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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100

Living In the Light of the Resurrection
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and
the life; he who believes in me will live
even if he dies…”
DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?
Your eternal life doesn’t start when you
die, if you are a believer your eternal life
has already begun. So are you living
your life in light of the fact that you are
going to Heaven?
C. S. Lewis, in his book Mere Christianity
wrote:
If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world…were
those who thought the most of the next. The Apostles themselves…left their mark on Earth,
precisely because their minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely
ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this one.
Aim at Heaven and you will get earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will get neither.”
Are you living your life in light of eternity?
You have been given a great gift: the gift of eternal life and that totally changes the way you
live your life in this world.
I illustrated this at the Easter Sunrise Celebration on the beach by way of what I call the
world’s longest object lesson.
What I have in my hand is the end of a 1,000 foot rope. The end is painted gold. For the sake
of the illustration, imagine that this rope goes on forever; to infinity and beyond! And imagine
that this rope represents the timeline of your existence; because you will exist forever.
I am holding up the end part. This part represents your time here on Earth. You have a few
short years on earth and you have all of eternity somewhere else.
And what blows me away is that some people think that this end part is all there is.
And even Christians who know that someday they will be in Heaven live their lives as if the
only thing that counts is this end part.
And I think to myself, “Are you kidding me?” What about the rest of all this?”
(con’t p.2)


Living your life in light of eternity changes how you live your life here in the few short years
you have here on earth.

The one who dies with the most toys doesn’t win.

When a Christian dies…we do not grieve as those who have no hope because we
know we will see them again.

We don’t live in fear of death because we know; to live is Christ and to die is gain.
The Apostle Paul understood well how faith in the world to come can affects our lives in the
present. It can be a source of deep strength when we face terrible challenges. He wrote these
words to the Christians in Corinth:
“…we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being
renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of
glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are
not seen are eternal…” 2 Cor. 4:16–18
Are you living your life in light of eternity? The resurrection of Jesus isn’t the end. It’s just the
beginning.
Blessings,
Pastor Ray

High School Youth Group

Youth Jr. Group

Meets Sundays 6:00–8:00 PM

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM



Reminders…
May 2, 6:00 PM – Elders
May 23, 6:00 PM – Church Council
May 26, 12:00 Noon – Board of Education

LWML: A reminder that the first Sunday of the month is mite box Sunday.
This is your opportunity to join with thousands of Lutheran Women across
the country to do mission work in the USA and in the world. Remember to
bring your offering April 7th. You can join us even if you do not have a box.





“There’s nothing more dangerous than a resourceful idiot” - Scott Adams
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is meeting in convention this
July for the 67th Triennial Convention since its founding. Where I’m sure the
church will make some weighty theological statements and church policies.
Our church governance system stems from our Missouri Congregational view
of the Office of the Keys. God gives the Keys to the congregation, and the
congregation entrusts the use of the Keys to its public ministers. The congregation possesses
the Keys and its Called Ministers use the Keys publicly on the congregation’s behalf. We are
not a top down organization with a centralized bureaucracy like other denominations,
governments, or corporation. The synod is an advisory body to the local congregation. It is
the local congregation who has authority because the congregation’s authority stems directly
from the Word of God.
The synod is divided into districts who hold their own conventions. At the Districts level, each
congregation within that District send two delegates. One is their pastor (user of the Keys) and
the other from its laity (an “owner” of the Keys). Synodical conventions are more republic in
nature compared to the democratic nature of the District Conventions. Delegates to the
synodical convention represent congregations of district circuits. Circuits are a grouping of
congregations geographical related within a District.
While most of the “business” of the synod done in convention, the election of the synodical
president is done by “popular vote” of all voting delegates to district conventions. The people
who are casting our vote for president are Pastor Ray (user of the Keys) and former
congregational president Randy Lawson (an “owner” of the Keys).
“With good men in authority, the people rejoice; but with the wicked in power, they groan.”
(Proverbs 29:2 TLB).
As the time for the LCMS convention draws closer the political rhetoric of the church is
amplified becuase the church struggles with what it means to walk together and what advice it
should offer. The issues that we face are really about how best to accomplish our mission with
our Christian freedoms in a culture hostile to the Gospel. We will not always agree on what we
should do or how we should do it.
The church is made up of redeemed sinners, not perfect people. God uses us in the places He
has put us to accomplish His purposes according to His good and gracious will.
Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is








HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Barbara Proctor
5/1
Pam Chandler
Don Snyder III
5/2
Ainsley Owen
Zachery Lawson
5/7
Bobbye Pearson
Brian Carstens
5/8
Charlene Bittle
Carol Burkhard 5/13
Charles Schneider
Penelope Riemer 5/15
Flo Hofman
Janette Bates
5/16
Jim Daily
Rick Keller
5/16
Bria Dailey
Kay Gasper
5/20
Bettie Farmer
Esenia Baughman 5/21
SherryWiese

5/21
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/28
5/30



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Lee & Jean Grieve
5/6
Jalil & Amber Russell 5/25
Jason & Sandy Boole 5/31





May 12

WEDNESDAY @ 10 AM
Church Library






Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and
faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
May 7 – Love Ya, Mom: Celebrating Mothers
May 14 – Low-Cost No-cost Adventures…and enrich your relationships along the
way
May 21 – An Immigrant in the Sanctuary: When faith and politics collide
May 28 – An Encounter with God: A prime minister’s supernatural experience




Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Officers and Boards 2019-2021
OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Recording Sec.
Treasurer

Dianna Riggenbach
Garry Haase
Ann Lienemann
Connie Haney
Marion Russell

ELDERS
Nate Lepper, Chair
Lance Hofman
Chris Schwartz
Ron Artman
Joe Staton
Gary Graham
EDUCATION
Katie Tolbert, Chair
Joela Parker
Mary Ann Day
Teresa Dailey

FELLOWSHIP
Diana Fallon, Chair
Audrey Anderson
Christel Austin
Sandee Baughman
Karen Criter
Flo Hofman
Marion Wright
HUMAN CARE
Jean Grieve, Chair
Gary Graham
Dianna Riggenbach
Kathy Shaw
Dottie Steele
OUTREACH
Vacant, Chair
Stephanie Lawson
Kathy Shaw

PROPERTIES
Darrell Bittle, Chair
Bob Johnson
Brian Carstens
Vern Umholtz
Herb Steeb
Tim Evers
STEWARDSHIP
Brannon Tolbert, Chair
Jim Owen
YOUTH
Kelly Binkley, Chair
Sherry Wiese
Curtis Parker II
Lisa Schwartz




A part or apart? The Host Committee for the LWML Convention to be
held in Mobile, Alabama, next month needs you to be a part! The
districts from Florida-Georgia, Gulf States, and Louisiana-Mississippi
are hosting, and you are a part of that group. If you haven’t already
decided to help, please consider the jobs on the Call for Workers form
found on your district’s website. Perhaps you could usher, be a
hostess (many different areas), transport guests from the airport, help with decorations, or assist with
child care.
You might help with altar guild, help set up the LWML store, serve at the information desk, help with
lost and found, or be a greeter. There are also many other ways to be a part of the convention host
team. Check out the Convention Center at www.lwml.org to get the current convention details; you
will want to be a part of the faith-enriching activities associated with the convention theme “In Praise
to the LORD!” Don’t be apart from your fellow LWMLers in Mobile from June 20-23; be a part of the
glorious, uplifting celebration!








Seder Dinner









Youth Group Activities

Wind Ensemble Practice




YOUTH EASTER ACTIVITIES
Palm Harvesting





Easter Egg Hunt













PALM SUNDAY









EASTER MARIONETTE PUPPET SHOW

Fourth Anniversary of Life Tree



