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Missing Body Parts 
 

You have heard me say, “The church isn’t a building; it is a people.” 
 

That’s true, but I really miss the people who haven’t been able to make it back into the 
building. I am looking forward to the time when people feel safe to come back to church again. 
Right now we are worshipping in person about 70 people and over 200 streaming the services. 
 

The church hasn’t really been “closed,” even though we didn’t have in-person worship for nine 
weeks. Live-streaming church services are nothing new. A lot of members said that we should 
have started doing live stream years ago. I agree. Maybe that is the silver lining. I think that 
streaming is a great ministry tool to reach those who can’t physically be here in person, and 
we will continue to stream into the future. 
 

Looking back I think we did the right thing by postponing in-person gatherings due to COVID-
19. And I think we re-opened to in-person worship at the right time. We can be the church 
without worshipping in person for a while, but like everything else it has a negative side.  
 
It is easy just to be an observer and not a worshipper when you are streaming a service.  
It is easy to give in to the convenience of not having to get dressed and drive to the church.  
It is easy to fall out of the discipline of coming together for in-person worship. And when we are 
not together, it is easy to get scattered and be a target for the wolves. In Acts 20  St. Paul warned 
the elders in the church in Ephesus in Acts 20:  28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 
bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 

and will not spare the flock. It is hard for a shepherd to keep up with the flock these days. 
 

How important is it to worship in person? 
The writer of the book of Hebrews wrote: And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. - Hebrews 10:24-25 
The Apostle Paul describes the church as a body comprising different but equally necessary parts 
of the body. Paul wrote to the church at Corinth that “the body does not consist of one member 
but of many.” He writes, “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the 
head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’” Later, he says, “If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”          (continued page 2) 
 



  

 

 

The body functions best when we are all together — we can mourn together and wipe away 
tears and we can rejoice together and share smiles and hugs. (Fellowship)      
Studies show that people who attend church regularly sleep better, have lower blood 
pressure, less stress and a reduced risk of suicide. Community is good for us. We need one 
another. When you are not here, something is missing; we are missing a body part. 
 

In Romans 1:11-12 St. Paul wrote to the church in Rome, For I long to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. Romans 1:11-12 
 

I understand that there are a lot of you that for various reasons cannot attend in person.  If 
you are “high-risk,” please stay home and worship online (shalimar.church).  I want to be sure 
that you stay safe.  If you are not feeling well, please worship online. 
 

But know that I long to see you; you are missed. 
 

If there is anything I can do for you, please let me know. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Ray 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..


 

The Red Letter Challenge is a 40-day discipleship 

challenge, a 7-week sermon series, and a 7-week 
Sunday morning adult Bible study all rolled into one! 
 

Dates: Sunday, September 13th through Sunday, 
October 25th, 2020 
 

It is my prayer and hope that The Red Letter Challenge will help you read God’s Word daily and develop 
more awareness of how Christ is at work around us, so that we can share our joy with others.    
 

How does it work?  
Every member is encouraged to pick up a Red Letter Challenge workbook before Sunday, 
September 13th (that's when the sermon series begins) and read it daily. Books will be 
available on Sunday mornings at both worship services or you can pick them up in the church 
office (850 651-1022) during the week or you can request one by mail. Everyone needs their 
own book. There are Red Letter Challenge workbooks available for Children that are written 
for their level. 
 

How much does it cost? 
It’s a free gift! All of the books have been generously paid for by Good Shepherd members 
who believe that this Challenge is THAT important. 
 

What if we take the words of Jesus and actually put them into practice? 
I challenge you to read the words of Jesus for 40 days! You’ll be blessed you did. 
 

Pastor Ray 



  

 

 

“The general limits of your freedom are merely these: that you do not trespass 
upon the equal rights of others.” - Dwight D. Eisenhower, April 22, 1954  
 

Socialism is a political and economic theory that advocates that the means of 
production and trade is owned or controlled by the state.  
 

Capitalism is a political and economic theory that advocates that the means of production and 
trade are done voluntarily by private individuals.  
 

Some advocate that there is Scripture support for socialism (Acts 4:32). To make that assertion 
they fail to recall that; 1) Not all of the early Christian church sold their possessions (Acts 
12:12; 10:32); 2) Any sharing in common was done out of love and not because it was forced 
upon them (Luke 10:25-37); and 3) while Christ wanted all to follow him, He also let them have 
the freedom to reject him (Matthew 23:37).  
 

“When behavior is forced, no matter how noble its objective, it is no longer Christian,” observes 
Alvin Schmidt in How Christianity Changed the World. God does not coerce us in spiritual 
matters and neither does He in earthly matters. When the parables of Jesus touch on economic 
issues, those parables are always within the context of freedom (Matthew 25:15-30).  
 

Modern welfare programs are largely a result of centuries-old Christian charity practices 
(Christian caritas) but today they adhere to the principles of pagan liberalitas. Among the 
numerous unintended harmful effects that welfare produces, the most offensive outcome is the 
fostering of political demagoguery. Political demagoguery not only uses lies and deception but it 
benefits the selfish interest of the firebrands who, by presenting themselves as advocates of 
welfare, reap political gain from those who are on welfare. Christian charity is done out of 
selfless love. Christianity fosters freedom from all forms of bondage.  
 

Jesus did not come into the world to advocate for an economic or political system. He came so 
that through faith we may be saved (John 6:29) by grace. This salvation gives us freedom.  
 

Alvin Schmidt is not the only one who argues convincingly that capitalism is a by-product of 
the Christian value on freedom as it applies to economics. Capitalism permits individuals or 
companies to act voluntarily. Sure, freedom can be and has been abused and misused 
(Romans 3:23). But in countries where Christianity has had a dominant presence and 
influence, capitalist mode of life tends to be created. And in those countries where free 
markets are not permitted, the gap between rich and poor is the widest.  
 

Rejoice and celebrate the freedom you have in Christ. 
 

Grace & Peace,  
Cur†is  



  

 

 

We are a nation divided. This division stems from a lack of 
communication, empathy, and understanding. Amid divisive rhetoric, 
violence, riots, and racial tensions, confusion arises—how can Christians tear 
down the racial walls dividing our country? 
 

Starting on Sunday November 1st at 9:30 we will begin a six-session Adult 
Sunday morning Bible study called One Nation under God: Healing Racial 
Divides in America. Author Rev. B. Keith Haney, an African American LCMS 
pastor, encourages everyone to seek answers to racial tensions in the only 
place where truth and peace can be found—God’s Word. Healing must begin 
with Jesus. 
 

We’ll be challenged with different perspectives. Healing takes time and effort and 
can only be accomplished as God changes our sinful human hearts. 
 

The class will meet in the sanctuary and be streamed for those who cannot make it in person. 
 

Let’s be a nation united—united under God. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..


Deacon’s Digest 
 

When I was doing the research for a recent Newsletter column about praying for your enemies, I came 
across lots of content about all the hate that has recently become evident in this broken world and even 
in our country. Since God is all about love, hate seems to be contrary to God's direction for us to love one 
another. In this article today, I want to talk about what the Bible says about hate and why sometimes it is 
good. I know a lot of us have heard the old expression “love the sinner, hate the sin”. I am going to offer 
you some Bible texts that point out hate in a positive light.  
 

Did you know that in Proverbs there is an itemized list of things that our Lord hates? Here is Proverbs 6 
[ESV]: 16There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him:17 haughty eyes, a 
lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make 
haste to run to evil,19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers. 
This passage calls out “Hate the sin,” doesn’t it? There are several other places in the Bible where Jesus 
tells us to have hate in our hearts. Psalm 97:10 [ESV] O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the 
lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the wicked. See Proverbs 8:13 [ESV] The fear of 
the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. Check out 
Romans 12:9 [ESV] Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. OK, Just to get us 
back to familiar territory [about God’s greatest commandment] let us have a look at Matthew 22:36-40 
[ESV]: Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  
 

Now, I would like to bring up something said by Matt Walsh who makes an interesting point in his new 
book, Church of Cowards (Walsh, 2020). He says,” We Christians should be busy loving Christ and our 
fellow man and all that is good and holy. We should be hating sin, the Devil, and all that is disordered and 
unholy.” Sounds like good advice to me.  
God’s Blessings and Peace! 
 

Deacon Joe Staton |   C: 520.954.1200  joe.staton@q.com 

mailto:joe.staton@q.com


  

 

 

    Happy                   Happy  
  Birthday!!       Anniversary!! 
       _________________________________________________                                                                       ________________________________________________ 
       _________________________________________________                                  _________________________________________________                                                                                

 Don Panzenhagen     9/1    Weldon & Barbara Brinkley   9/3 
 Curtis Parker     9/3    Chris & Lisa Schwartz    9/5 
 Linda Kortum    9/5    Bob & Bettie Farmer    9/11 
 Nancy Johnson     9/6    David & Pam Chandler    9/14 
 Bryan Baker      9/12   Al & Brenda Hemmer    9/18 
 Don Gatchell     9/12   Frank & Kathy Shaw    9/22 
 Jenavieve Fooshee    9/15 
 Linda Babiak     9/18 
 Ella Parker     9/19 
 Dick Mahlum    9/20 
 Joshua Hofman    9/21 
 Lee Grieve     9/26 
 Herb Steeb     9/28 
 Jason Boole     9/29 
 James Crum     9/30 
  

 
  

 
 

 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual 
coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM. 
 

Sept. 1     I Lived in a Dumpster:   
        How a Homeless Teenager Rose to the Top of Her Class 
  

Sept. 8      Concussions:   
                   A Former NFL Player Speaks Out 
 

 Sept. 15   Stem Cells:   
        The Miracle Cure You May Be Missing Out On 
 

 Sept. 22   Where’s the Justice?   
         What to Do When Life Seems Unfair 
 

 Sept. 29   Loving Those With Cancer:  
         How to Cope, Care and Give Hope  

 

 



  

 

 

Beginnings (by the Church Historian, Bea Daily) 

‘’Tell me again about when I was born.”  The plea is common to children everywhere.  There is 
something wonderful that happens to a child as he or she listens to the story of his beginnings. 
 
For my father, there was no story.  His young parents had migrated from Slovakia in 1895 to Etna, PA, 
married, and had my father a year later.  They moved to Youngstown, Ohio, where my grandmother 
became ill with appendicitis, and died when my father was only 18 months old.  His father left him 
with his godparents and returned to Slovakia.  The godparents would not tell him about his parents, 
not even their names.  When he would ask, he was told, you do not need to know! 
 
I felt sad for my father not ever being able to say, “Tell me about when I was born.”  In 1997, I felt this 
strong urge to find out what I could about my dad’s family.  I went to the Mormon family history 
genealogy center, found a nice helpful lady there.  I asked, “where do I start?” She told me, if you 
know what city he was born in, start with the church.  Do you know what religion they were?   That I 
did!  He knew he was born in Etna, PA, on April 4, in 1903 and they were Catholic. I was able to find a 
baby named Joseph born on that date, and baptized on April 7 at St. Elizabeth Church in Pittsburgh, 
PA.  I ordered a copy of the certificate where I was able to find the names of my grandparents and the 
names of the villages they came from in Slovakia.  Also, the names of the godparents, so knew I had 
the right person. 
 
I am sharing this story with you to show how important church records/history are.  When I first 
arrived at Good Shepherd in 1973, Vera Brown, a charter member, who was the church secretary at 
that time was also the historian.  She saw that I was a photographer and could easily record the 
events with my camera and asked if I would take over the job.  I did!  How many years is that? 2020 
minis 1973 = 47.  Someone really needs to step up and be willing to take over this important job. I 
have been waiting since 2017 to add the Reformation 500 photo, to find a volunteer, and to show 
them how to organize the photo display in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

In 2002, on a trip to 
Slovakia, I was able to find 
my grandfather’s grave 
(Katarina was his 2nd wife, 
not my grandmother,) with 
the help of a 4th cousin I 
met online.  In 2017, on a 
trip to Youngstown, Ohio, I 
was able to find the 
location (because she was 
buried in a potter’s grave 
with no headstone) of my 
grandmother’s grave. 

 



  

 

 

Back when I started my genealogy journey, I would order film strips of church records in Slovakia from 
the Mormon records in Salt Lake City to view.  You had to know if they were Catholic or Calvinist 
Reform and dates. You could keep the film for two weeks and used their viewer to view them.  Today 
you can view these church records online through Ancestry.com 
 

On my mother’s side of the family they were Slovak Presbyterian in the USA. I then ordered the film 
for the Calvinist Reform church that was the closest to their small village of Kerestz (Kristy), pop. 300.  
I had the names of mom’s parents.  I then started my journey on the Behary/Kardos names.  To learn 
that my maternal grandparents lived next door to each other from the time they were born, grew up, 
married, and came to the USA.  I learned that both of their mother’s (my great grandmothers), along 
with an infant Behary child died on the same day of a cholera epidemic on July 23, 1873.  Yes, this is 
all in the church records. 
 

Deut. 7:9 says: Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations.  I know that my ancestors were believers by the records and the cross on the tombstone 
of my grandfather.  I feel blessed by learning this because there is no time limit on God’s abundant 
mercy for those who love Him. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   American Heritage Girls 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Life Minister Curtis, Jacob Schwartz 
 
 
                                                  The new church office door entrance 
                                                    (next to the LifeTree Café entrance) 



  

 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court recently made some rulings concerning religious freedom. The 
following is a summary of Cheryl Magness’ article, “Faith in the public square: US Supreme 
Court decisions impact religious principles, freedom” published in the August 2020 Reporter.  
 
Bostock v. Clayton County 
 

 On June 15, in a 6-3 decision, that the prohibition of employment discrimination on the basis 
of “race, color, religion, sex, or national origin” also applies to discrimination on the basis of 
“sexual orientation” and “gender identity.” Rev. Jonathan Lange, Free to Be Faithful editor, 
noted that the ruling could have widespread implications: “Among the questions left 
unanswered are whether men’s access to women’s dressing rooms and sports leagues will be 
mandated … [whether] female students and women escaping from domestic violence will be 
forced to share dorm rooms and living quarters with men,” and whether doctors might be 
sued for refusing to operate on or remove healthy sex organs.  
 
Medical Services LLC v. Russo 
 

On June 29, in a 5-4 decision, ruled unconstitutional a Louisiana law requiring that medical 
personnel who perform abortions at clinics have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital. 
March for Life President Jeanne Mancini said the organization was “appalled” by the decision. 
“The legislation…was designed to safeguard women’s health and safety, which the abortion 
business in Louisiana egregiously sidelined for the sake of profit.”  
 
Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue  
 

On June 30, in a 5-4 decision, upheld a tax credit for private schools in Montana. The Montana 
Supreme Court had struck down the program, arguing that it violated the state’s ban on state 
aid to religious schools. The ruling calls into question the constitutionality of many current 
state restrictions. Sue Nahmensen, CEO of the St. Louis-based Lutheran Elementary School 
Association (LESA) described the ruling as a “victory for families who deserve the right to 
choose the best educational system for their children, and for the educators in faith-based 
schools who are committed to preparing children for whatever their futures may hold — 
academically, emotionally and spiritually. …  
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe School v. Agnes Morrissey-Berru and St. James School v. Darryl Biel  
 

On July 8, in a 7-2 decision ruled in favor of two religious schools who had former teachers 
that claimed wrongful termination based on discrimination. Eric Rassbach, legal counsel for 
the schools said, “Today is a huge win for religious schools of all faith traditions. … The last 
thing government officials should do is decide who is authorized to teach Catholicism to 
Catholics or Judaism to Jews. We are glad the Court has resoundingly reaffirmed that churches 
and synagogues, not government, control who teaches kids about God.” 
 



  

 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  

 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).  
 
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family 
(husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of 
society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His 
family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these 
callings from God places a duty on us.  
 
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His 
life for His bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and 
submit themselves to them as the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise 
their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, 
the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of 
the Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, 
and even when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and 
cherishing them, and speaking well of them.  
 
As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those 
who do evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those 
whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their 
leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a 
purpose.  
 
As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in 
faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of 
hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in 
accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of 
their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to 
administer the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do 
all this for the young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and 
learn are to submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are support them by 
their prayers and their gifts.  
 
Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our 
prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with 
all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, your government, and your church. Give of 
yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to your family, your 
government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has 
given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might. 



  

 

 

“Thanks, Gratitude, Thoughtfulness, and Appreciation from the Bittle Family: (Darrell and their 
twin daughters Jessica and Jennifer who were here and I could not have done it without them)  
WOW! Your prayers, phone calls, cards, home-cooked meals and goodies delivered, and huge 
outpouring of love from so many meant so much to us! The suddenness of Charlene’s health 
sinking and surprising us all was quite a shock. All your love and prayer have made it much easier 
for us. No words can describe the great difference you made in keeping our spirits up! THANKS!” 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..
 

 

FREE Books Are Still Available in Fellowship Hall between the hours 
of 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Monday through Thursday.  Audrey Anderson 
has generously donated books from her husband Bill’s book collection.  
Please come to the church office to gain access to the books.    

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………….. 

 
 
 
             

Dr. Roger Riggenbach 
 

 Choosing some books in Fellowship Hall  
 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….………………..
 

The Rabe Family, Your Missionaries to Ethiopia!  
Dear Good Shepherd,                             
Greetings in Christ from Addis Ababa!  
 

We thank God for you and for your support of the work in Ethiopia. Your prayers and 
support are an encouragement to us. We know that without your generous support 

we would not be serving here in Ethiopia.  
 

We are winding up the academic year at Mekane Yesus Seminary. During the last few weeks we have 
been reviewing MA thesis papers and preparing for their final defense. We are hoping to have their 
graduation the end of July culminating in two years of hard work.  
We continue to pray for the many challenges in the US and especially for the peace and reconciliation 
that comes through Christ Jesus our Lord. Here in Ethiopia we continue to pray for the same and there 
have been challenges for the last month which only the peace of Christ can restore.  
 

Once again we are grateful for your generosity! You are truly a blessing to us and we thank God for you!  
 

The Rabe family— Mark, Stefanie, Noah, Gabriella, Julianna and Matthias 
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                                       GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
   PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN   
   FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE 
   1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579    
   850-651-1022     
    www.gslcshalimar  .org 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
 

   8:00 AM  TRADITIONAL SERVICE  
 10:45 AM  CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 
 

        Services are also streamed live at SHALIMAR.CHURCH 
 

Sunday School streamed live at 9:30 AM every Sunday 


