


At the 2017 Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) Fall Leadership Conference, LCMS President Matthew C. 
Harrison predicted that the LCMS will decline over the next 10-15 years by over 500,000 members. 
 

So what can we do to make sure it doesn’t happen here at Good Shepherd? 
 

Read on! 
 

Good Shepherd is going through a REVIVAL! 
 

We have started a new discipleship process that will take two years to complete. 
 

In our next session we will explore dysfunctional church leadership models: Staff Run Church Model, 
Desperate Volunteer Model, and the Chaos Model.  
 

These models do not promote discipleship growth. The Biblical model is when the church operates as a Team 
based on spiritual gifts.   
    
And as we build our team we also need a vision. We are in the process of writing a vision statement. 
 

A vision statement is made up of 3 things:  
 

1. Our Passion – what our church stands for, its core values purpose - its mission.  

2. What we are best at – what your church can uniquely contribute to people it touches better than any other     
     churches in our community. 
3. Resources – time (people willing to serve), money (available and ability to raise), and brand (LCMS).  
 

Our vision statement MUST be unique to our church.  “Why should people come to our church, not the one 
down the road?” 
 

If you haven’t been attending our sessions they are held on the 2nd Sunday of the month in the Martin Brown 
Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School Hour. If you missed a session you can catch up by attending the 
make-up sessions during the Sunday School Hour in classroom 3 in the Education Building. 
 
Looking Forward to the Future! 
Pastor Ray 

 
         Wednesday mid-week services: Dinner at 5:30 PM 
          followed by the Service at 6:30 PM 
 

                 The Gospel in Seven Words 

            March 7 – “Death and Life” 
             March 14 – “Isolation and Community” 
             March 21 – The Gospel in Your Words 

 
 



The Good Shepherd 
Newsletter  

March, 2018 
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 




 

“God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was God saying 
to the world, ‘I love you’” - Billy Graham 
 
Thanksgiving Day is fixed on the calendar as the 4th Thursday in November.  Easter, on the 
other hand is a moving target. The earliest possible date is March 22nd and the latest possible 
date is April 25th. This year, Easter occurs on my birthday (April 1st) for the first time in my 
lifetime. The last occurrence of Easter on April Fool’s Day was in 1956 (which incidentally, was 
the first Easter that Good Shepherd Shalimar celebrated as a congregation). After this year, Easter will coincide 
with my birthday two more times in eleven year intervals, then not again for another 68 years.    
 
Easter is linked to the Jewish celebration of the Passover. It was at the Passover meal that Jesus instituted Holy 
Communion and it was also His last supper before His crucifixion and resurrection. The Passover was observed 
to remember the event where God Himself rescued His people from enslavement in Egypt. This particular time 
is established by a particular full moon. 
 

Therefore, the rules for calculating the date for Easter were established by the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. 
Easter Day is always the Sunday after the full moon that occurs on or after the spring equinox on March 21st. 
An equinox occurs when there is an equal amount of daylight to darkness.  
 

Fifty-ish years before Jesus was born, Julius Caesar established the spring equinox on his Roman calendar as 
March 25th. However, the Julian calendar system miscalculates the length of a year, which in-turn means that 
the date of the equinox drifts onto different dates. At the time of the Council of Nicaea the equinox occurred 
on March 21st and by the 16th century it had drifted onto March 11th.   
 

When our modern Calendar was introduced in the 16th century, Pope Gregory XII wanted to conform to the 
edicts of the Council of Nicaea which at the time had the equinox on March 21st.  This 4th century date of the 
spring equinox was used to establish the date on the Gregorian calendar. (The actual astronomical event 
oscillates 53 hours around this day.) The Eastern Orthodox Church celebrates Easter on a different (most of 
the time) Sunday because they do not want to subjugate themselves to the “Roman Catholic Calendar."   
 

Christians around the world hold worship services on Sundays because Scriptures tell us that first Easter was on 
a Sunday. Without Easter there is no Christmas. Without Christ’s death and resurrection there is no salvation.  
 

Grace & Peace, 

Cur✝is 
 


 

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM                                                                             

 
 

Marionette Puppets are performing for Easter Sunday.  Practices are scheduled for Saturdays at Noon 
beginning March 3rd. See Family Life Minister Curtis for more details. 
 
Confirmation Class will not meet during Lent (February 14 – April 2).  Our goal is to get through the Ten 
Commandments unit before our summer break.  









Can-Do Missions Music/Drama Tour  
 
 
 

Monday, March 12th   6:30 PM 
Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall 

Come hear about their mission trip this May to Cambodia.  
(Austin Angerman is a member of the mission team!) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are willing to help provide candy for the eggs 
(non-chocolate), feel free to bring it any Wednesday 
evening or Sunday morning prior to March 24th.  
 






 

Easter Lilies are needed to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday (April 16).  If 
you wish to donate a plant, please sign up on the sheet located next to the water 
fountain in the Narthex. The cost is $8 per plant.  Place your cash/check in an 
envelope and write EASTER LILIES on the envelope along with your name and 
envelope number, and place in the offering plate.  You may take your plant home 
after the late service on Easter Sunday, or the following Sunday. Contact Jean 
Grieve, jean.grieve@yahoo.com, (850) 240-4300 if you have questions. 
 


 

Palm Sunday March 25 – 8:00 & 10:45 AM both with Holy Communion 
Maundy Thursday March 29 – 7:00 PM with Holy Communion 
Good Friday March 30 – 7:00 PM Service of Tenebrae  
 

EASTER SUNDAY   April 1 – 
Beach Sunrise Service  6:00 AM – Beasley Park, Okaloosa Island 
Good Shepherd  8:00 AM and 10:45 AM 
Puppet Show  9:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall 
Pancake Breakfast  7:00 – 10:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall 
 



Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, March 24th 

10:00 AM 



    
                                    HAPPY BIRTHDAY                                 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 
 
 
  

  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8 
 

Greetings Beach Goers & Doers: 
 

Tuesday nights are exciting with various topics to discuss that impact Christians and their lives in the 21st 
century at Lifetree Café.  Make plans to attend this month and bring a friend or two. 
 

24 to Double has begun. This program is designed to increase our membership, by doubling our current 
membership, in just 24 months. Please pray and support this program as often as you can. See Pastor Ray, 
FLM Curtis, any Elder, or contact the church office if you desire more information about 24 to Double. 
 

  

March 18, 2018 
COMING TO GOOD SHEPHERD IN CONCERT 

 

"Always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you 
for the reason for the hope you have..."  I Peter 3:15 -   That is 
one of musician Wendysue's favorite scripture verses inspiring her 
to be BOLD about sharing her faith in all circumstances.  Recently 
she was able to sing our national anthem in front of 30,000 at the 
Milwaukee Brewer game, giving glory to God for her talents, and 
conversing with baseball fans in the stands during the game about 
spiritual things.  She usually carries copies of her "BOLD" CD in her 
purse since she never knows when God will open the door for her 
to share them!  Wendysue will be coming to Good Shepherd for 
an evening concert at 6:30 pm on Sunday, March 18th.  She is 
excited to sing her original songs based on faith experiences and 
share stories with us of her travels and conversations with 
strangers in unlikely places. Wendysue is energetic and passionate 
about Jesus and music, plays piano and guitar (and a few other fun 
instruments), has a professional voice, and a great witness that 
will prove to be entertaining and inspiring.   

          Wendysue with daughter Miranda                      See more @ www.wendysue.com.    
             at a Milwaukee Brewer’s game.                You won't want to miss this event - bring a friend!       
 



Denise Hill  3/1 
Barbara Umholtz 3/1 
Irelynn Gilman  3/2 
Susan Bass  3/8 
Sarah Riemer  3/9 
Sandy Hagel  3/13 
Janice Stephens               3/15 
Kim Finn  3/16 
Caleb Day  3/19 
 

Jean Grieve  3/19 
Allan Koepsell  3/19 
Julie Cox  3/20 
Darryl Haag  3/23 
Arthur Brunner               3/24 
Brenna Owen  3/27 
Dalton Binkley  3/29 
Debbie Angerman 3/31 
James Wilhelm               3/31 
 

Tom & Julie Cox                3/5 
Randy & Stephanie Lawson        3/5 
Buck & Linda Smith                     3/12        
Dicke & Diana Fallon                   3/21 
Arthur & Violeta Brunner          3/22 
Bill & Linda Kortum                     3/25  
 

http://www.wendysue.com/



 

The Youth Board is sponsoring meals prior to Wednesday services during the Lenten Season. The 
Youth Group is encouraged to help with set-up (4:30 PM) and clean-up (immediately after the 
worship service). 
Dinner is served from 5:30 until 6:15 PM.  The Fellowship Board is serving desserts after our 
meal instead of after worship service this year. 


 

 The Human Care Board is hosting Life Line Screening here at GSLC on 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  Some of you may have received a 
mailing.  Please call 1-800-395-3920 to schedule your appointment 
TODAY.  There are 5 screenings for a total cost of $149 (a savings of $181).  





Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide in the Education 
Building/Room #5, until Monday, April 16th.   

Wednesday and Thursday 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 




 

 

Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Library 
   for a study on the Lost Books?  Bring your Bible.  

 
 





 

 

 

Sessions are scheduled for the 2nd Sundays of the month. 9:15 AM – 10:30 AM and repeat session at Noon. 
 

Leaders across the country are calling 24toDouble a church operating system – a program that teaches us to 
strategically double our attendance in less than two years without using up financial resources we don’t have. 
 

In the monthly sessions 24toDouble is a step-by-step guide through its process that has been working for 
churches of every denomination across America. 
 

Most church growth resources are specifically for the pastor. 24toDouble is for the entire church community. I 
call it a “Whole Church Discipleship” model. 
 

Too many pastors tend to do it all because they’re the ones getting paid.  24toDouble is the anti-pastor “doing 
it all.”  And, they are going to show us another way that is more successful. 
 

Doing more isn’t scalable. Doing less by getting people to help in areas where they are gifted and passionate is 
scalable and it inspires people to get on board and become part of the community. 
 

Most churches are stuck for a reason. By inspiring church members we teach them to not only join the teams 
that will get your church unstuck, but to lead them. This is an end-to-end solution for church growth. 
 
 







Cook Books--- 1st Edition of the “Culinary Gem of the Emerald Coast 
LWML.” Available for sale in the narthex for the cost of $10 each.  We 
have sold 32 copies of the cookbook so far. The Gulf States District has 
asked each zone to raise funds to help host the national LWML convention 
in June of 2019 in Mobile.  The Emerald Coast Zone, of which we are a 
part, has decided to gather recipes and assemble a cookbook.  
 
Gulf States District convention will be held in Birmingham, AL, April 27—
29 under the theme of “Reign in Me”, Col. 3:15,17.  Pat Eichler was 

elected to be the delegate to convention from Good Shepherd LWML, with Louise Gilman as the alternate.  
Bea Daily will be one of the speakers, her theme, “How the Lord has used me for 56 of the 76 Years of LWML” 
 
Spring Yard/Rummage Sale—Spring Yard Sale will be held on Friday, April 13, and Saturday April 14.  Help will 
be needed starting on Sunday, April 8, after late service to set up the tables, racks and stands, and during the 
week, putting items out and pricing.  Can you help?  Let Marion or Bea know. 
 
MOST MINISTIRES—Thanks to all who donated used eye glasses.  We recently sent 40 pairs of glasses to 
MOST. This year 4 million pairs of eye glasses will be thrown away in the U.S., while 158 million people 
worldwide suffer from uncorrected vision.  
 
Each year, MOST Ministries provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the developing nations around the 
world. Generous individuals, churches and organizations across the US. collect and send used eyeglasses to 
MOST Ministries, where they are then sorted, tested and repackaged by volunteers for distribution on the 
mission field by our team members.  The cost of a pair of glasses in many developing nations can exceed a 
month's salary. Without assistance from MOST Ministries, hundreds of thousands of people would go without 
the glasses they need to work, read or attend school. MOST Ministries often provides the only pair of 
eyeglasses a person will ever own. We invite you to join MOST in reaching the world that has yet to hear the 
Good News of God's love and saving grace through our eyeglass ministry. 
 
Altar Flower Delivery—Would you like to make someone’s day brighter?  
The LWML took on the job of delivering the altar flowers to shut ins or 
members in the hospital many years ago. Our LWML membership is down in 
size, as we have lost 5 members to death and moves, and this job now falls 
on a few people.  It only takes an hour or so of your time.  Would you like to volunteer to do this just once a 
month?  See Brenda Hemmer.  
 
Mites We continue to be one of the largest givers of mites in the Gulf States District by donating over $3,000 
for the biennium.  Thanks to those who contribute to mites on the first Sunday of each month.  The February 
Sunday morning mite totaled $88.22.  We couldn’t do it without you!  All mites collected are forwarded to the 
Gulf States District, they in turn forward 25% of them to the national organization for missions. 
 


 

We still have Sundays available to fill on our 2018 Altar Flower chart.  The cost of each 
arrangement is $25. The chart is located next to the water fountain in the 
Narthex.  Our florist has been doing a wonderful job!  Each week, the altar flowers not 
only brighten our sanctuary; after the late service, they are delivered to one of our 
shut-ins, or someone in a nursing home or hospital to brighten their day. 
 

 





 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 

March 6th — “You’ve Got a Problem! Your One-Hour Guide to Making Better Decisions,” features an exclusive 
film showing four strangers struggling to emerge from an escape room. Escape rooms are themed rooms 
where players are locked inside and then must uncover clues and solve puzzles to escape the room before 
time runs out.  
 
March 13th — “In the News” – This episode will be a recent topic that has been in the news. At the time of the 
printing of this Newsletter, the information was not available. As soon as it is available we will put it on our 
website – www.shalimar.church 
 
March 20th — “Dangerous Food: Is Your Supermarket Killing You?” features a filmed interview with Joel Salatin, 
author of Everything I Want to Do Is Illegal: War Stories From the Local Food Front and Holy Cows and Hog 
Heaven: The Food Buyer’s Guide to Farm Friendly Food. 
 
March 28th — “Do Good Dogs Go to Heaven? Questions About Animals and the Afterlife,” features a filmed 
interview with Dr. Kathleen Cooney, a veterinarian and founder of Home to Heaven, an in-home pet 
euthanasia service.  

 

Now Showing – March 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES      
      

                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Workshop on Islam: Ministry to Muslims                                                                                                       Rev. Farrukh Khan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              Guest preacher: Rev. Farrukh Khan                                                                                                                      New Member Welcome 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                    Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast                                                                          Volunteer cooks for Wednesday Lenten Dinners  
       
 
 

                                                                                       
 
  
 
 
 

Service with a Smile     
 
 



 
 
 

Youth Group 
 “Family Feud” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                              
Craft 

Time                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New  
Puppet 
Stage! 
 
 
 
                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                Youth Group Super Bowl Party  


