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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

What Easter Means to Me
Has it sunk in yet? The message of Easter; He is Risen! He is alive!
When I ponder what Easter means to me, the first word that comes to my mind is FREEDOM! In John 8:31-32,
“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” Four verses later Jesus would say, “So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.”
The opposite of being free is to be a captive; to be in bondage; to be a slave. We were trapped in our sin and
sin makes us all slaves. We could not free ourselves. None of our striving and works could achieve our
freedom. It is the truth that sets us free.
And what is this truth that sets us free? John wrote about it, "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling
among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth." Jesus is the truth that sets us free. That is why He came into our world.
But freedom has a price. On the night before His death, Jesus was bound, slapped, spit upon, blindfolded, and
struck and beaten by the guards. The next morning He was crowned with thorns, stripped naked and
scourged, just short of death. On Good Friday, He was struck and spit upon again and three nails were
hammered into His flesh as He was stretched out on a cross. His disciples ran away. His possessions were
gambled away. Even His Father turned away. And He died after He spoke these three words, "It is finished."
But with these words our bondage was broken. The sacrifice was complete. Death was defeated. Our salvation
was secured. Our freedom was proclaimed with these words: HE IS RISEN!
It is my sincere prayer that you would experience the freedom that Jesus, the Sovereign, Risen, Living Lord of the
Universe, has won for you. This Easter know the truth that Jesus died and rose for you and you have been set free!
This is most certainly true!
Pastor Ray


EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Beach Sunrise Service 6:00 AM – Beasley Park, Okaloosa Island
Good Shepherd 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Puppet Show 9:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall
Pancake Breakfast 7:00 – 10:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall




“What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun” - Ecclesiastes 1:9
According to small-group theologians the proliferation of the contemporary small-group
movement began in the anti-establishmentarianism culture of the late 1950s and early
1960s. These same theologians postulate that the early pioneers desired a transformation
away from the church insider paradigm of a knowledge-based faith life to a life
commitment to Christ and each other, with emphasis on a personal calling and surrender;
making the contemporary small-group movement a repackaged version of Pietism.
Pietism has its beginnings 17th century Germany among Lutherans. Its greatest contribution for us is as the
vehicle through which Reformed theology was introduced on a wide scale (Leppien & Smith, What’s Going on
Among the Lutherans?). Well-intentioned Lutheran theologians who promoted the movement meant it as a
means to connect faith with daily life. But, as movements so often do, this one took on a life of its own. The
problem is that Pietism ultimately shifts the focus from what Christ has done for you to what Christ does in you.
This new focal point moves the certainty of faith from the objective promises of God to the subjective realm of
experience and emotion; a realm known to erode at our certainty by replacing the Gospel with legalism.
It’s tough to say what the modern small-group movement means for us today. The small-group model is vital
for churches as a means to connect their people with each other. In that context, we are already doing smallgroup ministry because everything we do is in small-groups. Praise Band, Choir, Bells, Youth Groups, Puppets,
Sunday School, weekday Bible Studies, Lifetree, LWML, Quilting, and even our governances are all done within
small-groups. It’s harder for us to identify the large-group ministries than is our small-groups.
There are voices among us who desire to embrace a small-group model that is somehow different than the
one we are using. If this different brand of small-group ministry is really Pietism in disguise, then we must be
on our guard or risk drifting into Reform theology and doctrinal indifference.
Justification by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith is the teaching on which the church ultimately stands or
falls. Historically, Pietism leads us lead away from that teaching.
Grace & Peace,
Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM




Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Library for
Bible study called “The Gospels – The Extraordinary Life of
Jesus of Nazareth” – Drive Thru History with Dave Stotts.
Bring your Bible.






Greetings and God’s blessings from your Board of Elders: For those new to our
congregation, as well as all current members, we would like to take a moment to
introduce our Elders, and share some recent changes in our structure. The Board
consists of Ron Artman, Jim Crum, Lance Hofman, Richard Kerstein, Chris
Schwartz, and Nathan Lepper, Head Elder. Among our many duties and
responsibilities, we support our called Ministers in ensuring Christ-centered,
doctrinally-sound worship, and fostering the spiritual health of the congregation.
In doing so, each Elder has traditionally been assigned a list of households for
which to be responsible. Elders may be contacted for any number of purposes, including prayer requests,
assistance with special needs, sharing concerns and issues, or just for a shoulder to lean on. Our approach of
assigning Elders to specific households has served us well.
However, in recent years, due to the limited number of Elders, we have had difficulty equitably covering our
many families across our relatively large area. Consequently, a number of households have gone without a
designated Elder. Until we are able to grow the Board, the Elders, in coordination with the Pastor, have
elected to adopt a revised structure to better serve our Church. As in many churches in the LCMS, the Elders
serve in a more “general” capacity, rather than each being attached to specific households. Congregational
members can contact any Elder of choice or the entire Board if they wish. Of course, this does not preclude a
member from still seeking the support of the Elder they have long been assigned and grown comfortable with.
We believe this new approach will provide a greater degree of flexibility and effective interactions of the
Elders with our congregation. If you have any questions, please contact Nathan Lepper, 376-2287, or email
nathanlepper@yahoo.com.



Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide
Education Building/Room #5 until Monday, April 16th
Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY












Curtis Wiese
Ethan Haase
Nate Lepper
Herb Hardwick
Lisa Schwartz
Nicole Beck
Tom Foster
Lou Hanson
Kelly Keller
Kathy Shaw
Buck Smith
Allen Binkley
Stephanie Lawson

4/1
4/4
4/6
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/10
4/12
4/12

Clara Riemer
Keith Amiel
Austin Angerman
Mark Riggenbach
Roger Gilman
Cindy Riggenbach
Carol Franklin
Joan Fienhold
Debra Lazar
Hulda Mahlum
Katie Tolbert
Abby Riggenbach
Linsey Hayes

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
4/15
4/17
4/17
4/17
4/19
4/19
4/23
4/26
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/30

Robert & Vivian Moser
Charles & Marion Wright
Don & Dolores Hudson
Brannon & Katie Tolbert

4/3
4/4
4/7
4/30




Spring Yard/Rummage Sale will be held on Friday, April 13th and
Saturday, April 14th. You may start bringing in your treasures after
Sunday School on Sunday, April 8th. Help will be needed after Late
Service to set up the tables, racks and stands, and during the week,
putting items out and pricing. If you have any questions, please call the
church office.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8
Greetings Beach Goers & Doers:
It's the Easter season and Christ has risen indeed. The next time you think of outreach at Good Shepherd
Shalimar, think of it being so much more than reaching lost souls for Christ. Outreach is reaching out to the
family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues you see every day. It is the school teacher of your child or grandchild,
the cashier at the grocery store, the associate that helps you at Wal-Mart, or the first responder that serves and
protects you with their life. Yes, it is even reaching out to other Christians in the community to make where we
live a place in which people can see and feel God's love in their lives each and every day.
There are many ways to serve and reach out into our community. Some activities that are currently happening
at GSLC to assist you in reaching out are:
Tuesday @ 10:30 AM Bible study with Pastor Ray
Tuesday @ 7:00 PM Lifetree Café and the many topics of discussion that affect Christians and our community
Wednesday @ 9:30 AM Quilting
Wednesday @ 5:30 PM Hand Bells
Wednesday @ 7:00 PM Choir
Thursday @ 11:30 AM Women's Bible study
Saturday @ 8:00 AM Praise Team
Sundays – Youth Groups
If you are feeling a tug on your heart from God to reach out, join the Outreach Board for its next meeting on
April 26th @ 6:00 PM.


Dear Pastor Ray and members of my Faith Family,
The Lord blessed me through you all in Shalimar, Florida. Colleen and I
enjoyed an evening of Fun and Fellowship. Thank you so much for your
support and generosity that allows me to continue this traveling ministry.
And special thanks to Pastor Ray and Debbie for hosting and feeding us,
Curtis for setup and Screen assistance, and Bea and Jim for the wonderful
pictures, promotion and breakfast. And to all of you who purchased
music and gave an offering. The trip has been blessed and God has been
doing amazing things with us all. We hope to return in future.
Stay Bold till we meet again,
Wendysue




Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life
and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type setting here at Good Shepherd on
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
April 3rd — “The Struggle to Forgive: Finding a Way Forward,” a filmed story
of Alicia Brady, who was the victim of a gang-related drive-by shooting.
April 10th — “In the News” – This episode will be a recent topic that has
been in the news. At the time of the printing of this Newsletter, the
information is not available. As soon as it is available we will put it on our
website – www.shalimar.church
April 17th — “How to Live Before You Die: Embracing Life to the Fullest,” a filmed interview with Sasha Vukelja,
who as a young girl escaped from communist Yugoslavia and emigrated to the United States.
April 24th — “Pass or Fail? The State of Education,” filmed interviews with Nikhil Goyal, TED talk speaker and
author of One Size Does Not Fit All: A Student’s Assessment of School, and Sajan George, the founder of
Matchbook Learning, a school-turnaround organization.
May 1st — “Emergency: Make Room for God,” a filmed interview with Dena Ballagh, a woman who
experienced a sudden life-threatening illness but was saved largely due to the efforts of a doctor whose
identity she still doesn’t know.

Now Showing – April 2018
How to Live Before You Die

The Struggle to Forgive

In the News…

Pass or Fail?
Emergency: Make Room for God







MARCH ACTIVITIES

Can Do Ministries from Concordia (Austin) Texas

An evening
of fun and
fellowship
with
Wendysue

Curtis and Matthew
Harrison, President of the
LCMS, at the 2018 Southern
District Convention

Palm Sunday

Community Easter Egg Hunt

Sorting
the
treasure!

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

Lenten
Meals
served
with a
smile!

Youth Praise Band
“Gloves are for my protection
Not yours!”

Stations of the Cross

Gathering the palms for Palm Sunday

