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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 

 

Dear Good Shepherd Family, 

I am saddened by what is taking place in our country. Our focus goes back in forth on a daily 
basis from Covid 19 to Racism. Instead of writing a newsletter article I decided to re-print an 
article sent out this past week to all pastors of the Southern District on the subject of Racism. 
It is a long article but worth the time to read. Don’t just read this article; put it into practice. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Ray 

 

Southern District, LCMS, President Johnson Statement on Racism 
 

Racism is sin. 
 

We as LCMS Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that Scripture is the norm for all faith and 
practice. Therefore, it is important to understand what Scripture says about sin, and about the sin of 
racism in particular at this time in our church body and nation. We are called upon to let Scripture 
challenge us and change us; to realize within ourselves the death brought about by sin, to be 
convicted of our sin by God’s Word, and let that conviction lead us to Confession and Absolution 
resulting in forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 

Sin kills. 
 

Racism, prejudice, and hatred all come from the same source: sin. The fall into sin by our ancestors, 
Adam and Eve, plunged all of creation into chaos and death. All relationships are damaged and 
broken by sin. Our relationship with our God, and our relationships with each other, are all broken 
and marred by sin. No human political, economic, or social program can fix sin. 
 

The Gospel saves. 
 

Only the Gospel offers a cure for our sin. Christ Jesus did all the work in His life, death, and 
resurrection to save sinful, broken, dead humanity. The only cure for racism is the correct application 
of God’s Law and Gospel. Christ gives His Gospel gifts to us, to His Church, to those He calls and 
gathers around His good Gospel gifts of Word and Sacrament. He gives to us the gift of the water of 
Baptism that now saves us. He gives us these gifts to justify and sanctify us in Himself, and He gives us 
these Gospel gifts that we may give them away to others. 
 

Hear and see what the Word of God says about sin, racism, Law and Gospel. 
 

We all long for elusive racial harmony: 
 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 





  



 

God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in 
the pains of childbirth until now.  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies.  For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” Romans 8:18-25 
 

We are all created in God’s image: 
 
“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26-27 
 

There is only one race: 
 

It’s the lie of the devil that divides us by race and skin color. “And he made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him 
and find him.” Acts 17:26-27a 
 

In Christ Jesus God loves all people from every tribe, tongue, people and nation: 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” John 3:16-17 
 

Hurt people, hurt people. People hurt and broken by sin, people like you and me, sin against God and 
against each other. There is no law, no political, economic, or social program that can arrest our 
sinning against each other. There is only the Law of God that slays and convicts us, and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ that saves us, frees us from the penalty of our sin, and leads us to Confession and 
Absolution resulting in forgiveness and reconciliation. Don’t deceive yourself – you are hurt and 
broken by sin; you sin against God and against others. We all, you and me, each and every one of us, 
has sinned against another by holding racism in our hearts and acting upon our sin by being 
prejudiced and/or hateful toward another person because of the color of their skin. And we, as 
Baptized children of God in Christ Jesus, are called upon to examine our hearts and confess our sin. 
There is only one cure for sin, and for the hurt and brokenness that results from sin, the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Saint Paul tells us, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16 
 

Law and Gospel; Confession and Absolution; Forgiveness and Restoration: 
 

As sinful people, we will never fully reach perfection in this world; we will never fully eradicate the 
evils of racism in this world, but we are called upon by the Word of God in Holy Scripture to try. 
“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. 





  



 

But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us who 
are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to 
you.  Only let us hold true to what we have attained.” Philippians 3:12-16 
 

Finally, we who belong to Jesus Christ, who have been baptized into Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection; we who are filled with God’s good Gospel gifts in Word and Sacrament – we are called 
upon to live differently than the world around us. We are called to live differently than the 
Republicans or Democrats tell us to live. We are called to live differently than any political, economic, 
or social program tells us to live. We are to live as those who have already died to sin in Christ Jesus 
and have been raised to new life in Christ. In Christ we are all one race, one blood, one Spirit, one 
faith, one baptism. In Christ we are all the same color, we are the color of the blood of Christ given 
and shed for us; we are all the color of the waters of Baptism, the very waters of grace flowing from 
the throne of God. Saint Paul tells us, 
 

“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 
3:27-28 
 

So What? 
This is a good Lutheran question: What Does This Mean? First, allow the Word of God to slay your 
sinful nature, allow the conviction of the Holy Spirit to prick your heart leading to contrition and the 
confession of your sin. Confess where you have sinned against another. Confess your sinful beliefs 
and attitudes about others based on race or skin color. Receive from Christ Jesus that your sins are 
truly and indeed forgiven. Then, being forgiven, speak words of forgiveness to others and press on 
toward the goal for the prize for the upward call of God in Christ Jesus to reconcile with those who 
have hurt you and sinned against you. Work toward justice for all people. Work to share the Gospel of 
forgiveness with all who are hurt and broken by the sin, and particularly at this time of the sin of 
racism. Work toward the goal we are given as Americans, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men [people] are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Allow the Holy 
Spirit to do His work in your heart through Christ’s Gospel gifts, and work toward the goal of realizing 
that all people, created equal by our Creator God, therefore have great worth and deserve our 
diligence to ensure the unalienable rights of all people, no matter the color of their skin. 
 

Written by Rev. Eric Johnson, District President, Southern District, LCMS 
 

Signed by: 
 

Rev. Eric Johnson, District President, Southern District, LCMS 
 

Rev. Dr. McNair Ramsey, 1st Vice President, Southern District, LCMS 
 

Rev. Ferry Nye, Chairman, Black Ministry Task Force, Southern District, LCMS 
 

Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall, Board of Directors, Southern District, LCMS 

 





  



 

“It was a pleasure to burn. It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to see 
things blacken and changed” - Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451  
 

In Fahrenheit 451, the lead character becomes disillusioned with his role of 
censoring and destroying knowledge “for the good of humanity”. The book 
was written at the height of the Cold War, and paints a dystopian picture of a culture at war 
with its own history that is apropos of today’s woke/cancel culture. In it, judgements are 
clouded by emotions and a lack of independent thinking. Society is fearful of thought and 
therefore does away with it, never once considering how their actions creates the totalitarian 
regime. Control is achieved by mistaking facts for truths, done by over loading the public with 
meaningless information.  
 

History has had several tumultuous times. We are living in tumultuous times.  
 

Judas the Galilean (no relation to the infamous disciple), mention in Acts 5:33-40, led an 
insurrection years before the birth of Jesus. The movement he founded would later become 
known as the Zealots. A term that still defines people who are fanatical and uncompromising 
in pursuit of their ideas. The Zealots were overtly and covertly hostile towards the 
government. They were known to resort to violence and assassination of both Romans and 
perceived sympathizers. The more radical Zealots were called Sicarii after the Roman daggers 
that they used. The Zealot activities were among the chief causes of the Jewish-Roman Wars.  
 

The notorious Judas Iscariots’ surname (meaning “murderer” or “assassin”), instead of being a 
family name, is probably a description of either his Zealot affiliation or the role he fulfills in the 
betrayal. Some scholars speculate that Judas’ actions were a failed attempt at maneuvering 
Jesus into leading an armed revolution.  
 

Jesus was Galilean and so it was natural for Nathanael (John 1:46) to ask “Can anything good 
come from Galilee?” The Galilean legacy was so bad that it was used to shut down debate 
(John 7:52) in much the same way our own history is used to marginalize us. The violent and 
bloody Zealot-Galilean connection was part of the historic tapestry of Jesus’s trail.  
 

Jesus had a radically different message from that of the Zealots. Instead of focusing on anger 
in this world; Jesus would have us reconcile with God. Instead of advocating for vengeance and 
reparations; Jesus promoted grace and forgiveness. Instead of living for hate and distrust; 
Jesus asked us to love our neighbor. It is a message for us today.  
 

Simon the Zealot is identify with a title to distinguish him from Simon Peter. Tradition has it 
that this Simon went as a missionary to Persia were he was martyred for the faith. We too are 
called to share faith in Christ to a world who may resent it but needs it. For the peace of God 
surpasses all human understanding (Philippians 4:4-7).  
 

Grace & Peace,  
Cur†is       





  



 

Deacon’s Digest 
 
Today I want to share some thoughts with you about Grace.  Martin Luther describes Grace in the small catechism 
glossary as “God’s undeserved favor toward Sinners”.  To get started, I want to lift up Pastor Ray’s summer sermon 
series on Jonah.  Jonah was a prophet and his Old Testament book was written about 790 BC.  If you have a Lutheran 
Study Bible, the overview on page 1478 describes the purpose of the book of Jonah is to describe God's mercy toward 
the people of Nineveh and to all who repent.  God wanted Jonah to preach against all the evil ways of the Ninevites and 
warn them that they would meet God's judgement if they did not repent.  However, Jonah rejected God's call and fled 
from His presence.  Jonah figured he had to leave Israel to get away and found a way via ship to go the exact opposite of 
the direction of Nineveh.  We don't know for sure Jonah's main reasons for rejecting the call to Nineveh.  Possibly, he 
feared for his own safety or even his life going in there.  As you may be aware, God does not call perfect people to do his 
kingdom work.  He counts on ordinary people like you and me to make new disciples.   
 
The narrative in Jonah has God determined to get Jonah on the program of Nineveh and he sends a big storm to stop 

Jonah’s ship.  It is likely that Jonah thinks he will die at sea by drowning in this storm and that should be the outcome of 

his disobedience to God.  Jonah's life is saved by God by bringing a giant fish to swallow him and, after 3 days of prayer 

and repentance, to deposit Jonah on dry land -- safe and sound.  Pastor Ray uses Jonah’s story to make these points:  1 

Grace pursues us ( God didn't give up and he sent a storm to pursue Jonah); 2-Grace does not always look like Grace 

(Jonah was swallowed by a monster fish -- this could not have looked like deliverance at first;  and 3 - Grace is for 

everyone (the citizens of Nineveh repented and were spared from destruction).  Even though Jonah deserves death, he 

receives Deliverance through God's grace.  All Sinners deserve the sentence of everlasting death but God, to whom 

salvation belongs, has in Christ rescued us and has given us new life.   

Now I want to switch your attention to a modern-day prophet who was involved in a similar situation as Jonah -- maybe 

you've heard of him: his name is Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran Pastor, Theologian, and Martyr.  Pastor Bonhoeffer was 

a child of German aristocracy and raised as more or less a pacifist -- despite this, and at the risk of his life,  he was a 

staunch resistor to the Nazi government including extremely vocal opposition to the Nazi euthanasia of the Jews. 

[Warning the government of his land of their evil ways!] Because of his opposition to the government and his being 

associated with the assassination plot of Adolf Hitler, Pastor Bonhoeffer was arrested and later hanged in retribution in a 

German prison.  

Pastor Bonhoeffer was someone who had faith enough in Jesus to subdue his fear and oppose the work of the Devil.  He 

is the author of a book, “The Cost of Discipleship,” written in 1937.  It is considered a classic of Christian thought.  In his 

book, Bonhoeffer offered a new [but undesirable] concept: “Cheap grace”. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline.  Communion without confession.  Cheap grace is grace 

without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. Cheap grace, Bonhoeffer says, is 

to hear the gospel preached as follows: "Of course you have sinned, but now everything is forgiven, so you can stay as you are 

and enjoy the consolations of forgiveness."  The main defect of such a proclamation is that it contains no demand for 

discipleship. Bonhoeffer’s insistence on adhering to “costly” grace eventually cost him his life [on earth].  So sad, but I have 

some good news for you: We as Christians know that Pastor Bonhoeffer gained eternal life with our God through the Grace of 

Our Savior. Just as all will receive who accept God’s gift of Grace through Christ.  

PS  I have more good news for you: I will remind you that we are open again to be able to attend Sunday worship in addition 

to livestream via the web;  and I invite you to worship with us and  to enjoy Pastor Ray’s upcoming Sunday sermons on Jonah. 

God’s Blessings 

Deacon Joe Staton |   C: 520.954.1200  joe.staton@q.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communion_(Christian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confession_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)
mailto:joe.staton@q.com




  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Fran Chandler    7/1     
Patricia Rudolph    7/6 
Doris Day     7/7 
Tim Finn     7/9 
Al Hemmer   7/11 
Carol Panzenhagen  7/11 
Ann Lienemann  7/13 
Elisabeth Proctor  7/13 
J.J. Anderson-Ring  7/14 
Violeta Brunner  7/16 

Sherry Kruschke  7/18 
Marion Wright  7/21 
Jon Anderson  7/24 
Don Hudson  7/24 
Ray Angerman  7/27 
Velma Bill   7/29 
Mike Eckhoff  7/30 
Laura Hill   7/30 
Dicke Fallon   7/31 
 

                            

Jim & Mary Keeler    7/11 
Neal & Sarah Riemer  7/15 
Don & Martha Haggerty  7/28 

  


 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life 
and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on 
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

 July 7        Where’s the Justice?  What to Do When Life Seems Unfair 
 
 

 July 14      Who Was Jesus – Really?  A Good Man? Or Something Else? 
 
 

 July 21      How to Live to 100:  Advice from Those Who’ve Done It 
 
 

 July 28      Make a Difference Now:  Choose to Be Extraordinary










                                       

         Pentecost 






 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRoe3L1q_hAhVS1qwKHSvHDaAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://requestreduce.org/categories/happy-birthday-cake-free-clip-art.html&psig=AOvVaw1976vzPtu7OQfnBluVAy8c&ust=1554234948751780




  



 

Gulf States District Mission Grants – 2020/2022 Our 

Mission Goal of $65,000 was approved and the 

following Mission Grants were selected via Virtual 

Communication (since the convention that was to be held in Navarre was cancelled):   

Your mite box offerings will go to support these projects, important to continue. 

1  Gulf States District Scholarship Program $3,000                                                                                                       

2. Resurrection Lutheran Academy – Pensacola, FL $5,000                                                                                                   

3. Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne, and Clothing Co-op $5,000                                                                                

4. Early Childhood Playground Safety Improvement – Redeemer School, Pensacola, FL $5,000                                                                                      

5. Women’s Shepherds’ Living Quarters, Madagascar –With God’s Little Ones $3,000                                  

6. The Center for Refuge Orphans and Jamel Lutheran Home – Haiti $5,000                                                   

7. Voice of Care: Equipping the Gulf States and Southern District of Disability Ministry and 

Respite Care $3,250                                                                                                                                                                             

8. Support at Just the Right Time –Mission Central $3,250                                                                                   

 Grants number 7 and 8 tied, so the remaining amount of our Grant Goal was divided 

between the two grant requests.  

Save the date! 

Gulf States District Retreat Foley, Alabama January 29-31, 2021, Cost $50                                                    

Bible study, The Wellspring of Life, By Donna (Pyle) Snow based on Psalm 42: 1-2  

Bible Study location will be at Camp Dixie, Perdido Bay, (due to the number of participants 

expected)  

Accommodations: Towne Place Suites by Marriott Downtown OWA-Foley, AL                                 

The weekend begins with a reception at the hotel Friday night and concludes with a worship 

service and bag lunch on Sunday morning. 

Emerald Coast Zone news:  Jackie Morris (2nd from right), 

stepped up from 1st Vice to be the president of our zone at the 

fall rally last October.  Lydia Landes was elected Vice President, 

while her husband Rev. Logan Landes, Grace Lutheran, Destin, 

was elected counselor, Mary Nye (right) was elected Sec/Treas.  

In May, Jackie resigned, due to her recent marriage and moved to Birmingham.  Lydia has 

moved up to be the President of our zone.  We will be filling position of Vice President in the 

fall.  If interested in serving on the Zone level, let Bea know.  The fall rally is scheduled for First 

Lutheran Church, Florala, AL.  Stayed tuned for further information on this.       Bea Daily 





  



 

       

Now 

 

 

          By Bea Daily 

 

 

 

                                      Then 

 

From the Good Shepherd Historian, let us do a follow up on those from Good Shepherd that have gone into 
church ministry:  Pastor Ziehr, in the Church History book “Celebrating 50 years of Service to the Lord 1956-

2006” wrote: “the third decade of Good Shepherd witnesses its first ordination of a pastor.  Dan Hansard, 
graduated of the Fort Wayne Seminary, was ordained on June 20, 1982, and was to serve St. John’s Lutheran 
in Wembley, Albert, Canada.”   

The Lutheran Church in Canada was a part of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  In 1993, Lutheran Church - 
Canada, separated from the LCMS and became an autonomous sister church body 
 
Even though Dan’s first assignment was to the tri-parish of St. John’s, Grace and Immanuel Lutheran Churches 
at Wembley, Beaverlodge and Goodfare, Alberta Canada… when he arrived, Dan found that he also going to 
serve another triple parish making him a circuit rider for 6 parishes in a 200-mile radius.  Dan served there for 
5 and a half years, then received a call to Concordia Lutheran Church in inner-city Vancouver, British Columbia 
where he served for five and a half years.  In 1993 Dan received a call back to dual parishes of St. John’s and 
Victory in Parkland County and Devon, Alberta.  
 
In 2001 after 9/11 Dan accepted the call to the Dual Parish at Grand Forks, British Columbia and Republic, 
Washington which needed someone with Dual Citizenship to go back and forth at the U.S./Canada border 
which had severely tightened security. He served 5 years there before accepting the Call to his current dual 
parish at St James in Whitecourt and Trinity in Rochfort Bridge, Alberta which he continues to serve after 13 
years.  At the age of 54 Dan had a stroke and had to take a year off for recovery. Dan has served a total of 38 
years, minus the one year off. 
 
Dan is now 74 years old; he lives with his wife Pat in Stony Plain, Alberta, 90 minutes south of his two parishes.  
Their children Miri, Heidi, Joshua all live in towns nearby.  Daughter Jessica is married to a MSgt in the USAF 
and lives at Hill AFB, Ogden, Utah. The Hansard’s family now numbers 24 people including 4 children, 7 
grandchildren, their spouses and 5 great grandchildren. Most of the family have dual citizenship.   
Dan and Pat were members of Good Shepherd for 7 years serving as Youth Group Counselors as well as choir, 
LWML, and Church Council. Pat’s family, Bea and Art, and children Fred and Beverly were long time members.  





  



 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  
 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, 
“You know the commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” 
And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22)  
 

There are three spheres in which we live and where we are to be in service to our neighbors. These 
spheres are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth.  
 

• We are born into the church through Baptism, and our duties to others arise from our 
membership in the church.  
 

• We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from our belong to that family. 
 

• We are also born into a society, which, the simplest of terms, is an extension our family. The 
duties we have toward others come from our belong to that society.  
 

If we were to sell all we have and give only to one sphere, then other two spheres would be 
neglected, and our duties in them would fail.  
 

So consider life in light of these three spheres. We pay taxes to support and help those in 
society. We provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of our family. But the one 
sphere that is usually considered last is the church.  
 

The needs of the family and society seem more immediate. The church is often given what is 
left over. This is not how it should be. We are to give of our first fruits and to do so requires 
forethought and intent. It means that sitting down and making a plan for what will be giving. It 
means sticking to that plan even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing 
things. Sometime it is a test of faith.  
 

This is all the more necessary as we enter into a period of time where giving is low due to high 
unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church. We will support the church just as we 
love our country and our family so that others are impacted by the mission given to the 
church. That mission is the message of unearned forgiveness for Christ’s sake.  
 

For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by God. He spared no expense for us and 
our salvation. He gave His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is 
more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives are to mirror the 
generosity of Him who gave us life in all three spheres.  
 

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is 
nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life. 
 





  



 

 
 

    Growing Up  
 

at Good Shepherd 

                          
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
   PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN   
   FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE 
   1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579    
   850-651-1022     
    www.gslcshalimar.org 

 


