The Good Shepherd
Newsletter

December 2019
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

SPECIAL SERVICES
ADVENT 2019
“CHRISTMAS LIGHT”
Mid-week Advent, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
(Advent Dinner before each service at 5:30 PM)
December 4th, 11 & 18

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24th – 6:00 PM

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25th – 10:00 AM with Communion

New Year’s Eve
Tuesday, December 31st – 5:30 PM with Communion



Deacon’s Digest
Ladies and gentlemen, this time of the year is one of my favorites. I like the weather change
and the family get togethers for Thanksgiving and Christmas. But I have to say that some folks
can get stressed out when they overthink how to celebrate, how to decorate, what gifts to
buy, how are they going to afford all this—you know what I mean. Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) If daily life is getting a little
overwhelming, I want to let you in on a resource that the Lutheran Hour Ministries has
prepared for you and it is free. Simply click (while pressing Ctrl) on this URL:
https://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/booklets.asp. There are dozens of booklets and
pamphlets here available on various things that worry a lot of people [yes, even Christians do
worry] from time to time. Most of them have an associated audio file so you can listen if you
don’t have a lot of time to read. I hope you’ll take a look at what is available and pass it on or
download it for a friend who might need it.
I want to give a huge shout out to the forty or so members of our church who have committed
to participating in our small group ministry, Dinner for Eight [D-48]. The goal of this ministry is
to deepen relationships within our congregation and with our God. And day by day, attending
the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47) I especially want to thank the
leaders of the four teams who will facilitate our fellowship and discipling. A big “thank you” to
Gary and Anna Haase, Nate Lepper, Ryan and Vianka Heary, and Karrell Staton. There is still a
bit of room remaining for those who have not yet signed up. You can still get on board
if you email: churchsecretary@gslcshalimar.org , or phone us at: 850 651-1022. Questions:
contact me at joe.staton@q.com.
God’s Blessings and Peace!
Deacon Joe Staton

Sr. High Youth…




Council Corner
From your church council, greetings in Christ and Happy New Church Year! I'm
sharing a few recent items of importance in order to ensure broader congregation
awareness.
The first item is the status of our organ. Through the dedication and hard work of so
many in our congregation, we have met our fundraising goal to replace our
organ! With great thanksgiving, we dedicated our new organ on November 17th and
shared in an incredible organ recital given by our organist Lois Henry. With over 170
congregational and local community members in attendance, we had a wonderful
celebration of God's provisions.
Secondly, we are in the process of moving the church office to the Family Education
building. While there are no air quality issues for regular use, the long duration our
staff spends in the current office has presented some health concerns. This coupled
with the challenging layout and awkward office entrance led the council and staff to
look for a solution. We decided the best solution is to permanently move our church
office to the newer building. We will replace the large window in Classroom 4 with
doors that provide direct access from the circular drive and walkway straight into the
building and new office location. This new entrance will be completed within the next
couple months. In the coming months, we've also made a goal to begin laying out a
long term plan for renovating the Fellowship Hall, kitchen and adjoining parts of that
building.
Finally, I thank the congregation for approving our 2020 budget. We are on track to
finish 2019 below our budgeted expenditures thanks to the good stewardship of our
boards, the faithful giving of our members and the generous donations of many. As we
go into the new church and calendar year, we praise God from whom all blessing flow!
Garry Haase
Congregational President



Ministerial
Appreciation

WEDNESDAY @ 10 AM
Church Library





Reminders…
High School Youth Group

Youth Jr. Group

Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM




Young Adult Group



Meets Sundays 4::30 PM

Confirmation classes
Meet Thursdays at 1:00 PM

December 7
December 8
December 22

10:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM

Decorating the Sanctuary Christmas Trees
Cookie Walk
Christmas Breakfast

The Angel Tree is set up in the Narthex. We are supporting the same families from Kenwood
Elementary that we did for Thanksgiving. Take an angel (or two) and put your name and phone
number next to the angel number on the signup sheet. ALL GIFTS need to be returned, wrapped,
and underneath the tree by Sunday, December 15 so we can distribute them to the families in time
for Christmas. Contact Jean Grieve for more information: jean.grieve@yahoo.com, 850-240-4300.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.





HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Trudy Gronning
Bea Daily
Peter Day
Judy Koepsell
Cheryl Neumann
Dave Lienemann
David Chandler
Yuri Day
Allen Parker
Randy Lawson
Audrey Gray
Maecy Hoppel

12/3
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/8
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/12
12/13
12/16

Jacob Pytlik
Jason Haag
Larry Hill
Bobbie Ehlert
Charles Schwartz
Brian Dailey Jr.
Jane Wilhelm
Kelly Binkley
Sandy Boole
Josh McElroy
Isaiah Mc Elroy



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/24
12/26
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

Jim & Bea Daily
Jim & Sandee Baughman
Bob & Nancy Johnson
George & Mary Ann Day

12/3
12/18
12/27
12/29





You can learn more by going to lwml.org
LWML news: 8 ladies from Good Shepherd attended the Emerald Coast LWML rally where
there were 50 in attendance. We brought home the roving banner for having the most in
attendance. Gulf States President Gwen Marshall was present to welcome a new society from
Trinity, Panama City. The Gifts from the Heart including donations of 107 pair of gloves and
474 pair of socks for people in the assisted living home in Gulf Breeze. New officers elected:
Lydia Landes, Vice-President and Mary Nye as Sec-Treas. Jackie Morris steps up VicePresident to President.
For our December event we will attend the Ft Walton Beach Community Chorus 3 p.m. concert
on Dec 15 “An Old Fashioned Christmas”. We will be going to lunch at the Olive Garden
prior to the concert. Let Bea Daily @ Joyfulbea@cox.net know if you will be joining us for
lunch at the Olive Garden for a head count to be called in. Two Good Shepherd members are
member of this group, Linda Babiak, and Nancy Humphrey. You can purchase your tickets
from them for $10, if you would like to join us. Bea Daily



Choir…

Organ Dedication





Special Article Series to the GSLC Newsletter
Guardian ad Litem… Part 5
Once our training was completed, we were assigned our first case. When we initially met with
our supervisor, we were asked if we had a preference on what kind of cases we would like to
work. We could designate sex, age, location, etc. of the children we want to work with. Donna
and I didn't have a preference as we believe that God will use us where He needs us. Our
supervisor had provided a file for Donna and me, and went over the case she had chosen for
us. We were informed about the accusations against the parents, the investigation that had
taken place, the placement of the children, all involved participants like parents, lawyers,
social workers etc. We were able to ask questions and at the end our supervisor asked us if
we feel comfortable taking the case. Once we affirmed, we had to sign the notice of
acceptance giving us the authority to act on behalf of the Guardian ad Litem program and
were given access to an electronic file that contained even more information.
The next step was to set up appointments with the foster parents to visit and get to know the
children.
To be continued…
By Marion Russell



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a
casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
December 3

Angels Among Us:
Stories of Miraculous Encounters

December 10 Stuck in a Rut?
Get Unstuck…One Step at a Time
December 17 Conquering Conflict:
Healthy Ways to Tackle Disagreements







Blessing of
Shalimar PD,
Town Hall

POBLO Ministry

2019




Growing up at Good Shepherd…

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN
FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE
1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579
850-651-1022 www.gslcshalimar.org



