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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

Dear Good Shepherd Family,
Thoughts and Prayers
Whenever a tragedy, like covid-19 strikes,
national leaders will often announce that
they are sending what has become a muchmaligned offering of “thoughts and
prayers.” Many people not only question
the sincerity of these offerings, but their
effectiveness. “Does prayer do anything?”
“Does anyone hear?”
During the month of May we will be exploring the amazing gift of prayer and why every
circumstance – whether it is joyful or tragic – ought to be informed and formed by prayer.

Thoughts and Prayers Sermon Series
May 2 -

The Privilege of Prayer - Hebrews 4:12-16
Key Question: Does God hear me?

May 10 -

The Power of Prayer - James 5:13-18
Key Question: Does prayer change things?

May 17 -

The Path of Prayer - Matthew 6:9-13
Key Question: How do I pray?

May 24 -

The Problem of Prayer - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Key Question: What do I do when God says no?

May 31 –

Pentecost - Acts 2:1-21

June 7 -

The Priority of Prayer - 1 Thessalonians 5:14-21
Key Question: When should I pray?

You ARE in my thoughts and prayers, (really)
Pastor Ray


“You are so like children. We must save you from yourselves…We are
attempting to avoid human losses during this transition.” - Robot reasoning
for the uprising in the 2004 movie I, Robot.
We are in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that has made the
curtailment of enumerated civil liberties socially demanded and accepted.
The media coverage is dire and with contradictory information. Local and state governments
have, in many cases, overstepped their authority by mandating draconian control measures in
the name of “public safety.” Apparently this isn’t reminiscent of the Old English proverb, “The
road to hell is paved with good intentions.”
“You have to understand. Most people are not ready to be unplugged. And many of them are
so inured and so hopelessly dependent on the system that they will fight to protect it.” Morpheus explaining the Matrix to Neo, The Matrix.
Christ came to change our hopeless dependency on sin. We as a culture (and at times as
individuals) will fight to justify sin; to keep sin. Dietrich Bonhoeffer described this plight as cheap
grace. It’s cheap because it costs nothing. It changes nothing. That is not the Grace that Christ is
providing. His Grace is costly because of the Cross. It is costly because we are changed by it.
We live in a fallen world where not only does our sin effect us but so does the sin of others.
Prior to The Fall, we were made to live in harmony with God, each other, and all of creation.
As a result of The Fall, all of creation was change. We can only speculate at the extent of those
changes because none of us has known anything different.
Even at the start, God’s plan for our salvation was by grace through faith. The early biblical
people relied on the promise of a savior to come whereas we now rely on the fulfillment of
that promise in Christ Jesus. It sounds simple but simple does not mean easily followed. Many
people and cultures have made changes and additions to this plan of salvation. We have
plenty of warnings in the New Testament of teachers who added to the simplicity of the
Gospel. Paul and Luke clashed with Judaizers who taught that faith in Christ PLUS adherence to
Jewish tradition was necessary for salvation. Still other world religions have rejected God’s
plan of salvation all together and made His plan so unrecognizable that their plan is completely
disconnected from Jesus’ atoning work.
“Do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as He who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.” - 1Peter 1:14-15 (NIV)
We do not need to live in fear for Christ has over come death and reconciled us before God.
We are to live life as a child of God even in the midst of a pandemic by giving praise, glory and
honor to Him for the great things He has done.
Grace & Peace,
Cur†is
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THE BRINKLEYS – EASTER SERVICE



Stewardship Ministry
Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also
should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).
When we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should
strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us
leftovers. He gave His best. So, we are not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He
has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God
established from the foundation of the world.
When it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we are to make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in
proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their
ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can give a generous portion of the income that
God provides us to honor the Lord.
We are also to give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our
works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We want our giving to go
out cheerfully and with thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor.
9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as
generously as our Savior has given for us.
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our
neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. It is
love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the
Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without
love, our giving is not truly following Jesus.
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and
support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for
the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle.
For that was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He
bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that
they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)
In the same way, bring generous offerings to support the
Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life, and
salvation in our congregations through the preaching and
teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We
are to support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are
poor and needy.
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving.
Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to
following Him in generosity.




Growing Up

At Good Shepherd




Good Shepherd Corona Virus Precautions
(When we meet again)
The staff and elders of Good Shepherd are closely
monitoring the Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. We are
monitoring all information from the Okaloosa County
Health Department. Our plan is to follow their
recommendations regarding holding public worship
services and other group activities and all other advice
they offer. We will continue to hold regularly scheduled
worship services online until advised otherwise.
(Shalimar.church) If there is a change we will post it on
our web site.

Doodle Supervising the Office Staff

We are taking extra precautions such as social distancing here at the church; not because we are
fearful, but because we are mindful. Know we are closely monitoring the situation in order to
make the best decisions possible. If you have something you feel needs to be addressed, please
call me. 850-651-1022.
These are the things we have immediately implemented:
1. Asking ushers/greeters/attendees to refrain from handshaking until the virus subsides.
(If you are sick, please recover at home.)
2. Using a bulletin is optional because everything you need is on the screen.
3. If you feel a need to sit alone, please do so and respect each other’s space.
4. We will not be greeting one another in the service physically with a handshake or hug,
but we will be sharing the peace of the Lord verbally.
5. We will not physically pass the offering plate. We will be receiving the offering as you
enter or exit the sanctuary using the OFFERING BOX. Remember you can give
electronically via our website or by text to 833-886-1879.
6. I will not be shaking hands at the end of the service, but I will be available if you need to
speak to me.
7. We will be wiping down the pews with disinfecting wipes between all services.
8. In Regard to Holy Communion: We will not be serving communion as in the past
kneeling at the rail, but in a walk up fashion.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Ray
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