
 

Jesus lived in an agricultural society where most people would have lived on a farm, worked with crops, or 
owned livestock. His audiences would have included shepherds, vine growers, farmers, and orchard workers. 
 

Jesus often used stories to teach spiritual lessons. It is an effective way to teach because people remember stories.  
 

His family probably raised chickens and had a vegetable garden, which would have taught Him how a mother 
hen would care for her chicks. He knew about weeds growing up among the crop. He told parables about 
seeds falling on good soil while others fell on rocky soil.  It was natural for Jesus to use concrete examples 
from His daily life and in the lives others in His teachings. 
 

This summer I will be sharing the STORIES AND LESSONS FROM THE FARM I grew up on in Texas, and what it 
taught me through them. 
 

July 
    2  “My Hay Is In the Barn” 
                                                                    9  “Triple Christmas” 
  16 “Fox In the Hole”  
  23  “Skunks and Angels” 
  30 “Summer Breeze” 
~Pastor Ray 
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Stories and Lessons  

from the Farm 

Summer Sermon series 





“You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve. This is God’s 
gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own.  It isn’t something you have 
earned, so there is nothing you can brag about.” - Ephesians 2:8-9 CEV 
 

In 1517 a Catholic priest named Martin Luther posted a list of assertions, in Latin, for an 
academic discussion concerning the power of indulgences. These Ninety-five Theses were 
quickly translated into German, reprinted, and distributed throughout the country side. 
What started as an academic discussion shook the foundations of the church and swiftly 
became known as the Protestant Reformation. 
 

What those early reformers were really protesting against, was how we are justified by God, or rather how 
God declares us sinners righteous.  
 

The accepted teaching at the time was that your good works made you righteous. With enough good works to 
your credit to offset your numerous sins then you are justified enough to enter into heaven. If your good 
works-sins ledger had more good works than sins, then your excess good works would go into the mythical 
bank of merit for use by others. The church who managed this bank sold these merits for coin. The newly 
purchased merits were used by the buyer to help balance out their works-sins books. Now, if you died without 
enough works (merits) to your name, you would enter into purgatory. Once in purgatory your sins were 
purged from you with heat until enough sin was burned away to match your good works tally at which time 
you would then advance into heaven. 
 

As the argument against this system of justification escalated, Luther demanded that his opponents use 
Scripture alone to validate their teachings. A tactic used unsuccessfully by others before Luther, because they 
were burned alive for want to limit church teachings to what it says in Scripture. There was one reformer who 
escaped this sentence only to have his corpse dug up to face punishment. However, the powers to be were 
unable to teach Luther this lesson and the reformation Luther started triumphed.  
 

This year we celebrate the 500th year anniversary of an event that started with Luther’s hammer and the truth 
it uncovered; that we are saved through faith alone by grace alone because of Christ alone. 
 

Grace & Peace 

Cur✝is  

    

 

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM                                                                             



VBS Every Sunday  
We are holding VBS every Sunday in summer during Sunday School.  At Mighty Fortress 
VBS, your children will learn that in Jesus, the victory is won! Kids confidently celebrate 
that Jesus, their champion, has won the victory over sin, death, and Satan; that He acts 
through His Word and keeps His promises. Because the victory is won, every day is a 
day to celebrate! God’s victory is shown in the Bible accounts of the fall of Jericho, 
God’s rescue of King Hezekiah’s kingdom, King Josiah’s reading of God’s Word, the 
Savior King’s triumphal entry, and Jesus’ victory through His death and resurrection. 

 





    
During the Sunday School hour, all adults are encouraged to join 
Pastor Ray in the Fellowship Hall for “Every One His Witness.” 
 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Witness & 
Outreach Ministry develops, produces, and provides resources to 
support two different yet closely related ministry areas. Witness is 
the work we do as the Church scattered, through individual 

disciples of Jesus Christ taking the Gospel to the people whom God has placed in their everyday lives. 
Outreach is the work we do as the Church gathered. It is the collective effort of a congregation to invite, 
welcome and receive new people into the congregation.   

 

    

                                  HAPPY BIRTHDAY                      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

 



 

   Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Library 
   for a study on the Book of Acts. Bring your Bible.








Please remember the church this summer as you leave for vacation. We 
have been blessed this year and our offerings have been keeping up with 
our budget!  
 



It’s a BOY! 
Join us for a baby shower 

 for Katie (Kerstein) and Brannon Tolbert 
Saturday July 8th   10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

in the Lifetree Café area 
Katie and Brannon are registered at Babylist.com 

 



Fran Chandler   7/1 
Abby Gerold   7/6 
Patricia Rudolph  7/6 
Paul Wiese   7/6 
Doris Day   7/7 
Tim Finn   7/9 
Al Hemmer  7/11 
Carol Panzenhagen 7/11 
Ann Lienemann               7/13 
Chris Wise  7/13 
J.J. Anderson-Ring 7/14 
Violeta Brunner               7/16 
Sherry Kruschke              7/18 
Silvia Roschen               7/20 

 

Marion Wright  7/21 
Jon Anderson  7/24 
Don Hudson  7/24 
Morgan Mondragon 7/24 
Ray Angerman  7/27 
Velma Bill  7/29 
Jane Takala  7/29 
Ruth Christensen 7/30 
Mike Eckhoff  7/30 
Laura Hill  7/30 
Kiah Poock  7/30 
Dicke Fallon  7/31 

 

Tom & Judy Furry   7/2 
Gary & Patricia Rudolph   7/5 
Jim & Mary Keeler  7/11 
Neal & Sarah Riemer  7/15 
Rick & Connie Kinsey  7/20 
Gary & Susan Bass  7/22 
Brian & Anne Carstens               7/30 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 
July 4th— In observance of Independence Day, Lifetree Café will be closed. 
 
July 11th—“When Love Hurts: Ending the Cycle of Domestic Violence,” features a filmed interview with a 
woman who escaped a relationship in which she faced emotional, physical, and sexual abuse. 
 
July 18th— “What People Really Think of Christians...and Why,” features a filmed interview with Gabe Lyons, 
co-author of unChristian.   
 
July 25th— “Body Language: What You Say Before You Say a Word,” features a filmed interview with 
nonverbal communication expert Jan Hargrave, author of Actions Speak Louder Than Words and Let Me See 
Your Body Talk. 
 

August 1st— “Getting Unstuck: Practical Ways to Improve Your Life,” participants will take part in a 
nonthreatening activity that often leads to insightful breakthroughs in achieving life change.   
 

Now Showing – July 2017 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 




















June Activities              

Ainsley’s Baptism 
                                                                            World’s Greatest Baby Shower 

                                                                                               

                                                                                               Quilt Dedication 
 

 

Participants of the “Every One His Witness” -  Adult Sunday School 

 



VBS - 2017 

Mighty Fortress 

 

 

 



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   
                                                                            
 
                                                                   
 


