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What would change if you immersed yourself in the words spoken by Jesus for 40 days? How 
would Jesus shape your life if you began to more intentionally put His words into practice? 
Beginning Sunday, September 13th, we at Good Shepherd will embark on a 40-day journey through 
the Gospels, hearing and doing the words of Jesus, that are sometimes printed in red letters.  
It’s called  THE RED LETTER CHALLENGE.  
 

What is The Red Letter Challenge? 
 

The Red Letter Challenge is a 40-day discipleship challenge, a 7-week sermon series, and a  
7-week Sunday morning adult Bible study all rolled into one! 
 

Dates: Sunday, September 13th through Sunday, October 25th, 2020 
 

It is my prayer and hope that The Red Letter Challenge will help you read God’s Word daily and 
develop more awareness of how Christ is at work around us, so that we can share our joy with others. 
 

Jesus invites His disciples to take what He says to heart. At the end of His Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus says, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” (Mt. 7:24) The Red Letter 
Challenge is actually Jesus’ idea. 
 

Over the 40 days of the Red Letter Challenge, we believe that hearing and putting Jesus’ own 
words into practice will shape and form our discipleship in five significant areas: 
 

 Being - what is our identity in Christ? 

 Forgiving - how do we forgive as we have been forgiven? 

 Serving - how do we show Christ’s love to the world?  

 Giving - how do we steward what God has given to us? 

 Going - what is Christ calling us to do with His good news? 
 

How does it work?  
 

Every member is encouraged to pick up a Red Letter Challenge workbook before Sunday, 
September 13th when the sermon series begins and read it daily. Books will be available on Sunday 
mornings at both worship services or you can pick them up in the church office  
(850 651-1022) during the week or you can request one my mail. Everyone needs their own book. 
There are Red Letter Challenge workbooks available for children as well, written for their level. 
                 (continued next page) 



  

 

 

 

Sermons during The Red Letter Challenge will follow all five discipleship areas. 
Everyone will be encouraged to meet weekly in the church Sanctuary from 9:30–10:30 AM for 
a group Bible study/discussion about the weekly readings. 
(All services and Adult Bible Studies will be streamed on line at Shalimar.church.) 
 

How much does it cost? 
 

It’s a free gift! All of the books have been generously paid for by Good Shepherd members 
who believe that this Challenge is THAT important. 
 

What if we take the words of Jesus and actually put them into practice? 
I challenge you to read the words of Jesus for 40 days! You’ll be blessed you did. 
 

In His Love, 
Pastor Ray 
 


 

Where were you on August 3rd 1975? 
 

It was a Sunday and I remember it well 
even though it was 45 years ago. I just 
turned 22 years old on July 27th. It had 
rained all week, but Sunday was a clear 
beautiful day. I was at a worship service 
at Good Shepherd in Shalimar, Florida 
and called during the service to come 
forward. I was asked to kneel and Pastor 
Ziehr placed a hand on my head and 
installed me as a Director of Christian 
Education intern. 
 

Looking back, the memories and the                                                                            Photo by Bea Daily 
blessings are too many to count, but they will never be forgotten. 
 

The apostle Paul said in Philippians 1:3-5, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
 

So how do you celebrate 45 years of ministry?  By remembering and thanking God. 
 

Thank you Good Shepherd family for 45 blessed years! 
 

Pastor Ray 



  

 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” - The Declaration of 
Independence, 1776  
 

New Orleans quarter back Drew Brees and his wife were criticized over a 
statement he made about respecting the flag, the national anthem, and the country those 
symbols represent. The Brees’ have since apologized (several times) for the insensitivity of the 
statement that stems from their “racism.”  
 

Racism once meant prejudicial treatment towards a person based on the color of their skin. 
Civil rights activist, Martin Luther King Jr, challenged us to reject preconceptions based on skin 
color and to judge people based on the content of their character. King’s vision is no longer 
used to define the term.  
 

Today people are stumbling all over themselves to embrace a new definition of racism. 
Individuals, companies, and organizations are signaling innocence, not by making judgements 
based on the content of a person’s character, as King envisioned, but instead on the superficial 
characteristic he explicitly denounced.  
 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” - Romans 3:23  
 
It is racist to be of one skin color but not racist to be of another. It is racist to say All Lives 
Matter but not racist to say that Black Lives Matter. It is racist to decry injustice when a police 
officer murders a suspect in his custody but not racist to riot and loot when the officer and the 
victim have different skin colors. It is racist to successfully defend yourself against an attacker 
of a different skin color but not racist to burn down the business where the attack occurred.  
 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through Him.” John 3:17  
 

The scope of what is considered racism is ever expanding. It is racist to protect historic 
monuments but not racist to “tear them down”. Even historic depictions of Jesus are 
considered “a gross form of white supremacy. Created as tools of oppression.” Those who are 
concerned over the skin color of Jesus have completely missed the message of the cross and 
the empty tomb. Besides, spoiler alert, Jesus was a Jew.  
 

We are all broken by sin. We have sinned against God and against each other. We are called upon 
to examine our own hearts and confess our own sins. In Christ there is forgiveness. In Christ there 
is healing. In Christ there is harmony. In Christ there is peace. Cling to His promises for your 
salvation and reject the lies of this world. Those lies are meant to separate you from Christ.  
 

Grace & Peace,  
Cur†is  
  



  

 

 

 
Deacon’s Digest 
 

Today I want to share some thoughts with you about Anger. I know I can be too quick to anger 
and I surely believe that I am getting much better, as I get a little older, at thwarting a 
“volcanic” eruption by counting to 20. If you are not afraid to watch the news on TV [I am 
getting a little worn out by it], you may have noticed a lot of content about anger and 
divisiveness in our blessed country. I have been around for 6 decades plus and I do not 
remember such a situation-- possibly the 1960’s antiwar protest situation was similar. Looking 
at news videos, you can see a lot of anger in the faces of the protesters/demonstrators as well 
as victimized property owners and law enforcement. With that in mind, I would like to lift up a 
recent sermon by Pastor Ray from his Jonah series earlier this summer. Jonah became angry 
because of his situation and Pastor Ray makes these four points. In an angry situation: 
 

 1- Anger shuts down conversation 
 2- Anger creates villains 
 3- Anger does not solve problems 
 4- Anger is for a moment but God’s grace lasts a lifetime [Psalm 30:5]  
 

These are ways to deal with a situation which is starting to become infused with anger: 
 

 1- Conversation [not a bickering contest] 
 2- Empathy [walk a mile in their shoes] 
 3- Grace [forgive the other party] 
 

I have a fourth way to deal with an angry situation which came directly from that sermon: 
“Pray for your enemies”. Now “enemy” is a strong word but if a person is really angry, they 
may assume the object of their anger is an enemy of the moment. [I know it is hard to think of 
a family member with whom you are having a crazy and emotional argument as an enemy, but 
prayer is a good idea no matter what.] 
 

I want to share a personal story now about dealing with anger and I took this approach right 
after this particular sermon. These days I carry a written prayer request list around in my 
pocket. There have been so many lately that I need to write them down. It helps especially if I 
have a friend who asks me to pray for someone they know, but I do not. On my prayer list, I 
decided to write down “Pray for those people, I don’t even know, who make me start to get 
angry because of their behavior.” You know that God loves all and we need to let Him be the 
Judge and not you or I. I pray for the people on my list daily and it seems to be helping me deal 
with the situation. I highly recommend this for you if you think that you are having an anger 
issue. Prayer is one of the most powerful options a Christian has, to cope with a broken world. 
We should all use it more. 
 

God’s Blessings 
Deacon Joe Staton |   C: 520.954.1200  joe.staton@q.com 

mailto:joe.staton@q.com


  

 

 

 

Gary Kruschke 8/1 
Joan White   8/1  
Mary Keeler  8/2 
Will Binkley  8/3 
Karen Criter  8/3 
Ruth Hill  8/3 
Brenda McElroy  8/5 
Frank Shaw  8/5 
Larry Snider  8/5 
Vern Umholtz 8/6 
Dottie Steele 8/8 
Susan Guentzel 8/9 
 

Diane Beck  8/10 
Graham Binkley 8/10 
Jim Keeler  8/11 
Pamela Childress 8/13 
Gary Graham 8/13 
Jim Owen            8/14 

    Lance Hofman     8/16 
    Kirsten Lienemann 8/16 
    Calvin Boole     8/18 
    Virginia Inkrote     8/19 
    Robert Moser     8/20 
    Glenn Howard     8/21 
    Ross Binkley     8/25 
    Bob Pruess     8/25 
    Ronnie Hoppel     8/27 
    Carol Lorusso     8/27 
    Alice Ostrowski     8/28 
    Madisyn Hoppel    8/31 
 

 
 
 

     HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY! 
 _________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________ 

 
Gary & Sherry Kruschke 8/8 
Curtis & Sherry Wiese 8/17 
James & Patricia Crum 8/21 
Herb & Bonnie Steeb 8/25 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual 
coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM. 

 
 August 4 Blowing the Whisle on Abuse         
 
 August 11 True Beauty:  Is it Really only Skin Deep?     
 
 August 18 An Immigrant in the Sanctuary:   
  When Faith and Politics Collide       
 
 August 25 An Encounter With God:   
  A Prime Minister’s Supernatural Experience      
  

 
 

 
 



  

 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  
 
Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten 
and more by what we give away.  
 

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for 
us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He 
died the death that we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, 
death, and hell.  
 

So it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His 
eternal kingdom by grace. As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than 
we do from simply getting. Giving softens our hearts and frees us from the worries of this 
world and making a living. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are 
singularly focused on what we get.  
 

That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships with friends and 
family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking “How 
can I be a friend, family member, neighbor, and servant to others?” to “What have they done 
for me lately?” We become more selfish instead of selfless.  
 

But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more and 
become more. Because when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond 
of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is 
the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are participating in the divine nature. As 
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 

 



  

 

 

It is with sadness that we announce Katherine (Kathy) Charlotte Holbrook, 
member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, passed away April 19, 2020.  
A Celebration of Life Service will be held at Good Shepard Lutheran Church 
on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 11:00 AM.  The service will be streamed 
live at shalimar.church. 
 


                                     Note of Thanks from Carol Burkhard’s Daughter, Dawn: 

  

 I would like to thank the Good Shepherd congregation.  
 I have received so many sympathy cards, even from people 
 who don’t know me, but loved my mother.   She was special !   
 Love, Dawn 
 


 

 

FREE Books 
 

My husband, Bill Anderson, recently passed away.  He had a large 
personal library, which consisted mostly of political and religious books.  I 
am down-sizing my house, so I need to get rid of 
many books! 

 

If anybody is interested in getting some books, please come take a look – 
they’re FREE for the taking!  They will be on display in the Fellowship Hall at 
Good Shepherd between the hours of 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Monday through 
Thursday, beginning August 3rd.    Please come to the church office to gain 
access to the books.   Audrey Anderson  
 

        

  
 
 
 

 
           Twenty-seven years later in 2002, 
        Pastor Ziehr again laid a hand on  
         Ray’s head to install him as a 
         pastor at Good Shepherd. 
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Growing Up at Good Shepherd… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     GIANT JENGA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
                                       GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
   PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN   
   FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE 
   1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579    
   850-651-1022     
    www.gslcshalimar.org 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
 

   8:00 AM  TRADITIONAL SERVICE  
 10:45 AM  CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 

        ALSO STREAMED LIVE ON SHALIMAR.CHURCH 


