
 

 

 
 

Coming Soon—Bearing Fruit for Jesus 
 

Fruit trees are one of the many wonders of God’s creation.  To 
see the beauty of the tree and its fruit, to enjoy its taste, and 
to realize that it all came from a tiny seed is almost beyond our 
comprehension.  An apple seed is planted in the ground, and, 
with water and sun as nourishment, miraculously a seedling 
surfaces that develops into a fruit tree.  After a period of time, 
the apple tree fulfills its mission by bearing apples.   
 

We, as Christians, are like that apple tree.  We, too, have been 
fed and nourished by God so we can bear fruit.  “You did not 
choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).  Jesus tells us “I am the 
Vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5).  The life and power of any plant is found 
in its vine.  The vine uses the branches to produce its fruit.  The 

branch is simply a growth of the vine, produced by it, and appointed to bear fruit.  The branch exists 
only because the vine makes it possible.   
 

Fruit characterizes the life of the Christian steward.  When we stay firmly connected to Jesus, we are 
told that we “will bear much fruit.”  Christ has given us the task of ministering to the needs of others 
and spreading the Gospel.  As we stay connected to Him through His Word and Sacraments, we 
discover God’s perfect will for us, and we are empowered to please Him by bearing fruit (Colossians 
1:9-10).  God has created us to bear fruit (Ephesians 2:10), but only through Christ is it possible for 
us to do so. 
 

“Since we live by the Spirit,” Paul exhorted, “let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become 
conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Galatians 5:25-26).  As children of God, we have this 
fruit because His Spirit lives in us, not as a result of our own efforts.  We do cease to bear fruit when 
we give in to our sinful natures, becoming, in Paul’s words, “conceited, provoking and envying each 
other.”  We are to “have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11a), but 
are to “live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 
truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8b-10). 
 

In the next couple of weeks, you will hear a lot about bearing fruit because our stewardship theme 
for this year is Bearing Fruit for Jesus.  
 

Go and bear fruit! 
Pastor Ray 

The Good Shepherd 
Newsletter  

October 2019 
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 





 



 

“We have no wish on this occasion to quarrel and dispute with those who 
blaspheme and desecrate this sacrament” - (LC IV,4) 

The Church is the assembly of believers. And yet, in this life many false Christians, 
hypocrites, and even open sinners remain among the godly.  The hallmarks of the 
Christian church is Word and Sacrament. We preach the Word, we teach the Word, 
we baptize, and we administer Holy Communion.  

The vertical dimension of Communion; the relationship between me and God. 
Communion is a means through which the Holy Spirit works. We receive the very body and blood of 
Christ which is present, in, with, and under the elements (bread and wine) for the forgiveness of sins. 
Everyone who partakes in Communion receives Christ's body and blood regardless of their personal 
beliefs because real presence is contingent on the Word of God and not on faith of the communicant. 
In preparation we are to examine ourselves; Am I a sinner?; Am I sorry?; Am I willing to begin anew?   

The horizontal dimension of Communion; our relationship between each other. 
Communion is celebrated within the context of a community where the faith and life of the 
participants are known. That community makes a united public confession of what they teach and 
believe. Therefore, we are not mere “individuals” who are free to do as we please. This corporate 
nature has ramifications and implications (1Cor 10:16–18;11:17–34) for the home community. 
Individuals should not sojourn at other altars outside of our Lutheran denomination. Those other 
places profess different understandings, and different belief systems on what is going on. It ultimately 
brings into question what you believe and understand and as our representative into those 
communities, it undermines our conviction on what we teach and believe. 

The Apostolic dimension of Communion; the responsibility of the congregation 
The church, as stewards of the mystery, were given some difficult directives to follow. Our 
Communion practice policy is called Close Communion where we are selective with whom we admit 
to Communion. We do this, not to purposefully exclude people but to be as inclusive as possible while 
remaining faithful to Scripture.  
 

 Commit to the apostles’ teachings (Acts 2:42) 
 We all partake of the one bread (1Cor 10:17) 
 Watch out for those who promote false teachings (Rom 16:17) 
 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2Cor 6:14) 
 Do not celebrate with the unrepentant (1Cor 5:11) 
 No partaking of the table of the Lord and the table of the world (1Cor 10:20-21) 
 No Eating or drinking in an unworthy manner (1Cor 11:27) 
 No Eating and drinking without discernment (1Cor 11:29) 

 

An Open Communion policy disregards these Scripture imperatives and allows all to come forward. You 
will remain faithful to your witness by spending time talking with your family and friends about what we 
teach and confess concerning Communion before you bring them forward.  

Grace & Peace, 

Cur✝is 





 



 

Deacon’s Digest  
I want to thank all of you who attended the recent discipling workshop.  It started with breakfast 
and a worship service with live music. Then, during our workshop, we discussed these major 
points: 

 Our culture in the US is changing such that a smaller percentage of the population attends 

church regularly or at all; no connection to a church. 

 We need to change our mindset to be able to disciple this expanding domestic mission 

field. 

 Old mind set, old ways, old results. New mind set, new ways, new results. 

 Jesus is already at work, here on earth, doing the incredibly complex work on each person 

in the population that can lead to redemption. He wants us to join him in discipling those 

people that he is preparing for redemption. 

 To establish a nurturing environment for discipling, we must deepen relationships in our 

church with one another and with God. 

 D-48, a small group fellowship activity, will launch in January of 2020. It will act to deepen 

the relationships of our congregation both with one another and with God. 

Here is an Amazing Fact about one of the workshop attendees: “I was swept over a waterfall 
while hiking the Grand Canyon. Through the dark I saw the light of Jesus who said it is not time to 
come home yet. Now when I worship at GSLC, I have a wonderful foretaste of what is to come!”  
Here is another Amazing Fact of another attendee: “I attended a WELS boarding High School and 
was kicked out after my Junior year.” You could learn who these Amazing Facts congregants are if 
you participate in D-48! 
We have one remaining workshop to help us get ready for D-48. It will be on Saturday, 12 October 
from 9-11 AM, in the Fellowship Hall. Our goal of this session will be to learn how to seek, 
recognize, and respond to what Jesus is doing in the lives of people we are enjoying. This will be 
interesting and enlightening. Oh, and Fun!! I invite all to attend, to RSVP email: 
churchsecretary@gslcshalimar.org, or phone us at: 850 651-1022. Questions: contact me at 
joe.staton@q.com.  
 

God’s Blessings and Peace! 
Deacon Joe
 

 
 
 

 
Good Shepherd will be praying for and gifting the 
Shalimar Police Department at Shalimar Town Hall on 
November 4th.  If you would like to donate financially,  

 or with gift cards, fruit or other items, please drop off 
your donation to the church office.  

WEDNESDAY  @ 10 AM  

Church Library 

mailto:joe.staton@q.com




 



 

Invite your friends 
and party like it’s 
1517 !   Our celebration 

begins immediately after the 
late service on Oct. 27th.   
 

The catalyst for the 
reformation was the October 
31, 1517 posting of The 95 
Theses protesting clerical 
abuses and the sale of 

forgiveness. The first act of our three-act play, based on those events, will signal the start of the 
picnic at NOON. Lutheran trivia, pumpkin carving, fellowship, and German food are included. For 
more information see a member of the Fellowship Board or Family Life Minister Curtis.  

 
Join us on the Fellowship Board! 
We need helping hands with the 
Reformation Festival on October 27th.   
If you can shop, cook or serve, the 
Fellowship Board needs you!  If you are 
interested, please call Marion Wright at 
581-2922. 
 
                                                                                                                   
                                        
 
 

Reminders… 
 

    

  High School Youth Group                                 Youth Jr. Group 

  Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM                                                                              1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM 
 
 




                                        Young Adult Group 
                                                               Meets Sundays 4::30 PM 
 
 

   Thursdays at 1:00 PM  Confirmation classes 
 

   October 12    8:00 – 11:30 D48 Workshop #2 
    

   October 14    Church office closed 
 

   October 27   12:00 Noon  Reformation Picnic 





 



 

        

                              HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                           HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

 



















           Baptism of  
    Cole Matthew Nix  
      September 1, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norma Breidinger     10/2 
Robert Wilhelm         10/3 
Diann Keenan            10/4 
Danielle Kortum        10/5 
Caitlin Riggenbach    10/5 
Theresa Vacek           10/6 
Laurie Bartlett           10/7 
Minda Haag               10/8 
Betty Tucholski         10/8 
Nancy Humphrey     10/15 
James Anderson       10/16 

 Scarlett Gray              10/19 
 Bill Kortum              10/21 
 Bonnie Steeb              10/21 
 Emma Proctor             10/22 
 Joseph Proctor 10/22 
 Barbara Brinkley 10/23 
 Martha Haggerty 10/25 
 Chris Schwartz 10/25 
 Nathan Shaw  10/29 
 Timothy Evers  10/31 
  
 

Don & Fran Chandler           10/2 
Sarah & Ronnie Hoppel       10/6 
Dan & Susan Wooldridge    10/12 
Garry & Anna Haase             10/21 
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Human Care Board  
School Supply Drive  
 
The Human Care Board collected school  
supplies during the month of August.  
Kenwood Elementary School was 
delighted to receive our donations.   
 
Thank you to all who supported this 
 cause! 
 
Pictured:   Dianna Riggenbach 
                   Kathy Shaw 
                   Mrs. Holland, Kenwood 
                   Guidance Counselor 
 



 

Save the date: The Emerald Coast Zone Rally will be held 
at Good Shepherd, Gulf Breeze, on October 19. The theme of 
the rally is “In Praise to the Lord – Give Thanks!” from 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 “give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

Please join us for Bible study, food, and fellowship. Gloves 
and socks will be collected for the Bay Breeze Nursing Home. 
If interested, please contact Flo Hofman (850) 796-0949 by 
October 6. 

Bible Study “Perseverance” 
by Donna Pyle  
Led by Karrell Staton  
3rd Tuesday of each month 
October 15, 7:00 p.m.  
All ladies of the church are invited to join us.  

Stay for refreshments! 





 



 

LWML 2019-2021 Mission Grant 2--$100,000 

Teach Me Too – Preschoolers with Learning Needs in Austin 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries 

 

              

 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries 
(LSEM) has seen a growing desire for early intervention support of children with learning 
needs. In 1976 LSEM began serving children with special learning needs in the Detroit area and 
has since expanded programs and services to include a presence in Lutheran schools 
nationwide. Their pilot program is Let It Shine Academy at Bethany Lutheran Church, Austin, 
Texas. The Teach Me Too program was designed to administer intervention strategies, address 
the unique needs of children with autism spectrum disorder and other unique needs such as 
hyperactivity issues, decreased or delayed social skills, developmental or speech delays, 
sensory integration difficulties, or other learning differences. As a resource for families, this 
program provides assessments, consultations, and materials to help children on an individual 
basis. This grant would help fund Teach Me Too, expand the Let It Shine Academy, provide 
teacher training, and offer scholarship funding for children whose families cannot afford the 
cost of the Let It Shine Program.  
This ministry has a special place in my heart as they reach out to children with special needs. 
You can help this ministry by giving mites in church on the first Sunday of the month, or giving 
mites at our monthly meetings. 
 

Flo Hofman, LWML Treasurer 

This is Jackson, our first preschool graduate! 

You can see by his big smile how happy he is! 

We're so proud of the successes of Let It 

Shine. 

N is playing with her doll and put the noise 

canceling head phones on the doll. The noise 

canceling headphones are used to help kids who are 

sensitive to increased noise. The headphones allow 

kids to remain in high volume social solutions and 

still participate. 





 



 

Special Article Series to the GSLC Newsletter 
[for Part 1&2 of this series: Aug. &. Sept. newsletter] 
 

Guardian ad Litem… Part 3                                                                                        
 

Before getting assigned to a case we needed to do mandatory training and get our fingerprints 
taken at the Sheriff’s department in Shalimar. The first part of training was online; we had to read 
and watch videos to get us familiarized with the program. The next step was a Saturday class at 
the FWB GAL office. I had no clue what to expect and it was an eye-opening day. We learned that 
the process always starts out the same way and here is how it goes:  
 

A call or online report is received by the Florida Department of Children and Families. Below is 
some of the information to give you an idea of who, what, where, how regarding filing a report  
This and more information is available on their website:  
https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/abuse-hotline/ 

There are 2 ways a report can be filed, either by phone 1-800-962-2873 or online at 
https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us/Child/ChildForm.asp. 
 

More than 1 million children are victims of child abuse and neglect each year, according to state 
child protective service agencies. Many victims don't receive help because they are not reported 
to the system. These abused and neglected children span all ages, races, religions and socio-
economic backgrounds. 
Any person who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is abused, abandoned or 
neglected by a parent, legal custodian, caregiver, or other person responsible for the child's 
welfare is a mandatory reporter. § 39.201(1)(a), Florida Statutes.  
                                                          

Frequently asked questions: 
1. What is abuse?  

"Abuse" means any willful act or threatened act or omission that results in any physical, mental, or sexual 
injury or harm that causes or is likely to cause the child's physical, mental, or emotional health to be 
significantly impaired.  This applies to adults as well.  

2. What is neglect?  
When a child is deprived of, or is allowed to be deprived of, necessary food, clothing, shelter, or medical 
treatment or a child is permitted to live in an environment when such deprivation or environment causes the 
child's physical, mental, or emotional health to be significantly impaired or to be in danger of being 
significantly impaired.  The term "neglect" also means the failure of a caregiver to make a reasonable effort to 
protect a vulnerable adult from abuse, neglect, or exploitation by others. 

3. Will the person know I reported him or her? 
All reports are confidential.  No reports are released by the Abuse Hotline other than to those persons 
specifically authorized under Chapters 39 and 415, F.S.  
                                                               
 

The final part in the initial training is court observation. I still remember vividly how nervous I was 
to go to the courthouse on a Tuesday morning, that is when dependency court usually is, and for 
the first time get a glimpse of what is going on in real time. 
 

To be continued… 
 

By Marion Russell 

https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/abuse-hotline/
https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us/Child/ChildForm.asp




 



 



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a 
casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  

 
October 1    A Reason to Live: A Story of Hope From Rwanda     
 

October 8 I Lived in a Dumpster:  How a Homeless Teenager  
  Rose to the Top of Her Class 
October 15 Surviving the Death of a Loved One:   
  Finding Peace in Your Time of Loss 
October 22 Loving Those With Cancer:   
  How to Cope, Care and Give Hope 
October 29 Zombies!  What’s the Fascination? 

 



 
                                                     

RALLY DAY at Good Shepherd 
 

Good Food… 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 





 



 

Good Fun… 
 

 

    
 

Good Fellowship… 

 

 





 



 

The “Generation Z”  
 

     

       

at GSLC 

 
                                          
 
 

                  
                                                                      





 



 

D-48 Small Group Discipleship Workshop

 

 

   
                                                             Cleaning the Cross at GSLC 
                 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                    PASTOR RAY ANGERMAN   
                       FAMILY LIFE MINISTER CURTIS WIESE 
                       1 MEIGS DRIVE - SHALIMAR, FL 32579 
                   850-651-1022    www.gslcshalimar.org 


