our Gulf States District LWML Winter Retreat January 29-31, 2021. Donna Snow 
(formerly Pyle), nationally recognized author, speaker, and Bible Study leader at the 
2019 National LWML Convention in Mobile will lead this four-part Bible Study.  
Registration form in the Fall Glad Tidings.  Deadline is Nov 30. Need 40 to register by that 
date or it will be cancelled. 

 
LWML (national) Convention: Thursday, June 24 – Sunday, June 27, 2021  
Rupp Arena – Lexington, Kentucky “Running the Race—Looking to Jesus” Heb. 12:1-2 
                                                                                                             

 
 
Local Society - On October 31 we assembled 
50 school kits for Lutheran World Relief.  In the 
LWR recent newsletter it stated,                      
The Coronavirus crisis has not slowed down 
the need for School Kits. In fact, we cannot 
keep up with demand.  We need you more 
than ever. Reading this about the time we had 
“Week of Serving” in our Red Letter Challenge 
moved me to do something about it.  By 
locating some unused funds, I went to work 
purchasing school supplies and the needed 
drawstring backpacks online at a good price.   
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Emerald-Coast-Zone-LWML-101566448363384/?view_public_for=101566448363384
https://www.facebook.com/Emerald-Coast-Zone-LWML-101566448363384/?view_public_for=101566448363384


  

 

 

A Testimony:   
 

At the end of Red Letter Challenge, there is a request for a testimony. This is from Bea Daily. 
 

I came to realize that I had once been like Moses not wanting to do something the Lord called 
me to do.  He called me, as the first woman to serve on the first Social Ministry committee of 
the Southern District.  When I received a letter from the President of the District, I said, “Why 
me Lord, there are so many other women in the Southern District who are so much better 
educated than I.”  Reluctantly, I said, “Yes.”   
 

I found that no one thought I was dumb.  I learned a lot about Lutheran World Relief and 
Social Ministries of our church. After three years on this committee each congregation was 
asked to start a Social Ministry Committee in their local congregation.  Guess who they ask to 
chair the first Social Ministry Committee here at Good Shepherd?  Bea Daily, since she had the 
experience. This time I was not quite as reluctant. 
 

How do you get a committee started that no one has heard of before?  While listening to a 
local Christian radio station I heard a broadcast from another church.  As part of their service 
they had a group of prison inmates from the Eglin Federal prison who had been out of prison 
on a work release program for the past two weeks, each living in individual Christian homes in 
the community. 
 

My thought was that falls right into Social Ministry (Remember Prisoners).  I want Good 
Shepherd to be involved in that next year.  I looked in the phone book and sure enough there 
was a district office for Prison Fellowship listed.  I called and spoke to the district rep for North 
Florida who conveniently lived in Ft Walton Beach.  I ask Stan to come and speak to the newly- 
formed committee that now had four other members.  Stan came and told us of ways we 
could get involved.  Angel Tree for inmate children, Pen Pals to inmates, Befriending the family 
of an inmate, In-Prison Seminars and the Work Release Program. 
 

We decided to start with the Angel Tree to get the people in our congregation involved.  The 
tree was put up at Thanksgiving time in the Narthex with their name, age, size. Each child got 
three angels wishes: one could be a toy, one clothing and 3rd something for school or shoes.  
We started with five children the 1st year.  All 15 angels were taken! It was a step of faith! We 
started with five children and steadily increased that number to 16 children and 48 angels. 
 

In-Prison seminars sounds good for other people in the congregation, but do not ask me to do 
that Lord.  I do not know the Bible all that well.  I go to Bible class every Sunday, and have even 
taken the spiritual gifts class, and my gift is not teaching!  I am not a particularly good speaker, 
Lord!  What if some ask me a question about the Bible and I did not know what to say?  I set it 
up for others to go, and a few did attend. 
 



  

 

 

Two years went by and the Lord kept saying to me, “Go to the prison, I want you to do this.”  
Finally, I went.  I was scared and nervous, I said, “Lord You told me I could do all things through 
You, so here I am.  Tell me what to say and do.” They had the most Christian beautiful music I 
had ever heard.  This was great!  They already knew Him; I was not going to have to start from 
scratch.  Somebody had already been there before me and told them about my Jesus!  
 

We had a 45-minute Bible study then broke up into small groups of 6 to 10 inmates to a 
volunteer or two.  I thought, “Oh, now I am in trouble!”  It was not like that at all!  I was a 
facilitator and was expected to get them talking.  I found it easy to share Jesus in my life.  I 
found that four out of the 6 men in my group had been there less than 10 days and needed to 
know somebody cared and that God did love them!  After the 3-hour session, I asked the Lord 
what he wanted me to do for the men in my group.  The next day I was moved to go to the 
Christian Book store and get a card with their name on it with the Christian meaning of their 
name.  Years later they were still carrying them! 
 

The real joy came in seeing these men ask for forgiveness of their sins, be able to pick up their 
lives and start anew as a Christian serving the Lord like you and me. 
 

My husband and I had one of the inmates come and live in our home for two weeks on the 
work release program.  Mike had been in my first group in the seminar.  I am happy to report 
that upon his release he attended Luther Rice University and became a pastor of a church in 
Atlanta, and we keep in touch.  Roland in this group did the same.  
  

Bea Daily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  
 
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By 
the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our 
sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God 
the Father has received us back into His family. By 
water – combined with His Word, promise, and 
Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. 
We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, 
and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things are 
ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.  
 
Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy 
Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, 
peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our 
temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy.  
 
We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as 
good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them 
in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We 
bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of 
thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.  
 
Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our 
bodies. We share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our 
enemies as holy things given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, 
and they bring blessings upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom.  
 
Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours 
out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our 
heavenly Father has given to us.  
 
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all 
that we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the 
more diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may 
bless it and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For to the one who has, more will be 
given, and he will have an abundance.  
 
 
 



  

 

 

 
Growing Up 
       at  
    Good  
 Shepherd 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

CONFIRMATION RITE  
               OF ALLEN BINKLEY  
              OCTOBER 25, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                       GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
   PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN   
   FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE 
   1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579    
   850-651-1022     
    www.gslcshalimar.org 

 

                             SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
 

 

             8:00 AM    TRADITIONAL SERVICE  
           10:45 AM     CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 
 

          Services are also streamed live at SHALIMAR.CHURCH 
 

    9:30 AM    ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Meets in the Sanctuary every Sunday and is also streamed live.  


