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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

A Sizzling Summer Sermon Series:

Things That Go Bump in the Night!
When you were a child maybe you clutched at your
covers at night, firmly believing that there was
SOMETHING just waiting to get you hidden under your
bed or in the closet. You thought that you would out
grow your fears, but now as an adult there are monsters
still in lurking in the shadows.

Things That
Go Bump in
the Night

How can we deal with the things that hold us in their grip?
The phrase “fear not” is scattered throughout the Bible. Apparently, we humans have the propensity toward
being afraid.
Unlike figuring things out on our own or looking to self-help remedies, this sermon series will help you learn to
live in faith and trust in God with whatever comes your way rather than live in fear, worry, and stress.
Join us this summer as we deal with real life issues that keep people awake at night (i.e. worry, stress,
hopelessness, crisis of faith, fear of failure, uncertainty of the future, death, etc.) and rediscover the hope and
peace we find in God’s Word.
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” – Isaiah 41:10
What keeps you awake at night?
Living in His Peace!
Pastor Ray


Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the
Library for Bible study called “The Gospels – The
Extraordinary Life of Jesus of Nazareth” – Drive
Thru History with Dave Stotts. Bring your Bible. 





“Let it go, let it go. Can't hold it back anymore” - Elsa, Frozen
In April, our Lifetree Café branch celebrated its third year of serving up conversations to
the community on Tuesday nights. At Lifetree, your thoughts are welcome and your
doubts are welcome. This inclusiveness can and does bring diverging viewpoints.
A recent topic was on forgiveness. The guided conversation pivoted around a story of a
young girl who was shot while riding in a car and her journey of forgiveness. Her shooter
was never brought to justice. The incident changed the course of her life and her journey was how she came
to forgive the person who pulled the trigger. The episode was a poignant reminder of what we are asking in
the fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
But that’s not how everyone saw the episode.
A transactional forgiveness position claims there is no forgiveness without a confession. In order to receive
forgiveness, you have to first ask for it. In our own Sunday morning Confession of Sins, the congregation
recites the words of 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Eureka! a cause and effect relationship between confession and
forgiveness. Then again, people who hold this understanding judge that suicide is unforgivable for there is no
opportunity to confess.
Luther struggled with this concept and in turn wore out his confessor. No sooner had he received absolution,
he would shortly return to confession with more sins that he just remembered. Luther was terrified of God’s
judgement. At the time he thought that forgiveness depended on him remembering and confessing.
This position blurs the distinction of Law and Gospel. There is no salvation, nor forgiveness, in the Law. The
Law is there to drive us to the Gospel - To Christ. Only in the Gospel is there forgiveness and salvation. For, if
any part (no matter how small) of forgiveness depends on me, it would be called a work. Work belongs to the
Law. Gifts belong to the Gospel. Our forgiveness is in Christ’s work alone. Forgiveness is a gift.
Because of faith in Christ we live in a state of grace. It is a grace that calls us to follow Christ. In following
Christ, we return to the Law as our guide for our response. The Law both shows us our need for the Gospel
and our response to it. However, it does not offer forgiveness.
Forgiving others shows to ourselves that we truly believe God has forgiven us; even when others don’t
deserve our forgiveness. No matter how hard we try, we don’t deserve God’s forgiveness either. Receiving and
extending forgiveness brings us God’s peace.
Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM






HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jim Lazar
Barbara Proctor
Zachery Lawson
Brian Carstens
Carol Burkhard
Penelope Riemer
Richard Woodard
Kay Gasper
Pam Chandler
Ainsley Owen
Bobbye Pearson

5/1
5/1
5/7
5/8
5/13
5/15
5/15
5/20
5/21
5/21
5/22

Charlene Bittle
Neva Larson
Charles Schneider
Flo Hofman
Jim Daily
Bria Dailey
Bettie Farmer
Sherry Wiese

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
5/23
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/28
5/30

Lee & Jean Grieve
Bre & James Anderson Ring
Jalil & Amber Russell
Jason & Sandy Boole

5/6
5/8
5/25
5/31










But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8
The Outreach Board would like to thank all the volunteers, parents,
and children that made the 2018 Community Easter Egg Hunt a huge success. A shout out to Sherry Wiese for filling 390
eggs for this year's hunt. Hopefully, you made new friends at this year's event.
The Outreach Board is currently searching for a new Church Historian and photographer. Bea Daily has for decades been
our church historian, doing a superb job that included giving us many photos and memories of what our church has
done. One of the best treasures, we have as a church, is the Celebrating 50 Years of Service (1956-2006) to the Lord
book Bea put together for us. If you are interested in being part of the future memories and events being recorded
here at Good Shepherd, Shalimar, please contact any member of the Outreach Board, an Elder, the Family Life Minister,
Pastor Ray, or the Church Office.
The Outreach Board is working with the Board of Education to re-model and update the Nursery. Please submit your
ideas to members of either board.
Upcoming Events:
National Day of Prayer: May 3, 2018 Theme - UNITY
The Billy Bowlegs Pirate Festival Parade: Monday, June 4th Fort Walton Beach, Florida.
Volunteers are needed to assist in decorating the GSLC Float. If interested, contact any member of the Outreach Board,
FLM Curtis, Pastor Ray, or the church office.
National Lutheran Youth Workers Conference: July 8 - 11 Minneapolis, Minnesota. The cost is $375. Registration forms
are online at the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod website.
Outreach Board Meeting: Thursday, May 24th 6:00 PM


The Good Shepherd Life Team is hosting a Diaper Drive to benefit the FWB Center for
Women, which is a Christian based non-profit pregnancy help center. Their services
include pregnancy tests, limited ultrasound, prenatal/parenting classes, adoption
resources, community referrals, maternity, and baby supplies.
Beginning on Mother’s Day, May 13th and the two following Sundays (20th and 27th)
we ask that you drop off packages of diapers (especially sizes 4, 5, and Pull-Ups) in the
Narthex. We are excited to support this local ministry and appreciate your donations.
Thank you and God Bless, Julie Cox, Chairman of Good Shepherd Life Team




Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and
faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
May 8th— “Where Is God When Life Turns Tough?” features a filmed interview
with John Stumbo, a former pastor and marathon runner who suffered a
sudden, life-threatening illness that attacked his entire muscular system.
May 15th — “In the News” – This episode will be a recent topic that has been
in the news. At the time of the printing of this Newsletter, the information
is not available. As soon as it is available we will put it on our website –
www.shalimar.church
May 22nd — “God and Gays: An Hour of Civil Conversation,” features the filmed stories of Jeff Chu, author of
Does Jesus Really Love Me? A Gay Christian’s Pilgrimage in Search of God in America, and Christopher Yuan,
author of Out of a Far Country.
May 29th — “Exploring Teen Suicide: A Necessary Conversation,” features a filmed interview with Shay Black, a
woman whose son unexpectedly took his own life.
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Our main event for the month of April was the Yard / Rummage Sale.
Thanks to all who donated to the cause and those who helped set-up,
sort, price, work the days of the sale, and clean-up afterwards. You may
be wondering where the leftover items went. About 50 items of
clothing (both men and women) were taken to Job’s Plus. They have a
very nice closest there for people who are going for a job interview to
be able to pick an outfit to wear. We have had an agreement for
several years with the Agape Thrift Store, they pick up the unsold items
for their store at the end of day on Saturday. So again, we are helping
others with their needs. The total amount taken in for the sale was
$2,780. We will be prayerfully deciding where the funds will go at our
September meeting. May 15th will be our last meeting before the
summer break, as we conclude our study on Peter, From Fisherman to
Fisher of Men.










APRIL ACTIVITIES

Children’s Message

Easter
Breakfast

Lifetree
Café
3rd Year
Anniversary

Choir

Easter
Puppets
and
Brass Band

Making “Followers
of Jesus”

