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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

Dear Good Shepherd Family,

April 1, 2020

As I write this we are in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic. Florida governor Ron
DeSantis just minutes ago issued a “stay at home” order for the whole state. We are told that
things are going to get worse before they get better. What does this mean? How are we to
respond?
Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33b He wasn’t kidding!
Last week I preached on Matthew 14; it’s the story of Peter walking on the water with Jesus.
When Peter started looking at the wind and took his eyes off of Jesus he began to sink.
Jesus immediately reaches out his hand and catches him. Jesus’ question to Peter is not, “Why
are you afraid?” He understands why Peter is afraid. Jesus asks him, “Why did you doubt?”
“Peter, why did you doubt that I can get you through this?”
I know that things are tough right now but don’t look at the wind, keep your eyes on the Savior.
In a couple of weeks we will be celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord. I know it may be hard
to even think about rejoicing at a time like this. But when you think about the world into which
our Savior was born, it was the same world we are living in now full of fears and sorrow.
The resurrection of Jesus makes all the difference in the world!
Peter wrote this to the Christians who were going through tough times in his day,
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5
who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready
to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by
fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your
faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:3-9
These words are so true for us today. Jesus lives! He is risen!
In His Love, Pastor Ray
21daystogether.com


“‘Bring out your dead!’ the cart-master chants wearily. A man comes out with a
dead-looking old man in a night shirt slung over his shoulder. He starts to put the old
man on the cart. ‘I’m Not dead!’ ‘I'm getting better!’ ‘I feel fine!’ Protests the old
man. ‘You're not fooling anyone, you know—‘ replies the man. To the cart-master
the man asks, ‘Look, isn't there something you can do…?’” - Monty Python and the
Holy Grail
In August 1527 the bubonic plague (black death) had come to Wittenberg, Germany. The bubonic
plague had an outrageously high mortality rate and they had no idea on how it was transmitted.
The development of germ theory was still 300 years in their future. According to one account of
the time, it was theorized that “instantaneous death occurs when the aerial spirit escaping from
the eyes of the sick person strikes the healthy person standing near and looking at the sick.”
Needless to say, people fled plague cities doing the 16th century’s version of “social distancing” to
avoid the sick. Luther, under pressure to run away to save himself, responded in a letter,
“Whether One May Flee From A Deadly Plague.” In it, Luther does not condemn those who
choose to flee “as long as he does not neglect his duty toward his neighbor but has made
adequate provision for others to provide nursing care.” After all, there are abundant examples in
Scripture where people fled for their lives in the face of death. Even the prophet Elijah ran when
Jezebel threatened him.
“Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” - Matthew 25:45
Alvin Schmidt, in How Christianity Changed the World, points out that in all four of the Gospels,
Christ was concerned with both our spiritual convictions and also with our physical needs. History
has abundant examples of early Christians who nurtured and cared for the sick, regardless of who
the sick were. The first hospital to administer exclusively to the sick was built by St. Basil of
Caesarea in 369AD at Cappadocia. A second hospital was built in Rome by an associate of St.
Jerome in 390AD. Followed by more hospitals built by Christians. “Nearly four hundred years after
the Christians began erecting hospitals, the practice drew the attention of the Arabs in the eighth
century. Impressed with the humanitarian work of Christian hospitals, the Arab Muslims began
constructing hospitals in Arab countries” writes Schmidt.
For those staying, Luther’s practical advice in 1527 is remarkably similar to today's CDC’s
guidelines. “Use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, and street;
shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence or has recovered,
and act like a man who wants to help put out the burning city. What else is the epidemic but a fire
which instead of consuming wood and straw devours life and body?”

Soli Deo gloria.


Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is



Deacon’s Digest
Our small group ministry, Dinner for Eight or D-48 has been operating for a couple of months now,
and the feedback has been very positive. If you have read this column over the last few months, you’ll
know that I have started out explaining how and what we are doing in our small groups. There are
four groups of 8 that have been meeting on a regular basis, breaking bread, trying to deepen
relationships among one another and with God. I am now sorry to say that we have suspended the
group meetings for at least ninety days due to instructions by the authorities on minimizing social
interactions. By the way the intent of D-48 is to grow closer as a group – just the opposite of what we
need to do to halt the COVID-19 virus. I believe that we will be able to pick up our meetings again I
just don’t have any idea of the timeline. Looking forward to that resumption of fellowship I do want to
keep talking about the five practices we learned about in our D-48 Workshops last year. We are
learning five practices to be able to help God make disciples as we go through our daily lives. He is
doing all the very complicated things that only God can do, and He asks us to simply join Him and do
the things we are capable of doing. We put those things we can do into five practices1. 1- Seeking the
Kingdom, 2- Hearing from Jesus, 3-Talking with People, 4- Doing Good, and 5-Ministering through
Prayer. I am planning on continuing to provide a brief explanation of each practice over the next
couple of months. This month:
Doing Good
If you recall, last month I discussed Practice 3:“Talking with people” This is where you find out if
someone has a need. This month we will talk about fulfilling a person’s need by doing a good deed for
them. Remembering that what we are doing is helping Jesus and when we find a need, we step in and
help as Jesus would. We do not have to hit a “home run” every time we help Jesus, the best work we
can do for Him is often a small thing. In reality, we are making the intangible love of Jesus into
something tangible to people around us. You will be glad you are able to help and you will receive
much more than you give in this practice.
Comment on Lent
Pardon me while I change the subject. This time of the church year some folks give up something or
take on something. I am thinking that we hear that there is a whole lot of divisiveness in the US. Is
giving up support for divisiveness, something worthy of considering for Lent? Are we doing little
things we don’t even notice that end up being unnecessarily mean to someone? How often do we
gossip or maybe add a little spice to a story we have heard or criticize someone who has “different”
beliefs, citizenship, politics, ways of life? Let us try to make a little difference and be against
divisiveness, let us try and reduce our critical remarks or even stop our commentary involvement on
social media for the last few days of Lent. 1 John 4:21: And he has given us this command: Anyone
who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
God’s Blessings and Peace!
Deacon Joe Staton

C: 520.954.1200 joe.staton@q.com
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Finke, Greg (2014) Joining Jesus on His Mission, Elgin IL, Tenth Power






Curtis Wiese 4/1
Ethan Haase 4/4
Nate Lepper 4/6
Herb Hardwick 4/7
Lisa Schwartz 4/7
Tom Foster
4/8
Lou Hanson 4/8
Vera Boaz
4/9
Kelly Keller
4/9
Kathy Shaw 4/10
Allen Binkley 4/12

Stephanie Lawson 4/12
Marie Berkowitz 4/15
Clara Riemer
4/15
Keith Amiel
4/17

Austin Angerman 4/17
Mark Riggenbach 4/17
Noelle Mondragon 4/18
Roger Gilman
4/19
Cindy Riggenbach 4/19
Carol Franklin
4/23
Joan Fienhold
4/26
Hulda Mahlum
4/28
Abby Riggenbach 4/29
Linsey Hayes
4/30

Robert & Vivian Moser 4/3
Charles & Marion Wright 4/4
Don & Dolores Hudson 4/7
Neil & Zora Orness
4/12



From the Human Care Board:
For those who do not know, we have a Food Basket located in the
Narthex where we collect non-perishable food donations. This is
a year-round endeavor. Each month the donations are delivered to
Caring and Sharing or Catholic Charities on a rotating basis to
help the homeless and others in need in our local community. If
you are so inclined, please feel free to clean out your pantry and
bring in those canned goods or boxed items and place them in the
Food Basket … we will do the rest! Your donations are truly appreciated. If you have any
questions or need more information, contact Jean Grieve, Human Care Board Chair, at
jean.grieve@yahoo.com, 850-226-9954.



2020 Easter Lily Signups – Going on NOW!
We are limiting the number of Lilies this year to 10 due to
the uncertainty of the COVID-19 situation, and whether or
not we will be holding Easter Services in person. The
signup sheet is locating in the Narthex next to the Flower
Chart (near the restrooms).
Lilies are $7 each – Please place cash or check in an
envelope and label Lilies for Easter along with your name
and envelope # and drop off at the church office, or place in
the Altar Guild box.
Questions, Call Jean Grieve at (850) 226-9954 or jean.grieve@yahoo.com





Our Gulf States District Convention schedule for April 1719 has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus. We are
disappointed, but standing on the promise of the Lord, that
he is in control. God our refuge and strength, an ever
present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear,
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea Psalms 46:1,2
Since this is an organization controlled by a constitution and bylaws, we still need to vote on
projects to support for the next two years and a new slate of officers. This normally would take
place at a March monthly meeting, then advising our delegate how our society wishes to vote.
The list of projects and officers have been emailed to each local society member, votes will be
sent to me, tallied, and given to our delegate. Voting will take place on-line on May 4. As a past
district president, I also get to vote on these matters.
Flo, serving as the convention treasurer, has a big job of writing checks and returning each of
the 140 registration fees that have been paid.
Our March monthly meeting was also cancelled. We will continue our bible study on
Perseverance when we are given the all clear to meet again. Most likely not until September.
Bea Daily







Practice for the first live online
broadcast of GSLC service
March 22, 2020




Relay For Life of Fort Walton Beach: Updates due to Coronavirus (COVID-19)
If you’re having trouble finding the information you need about coronavirus and
COVID-19, the illness caused by the current strain of coronavirus, the American
Cancer Society is here to help with current and reliable information. You can
visit cancer.org or call our 24-hour helpline at 800-227-2345. It’s a global
priority to try to stop the spread of COVID-19. Yet, cancer patients still need YOU. They still
need US. Because cancer research can’t stop. Our 24/7 helpline can’t stop. Where we can,
we’re continuing our services to get patients the care and support they need. Because cancer
doesn’t stop. So neither do we.
All of us know someone who has been affected by cancer in some way, shape, or form. I have
been a volunteer with the American Cancer Society for 16 years now and I am a Survivor (since
2012). Unfortunately, I have lost too many friends and family to this dreadful disease. In recent
years, GSLC has lost many of its members to Cancer and have members that continue to fight.
As of now, all of the local Relay For Life events in our area are being postponed to a later date.
In some cases, Relay events are joining forces and will be combining into one event. The Fort
Walton Beach event is looking at a date in June (still on a Saturday) at Choctaw High School.
We hope you will still be able to participate in some way.
How can GSLC/YOU help in the fight against Cancer?
1. GSLC can form a team, participate in the RFL Event, and raise much needed funds for
local programs and research;
2. YOU can sign up as an individual participant and walk in support of those who have lost
the battle or continue to fight;
3. YOU can make a donation to the Relay For Life of Fort Walton Beach which will fund
local programs and research;
4. YOU can purchase a luminaria online in honor or in memory of someone;
5. If you are a Survivor, you can sign up as a Survivor and take part in the Survivor Lap as
well as the Survivor activities that will take place in the Survivor Tent the day of the
event.
This is the 25th Anniversary of the Relay For Life of Fort Walton Beach. Our Event will take
place on Saturday (for the first time), June TBD, 2020. There are plenty of activities planned
including the traditional things; e.g., Opening Ceremony, Luminaria Ceremony, Survivor Lap
and Photo, Mz Relay Contest, and so much more! Details will be forthcoming as we progress
through the COVID-19 crisis and await guidance from the American Cancer Society.
Sign up TODAY at www.relayforlife.org/fwbfl . If you have any questions or need more
information, contact Jean Grieve, 2020 Fund the Cure Lead, at jean.fwbrelay@gmail.com,
850-225-9954.



LCMS Stewardship Ministry
No one asks whether a Christian should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course,
Christians should give to their church.
Instead people ask: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should Christians
give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why you should or should not
tithe.
Reasons are often offered for why you should not give a tithe to your church;
•
•
•
•
•

It isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament.
Time and talents, combined with some treasures (money) is enough
Some support is going to other organizations to include the church
Fear that my gift will be misused
Fear that I won’t have enough leftover to get the things I use, want, or need.

Reasons for why you should give a tithe to your church;
• The New Testament describes the giving Christians is similar as a tithe: a regular and generous
proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).
• The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the then church.

• It’s a Christian’s duty to support of the ministry (Small Catechism’s Table of Duties). “The Lord
has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel”
(1 Cor. 9:14).
In both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving. But
what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do?
Consider asking a different question. What would you say to your adult children who only attended
church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, no passage in the New Testament that requires
Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it states simply for
Christians to not neglect gathering together. The implication is that throughout the Old and New
Testaments we are to gather together weekly. It is the goal.
So, what would you say? The conversation may go something like this: “I’m glad you’re still going to
church. It is a blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His
gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. I’d
really like you to try to attain it.”
This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically
commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and
New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these ways –
time, talents, and treasures.




Special Article Series to the GSLC Newsletter
Guardian ad Litem… Part 8 (final part) By Marion Russell

The parents have the right to visit with their children
during the time they work their case plan. It starts out
with supervised visits, leading to unsupervised visits, then overnight visits. If the parents
successfully complete their case plan, then they will be reunified with their children.
The family will be monitored for the first 6 month after the children returned home. If the
parents don't complete their case plan, then the judge will ultimately terminate their parental
rights and the goal of the case changes from reunification to adoption.
These are very trying, emotional, and difficult times for all involved but especially for the
children. It is crucial that they have an advocate during this potentially life changing process.
The Guardian ad Litem program is in desperate need for volunteers who will accompany the
children throughout this journey and speak up for them and their wellbeing.
Please prayerfully consider joining the Guardian ad Litem program and help the children that
are in dire need of an advocate.
For more information go to:
https://guardianadlitem.org/become-gal/gal-volunteer-application/

Last service before we
went to live-streaming

Choir





Growing Up

At Good Shepherd





Lenten Dinner



Robert Bortins, CEO of Classical Conversations sent Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church a congratulatory letter to announce that the local Classical Conversations
team leader selected GSLC to be a recipient of $500 from the Classical
Conversations, Inc. Church Giving Program. Classical Conversations is a
homeschooling program that local homeschool parents choose to use to educate
their children “to know God and to make Him known.” They meet at Good
Shepherd in the Education Building every Tuesday. To learn more about the
program, visit:
https://info.classicalconversations.com/churchesandpastorappreciation.




Good Shepherd will continue to stream Sunday Services at 9 AM
until we are given the go ahead to worship in the building.
Worship Schedule for April - All services will be streamed live
(Shalimar.church)
April 5th April 9th April 10th April 12th April 19th April 26th -

Palm Sunday Service 9 AM
Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM
Good Friday Service at 7 PM.
Easter Sunday Service 9 AM
Sunday Service 9 AM
Sunday Service 9 AM

Due to the stay-at-home order by Gov. DeSantis,
we will not have Palm Branches available on Saturday, April 4th
for pick up in front of the Sanctuary.





GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN
FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE
1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579
850-651-1022
www.gslcshalimar.org



