
 

 

 
 

 

It’s July and it’s time to celebrate! 
Independence Day is celebrated on the 4th of July which is the anniversary of the publication of 
the declaration of independence from Great Britain in 1776.  
How we love our celebrations. We celebrate what’s important to us like Christmas, Easter, 
Pentecost, birthdays, wedding anniversaries, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Valentine’s Day, and 
even Ground Hog Day. But there is one anniversary that we often forget: our baptismal 
birthday.  
Children love birthdays. They get excited for the presents, the cake and ice cream. Many 
families plan big celebrations. The reason we celebrate birthdays is because we are thankful to 
God for creating our children in the first place. 
But there is another celebration, even greater than their life birthday for us to remember. It is 
the anniversary of our baptism. In a sense, our baptismal birthday is more important than our 
actual birthdays.  
When we were baptized our Heavenly Father adopted us into His family and washed away all 
our sins and we were born again of the water and the Spirit and given the gift of eternal life. It 
doesn’t get any better that that!  
Why is it important to celebrate our baptismal birthday? 
Because it reinforces that our baptism is important and it is also an opportunity for us to give 
thanks to God. 
So what are some ways to celebrate our baptismal birthdays? 
Throw a party and invite friends and sponsors to join you. If your life birthday is important 
enough to have a party, your baptismal birthday should be even more so. It is a very BIG DEAL! 
In recent years we have been giving out baptismal candles; light them up! If you don’t have a 
baptismal candle, designate a special candle and use it year after year. Bring out any pictures 
from the day you were baptized and remember who was there. Most importantly don’t forget 
the reason for the day; together confess the Apostle’s Creed and read this verse from the 
Bible, Romans 6:3-4. “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.” 
What if you don’t know the day you were baptized? Then celebrate it on the first Sunday after 
your birthday.  What a great reason to throw a party!  
 
Happy Baptismal Blessings!  
Pastor Ray 
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“A chain is as strong as its weakest link.” - Thomas Reid 
 

We live in a fallen world. According to a recent news article, that quotes a 
study by UCLA, over 25% of boys and girls in California have rejected that 
they are either male or female. They identify as “gender non-conforming.” 
The California State Board of Education has apparently introduced a new 
“health” curriculum to help children find their identity among an infinite 
number of gender choices. Nationwide the trend is to omit gender on birth certificates. 
 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them.” - Genesis 1:27 
 

There are plenty of misconceptions on what it means to be made in the image of God. 
Sometimes the gifts God bestows on us are often used (wrongly)  to define God’s Image. 
Whereas the Bible describes God using words like; good, holy, right, righteous, sinless, true, 
truth, wisdom. 
 

God’s essence (the nature of God) is good so what He does is good. The Image of God is what 
separates us from the animals. Being made in the image of God means we are not gods 
ourselves, but a reflection of Him who made us. Not potentially made in His image as if one 
day through education, experience, practice, and ability we are able to meet the requirement, 
but wholly made in His image.  
 

However, through original sin we lost the image of God. Human nature is now a total lack of 
good (righteousness). This corruption “replaces the lost image of God in [us] with a deep, 
wicked, abominable, bottomless, inscrutable, and inexpressible corruption of [our] entire 
nature… in mind, heart, and will” (SD I 11). Our basic nature has the proclivity to sin for it is 
unable to fear, love, trust, or know God. This corruption seeks its own way, its own path. It 
hates God’s judgement and instead redefines for itself what is good and evil. Human nature 
lusts after any bobble or trinket that catches the eye.  
 

The effects of original sin explains our now gender fluid culture, along with a host of other 
worldly wrongs. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him” - John 3:16-17 
 

God does not love us because we are valuable; we are valuable because God loves us. Our 
separation from God is why we need a savior. Jesus who is 100% man subjugated Himself to 
the Law and is 100% God who is sinless to fulfill the Law. And because of Christ’s redemptive 
work, the image of God is being restored in believers as we conform to the image of Christ by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word of God.  
 

Grace & Peace, 

Cur✝is 





 



 

 
 

                                   Summer Sermon Series:   The Book of Genesis 
 
                July 7       -    Abraham 
       July 14     -    Sodom and Gomorrah 
       July 21     -    Isaac 
       July28      -    Jacob and Esau 
 




































WEDNESDAY  @ 10 AM  

Church Library 





 



 

           One Nation Under God

                          

                        Happy 4th of July! 
 

 

 
 

Reminders… 
July 11, 6:00 PM – Elders 

July 25, 6:00 PM – Church Council 
July 14, 9:30 AM – Life Team (Fellowship Hall) 

July 20 – 25 LCMS National Convention, Tampa, FL 
 

 
 

 

  
    

  High School Youth Group                                 Youth Jr. Group 

  Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM                                                                              1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM 
 
 




                                        Young Adult Group 
                                                               Meets Sundays 4::30 PM 
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                              HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                           HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


 







                   
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations 
about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at 
Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 

July 2  -   Blowing the Whistle on Abuse:   
                 One Courageous Teenage Girl Tells Her Story 
July 9   -   When He Becomes She:  A Transgender’s Journey 
July 16 -   Declutter Your Life:   
                  Practical Ways to Find Outer Order and Inner Calm. 
July 23 -  Where’s the Justice?   

                                                                    What to Do When Life Seems Unfair 
                                                      July 30 -   How Does Prayer Work?   
                                                                         Exploring the Mystery of Connecting With God 




Fran Chandler           7/1 
Patricia Rudolph       7/6 
Doris Day                   7/7 
Tim Finn                     7/9 
Al Hemmer                7/11 
Carol Panzenhagen  7/11 
Ann Lienemann        7/13 
Elisabeth Proctor     7/13 
Violeta Brunner       7/16 
 

Sherry Kruschke    7/18 
Marion Wright      7/21 
Jon Anderson        7/24 
Don Hudson          7/24 
Ray Angerman      7/27 
Velma Bill              7/29 
Mike Eckhoff        7/30 
Laura Hill               7/30 
Dicke Fallon          7/31 

Jim & Mary Keeler              7/11 
Neal & Sarah Riemer          7/15 
Rick & Connie Kinsey          7/20 
Don & Martha Haggerty    7/28 
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Quilters ARE 

STILL Needed 

Did you know GSLC sent dozens of 
quilts to the needy survivors of 
Hurricane Michael? And dozens 
more to LWML and the Orphan 
Train? 
 

The need continues but the workers 
are few.  Did you just say, “I don’t 
quilt?”  But… can you iron a sheet; 
cut squares of fabric; tie knots with 
pieces of yarn? 
 

We need you to volunteer Wednesday morning to do those things.  Come between 9:30 – 
10:00 and give us some precious time and help!  Feel free to bring a lunch if you choose to stay 
until noon, so you can get to know our “Quilting Bees” and our “Knotty Ladies.” 
 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  Officers and Boards  2019-2021  
 

OFFICERS 
President Garry Haase 
Vice President Ann Lienemann  
Recording Sec. Connie Haney  
Treasurer Marion Russell  
 

ELDERS 
Nate Lepper, Chair 
Lance Hofman  
Chris Schwartz 
Ron Artman  
Joe Staton 
Gary Graham 
 

EDUCATION 
Katie Tolbert, Chair 
Joela Parker 
Mary Ann Day  
Teresa Dailey 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
Diana Fallon, Chair 
Audrey Anderson 
Christel Austin 
Sandee Baughman 
Karen Criter 
Flo Hofman 
Marion Wright    
 

HUMAN CARE 
Jean Grieve, Chair 
Gary Graham 
Dianna Riggenbach 
Kathy Shaw 
Dottie Steele 
 

OUTREACH 
Vacant, Chair 
Stephanie Lawson 
Kathy Shaw 

Dianna Riggenbach 
 
PROPERTIES 
Darrell Bittle, Chair 
Bob Johnson 
Brian Carstens 
Vern Umholtz 
Herb Steeb 
Tim Evers  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Brannon Tolbert, Chair  
Jim Owen 
 

YOUTH 
Kelly Binkley, Chair 
Sherry Wiese 
Curtis Parker II 
Lisa Schwartz 
 

 

 





 



 

   The Day of Pentecost 

       
   
  
 
 
 
Confirmation 
          of  
Brittney Oman 

 
 
 
 
 





 



 

Youth Group Activities 

  
 

      
                                                
 





 



 

Cameras in the Prayer Garden… 
 

..Herons Out for a Walk.. 
    

  
 

     Me too… 

 
 

   Fox Caught on the Night Camera 

 


