


500 on the 500th 

 

More than 500 people attended 
Good Shepherd’s REFORMATION 
FESTIVAL on Sunday, October 29th 
at the Ft. Walton Beach Landing. 
What an exciting commemoration 
it was! A big THANK YOU to all of 
you who made this event a great 
success! And give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good! Pray that 
the seeds of God’s Word that 
were planted will grow! 
To the Glory of God! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Ray
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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 




 

“If you don’t want to catch a fish then don't bate the hook.” - A fisherman’s proverb  
 

People do not like to offend anyone. We would rather offer praises and complements in 
order to gain favor, money, prospects, or friendships. Perhaps counterintuitively this has 
led to the oppression of others and their causes. For those others must be oppressed, 
denounced as wrong, and suffer punishment if we are to achieve. 
 

Everyone prefers that all would speak well of them. And yet, we, ourselves, cannot bear 
it when the best is spoken about others. Everyone is offended by everything with a legion of drones on 
standby to joyfully capitalize on any slight offense. 
 

It is a systemic problem where we do not want to offend but are ourselves easily offended. We have politically 
correct language and politically correct thinking to rationalize the vilification of law enforcement, to empower 
national anthem protesters, to calumniate war memorials, and marginalize opposing views under the guise of 
white privilege & culture appropriation. Our news and entertainment media enable this behavior through 
rewards and punishments without considering the consequences to interpersonal relationships. 
 

But in the Bible there are counter examples: Once a king spoke to his son and his servants that they should kill 
a particular man for outlandish reasons. The king’s son would personally benefit from eliminating this 
competitor to the throne. However, the son was principled and instead spoke well of the recently condemned. 
Jonathan defended David from the slander of his father King Saul explaining David’s actions in the best 
possible way (1 Sam 19). 
 

We are called to be in the world; not of the world. Luther explains, “Wherever there are godly Christians they 
must bear the sentence before the world that calls them heretics, apostates, and indeed, instigators and 
desperately wicked unbelievers. Besides, God’s Word must suffer in the most shameful and hateful manner, 
being persecuted, blasphemed, contradicted, perverted, and falsely quoted and interpreted. For this is the 
way of the blind world, which condemns and persecutes the truth and God’s children, and yet considers it no 
sin” (LC I.262). 
 

While our circumstance may seem bleak we are not without hope. For we live in the knowledge that “God so 
loved the world, that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”. 
 

Grace and Peace— 

 Cur†is 
 


 

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM                                                                             




    
November 5th                            Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Daylight Savings                      WEDNESDAY  
Time Ends –                           November 22nd  

Set your clocks BACK one hour!                              6:30 PM  
 







                                  HAPPY BIRTHDAY                      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 




But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8 

 

Greetings Beach Goers & Doers: 
 

REFORMATION FESTIVAL 2017: The Outreach Board expresses heartfelt thanks and gratitude to ALL the 
Prayer Warriors, Planners, and Volunteers that participated in the Reformation Festival at the FWB Landing. 
The Outreach Board would appreciate ALL comments concerning the Reformation Festival (the largest 
Outreach Event / Commitment) to our community.  
 

A Special word of thanks to our community partners: The staff and residents of Fresh Start and Bob Hope 
Village in volunteering their time and help with this year's Reformation Festival.  
 

Men's Ministry: Please note the following dates for the Men's Ministry in November: 4th – No scheduled meeting; 
18th – Meeting at Ron Artman's house at 1100 Hawthorn House Drive, Apt. 207, Shalimar (Bob Hope Village). We will 
be watching a college football game.  Ron is providing Pizza and asking you to bring your own beverage and a guest. 
 

Outreach Board Meeting will meet on October 30th at 6:00 PM – (please make sure to watch the 
bulletin/newsletter for updates on meetings).




Genesis: Paradise Lost  
 

We’re excited for our friends over at Creation Today as they launch their brand-new, feature-length film, 
Genesis: Paradise Lost, in theaters across America on November 13, 2017, and now, due to an outpouring of 
support, an additional night has been added on November 16, 2017. This new film brings Genesis to life with 
special 3D animation and interviews with top creation scientists and theologians. You won’t want to miss your 
chance to see Genesis: Paradise Lost on the big screen at The Destin Commons Theater. 
 

Several AiG (Answers in Genesis) scientists and researchers are featured in the film including Dr. Danny Faulkner, 
Bodie Hodge, Dr. David Menton, Dr. Tommy Mitchell, Dr. Terry Mortenson, Dr. Georgia Purdom, and me. This film 
upholds the truth of God’s Word, from the very beginning, and animates the days of creation in a unique way that 
remains faithful to the text. This movie will leave you yearning for the beauty and tranquility of Eden as you become 
equipped with powerful answers to today’s attacks on God’s Word in Genesis. To watch a trailer of this film go to:  
 

https://answersingenesis.org/blogs/ken-ham/2017/10/28/genesis-paradise-lost-theaters-november/ 
 





Malachi Hofman 11/2 
Elijah Haase  11/3 
Sarah Lienemann 11/6 
Diane Suhre  11/6 
Don Chandler              11/11 
Karen Parker              11/11 
Olivia Stevens              11/11 
Charles Wright               11/12 
Audrey Anderson          11/13 
Cari Lee                           11/13 
Vivian Moser                  11/17 
 

Kathy Holbrook              11/18 
Brayden Riemer             11/19 
Sebastian Riemer          11/19 
Linda Smith             11/20 
Sandee Baughman        11/21 
Sarah Hoppel             11/21 
Craig Russell             11/23 
Dean Brown             11/25 
Samantha Shaw            11/27 
Neal Riemer             11/28 
Bob Farmer             11/29 

Allan & Judy Koepsell   11/6 
Curtis & Joela Parker  11/15 
Larry & Margaret Snider  11/17 
Larry & Ruth Hill  11/22 
Lance & Flo Hofman  11/25 
David & Julie Jenzen  11/28 
Craig & Marion Russell  11/29 
 

 

http://creationtoday.org/
https://genesismovie.com/
https://answersingenesis.org/blogs/ken-ham/2017/10/28/genesis-paradise-lost-theaters-november/



 
 

Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Library 
   for a study on the Book of Acts. Bring your Bible.
 
 

 
 

THE NOVEMBER VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY will convene immediately following the 
Late Service on Sunday, November 19th. The proposed 2018 budget will be 
the main topic of discussion.  A copy of the 2018 Proposed Budget is available 
on the table in the entryway of the Sanctuary. 
 



It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  Where has the 
year gone?  As many of you know we do our best to take care of those less 
fortunate during this time of year.  The Human Care Board will be adopting 10-
12 families in need of a Thanksgiving Dinner this year.  We provide everything 
the family needs; all they have to do is cook it.  We also do something special 
for our home bound parishioners.  As in true Good Shepherd fashion, we could 
not accomplish this big project without your help.  We are in need of the 
following food items to make this happen: 

 Canned Vegetables (Corn, Green Beans, Yams) 

 Mashed potatoes (boxed 

 Gravy (packets, jar, canned) 

 Stuffing (boxed, bag) 

 Cranberry Sauce 
 

Deadline for food donations is Sunday, November 19.  You can drop them off in the bins provided in the 
Narthex.  If you would rather that we do the shopping for you, we can accept monetary donations, too.  We 
will be shopping for the perishable items as we get closer to Thanksgiving; e.g., turkeys, milk, butter, rolls, etc. 
We could also use some volunteers assembling and delivering the baskets November 19-22!! For more 
information contact Jean Grieve, jean.grieve@yahoo.com, 850-240-4300.   ~ Human Care Board 



 November 18, 2017      Destin United Methodist Church 

Our very own Al and Brenda Hemmer volunteer annually for this event.  As a result, 
GSLC reaps the rewards and ends up with 10-20 bags full of produce for our 
congregation and our Thanksgiving Dinner baskets. 
 

Over the past 8 years, Crop Drop volunteers have sorted, bagged and distributed 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of unsold produce to feed families in need. 

 

Each November, volunteers parse more than 80,000 pounds of produce into family-size bags that are then 
loaded into the backs of agency vehicles to be transported to food pantries, homeless shelters, and church 
dispensaries across the panhandle. 
 

More than 50 agencies from across Walton, Okaloosa, and Santa Rosa counties collect and distribute bagged 
produce from Crop Drop that feeds an estimated 6,000 families (24,000 individuals) each and every year.  
http://www.cropdrop.org/ 
 



mailto:jean.grieve@yahoo.com
http://www.cropdrop.org/


Missionaries that we support:  
Rev. Joseph and Deaconess Dr. Jennie Asher in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany,  by Bea Daily 
 

On January 15, 2017, Rev. Joseph Asher was installed as the 
pastor for Kaiserslautern Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC), the 
English language congregation in Kaiserslautern, Germany. After 
serving in Turkey for a time, Asher and his wife, Deaconess Dr. 
Jennie Asher, have relocated to this town in Western Germany, 
surrounded by American military bases and civilian personnel. 
They are serving in important ways in their new home. 
 
KELC was founded in order to serve American military personnel, as well as non-military governmental employees 
and civilian workers. The area is home to many different US bases of both the Army and the Air Force. The 
American presence has been there since Ramstein Air Force Base was made the headquarters of the United States 
Air Force (USAF) in Europe in 1952. Other bases in the surrounding area include: USAG Baumholder Army base in 
Baumholder, Germany; Landstuhl Army Medical Center in Landstuhl, Germany; and Sembach Kaserne Army Post. 
The area of Kaiserslautern has 11 schools which are a part of the Department of Defense Education Activity 
(DODEA). Ramstein has four such schools. 
 

The large American presence means that there is a great need for English language worship and spiritual care. 
There are often no LCMS chaplains at these bases, and currently only one is serving in Europe. This fact was key in 
deciding where the Asher’s should serve. While members of the LCMS could also worship at SELK ( Independent 
Evangelical Lutheran Church ) congregations, that service would be in German, and as Rev. Asher notes, this is 
difficult for the service men and women because “While many Americans will try to embrace the host culture and 
language, the tours of duty of most military and civilian personnel is one to three years.” This makes it difficult to 
learn the language fluently enough to worship in German. 
 

The unfamiliar culture can be a challenge, too. Congregational member JT Todd describes the Ashers as “an answer to 
prayer.” He goes on, “Their arrival has been the sweetest of God’s gifts to our congregation. In a country where so 
much can seem unfamiliar and remote, Pastor Asher’s sermons ring with the sound of comfort and home. Jennie’s 
joy and warm smile never fails to keep people coming back, knowing that someone cares for you and is looking 
forward to the next time we all gather together.”  Karleen Hester, a military spouse and mother of four, echoes the 
need and solace that KELC is for military families: 
Previously, the congregation averaged about 35 attendees each Sunday.  Since the installation, the average 
attendance has been 54 people. Asher adds, “Our Sunday School attendance is very good, with many young families.  
 

Both of the Ashers are teachers by trade, and they hope to be able to offer Bible studies to the men and women of 
the community. Upon his installation, Rev. Asher began teaching an adult class on Divine Service 1 in The Lutheran 
Service Book (LSB), which averages about 20 people. Attendees were interested in understanding the Scriptural 
basis for worship, as well as the “why” of what takes place in the Divine Service.  
 

Karleen noted that, “The addition of the Ashers is very exciting because they are dedicated to the military and 
English-speaking community here, and they are already implementing wonderful new ideas and programs. God 
certainly had a plan and I’m excited to see where it all leads for [KELC].” 
Aside from teaching, Pastor Asher and Deaconess Jennie will offer themselves also as listening ears, and for Pastor 
Asher, as a resource for Private Confession and Absolution. He notes that service personnel can often struggle with 
loneliness, alcohol dependency, and family and marriage issues, as well as other challenges. He would like to help 
with those needs as they arise, as well.  

 

http://www.lcms.org/asher


Additionally, Asher will spend about half his time serving 
on the military bases, dependent upon the needs of the 
bases and the requests he receives from chaplains and 
commanding officers. Asher’s background in prison 
ministry with the Indiana Department of Corrections will 
also be an asset in serving the military prison at Sembach.  
 

Besides working with the congregation’s Sunday School 
and women’s Bible classes, hosting opportunities for 
fellowship and meetings, as well as teaching a children’s 
music class, Deaconess Jennie has many other 
responsibilities. She will coordinate all Globally Engaged 
in Outreach missionaries who are coming to Germany to 
work with migrants and refugees. This will include 
weighing in on the selection process, working with the 
SELK congregations involved in this area to utilize the skills the GEOs bring to the table, helping the GEOs in their 
transition, and then supporting them and the congregations where they are working as they serve. She also 
facilitates the online Missionary Formation Class for each region of the LCMS’ mission work.  Please pray for the 
Ashers and those they serve on the bases in Germany as they undertake the new tasks before them. 
Learn more about and consider supporting the Ashers individually through Mission Central, Iowa. 
 

Pray for continued open doors to the bases so that Pastor Asher can better serve even more members of the 
military, Deaconess Dr. Jennie’s work with new GEOs, especially that the Lord would raise up workers for the 
envisioned mercy and witness work with refugees, and that the Lord will open doors to the bases so that Pastor 
Asher may serve the airmen, soldiers, sailors, Marines who live there. 
 

Do you have a loved one on a base in Western Germany who is in need of spiritual care? Tell them about Pastor 
Asher and KELC!  

 

Early Christmas Shopping Social 
Please join the Outreach Board 

In the Café area 
 on Saturday, Nov. 11  

7:00 – 9:00 PM  
Drinks and Dessert  
and/or Sunday, Nov. 12 

    Soup and Salad after late service  
for an opportunity to support outreach 

ministries of various Lutherans across the  
US and the world. 

 
 

 
 

For more information, please contact Stephanie Lawson at rlawslaw@aol.com 
  
 

 

http://www.lcms.org/asher


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 
November 7th —“Triumph Over Trauma: One Woman’s Struggle with Anorexia,” features a filmed interview with a 
victim of anorexia whose eating disorder threatened to end her life.   
 
November 14th—“Smile...Even When You Think You Can’t,” will provide proven ways to cope with difficult 
situations in life. 
 

November 21st—“Lonely: Secrets Learned in Solitary Confinement,” features a filmed interview with Tom 
Sutherland, a man who was kidnapped and held by Muslim radicals for nearly six and a half years. 
 

November 28th—“Religious Freedom: Standing Up for What You Believe,” features a filmed interview with 
former White House attorney and Air Force officer Michael Weinstein, who believes the U.S. military is 
under attack by a group that threatens both morale and battle-readiness: Christian fundamentalists.  

 

Now Showing – November 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 









October Activities              

                                                                                                
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 

    

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                     
 


