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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

Advent Services

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
December 5th, 12th, and 19th
Dinner is served at 5:30 before each service.
The Fellowship Board is providing desserts,
they will be served after dinner.


The Fellowship Board is hosting a Christmas Breakfast on December 23rd at 9:30 AM
Everyone is invited and encouraged to fellowship and celebrate the birth of our Savior. 



CHRISTMAS EVE
Monday, December 24th at 6:00 PM *
*Please note we are having ONE evening service

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
Tuesday, December 25th at 10:00 AM
With Holy Communion



“Well, bust my buttons! Why didn’t you say that in the first place? That’s a horse of a
different color! Come on in!” - Guardian at the Emerald City Gate, “The Wizard of Oz”
The early reformers were called protesters or Protestants because they were protesting
how we are justified within Catholicism. That is, how we sinners are declared righteous. The
original reformers, Lutherans, held fast to the Scriptural teaching of justification by grace,
for Christ’s sake, through faith.
In the years since, the term “protestant” has come to mean those Christians that are separate from the Roman
Catholic Church, not just the Lutherans. “Protestant” is used in much the same way that calling someone a
Gentile defines them as Non-Jewish.
In the taxonomy of Christianity, the first major division within Protestantism is between Lutherans and the
Reform churches. The basic difference is in our theological orientation with a divergent view concerning Law &
Gospel. The Reform Christian focuses on obedience to God (The Law). The object of faith is the belief in Jesus
and then the assurances of salvation is sought in the Law. The Lutheran focus on the other hand is on what God
has done for us (The Gospel). Our assurance is based upon the objective promises found in the Gospel.
“The name of this congregation, a corporate body, shall be Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of the Fort Walton
Beach Area, Florida, Inc.” - Article 1, Constitution and By Laws
Who is an evangelic differs according to who is applying the label. Evangelical is Greek for “Gospel,” and the
term originally meant loyal to the Gospel. Using this narrow understanding, the early reformers were
evangelical. Martin Luther himself wanted the church of the reformation to be known as “Evangelical” instead
of “Lutheran.” Today many LCMS churches have “Evangelical” included in their corporate name, presumably
as a declaration of their focus on the Gospel.
By the 17th century, evangelical came to describe latitudinarians. Latitudinarians were considered orthodox in
theology but not in practice. They emphasized “Gospel preaching” rather than adherence to traditional
worship practices while at the same time maintaining the wisdom of church governance. They gave latitude to
other forms of worship practices as long as the Gospel was preached. Our congregation, Good Shepherd, is
evangelical in nature in that we have both a traditional Lutheran worship service and contemporary Lutheran
worship service.
Today in the public square, when the talking heads on the television channels and on radio use the term
“Evangelic,” they are using it in a much broader sense than how it has historically been used. They use
“Evangelic” as a term to describe a group of Non-Catholic Christians. For better or for worse, “Evangelic” is a
label used to describe all of Protestantism in the media.
Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM







HAPPY BIRTHDAY
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Neil Orness
Trudy Gronning
Bea Daily
Peter Day
Judy Koepsell
Cheryl Neumann
Brittni Gilman
Dave Lienemann
David Chandler
Yuri Day
Allen Parker
Randy Lawson

12/1
12/3
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/8
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/12

Maecy Hoppel
Jacob Pytlik
Larry Hill
Bobbie Ehlert
Charlie Schwartz
Brian Dailey Jr.
Caleb Poock
Jane Wilhelm
Kelly Binkley
Sandy Boole
Emmett Gilman
Isaiah McElroy

12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/29
12/29
12/31

Jim & Bea Daily
Jim & Sandee Baughman Sr.
Bob & Nancy Johnson
George & Mary Ann Day

12/3
12/18
12/27
12/29


There is sign-up sheet in the Narthex near the flower chart for people to sign up for
poinsettias to beautify our altar and sanctuary for Christmas! They will be $7 each. You can
pay for your poinsettias by placing an envelope in the offering plate by Sunday, December
16th. All poinsettias can be picked up after the last Christmas service. If you have any
questions, please call or email Jean Grieve (jean.grieve@yahoo.com, 850-240-4300).


The Altar Guild needs 4-6 volunteers to help decorate our Christmas Trees! It will be Saturday
morning after the trees are up – on the 8th of December at 9:30 AM. If you are interested in
helping out, please call or email Jean Grieve (jean.grieve@yahoo.com, 850-240-4300). We
appreciate the support!



As is our tradition, the Human Care Board will have an Angel Tree set up in the Narthex
for the Christmas holidays to help those children who might not otherwise have a
Christmas. There will be a signup sheet next to the tree. Just take an angel, and write
your name and phone number next to the corresponding angel number on the signup
sheet so we can keep track of them. Please place your wrapped gifts under the tree by
Sunday, December 16th so we can distribute them in time for Christmas. If you do not like
to shop, feel free to contact Jean Grieve at 850-240-4300 or jean.grieve@yahoo.com, and
we will do the shopping for you! As always, we appreciate your generosity during this
time of year and love to see the smiles on the faces of the young children.



Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
December 5th, 12th, & 19th

Dinner is served at 5:30
before each service
Dessert served after meals





Christmas cards are available for purchase from the Card Cart.
The Christmas card prices are marked on the back of the box.
Thank you, Dottie Steele



Blessings to you and your congregation: We want to thank you
for your generous donations to the Hurricane Michael relief
effort at Trinity. Since we began this outreach we have touched
2,300 families/over 10,000 individuals. The physical rebuilding of
our community, as well as the emotional recovery of our
families and friends will continue for months, if not years. Your
ongoing prayers and support are greatly appreciated.
~ Trinity Lutheran Church, Panama City, FL




Sunday, December 9th
9:00 AM – 12:15 PM
Support the Youth Group by purchasing cookies at the Cookie Walk! OR
if you would like to donate goodies they can be dropped off at the church
the week prior or on Sunday morning before 9:00 AM. Money raised will
help the youth with their activities.



The Youth Group is sponsoring Advent Meals before each Advent
Service from 5:30 – 6:30 PM. Please join us for food, fellowship, and
dessert as we prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ! There
are sign-up sheets in the Narthex if you would like to help provide
items for the meals. We are asking that food donations be dropped off
in the kitchen NO LATER THAN THE MONDAY before the meal. Most
meals are prepared on Tuesday, due to schedules, etc. Thank you!!!




Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Library for a Bible study
on various topics. The current topic is Facing Disaster Like a Man.







Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and
faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays
at 7:00 PM.
December 4th — “Sign Here: What Handwriting Reveals About You—and
Others,” features a filmed interview with master graphologist Kathi McKnight.
December 11th —“My Son Is Gay” A couple’s journey with their son’s announced
homosexuality.
December 18th — “Come Together: The Healing Power of Friends and Family,”
features a German film about the heartwarming—albeit unorthodox—efforts of a grandfather to bring his
family together during the holidays.
December 25th — Christmas Day – Lifetree Café will be closed
January 1st — ““Living a Lie: The Perils of a Double Life,” features the filmed story of Carol Grever, a woman who
discovered after 30 years that her husband had been living a double life.
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES



