
 

 

 
 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES:  
 

Study Location 

God Connects:  A Course in Basic Christianity (Joe Staton) 
Ideal for people who are interested in what the Lutheran Church teaches and 
believes. 

Ed #5 

Faith Lessons (Tom Cox) 
Experience the Bible in historical context.  

Fellowship Hall 

Missional Church (Pastor Ray) 
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit for ministry.  Congregations are meant to 
enable the empowered by providing systems and norms to best facilitate action. 
Together with church leaders, this course examines our local church culture for 
obstacles in our missional path and then seeks ways to overcome them.  

Library 

Pericopes (Ross Binkley) 
Dig NEW deeper into the week’s three Scripture readings used on Sundays from 
the lectionary series. The lectionary series is a list of readings that were not a 
randomly select but compiled with forethought and purpose. Identify and 
explore the common theme in this week’s pericopes. 

Ed #4 

Genesis (Family Life Minister Curtis) 
The purpose of the Bible is to point us to Christ Jesus. This study seeks to 
understand the world from a biblical perspective while highlighting the 
redemptive work of God through Christ revealed to us in Genesis.  

Youth Room 
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OTHER STUDIES ON OTHER DAYS: 
 

 Study Location Day 

Young Adults (Family Life Minister Curtis) 
Anger is a distraction. Join us on our journey to reconnect to 
the Peace that passes all human understanding. We meet in the 
Café Sundays (4:30 PM – 5:45 PM) for fellowship and 
discussion.  

Café  
Sundays 

4:30-5:45 PM 

Lifetree Café (Hosted by: Family Life Minister Curtis, Ann 
Lienemann, and Jacob Schwartz) 
Guided conversations that build relationships with members of 
the community. You have the chance to talk with the people 
seated your table and opportunities to contribute to the whole 
room’s discussion. If you’re comfortable with that and want to 
join in—that’s great. But if you’d rather not talk, that’s great, 
too— because you’re welcome just as you are.  

Café  
Tuesdays 

7:00-8:00 PM 

Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study (Pastor Ray) 
From the award-winning history series Drive Thru History® 
comes “American: Columbus to the Constitution.” In this series, 
explore the founding of America, witness the places where our 
founding fathers risked their very lives to sculpt this great 
nation, and experience the revolutionary events that 
consequently unfolded 

Library 
Wednesdays 

10:00-11:30 AM 

Confirmation (Family Life Minister Curtis) 
A lifelong Christian education and relational experience, within 
the congregation, that began when you came to faith in Jesus 
Christ. It is also a deeply held Lutheran tradition of formal 
classroom instruction. Our approach at Good Shepherd is to 
have two years of focused instruction (Sept- May) beginning in 
the 8th grade school year. 

Youth Room 
Wednesdays 

5:00-6:30 PM (8th) 
6:30-8:00 PM (9th) 

Ladies Bible Study  (Mary Ann Day) 
Discussions focus on God’s Word and how it impacts our lives. 
Presently studying 1 John.  

Library 
Thursdays 

10:00-11:30 AM 

LWML Bible Study (Karrell Staton) Begins Sept. 17 
Perseverance:  Praying Through Life’s Challenges 
A Nehemiah Battle Plan 

Fellowship 
Hall 

3rd Tuesday 
7:00 PM 

 
 
 





 



 

“It is taught among us that nobody should publicly teach or preach or 
administer the sacraments in the church without a regular call.”  -Augsburg 
Confession, Article 14 
 
Lutherans have argued about the doctrine of the ministry during the 
Reformation, at the time of Synod’s founding (1847), and, apparently, still 
today. At the center of the argument is the relationship between the Royal 
Priesthood of All Believers and the Office of the Pastor.  
 
Theses:   
The Office of the Pastor is altogether a separate class from the Royal Priesthood. There is an 
order of succession and the participation of the Royal Priesthood in the functions of the Office 
is prohibited. Therefore, Bible study and worship are only possible with a pastor, and then, 
only worship when following the “hymnal.” 
 
Antitheses 
The Office exists in the church by human arrangements.  What exists is not a special office but 
rather a function, an activity -- namely, the function of preaching and administering of the 
sacraments. These functions belong to the whole church. The Office, therefore, exists as a 
result of developments which has taken place in the church for the purposes of power & 
control which leads to the Papacy. 
 
Synthesis: 
The Gospel alone is the power of salvation. All Christians are priests and are members of the 
Royal Priesthood by virtue of their baptism. Scriptures were given to us as tools and prayer as 
our helper. Christ is the rock upon which the church is built. The Office was established for the 
sake of order to carry out some distinctive functions. The Office is not a special rank nor higher 
priestly class. 
 
Encouragement:  
Lead a Bible study. Use your Called Ministers as resources and as guides for your theological 
questions. Individually you are called to confess the faith to others and to give a defense for 
the hope that is within you. The Holy Spirit is at work wherever the saving work of God in 
Christ is made known, whether that message is delivered by you or a Called Minister. 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Cur✝is 
 
 
 





 



 

Deacon’s Digest  
 

Well it is very difficult for me to believe that September is already here -- we should start 
seeing some of our Snowbirds soon. It'll be great to see them again.  
I want to thank all of you who RSVP’d to attend the upcoming discipling workshop on 14th of 
September from 8 to 11 AM.  This event is to get us ready for the small group ministry, Dinner 
for Eight [D-48], that starts in January. We will have childcare available. The intent of the 
workshop is to give you some discipling concepts, provide the scriptural basis for the means of 
discipling, and then familiarize you with our discipling culture at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. There will be a hearty breakfast, followed by a mini worship service, and then 
facilitated discussion. I predict that you will discover some amazing facts about our members if 
you attend. If you have not reserved a spot yet there is still room, but we need to know you're 
coming for our food and seating arrangements. To RSVP email: 
churchsecretary@gslcshalimar.org, or phone us at: 850 651-1022. Questions: contact me at 
joe.staton@q.com.  
Our Sunday School’s Basic Christianity Course, God Connects, starts on 1 September. If you 
sometimes feel that you are disconnected from God, the good news is that God is always 
trying to connect with us. Our adult instruction class tells this unique, unequaled story. 
Wherever you may find yourself, we will help you explore what the Bible says about this 
remarkably loving God, and how this love gives direction and meaning to your life today and 
forever. 
 
God’s Blessings and Peace! 
Deacon Joe 







  

 

                   5th Sunday Breakfast 
                 September 29 at 9:15 AM 
                          Fellowship Hall 
                                         
 

WEDNESDAY  @ 10 AM  

Church Library 

mailto:joe.staton@q.com




 



 

Reminders… 
 

 
    

  High School Youth Group                                 Youth Jr. Group 

  Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM                                                                              1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM 
 
 




                                        Young Adult Group 
                                                               Meets Sundays 4::30 PM 
 

 

 
LCMS Youth Gathering 

 


 

Confirmation is a lifelong Christian education and relational experience, within the 
congregation, that began when you came to faith in Jesus Christ.  It is also a deeply held 

Lutheran tradition of formal classroom instruction. 
 

Our approach at Good Shepherd is to have two years of focused instruction (Sept. – May) 
beginning in the 8th grade school year. 

 
Classes begin September 11th in the Youth Room 

 
            8th Grade  Wednesdays  5:00 – 6:30 PM 
            9th Grade  Wednesdays  6:30 – 8:00 PM 
 





 



 

        

                              HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                           HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 
 

 



 

Join us for a free showing of 
the movie, Unplanned, 
sponsored by Good Shepherd 
Life Team, Saturday, 
September 14th  at the Fort 
Walton Beach Civic Auditorium 
107 US-98, Fort Walton Beach, 
FL 32548 
More information is to come 
regarding showing times.   

Whether you’ve seen Unplanned or not, please come for this free showing and bring a friend.  
Information booths will be in the lobby with free information and to answer questions. 
 


 
 

ORGAN REPLACEMENT FUND:   
Music influences us in setting tone and mood.  The organ is an instrument with a broad range of 
musical capabilities, capabilities that we are losing in the current organ for it is long overdue for 
replacement.  We currently need $14,586 to reach our $70,000 goal.  Please consider donating.  
            
 

Don Panzenhagen      9/1 
Haleigh Stevens          9/1 
Katie Stevens              9/1 
Curtis Parker II            9/3 
Linda Kortum              9/5 
Nancy Johnson           9/6 
Don Gatchell              9/12 
Jenavieve Fooshee    9/15 
Linda Babiak               9/18 
Ella Parker                  9/19 

Dick Mahlum            9/20 
Joshua Hofman        9/21 
Ross Shaw                 9/23 
Lee Grieve                9/26 
Herb Steeb               9/28 
Jason Boole              9/29 
Luna Belle Havens   9/29 
James Crum              9/30 
Kathy Stevens           9/30 

Weldon & Barbara Brinkley    9/3 
Chris & Lisa Schwartz               9/5 
Bob & Bettie Farmer                9/11 
David & Pam Chandler            9/14 
Robert & Jane Wilhelm           9/14 
Al & Brenda Hemmer              9/18 
Frank & Kathy Shaw                9/22 
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A brief summary (and sample) of the Synodical Convention in Tampa. The 

intent is to covey what kind of business that was addressed at convention and to 

highlight some issues that were of interest.  

A good portion of the resolutions dealt with housekeeping details of the synod 

such as;  ecclesiastical supervision, synodical authority, voting rights, and 

representation. 

There were numerous other resolutions to give thanks to God the work of myriad 

of people, groups, and organizations. 

The key to understanding elections is to recognize; incumbency, and 

endorsements. There were two unofficial endorsement lists in circulation. The 

people behind the United List were successful in the electing their candidates.  

LCMS Pres., Rev. Matthew Harrison  There was an effort from the floor to limit the 

impact of the lists but, to no avail. 

 

In private conversations some delegates questioned the need for worship at Convention. Worship and the 

presentation of “papers” are a Christocentric calibration mechanism needed to redirect attention away from 

human failures with the convention system.  

Memorable Discussions 

1. The term “Pfarrgemeinde” was often sighted - One pastoral vote and one 

laity vote per parish. A number of resolutions where aimed at clarify 

church representation based on this term.  A parish is one pastor who 

serves one or more congregations. 

2. Commissioned ministers voting rights was pulled out of an Omnibus 

Resolution and sent back to committee. It returned as Resolution 9-17 

“Study Voting Privileges.” However the resolution significantly reframed 

OV9-22 intent into a clear bias for validating the status quo.  

3. Specific Ministry Program (SMP) received significant floor attention in        LCMS 1
st
 VP, Rev. Peter Lang 

discussion of resolutions 6-02 & 6-03A. The debate de-evolved into people taking sides on their 

education preferences. The SMP is an alternative route to ordination other than in recency at a 

seminary.  

4. 10-03A was the only resolution declined. It sought to give the Synodical President authority to overrule 

District President’s ecclesiastical supervision rulings.  

5. The resolution (7-05) to thank Selma was emotional. The Committee who brought forth the resolution 

where unaware of the pain of Selma’s closing or worse.     

 

Stances  

1. Condemns Racism (11-04)  

2. Condemns Late Term Abortion (3-02A) 

3. Condemns Physician-Assisted Suicide (11-06A) 

4. Disapproval of Lutheran World Federation (5-07) 

5. Support of International Lutheran Council (5-08) 

6. Affirm Six-Day Creation (5-09A) 

7. Affirm Traditional Marriage (1-06A; 11-02A) 
       8.   Advices against cremation while not offending those who have 

              chosen (5-10)  )  
 

  Southern District Pres., Rev. Eric Johnson 





 



 

Request for Further Guidance 

1. Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues (11-03A, 7-08)  

2. Immigration (legal, illegal, and war refuges) Issues (11-05A) 

3. Unity in Doctrine and Variety in Practice issues (5-11, 4-11A) 

 

Ministry Models that received special recognition 

1. Everyone His Witness (1-01A) 

2. 1.1.1 Funding Model [ $1 per member per week, “1.1.1”] for Missions 

(8-02) 

3. “Preach the Word” initiative (6-07) 

4. Global Seminary Initiative (2-09) 

5. Pastoral Formation Thank-Offering (8-01)                                                          Rev. Patrick Poock   

Congregational Rights                                                                                                   

1. Affirm Congregations right to send short-term mission teams (2-06) 

2. Affirm Congregation’s voluntary partnership with the Synod in long-term mission teams (2-07) 

Recruitment  

1. Church Workers (6-01) 

2. Residential Seminarians (6-02)  

3. Lutheran School Teachers (12-02A) 

Encouragements 

1. Planting of Churches (1-02) 

2. Consolidating of Churches (1-03) 

3. Continue Vigilance in Child Protection (1-07A) 

Altar and Pulpit Fellowships 

1. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (5-01) 

2. Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (5-02) 

3. Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark (5-04) 

4. Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa (CLC-SA) (5-03) 

5. Removal of the Sri Lanka Church (5-05) 

 

 

  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 



 

Special Article Series to the GSLC Newsletter  [ Part 1 of this series is in the August newsletter.] 
 

Guardian ad Litem… Part 2  
By Marion Russell 
 

The next step was to fill out my application, get 3 references and set up an appointment to meet 
with my CIRCUIT-CHILD ADVOCATE MANAGER (CAM) who is an employee of the State of Florida. 
While waiting for my appointment with Linda (my CAM) the Holy Spirit struck again in the form of 
my business partner and friend Donna Bennett. Donna had been searching for volunteer work for 
quite some time and when I asked her if she would join me as a Guardian ad Litem she hesitated 
and said she didn’t think that it would be something for her. Like me, Donna had hesitations about 
the commitment required and the emotional upheaval that was sure to come when dealing with 
the difficult situations the children we need to help are in. To my delight, Donna changed her 
mind a few days later and told me that she was in. She told me that she had inquired and offered 
help to several nonprofit organizations but that I was the only one who asked her for help, and so 
she agreed to come on board which was such a blessing!!! At our meeting with Linda (CAM) we 
found out that our job as Guardians ad Litem (GAL) was to advocate for the best interests of 
abused, neglected and abandoned children (more about what that entails will follow later). 
All information we receive is strictly confidential and we can’t share any information regarding the 
children and their families with anyone, not even with our spouses. 
However, since Donna and I signed up as a “team” we would get assigned to the same case(s) 
which allows us to talk about all that is going on with our children. Having a partner to be able to 
share all the joys and sorrows that were sure to come was a priceless gift God gave us. 
 
To be continued… 
 



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a 
casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  

 
September 3       True Beauty:  Is it really only skin deep?  
 

September 10    10 Minutes to Live:  Now What?  
September 17      Dreams and Nightmares:  
          The Stories Behind the Stories of Your Mind 
September 24     Stem Cells:   
   The Miracle Cure You May Be Missing Out On 
October 1         A Reason to Live: A Story of Hope From Rwanda 

 



 





 



 

                                                     
                                                                             

New Bible Study by Donna Pyle 
 
Led by Karrell Staton 
 
3rd Tuesday of each month starting  
 
September 17, 7:00 p.m. 
 
All ladies of the church are invited to join us. 

      
Karrell Staton, is the wife our new deacon Joe.   
One of her gifts is teaching. She had led Bible 
studies in other locations and, in the local 
community since coming back to our area. 
 

 
 

 
Have you notice the new large wooden mite box 
that FLM Wiese built for us.  It is placed up front 
on the first Sunday of the month to collect mites 
from those of you who would like to participate in 
mite ingathering, but are unable to attend our 
meetings?  The New Mite boxes will be available 
for all on LWML Sunday in October. 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                New Mite Box was introduced at Mobile Convention 
 
 
Save the date:   Emerald Coast Zone Rally to be held at Good Shepherd, Gulf Breeze, October 19.  
Did you know that Our Savior, Crestview has a new deaconess?  Her name is Heather Bien.  She will 
be leading our Bible study for this event.  The “Gifts from the Heart” project will be to collect gloves 
and socks for the Bay Breeze Nursing Home 
 
At the Mobile we adopted a new Mission Goal for the 39th Biennial 2019-2021 in the amount of 
$2,100,000 convention.  31 New Missions Grants selected. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cph.org/images/product/xxl/204240.jpg




 



 

LWML 2019-2021 Mission Grant 1--$80,000 

        Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya        

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kenya 

 

   
 

PHOTO 1 This teacher is teaching these children the importance of handwashing! 

PHOTO 2 This is what the water looks like, in a lot of cases, before it goes into the filter. Without the clean 

water system, the students would drink this water that was gathered from the local river. 

  

In 2008, a man from Nebraska traveling in East Africa saw the need for clean water and sought a 

way to help. Through contact with a social worker and educator in Nakuru, Kenya, he devised a 

system of installing water harvesting equipment (rain gutters and tanks), filters, hand washing 

stations and clean water storage to be installed in schools in Kenya. In 2016, members of The 

Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod from Nebraska took over the management of the project. They 

visit Kenya every year, traveling to schools assessing their water needs. Teams from the United 

States install rain gutters and tanks for storage. Hand washing stations and clean water “buckets’ 

are placed in every classroom. They teach personal hygiene, handwashing and the importance of 

drinking only clean water. WASH clubs, made up of students and staff, are formed to be 

responsible for the clean water program. The grant will help the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Kenya (ELCK) to extend their ministry of Word and Sacrament by expanding the clean water 

project for their schools and orphanages.      

Have you ever dreamed of going on a mission trip to far away places to help the needy?  Haven’t 

been able to make it.  You can help with this Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya, by 

helping us to collect the mites needed to complete this project.    

 Bea Daily, President LWML  





 



 

Youth at GSLC… 

 


