The Good Shepherd
~ Newsletter

vLessons-fromthé —arm .

Jesus lived in an agricultural society where most people would Inze@ on a farm, worked with crops, or
owned livestock. His audiences would have included shepherds, vine growers, farmers, and orchard workers

Jesus often used stories to teach spiritual lessons. It is an effective way to teach because people retogether s

His family probably raised chickens and had a vegetable garden, which would have taught Him how a moth
hen would care for her chicks. He knew about weeds growing up among the crop. He told parables abo
seeds falling on good soil while othdrdl on rocky soil. It was natural for Jesus to use concrete examples
from His daily life and in the lives others in His teachings.

This summer | will be sharirige STORIES AND LESSONS FROM THE FARM | grew up on in Texas, and w
taught me through them.

June
4 Stuck in the Mud
11 Tugof-War by the Light of a Full Moon
18 The Blind Wizard of Oz
25 Catch a Big Snake

~Pastor Ray
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When the Seattle Seahawks lost SuBervl XLIX due to a goal line interception peoj
blamed the offensive coordinator for makinget decision to pass instead of tan.

Many fans wanted the coordinator to lose his job because of the defeat. It is in
sinful nature to assign blame when tigis go wrong. That was true for Adam and E——"==
back inthe Garden oEden as it is for us todayQ@talso true in churches.
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Downer discussion.

. Numerical decline for four or more year$Vorship attendance is always a better gauge of church size than

our membership numbers. In 2011 we reportad average worship attendance of 240 whereas last year
we reported 197 average.

The church should reflect its communityA 2012 LCMS Floridzeorgia District demographic study of our
area showed our congregation did generally reflect our communityeM/lenrollment in the public schools
was down so are we with children and youth. While the study is now dated its data remains valid.

Membership mostly comprised of senior adulthe average age of our community is 41(according to that

2012 study) ad the average age of our membership roster is 48.
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Focus is on the pasiThere a few who persistin telingsiéra I 6 2 dzi GG KS 3JI22R 2f R

from our past. Fortunately that is the exception, and not the rule.

Members are intenselypreferencedriven. Anecdotal evidence suggests that people attend worship based
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rather attend.

Severely inwardly focused budgetVe generously su@2 NI 2 G KSNJ LIS2 L)X SQa YAas
However, the point is for us to examine how we ourselves are involved in sharing the gospel to outsidet
rather than how much of that we outsource.
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Outreach is about building relationships. People want successful relationships. They want tpalie ch
success. It is the pull of a spotsam after a championship win. Outreach workshops like this one give us
permission to make relationships with people who are not like us. We have a relationship in Christ Jesus a
through Him with each other. We have what they may not know they want.

Grace & Peace
Cur is
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High Schoo¥outh Group

Meets Sunday evenings 6 ®00 PM Elementary YoutlGroup
1%& 39 Sundays12 ¢ 1:30 PM

LL2Z27222222222222222222222222222222222227277.

VBSstarting June &

We are doing VBS differdptagainthis year. Instead of a one week camp we are
holding VBSvery Sunday in summer during Sunday Schodit Mighty Fortress
VBS, your children will learn that in Jesus, the victory is won! Kids confidently
celebrate that Jesus, their champion, has won thetory over sin, death, and
Satan; that He acts through His Word and keeps His promises. Because the victor
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death and resurrection.
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Fellowship Hall immediately following the late service &ume 25, 20170 s
discuss the Financial Review Report and Board Reports. Please join us fi ¢ o

very important meeting. VE éT SEER]\?iB LY
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We need YOU to make our new Pictorial Directory complete! To
celebrate our church family and strengthen the bond within our
congregation, we welcome you to be a part of our upcoming new
directory. The last time we updated our Directory was April 201t is

time to update, families have grown, new members have joined, some
families have moved and some have passed. Please see Dianng

P]CtOra] ember Riggenbach in the Narthex to sign up for your date and time (Jlirge 1

Directory 13 and 25; 27), or call her at the church office at 68022
2727227222272 22272222722Z2Z27227272272272222722222227272722Z7

E“Env 2 Beginning Sunday, Jun¥ during the Sunday School hour,

all adults are invited to join Pastor Ray in the Fellowship
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The Lutheran Churecha A & & 2 dzZNXLCNIS) Wih&Q&
Outreach Ministry develops, produces, and provides
resourcesto support two different yet closely related
ministry areas. Witness is the work we de the Church
Scattered, throughnd|V|duaId|SC|pIes of Jesus Christ taking the Gospéhe people whom God has placed in
their everyday lives. Outreach is the work we ddlas Church gathered. It is the collective effort

of a congregation to invite, welcome aneceive new people it the congregation.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Louise Gilman 6/2 Rick Kinsey 6/24  Mark & Dianna Riggenbach 6/1
Dianna Riggenbach 6/2 Naoko Buchholz 6/26  Natalie & Joshua Gray 6/2
Sandra Connor 6/3 Ruth Crain 6/29  Betty & Edward Tucholski  6/4
Dolores Hudson 6/3 Julie Jenzen 6/30  Darrell & Charlene Bittle 6/6
PatCrum 6/4 Mark & Cari Lee 6/7
Dean Namniek 6/8 Jim & Debra Lazar 6/8
Stephen Lynn 6/12 Dick & Hulda Mahlum 6/8
Cyrus Pytlik 6/13 = Ray & Debbie Angerman  6/12
Katie Boole 6/14 Dean & Sara Brown 6/14
Bob Johnson 6/15 Jacob & Jessica Pytlik 6/16
Melodi Gabbard 6/16 Darryl & Minda Haag 6/21
Brenda Hemmer 6/17 Don & Sandy Hagel 6/21
Jim Baughman 6/18 Rosst Kelly Binkley 6/22
Diana Fallon 6/20 Bill & Audrey Anderson 6/23
Amber Russell 6/20 David & Debbie Mason 6/25
Rudy Curtis 6/22 v Marty & Janette Bates 6/29
Joela Parker 6/22 Rich & [@bbie Kerstein 6/30
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Pastor's Tue
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Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00iAke Library
= for a study on the Book of Acts. Bring your Bible.
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Dear Pastor Ray,

T.utherans ©On behalf of Lutherans For Life and those we serve, many thanks for permitting us
For Life to hold our congregational phoning campaign last week at Good Shepherd. We
also appreciated the personal hospitality that was provided by your and your staf
The event was also very successful with 121 pastors saying they will pass along our request for an offeri
special donation or budgeted gift to their leadership. This was 97% of those we reached! We know this wi
bear fruit in helping us to affirmfé& in upcoming weeks and months. To God be the glory!

May we extend our best wishes to your, your colleagues and your flock as you witness for Him in th
panhandle and beyond. Thanks again!

Cordially and in Christ,

John Hawkins
Director of Stewardship
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Please remember the church this summer as you leave for vacation. We

have been blessed this year and our offerings have been keeping up with
our budget!

STEWARD7$ HIP
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“Doing life. Doing good.”

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffégbeuse
setting here at Good Shepherd dmesdays a7:00 PM.

June @ T KS / KdzZNOK | yR DI & & Yeatireg & filrhed @téréieMdWiih Dankyt CoreY, la =
pastor whose changing views regarding saseg attraction led to his being removed from his denomination.
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an awardwinning short film.

June 28 1 a2 KI 1 Qa | 2dzNJ t St featdes § imed @terdied fwith Alexh dayés, a professional
animal communicator.

Now Showing; June2017

Understanding
the hidden world~< C— ¥,

of hoarding —_—— :
: —h‘ e

-
Secrets from
an animal
communicator
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_||| At the May meeting of the LWML 12 health care kits were assembled for the women at
= Shelter House (A home for women who has been abused domestically and sexually). Iterr
such as shampoopothbrush, toothpaste, soap, comb and washcloth were wrapped in a
||| \\\/\\\/ |||\|/|| III towel, tied with an pretty organza ribbon and put into a tote bag with a scripture on it. An
LWML Mustard Seed tract was also included, along with a brochure of our church. Alsc
assembled wre 8 kits for the homeless, that we hand out to people in need that we see on
the street. The funding for this project was made possible by Thrivent Action Team.

From the same funding, we made 17 more health care kits at the LWML Em
Coast Zone rally held at Redeemer Lutheran, Pensacola in April. These,
with 21 more made by other societies in afone, will be taken to théNational
LWMLGConvention in Albguerque in June. From the convention, these will
delivered to the LCMS Ysleta Mission in El Paso, TX that will help immigr
this area.

The LWML will not meet in the months of June, July, and AugUét. B
The next meeting will be September 21.
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Mexico will be an event to remember. LWML will be observing its 75th anniversary during the convention witt
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the Lutheran Churah Missouri Synod also observes the 500th anniversary of the Reformatio®lin, Jan
Struck will provide humorous interruptions as Katie Luther. Fetougate convention information, visit the
website atwww.lwml.org/201#convention Attending from Good Shepherd will be Flo alodhua Hofman,

and Bea Daily. This will be a milestone for Bea, as she attended tharversary in Washington, DC, in
1967 as a delegate from Hawaii. She also attended tieAtiversary in Cleveland, Ohio in 1991, when she
served as President tfie Gulf States District.
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http://www.lwml.org/2017-convention
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May Activities

Saying Farewell to Friends

Sprucing
up the
Church

Confirmation Sunday
Participants of the Good News Jail & Prison MiniBayquet



