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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

“Keys for the Kingdom”

As many of you may already know, our church organ is in dire need of replacement. It has been in the
sanctuary since it 1988 and has outlived its normal life expectancy by 10 years. Thanks to the generosity of
some anonymous donors, we currently have just over $20,000 in our GSLC Organ Replacement Fund.
To help us raise additional funds, “Lois Henry and Friends” will be putting on a spectacular evening of classical
music at the Fort Walton Beach Civic Auditorium on Saturday, January 26, 2019, beginning at 7:00 PM.
Tickets for the event are $25 and will be available for purchase prior to the event and at the door. As an added
bonus, there will be a Silent Auction featuring George “Bud” Day Memorabilia, a George Rodrigue Blue Dog
Painting, as well as other items. All proceeds from the event will benefit the GSLC Organ Replacement Fund.
We want our congregation to be involved to the maximum extent possible. You may be asking yourself, “How
Can I Help?” with the event? Below is just a sample list of suggestions!
How Can You Help?
1. You can purchase a ticket and come to the concert.
2. You can bring a spouse/friend/family member to the concert. Why come alone?
3. You can help us sell tickets to the concert. Agree to sell a pack of 10-20 tickets.
4. You can help us spread the word about the concert by word of mouth, email, event flyer distribution,
social media; e.g., Facebook, Twitter
5. You can donate items to our Silent Auction. Contact Marianne Day at 832-585-2931 for more details.
6. You can volunteer to assist with event planning and/or day of event.
a. Setup / Cleanup
b. Greeters
c. Ticket Takers
d. Silent Auction Table Monitors
e. Wine Servers (must be above the age of 21)
f. Silent Auction Preparation
For more information about purchasing tickets or how to get involved with this exciting opportunity please
contact the GSLC Church Office at 850-651-1022 or Mary Ann Day at 832-585-2931.




“Why was I chosen?’ ‘Such questions cannot be answered,’ said Gandalf. ‘You may be
sure that it was not for any merit that others do not possess: not for power or wisdom, at
any rate. But you have been chosen, and you must therefore use such strength and heart
and wits as you have.’” - J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring
Sears, Roebuck and Company, for the moment, has a reprieve from liquidation. Sears
began as a mail ordering company in 1893 that grew to an enormous and diverse
company that dominated the retail business for a century. But Sears missed out on the e-commerce
phenomenon. Sears ended its general merchandise catalog the same year Amazon was founded (1993).
Today, I shop on amazon.com in essentially the same way that my dad and his father once shopped using the
Sears catalog.
The Temple in Jerusalem was the formal center of religious life, and it also came to be the center of political and
governmental power. The Sadducees were a group that had a vested interest in the Temple. The original Temple
was built as the visible presence of God and a representation of the relationship between God and His people. At
the heart of Temple life was a complex sacrificial system for the atonement of sin. Atoning of sins brought
people back into fellowship with God. Unfortunately, people often put more faith in rituals than in God.
The Temple at the time of Jesus must have been some building. The awesomeness of the structure is mentioned
both in Scripture and by the first century historian Flavius Josephus. The Temple was so awesome that the
Sadducees came to define themselves in relationship with the Temple instead of their relationship with God.
Had they remained faithful to their vocation to the religious life in the Temple, the Sadducees would have
embraced the living embodiment of the Temple in Christ Jesus (the very presence of God and visible
representation the relationship between God and His people). Perhaps they did recognize Him, but were
unable to change their political focus. They’ve long since lost sight of the messianic age to come and when
Christ did arrive they actively worked against Him.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” – 1 Peter 2:9
Our identity is not in political affiliation, political ideology, worship preference, nor career. Our identity is in
Christ. Keeping that identity is perhaps what we are asking in the sixth petition (“lead us not into temptation”)
of the Lord’s Prayer. The common explanation is that we pray that, “God guard and keep us so that the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great
shame and vice.”
Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM








HAPPY BIRTHDAY
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Jan Bailie
John Bailie
Sara Brown
Darrell Bittle
Bill Adams
Marion Russell
Bill Anderson

1/1
1/1
1/6
1/9
1/10
1/11
1/16

Dave Hudson
Daniel Lawrence
Tom Cox
Roger Riggenbach
Jacob Schwartz
Connie Haney
Christel Austin
Adam Heckmann

1/17
1/18
1/22
1/22
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29

Jim & Brenna Owen
Tim & Kim Finn
Vern & Barbara Umholtz

1/8
1/9
1/29



A New Season of Sunday School begins in January
Familiar Favorites
Contemporary Issues - Classroom 5. Join in on the discussion as we seek a Christian response to the many complex
cultural and social issues of our time. Christ is our anchor in these turbulent times. Facilitated by Bill Anderson.
Faith Lessons - Fellowship Hall. Experience the Bible in historical context. Discover the mission that can give
your life - and the lives of those around you. A study by renowned teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan.
Taught by Tom Cox.
Pericopes - Classroom 4. An in-depth examination at the weekly Scripture readings used in the worship service
uncovering the riches of the pericopes. Facilitated by Ross Binkley.

New Topics
LifeLight, A Guided Tour of Heaven and Hell – Library. Heaven and Hell are for real. Ever wonder what
Heaven is going to be like? In this class we will explore what the Bible has to say about Heaven and Hell. What
happens to us in the first minute after we die? How will a heavenly perspective impact our life on earth?
Taught by Pastor Ray.

Lutheran Worship - Youth Room. Lutherans worship is a continual conversation between God and the believer,
in which we focus on Jesus who is present for us through His Word and Sacrament. This course will focus on the
unique expression of Lutheran theology through the worship service. Lead by Family Life Minister Curtis.
Cross Explorations - Classroom 6. God promises to strengthen our life in Christ as we study His Word. This study
will assist both novice and expert Bible students in their study of Scripture. The sessions in this Adult study allows
you to study in depth the Bible stories the children are studying in Sunday school. Facilitated by Sherry Wiese.
Worship Hospitality - Classroom 3. A focus on serving the Lord in the worship service to the best of our
abilities. Unit elements will cover specialized training for lector’s, ushers, and greeters. Attend all sessions or
only the parts directly related to your service function. For more information contact Ron Artman.








“Y’all come … to Mobile!” On June 20-23 the Mobile (Alabama)
Convention Center will be abuzz with LWMLers at the 38th Biennial LWML
Convention. What an opportunity for growth in faith, fellowship, and
ministry! Our districts of Florida-Georgia, Gulf States, and LouisianaMississippi are the hosts, and there is still a great need for volunteers to
help with the many jobs that need to be done in putting on a convention.
Prayerfully consider how you can help: check out your district’s website for the Call for Workers form and be
sure to take advantage of the greatly discounted registration fee ($70) when it comes time to register. (There
will be a special registration form for workers.) From our convention Host Committee Chairman Bunnie Koelsch:
“Help us reach the goal of 500 workers. Talk to your friends and encourage them to serve with you. Meeting and
greeting our LWML friends at the 38th Biennial Convention in Mobile will be quite an honor! Y'all come!”





DIVINE DESTINATIONS / FLIGHT 3:16


susannalynn.com

WOMEN’S DAY

wendysue.com

February 16, 2019 - 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Join musical “flight attendants” Wendysue and
Susanna Lynn as we laugh, pray, and explore life
from the moment we leave the gate to the final
destination! Be inspired by songs and bold
conversations in unlikely places. Make connections
with fellow passengers, and discover more about
the everlasting Pilot.
Buckle up for a wild ride!



Tickets are $20 which includes lunch –
Make checks payable to:
Good Shepherd LWML
Please RSVP by February 1, 2019
Bea Daily @ 850-862-8130 or joyfulbea@cox.net




WEDNESDAYs @ 10 AM

Meets in the Library at 10:00 AM – Pastor Ray
invites you to join him for various topics in Bible study.
Beginning January 9th Pastor’s Bible Study will meet
on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM not on Tuesdays.








Our friends at Trinity Lutheran Church in Panama City are in need of
blankets! If you have gently used or new blankets that you can donate,
they will be greatly appreciated.
They also need women’s, children’s and infant’s socks, and wash cloths. They also
welcome hotel soaps and shampoos for the individual personal care kits provided
to the food bank clients.



UPDATE FROM TRINITY LUTHERAN, PANAMA CITY
The food bank has been open for 51 days. In that time, the food
bank has provided assistance for 6,055 families which encompass
25,542 individuals. During the week before Christmas, they had
171 new clients sign-up, and during the week of Christmas, they
inducted 122 new clients.
The food bank is now helping many unemployed and homeless
people. Some people were homeless prior to the storm, but now
the homeless include those storm victims whose homes have been
condemned and/or have lost their jobs, such as: 800 from Bay
Medical, 500 from the mall closure, 5 nursing homes have not
reopened. Anheuser-Busch is also not reopening, resulting in more job losses.
We are most grateful for GSLC’s continued support.
Kathy Roberts, Food Bank Coordinator
Trinity Lutheran Church, Panama City, FL
The following is a list of continuing needs at Trinity’s Food Bank:
*All items can now be shipped directly to Trinity from Amazon.com or Walmart.com
Canned Vegetables
Spam
Ravioli
Peanut Butter Crackers
Cereal
Infant Cereal
Instant Oatmeal
Fruit Cups
Spaghetti Sauce
Mac-N-Cheese
Gatorade
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Diapers – Newborn, Sizes 4, 5, 6
Baby Wipes

Socks: men, women’s, children and baby
Disposable Razors – men and women
Deodorant – men and women
Shampoo
Body Wash
33 gallon size garbage bags
Bleach
Disinfectant Wipes
*Trinity Lutheran Church
1001 W 11th Street
Panama City, FL 32401





Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and
faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays
at 7:00 PM.
January 8th — “Second Chances: From Down and Out to Up and at ’Em,” features
the filmed story of author and entrepreneur Weldon Long.
January 15th —“Does God Play Favorites? Why Would a Caring God Bless Some and
Not Others?” features the filmed stories of people affected by a devastating fire.
January 22nd —“Kids Without a Country: An Illegal Immigrant’s Story,” features
the filmed story of Reyna Grande, who crossed the border with her family illegally when she was 9 years old.
January 29th — “Hard to Be Healthy: TV’s ‘Biggest Loser’ Weighs In,” includes a filmed interview with Jaron
Tate, a contestant on NBC TV’s The Biggest Loser. Tate shares his secrets for losing over 150 pounds and
keeping the weight off.

Now Showing – January 2019



DECEMBER ACTIVITES


