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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

EYES ON JESUS
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so
that you will not grow weary and
lose heart.” Hebrews 12:2-3
Our Lenten series this year, Eyes on
Jesus is based on Passion according
to St. Mark. We will examine how
the various people around Jesus viewed Him—and how we should view Him. We will “fix our eyes”
on what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings
and death, and celebrate what God sees on account of His work: our justification for His sake.
February 26
March 4th
March 11th
March 18th
March 25th
April 1st
April 9th
April 10th
April 12th

Ash Wednesday, “Misjudging Eyes”
“Betraying Eyes”
“Sleepy Eyes”
“Denying Eyes”
“Murderous Eyes”
“Worldly Eyes”
On Maundy Thursday, there is “More Than Meets the Eye”
to the Lord’s Supper.
On Good Friday, we look through “God’s Eyes.”
Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.”

With Eyes on Jesus as our theme this Lent, we will continuously focus on Jesus Christ and Him
crucified, buried, and risen for our justification. This is a vision that will never disappoint, for
by trusting in Jesus, He promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by faith and
forever in Heaven!


“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings.” - Hosea 6:6
The focus of our worship is Christ. When we explain our teachings on the
sacrament of communion, we will sometimes describe it as the real
presence of Christ as being in, under, and above the elements (bread and
wine). At the same time, it is our confession that the real presence is also among us in the rest
of the worship service. Our enthusiastic emphasis of real presence in the sacrament comes at
a cost. That cost is in the downplay of real presence in other aspects of our worship life.
Scripture does not mandate an order of service to follow but it does guide us. Public worship is
for people to assemble to hear & discuss God’s Word, and then praise Him with song & prayer
(LC 376.84). The rhythm of this worship is God’s Word first followed by our response. We are
to be reverent towards God and have fidelity to His Word.
Confusion in this worship rhythm causes havoc. Worship that begins with the individual by
necessity follows that God is the responder. That is not worship.
On the other hand, worship is also the outward expression of those who assemble together,
not to get something for themselves, but to give something of themselves, to serve as God’s
agents of renewal by proclaiming that Jesus Christ has redeemed the world through His
suffering, death, and resurrection. We share with each other again & again this proclamation
for fortification against those times when feelings work to undermine God’s assurances to
cause uncertainty & discouragement.
Our forefathers attempted to shape a Christocentric identity within the historical context of
tension with Catholicism, Calvinism, and the church of the Reformation. We are beneficiaries
of those traditions and that identity. Sinners who are justified by grace alone, through faith
alone, for the sake of Christ alone, as revealed to us in Scripture alone. An aide-mémoire for us
when considering worship.
True worship is more than what we do on Sunday mornings. It is the celebration that the
kingdom of God in Christ Jesus is present among us in the here and now. We do this by
honoring God with lifestyles that are reverent towards Him.

Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is




Deacon’s Digest
Last month our new small group ministry Dinner for Eight or D-48 launched. There are four groups
meeting on a regular basis and breaking bread, trying to deepen relationships among one another and
with God. Feedback from the four group leaders does indicate that relationships between our members
and with God did deepen thanks to the spiritual conversations that occurred in a nurturing, friendly
environment. The first D-48 session lasts five months from January to May before a summer break. If
you attended one of our workshops you may recall that we are learning five practices to be able to help
God make disciples as we go through our daily lives. He is doing all the very complicated things that
only God can do and he asks us to simply join Him and do the things we are capable of doing. We put
those things into five practices1. 1- Seeking the Kingdom, 2- Hearing from Jesus, 3-Talking with
People, 4- Doing Good, and 5-Ministering through Prayer. I am planning on providing a brief
explanation of each practice over the next few months. This month:
Hearing from Jesus
We need to hear continually from Jesus guiding us into His mission by opening up the Gospels and
joining the crowd that is following Him around. Listen to what he actually said and what He actually
did. Ask yourself “What if Jesus means this?” For the last few months I have been extracting the
Gospel text from our service bulletin [by scissors of course] and putting it into my daily journal as a
bookmark. I see it a number of times during the day and try to re-read it when I do. I am trying to keep
Jesus’ words in the forefront of my daily activities. Some days I connect, some I don’t, but it seems to
be helping me be more in touch with what Jesus wants of me. Give it a try if you like, that Gospel
section is not always perfect to make a bookmark from but a bit of clear tape helps out in a pinch. Most
of the time I believe I hear Jesus telling me to humble myself before I try to help others. If you
remember last month’s column, I talked about trying to find a human need and offer some help and
grace. I believe this is still the first step and listening to God’s Gospel will give us an idea of what sort
of help is needed (what did Jesus do?) I ask you to give it a try this month, that is look for the
Kingdom, see if you find someone in need and help out the best you can. These types of things are
great items for spiritual discussion in a nurturing environment. You might ask where can I find that
kind conducive environment? Well D-48 of course. There is still room for new participants just call the
church office and tell them you want to join a group -- it will be smartly arranged. Call or email me if
you have any questions at all.
God’s Blessings and Peace!
Deacon Joe Staton  C: 520.954.1200  joe.staton@q.com
1

Finke, Greg (2014) Joining Jesus on His Mission, Elgin IL, Tenth Power



This Foundations Bible Study
will parallel the
Sunday Morning Sermon Series
Wednesday Mornings
at 10 AM in the Library




A Seminar on Heaven
Ever wonder what Heaven will be like?
Sunday, February 9th 12 Noon – 1:30 PM
Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall
LUNCH SERVED - FREE ADMISSION
Question and Answer Session
Hosted by Pastor Ray Angerman
Good Shepherd – Shalimar, FL
For More Information call (850) 651-1022



Reminders…

Youth Jr. Group
st

rd

High School Youth Group

PM 1 & 3 Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM

Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00

Young Adult Group

Confirmation classes

Meets Sundays 4::30 PM

Meet Thursdays at 1:00 PM

World’s Greatest Baby Shower - Hosted by Healthy Start Coalition
of Okaloosa and Walton Counties. The World's Greatest Baby Shower is
expect to welcome approximately 1,300 who are new parents, expectant
parents, and their family members! Our purpose for attending this event is to
have a presence in the public square and to remind the unchurched
community that faith has a place in the welfare of a growing child and also
within their families. If you would like to participate by representing Good
Shepherd at the baby shower, please contact Family Life Minister Curtis.

Lutheran High North Band Visit
Lutheran High North Band from Houston is making their way down the Gulf Coast
and are stopping at Good Shepherd for a concert on Friday, March 13, 2020. We will
feed them dinner in the Fellowship hall then send them off with host families for the
night after their concert. To that end, we are looking for hosts for approximately 35
students and chaperones. To help out or host, please contact Family Life Minister Curtis.

Chrismon Workshop
Chrismons are Christmas tree decorations that are Christian symbols. They help
us to remember that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus's birthday. The ones
that adorn our trees are in need of repair. A workshop to create new ones is on
February 15th beginning at 9:00AM. Contact Family Life Minister Curtis for
more information.




HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Brian Dailey
John Gronning
Bre Ring Anderson
John Wright
Jill Baughman
Jessica Pytlik
Natalie Gray
MaryAnn Day
Charlene Artman

2/1
2/3
2/5
2/6
2/7
2/7
2/12
2/14
2/15

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Weldon Brinkley
Betty Mutual
Peter Zipfel
Ron Artman
Don Haggerty
Marty Bates
George Day
Don Hagel
Garry Haase

2/15
2/15
2/22
2/23
2/26
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/28

Rick and Kelly Keller 2/14

LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion, politics, and money –
the church is called, in one way or another, to talk about all three. Perhaps this is the reason why
teaching about stewardship often seems to be an afterthought. It’s something that happens only out
of necessity when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels.
Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching that comes up only when there is a financial crunch. It
should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction of Christians as they live out their faith in their
vocations – members of their family, their society, and their church. This teaching touches upon every
facet of our lives; it stakes a claim upon our time, our presence, our prayers, and our possessions.
Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager of
someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize that God is the owner of all things
as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.
The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians in
Corinth: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)
Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That is
what it means to be faithful in stewardship.
That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what God has
entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a Christian steward?
This depends upon our vocations in life as those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives,
children), society (governors or citizens), and the church.
St. Paul instructs to give regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and
generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2),
earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
It is always appropriate for the church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how they are to
live out their faith as His stewards under those who are created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him.




Special Article Series to the GSLC Newsletter
Guardian ad Litem… Part 7
There are a lot of new experiences when dealing with all the
involved parties for the first time. In order to have their
children ultimately returned to them, the parents need to work a case plan. It is the social worker
who establishes an individual plan for each case. Tasks can range from taking parenting classes or
counseling for anger management to being randomly tested for drugs. We can request all the
necessary information from the various agencies to find out if the parents are completing their
assignments or not. Every so often we have meetings, called staffings, scheduled where we meet with
the social worker and parents to discuss progress, or lack thereof, in the case. Every 6 months we go
to court so the judge can review the case. The goal is to give the parents 12 months to complete their
assignments; however, in reality it takes longer than that. There are typically two options in a
dependency case: either the child will be returned to the parent, or the judge will terminate parental
rights. Initially most cases start out with a goal of reunification.
To be continued…

By Marion Russell




Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in
a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
February 4
February 11
February 18
February 25

The Miracle of Dreams:
Does God Speak to Us Through Our Dreams?
Modern Romance:
That Crazy Thing Called Love
Overcoming Life’s Obstacles:
How a 10-Story Fall Changed One Man’s Perspective
Reincarnation: Have You Been Here Before?



Pastor’s
Foundations

Class





Installation of the new church office door

American Heritage Girls

Growing Up at Good Shepherd…





















NEW ACOLYTES

BRAYDEN RIEMER

LYLA PHILPOTT

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN
FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE
1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579
850-651-1022
www.gslcshalimar.org



