
 

2017 Summer Sermon Series 

 

Stories and Lessons from the Farm 
Jesus lived in an agricultural society where most people would have lived on a farm, worked with crops, or 
owned livestock. His audiences would have included shepherds, vine growers, farmers, and orchard workers. 
 
Jesus often used stories to teach spiritual lessons. It is an effective way to teach because people remember stories.  
 
His family probably raised chickens and had a vegetable garden, which would have taught Him how a mother 
hen would care for her chicks. He knew about weeds growing up among the crop.  He told parables about 
seeds falling on good soil while others fell on rocky soil.  It was natural for Jesus to use concrete examples 
from His daily life and in the lives others in His teachings. 
 
This summer I will be sharing the STORIES AND LESSONS FROM THE FARM I grew up on in Texas, and what it 
taught me through them. 
 

June  
  4  Stuck in the Mud 
11  Tug-of-War by the Light of a Full Moon   
18  The Blind Wizard of Oz 
25  Catch a Big Snake 
 
~Pastor Ray 



The Good Shepherd 
Newsletter 

May, 2017 
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100 

            
 



 



“This most beautiful system of the sun, planets and comets, could only proceed from 
the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.” ― Isaac Newton, The 
Principia: Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy 
 

The media and public interest in the “March for Science” is confusing because it is 
difficult to understand what the march is supposed to be about. I thought science is a 
systematic approach of investigating the world using the inductive method. The 
inductive method is the repetitive process of making observations, formulating 
hypotheses, testing the hypotheses, and revising the hypotheses with the goal of 
developing statements on how the world works (theories and laws). 
 

Before the modern age of science with the inductive method, science was entrenched with Aristotle’s theories 
and methods. Aristotle’s science took a deductive approach. The deductive method begins with a few true 
statements (axioms) and then deduces other true statements (theorems). Mathematics was advanced through 
this method. Aristotle’s deductive approach is at odds with scientific induction which requires testing.   
 

Aristotle’s understanding of the world was limited by the theology that influenced his science. The wholesale 
acceptance Aristotle’s science “not only delayed the arrival of modern science but also scientific progress,” 
says Alvin Schmidt in How Christianity Changed the World. Schmidt’s point is that a pantheist view of nature 
has the divine intertwined within it. Combined with polytheism, you have separate gods moving the planets 
about the sky at their whim. Individual gods behaving irrationally in a non-rational universe thwarts, or makes 
taboo, any serious inductive investigations. 
 

What made modern science and the inductive method possible was the Christian worldview that separates 
God from nature. It was our Christian understanding of a single rational God that allowed us to realize that we 
live in a rational universe that is governed by rational rules. The separation of creation from the Creator 
allowed us to conduct systematic investigations, ergo science.  
 

However, the champions of the “March for Science” were not advocating the advancement of science in a way 
that we have come to understand science. What they were advocating was a form of atheism that holds 
contradicting (unscientific) positions. Faith is the opponent of science. Science itself is a kind of religious faith.   
 

Early scientists were devoted Christians who did not see their work at odds with their faith as does our 
modern culture. Like those pioneers, we should not forget our foundation nor whose we are in Christ Jesus. 
“For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1Cor 25). The 
science that develop our technologies owes its very existence on the Christianity that proclaims that Jesus rose 
from the grave. 
 
Grace & Peace 

Cur✝is  
 

       

 

High School Youth Group                      

Elementary Youth Group Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM 

1st & 3rd Sundays  12 – 1:30 PM                                                                             





    

                                  HAPPY BIRTHDAY                      HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

 



Join Pastor Ray Tuesdays at 10:00 AM for “Facing Disaster Like a Man.”  
 

Disasters! Life's catastrophes come in many shapes and sizes, and their unwelcome 
intrusion leaves us reeling. Grief, profound uncertainty and -- not infrequently -- 
more questions than can reasonably be answered, rise from its wake. Tragedies 
that strike our lives, be they natural, unnatural, or self-inflicted, they turn our lives 
upside down and inside out. Whether their aftermath finds us in the rubble of our 

homes, businesses, or personal lives, there is a way out of the wreckage, and it begins and ends with God. God 
is in control, even in the most desperate of circumstances. In Psalm 46:1 the Psalmist writes, "God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." This is the good news when all news seems bad; this is the 
single, unstoppable ray of light when darkness would overwhelm us. Though hope may seem an impossible 
dream, there is a way through the darkness. He will get us through every tight spot and every unforeseen 
difficulty -- no matter how hopeless, no matter how painful. The assault to our sanity may be a hurricane, a 
divorce, or a bankruptcy. Whatever the disaster is, facing it -- and overcoming it -- can be achieved by God's 
grace and the comfort He provides. 




Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  Eph 3:20-21 
 

Once again we give thanks to God for the blessing of our congregation! 
Thank you to all everyone who donated food items for the dinners sponsored by the Youth and joined us in 
fellowship during the Lenten season and on Easter Sunday for the Pancake Breakfast.



Congratulations to our 2017 High School graduates!

Katie Boole – Choctaw High School 
Joshua Hofman – Rocky Bayou Christian School 



Congratulations to our 2017 College  graduates! 

Caitlin Riggenbach – Santa Fe State College – Nursing 
                          Noah Kerstein – Northwest Florida State College – Assoc. of Arts 





Jim Lazar  5/1 
Don Snyder III  5/2 
Zachery Lawson  5/7 
Brian Carstens  5/8 
Carol Burkhard               5/13 
Ron Lorusso  5/13 
Penelope Riemer 5/15 
Richard Woodard 5/15 
Janette Bates  5/16 
Karl Woodard  5/16 
Kay Gasper  5/20 
Deanie Grund  5/20 

 

Esenia Baughman 5/21 
Pam Chandler  5/21 
Bobbye Pearson 5/22 
Charlene Bittle               5/23 
Neva Larson  5/23 
Charles Schneider 5/23 
Flo Hofman  5/24 
Jim Daily  5/25 
Bria Dailey  5/28 
Bettie Farmer  5/28 
Dallas Rupert  5/30 
Sherry Wiese  5/30 

Lee & Jean Grieve  5/6 
Bre & James Ring Anderson 5/8 
Jalil & Amber Russell  5/25 
Jason & Sandy Boole  5/31 





The May 18th LWML 6:00 PM meeting will be a pizza and salad party, followed by a 
major motion picture titled “Miracle from Heaven” to be shown in the Fellowship 
Hall. We will conclude the evening by assembling Health Kits for the women at 
Shelter House (a home for abused women and children). A grant was received from 
Thrivent Action Team for this project. All ladies of the congregation are invited to 
attend and enjoy a night out. If you plan to attend, please let Bea Daily know, 862-
8120 Joyfulbea@cox.net, to allow for the food. 

 

We thank each one of you who contribute to our large mite box on the first Sunday of the month.   Remember no 
matter how small (even a mite, a penny) it all helps to complete our projects, that the Lord has placed before us. 
 

Mite Offerings Received on National Level                                   

Amounts as of March 31, 2017         
          

Mission Goal for 2015–2017 Biennium: $2,000,000 
this is 25% of what we collect on the local level.                        
 
Amount Received: $ 2,097,904.23  
 

Overage of Mites for the 2017–2019 Mission Goal:  $97,904.23 will  
be used toward 2017-2019 goal  
 

NEW MITE BOX DESIGN IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LWML 

 

The 2019 national convention will be held right here in our own Gulf States District in June in Mobile, AL.  The 
last time this occurred was June of 1973.  Many workers are need to accomplish this task. If interested contact 
Bea for a list of the positions. 
 
Below is one of the 19 projects on the national level that was completed in a two year period.  (2015-2017) 
 

LCMS Young Adult Corps (formerly LCMS Youth Corps) — Scholarships for Lutheran Mercy 
Young Adult Corps $25,000 

To provide scholarships for young Lutheran adults that have been selected as volunteers to serve in areas in 
which their talents and services are needed (poverty/inner city areas, and areas of disadvantage and/or long-
term recovery). LCMS Young Adult Corps members are especially trained to live and work and be identified 
with the people in the community, using their skills and understanding to serve these people in relation to 
their needs and to the skills and resources available, always being Christ’s witness in acts of mercy for the 
church and the world.  Long-term service opportunities, suited for youth who after high school or college have 
not yet settled on a vocation, are offered by Lutheran Mercy Youth Corps. Host sites will provide opportunities 
to serve neighbor and community in a volunteer service. Living in a community with other youth, they will 
have daily devotions, connections to a nearby church for Word and Sacrament ministry, and theological 
training before the youth are sent out on a mercy project such as domestic work in the inner-city or other 
underserved areas. Each participant will provide a portion of the stipend dispersals with LWML grant money 
supplementing the funds as scholarships. 
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Outreach Workshop 101 
Intro to Outreach & Planning 

Saturday, May 20, 2017      9 AM – 1 PM  


RSVP WITH ERIC JOHNSON 
e.johnson@southernlcms.org 

985-445-9339 
Your congregation can reach people in the harvest and see your church grow 

 with new people coming to Faith, Baptism, and Discipleship! 
 

What Is This? 
This is Lutheran outreach that works.  In this Workshop you and your 
congregation will learn how to reach people in effective, simple, practical, and 
doable ways and see people come to faith, baptism, and discipleship in the local 
congregation. Pastor Eric Johnson draws on his twelve years of experience as a 
church planter to show you and your congregation how, as a church planter, they 
reached people in the community resulting in 125 adult baptisms, and 167 
children baptized into Christ and His church over 3 years. 
 



You are invited to the 15th Annual Fund Raising Banquet on Thursday, May 11th at 6:00 
PM (doors open at 5:30 PM) at Crosspoint United Methodist Church, Niceville 
Community Life Center – 214 S. Partin Drive. Good Shepherd has sponsored a table of 8 
at this event. Please contact Stephanie Lawson if you are interested in attending at 
rlawslaw@aol.com. 

 



Christ Our Savior, Panama City and Thrivent are hosting a one-night movie 
event: “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World.”  The movie will be 
shown at the Carmike 4 Panama City Mall on May 9th at 7:30 PM. All tickets 
must be purchase in advance. Tickets can be purchased at a special website 
set up for the screening:  http://panama.NewLutherMovie.com. If you would 
rather not purchase tickets online, you can purchase them through Christ Our 
Savior Lutheran Church at 850-233-6249.  
 

This is the first time in more than 60 years that Lutherans have made a 
feature-length film about Martin Luther and the Reformation. Filmed in 
historic locations across Europe, this movie brings Luther’s story to life with 
exquisite attention to detail. It’s a chance to strengthen your faith by 
revisiting the birth of Protestant Reformation, and to share that experience 
with others.  
 



mailto:e.johnson@southernlcms.org
tel:(985)%20445-9339




Beginning Sunday, June 4th during the 
Sunday School hour, all adults are invited 
to join Pastor Ray in the Fellowship Hall 
for “Every One His Witness.” 
 
 

Strong Faith, Fervent Love: Reaching Others with the Good News of Jesus Christ 
 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Witness & Outreach Ministry develops, produces, and 
provides resources to support two different yet closely related ministry areas. Witness is the work we do as 
the Church scattered, through individual disciples of Jesus Christ taking the Gospel to the people whom God 
has placed in their everyday lives. Outreach is the work we do as the Church gathered. It is the collective effort 
of a congregation to invite, welcome and receive new people into the congregation. 
 

Witness & Outreach 

The “&” in Witness & Outreach underscores that there are two different elements to this ministry of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Witness is the work we have been given to do as the church scattered. We 
have opportunities to speak of Jesus with the people in our everyday lives who are our friends, co-workers, 
neighbors, family members, etc. Outreach is the work we do as the church gathered. It is our collective effort 
through ministries, services, events and other activities as the church through which we invite and include 
others into Word and Sacrament ministry. Witness & Outreach are distinct, but they work together so people 
will know of Jesus and be gathered into His Church through us. 
 

Witness 
When Jesus told His disciples, “You will be my witnesses,” (Acts 1:8) He was making a statement, not making a 
request. He has called each and every believer to be a witness of Him and His love. This is not simply a part of 
who we are as God’s people in the world, it is, in Martin Luther’s words, “the only reason for which God leaves 
us in this world.” 
 

As we fulfill our purpose for being here, we should strive not only to be His witnesses but to be faithful and 
effective witnesses for the sake of those who do not know of Jesus, especially for the people with whom the 
Lord has crafted relationships with us in our everyday lives.  
 

Witnessing is our work of planting and watering with the joyful expectation that the Lord will, where it pleases 
Him, provide the growth. 
 

Outreach 
Just as individual believers are where they are in life to be witnesses of Jesus, congregations exist where they 
do in order to gather the people of their communities into Word and Sacrament ministry. Outreach relies on 
the witness of individual believers and on the collective efforts of the congregation’s members. It is conducted 
through activities that connect the congregation with those outside of the church, that facilitate building 
relationships with them, and that lead to making disciples through Word and Sacrament. Outreach takes many 
forms in order to adapt to the context of the congregation and the surrounding community, but it ultimately 
leads to the same Means of Grace through which the Holy Spirit works faith when and where He wills. 
 







 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.  
 
May 9th  —“Embracing Change: Taking the Fear Out of What Comes Next,” examines why change is often 
difficult for people and features an exclusive screening of the award-winning short film Baits and Hooks. 
 
May 16th —“ What's Wrong Right With You? The Surprising Truth About Self-Worth,” features an exclusive 
documentary film about a skid-row project that provides makeovers for homeless mothers. 
 
May 23rd — “Mormons: Christian? Cult? What do they really believe?”—includes a filmed interview with someone 
who has left the Mormon church and also someone who has joined it. In addition, a filmed interview with a 
theology professor will be shown and discussed. 
 
May 30th —“Curing Healthcare: Practical Help for an Ailing Nation,” features a filmed interview with healthcare 
insider Joe Flower, author of Healthcare Beyond Reform. 
 

 

Now Showing – May 2017 
 

 
 
 

 

































April Activities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    

                        Happy Birthday Curtis!                                                                             Preparing for the Easter Puppet Show                                                                       

 

 
 

 
 
 

2017 Easter  
Egg Hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 
 

 
 
 

Palm 
Harvesting 

 Crew 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                                               

 
 
 

 
 
 



Celebrating Palm Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Welcome to God’s Family Diane!                                                                  
                       Easter Sunday Children’s message 
                                      
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Easter Puppeteers!                
                                                                                                                                                    (Pancake Flippers)  
                                                                                                                                          Easter Pancake Breakfast Cooks! 
                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 

 
High School 

and 
Elementary 

Youth 
Groups  
going 

through  
the 

Stations of 
the Cross 

 
 

 

 Family Feud                                                                               
                                     Youth vs Parents  

                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 

             
 

 
 

                                                        
 

 
 

 
   
AHG girls had an Easter devotional  then stuffed   
eggs  with inspirational  Spring messages.  The  
girls “egged” their friends and neighbors to   
spread  the Easter Message!    
                


