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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

From the Easter Bunny to the Cemetery
When I was a child my siblings and I looked forward to Easter morning. When we woke up on Easter it was a lot
like waking up on Christmas morning, but instead of running into the living room to look under the tree we would
look out our bedroom window to get a peek at what the Easter Bunny left for us in the yard: brightly colored eggs
sitting in nests of artificial grass. We weren’t allowed to scoop them up until we were ready for church.
At some time in my childhood the Easter Bunny stopped coming.
Easter is the most important day of the entire church year. If it weren’t for Easter we wouldn’t celebrate Christmas.
Every other Sunday revolves around Easter. That is why each Sunday is sometimes referred to as a “mini-Easter”.
On Good Friday Jesus died on the cross. His suffering, death, and the shedding of His innocent blood was the
PAYMENT for all our sins. Because Jesus made the payment on our behalf, there is nothing more that we need
to pay. There is nothing that we can pay. Jesus did it all, for us. Easter Sunday is the day we set aside to
remember that Jesus rose from the dead.
On the third day Jesus rose from the dead. His resurrection was God’s way of demonstrating that He had
accepted the payment that Jesus made for us. Jesus redeemed us (bought us back) from our sin, from death,
and from the power of the devil. Because of that payment Jesus made for us, God has now “justified” us or
declared us to be “not guilty.” We are forgiven. And that means we have the certainty of eternal life through
Jesus. “Whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
Easter is our day of victory. “Because I (Jesus) live, you (we) also will live” (John 14:19). At some time in my
childhood my parents made the shift from the Easter Bunny to the cemetery. On Easter Sunday we would
attend the Easter Sunrise Service at Waco Memorial Cemetery. Remembering the resurrection of Jesus at a
cemetery makes a lot of sense. My grandparents and my mom are buried there, but one day, as we confess in
the Apostle’s Creed; I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting; I know that I will see
them again. But even better than that, I will see Jesus!
May our Easter celebration again this year bring renewed joy, celebration, and life through our risen and
glorified Savior – JESUS CHRIST!
-Pastor Ray
Palm Sunday April 9 –8:00 & 10:45 AM both with Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday April 13 –7:00 PM with Holy Communion
Good Friday April 14 – 7:00 PM Service of Tenebrae
EASTER SUNDAY April 16 –
Beach Sunrise Service 6:00 AM – Beasley Park, Okaloosa Island
Good Shepherd 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Puppet Show 9:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall
Pancake Breakfast 7:00 – 10:30 AM – Brown Fellowship Hall


“Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right.” - Henry Ford
I know some of you may prefer Universal Studios Parks over Walt Disney World, but
what I enjoy the most about the Disney experience is their attention to detail. I like to
look at all the little features and wonder how they were able to convince the
organization that they are worth implementing.
Negativity is natural to all of us. Attitude determines far more than what we may
realize. For example, a poor attitude toward a difficult task makes that task that much
more difficult. It is much, much tougher to build a positive future with the voices of
doom and gloom constantly giving reasons why you can’t. On the other hand, those with positive attitudes
tend to forge brighter futures.
“And he [Jesus] could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed
them. And he marveled because of their unbelief.” - Mark 6:5
Jesus’ inability to perform miracles is expounded upon in Luke as an angry crowd of nay-sayers who rose up to
throw Jesus out of town. The unbelief of the nay-sayers prevented all but a few to come to Jesus for help.
At least no one is literally trying to kill us when we look at making changes. The point is a positive outlook is
just as likely to produce positive outcomes as does a negative outlook with its negative outcomes. Our goal is
to focus on the possibilities, not the probabilities. Instead of outlining reasons why an idea won’t work, maybe
we could brainstorm ways that could work. However, eventually we have to do something with those ideas
rather than devoting more time and energy talking about them. We have to move on and take action because
sometimes experiments fail and sometimes they work.
Christ has given us freedom and the Holy Spirit has empowered us to stretch ourselves so that God may use us
to extend His kingdom of grace. We are not here to manage decline, but to reach out with news of what God
has done for us and our salvation. An eye for detail and a positive outlook helps in developing our relationship
with a lost generation so that we may pass along what we know, the Love of God.
Grace & Peace
Cur✝is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM



Good Shepherd's Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8th at 10:00 AM



Dinner is served from 5:30 until 6:15 PM
April 5 - Baked Potato Bar
Service starts at 6:30 PM
April 5 – “It is Finished!”
Thank you to everyone that donated items for the dinners. You generosity is
very much appreciated. All proceeds go to fund Youth Group activities.





HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Gary Bass
Curtis Wiese
Derrick Mason
Nate Lepper
Lisa Schwartz
Nicole Beck
Tom Foster
Lou Hanson
Kelly Keller
Kathy Shaw
Buck Smith
Allen Binkley
Stephanie Lawson
Clara Riemer

4/1
4/1
4/3
4/6
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/10
4/12
4/12
4/15

Keith Amiel
Austin Angerman
Mark Riggenbach
Noelle Mondragon
Roger Gilman
Cindy Riggenbach
Rebecca Trosch
David Mason
Carol Franklin
Joan Fienhold
Debra Lazar
Hulda Mahlum
Abby Riggenbach
Linsey Hayes

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
4/17
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/20
4/22
4/23
4/26
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/30

Bob & Vivian Moser
Charles & Marion Wright
Don & Dolores Hudson
Naoko & Aaron Buchholz
Neil & Zora Orness

4/3
4/4
4/7
4/12
4/12


We still have Sundays available to fill on our 2017 Altar Flower chart. The cost of each
arrangement is $25. The chart is located next to the water fountain in the
Narthex. Our florist has been doing a wonderful job! Each week, the altar flowers not
only brighten our sanctuary; after the late service, they are delivered to one of our
shut-ins, or someone in a nursing home or hospital to brighten their day.



Easter Lilies are needed to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday (April 16). If
you wish to donate a plant, please sign up on the sheet located next to the water
fountain in the Narthex. The cost is $7 per plant. Place your cash/check in an
envelope and write EASTER LILIES on the envelope along with your name and
envelope number, and place in the offering plate. You may take your plant home
after the late service on Easter Sunday, or the following Sunday. Contact Jean
Grieve, jean.grieve@yahoo.com, (850) 240-4300 if you have questions.


BLOOD DRIVE – The Human Care Board is sponsoring another Blood Drive on
Sunday, 9 April, 9 AM – 1 PM. The BIG RED BUS will be in our parking lot once
again to accept donations from those willing to donate. Look for a signup sheet
in the Narthex! We had 11 donors last time; let’s see if we can beat that!
Please contact Jean Grieve for more information: 850-240-4300 or
jean.grieve@yahoo.com.






Ushers are needed for both services. If you are interested,
please contact Frank Shaw at 850-259-6129











Lutheran World Relief Baskets of Promise Appeal
On Easter, we celebrate the joy and hope of Christ's resurrection. We respond to this gift of new life by
answering the call to “care for the orphans and widows” (James 1:27, NRSV) — those living in poverty and
marginalization throughout the world.
This Lenten season the Board of Christian Ed, along with the Board of Human Care and the Youth Board are
taking part in LWR’s Baskets of Promise appeal and we are asking for your help!
Each week in Lent, we have been collecting items to form LWR Personal Care Kits that help impoverished
people stay healthy in life’s most challenging situations.
The following is a list of items we have been collecting. You may bring any item in at your convenience. There
is a collection basket in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. If you have any questions,
please contact Stephanie Lawson at 279-3021 or rlawslaw@aol.com.


Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in original wrapping



Light-weight bath-size towel (between 20"×40" & 52"×27"), dark color recommended. Light weight
towels are requested because they are easier to air dry



Adult-size toothbrushes in original packaging



Sturdy combs



Metal nail clippers (attached file optional)



Wednesday, April 5 and Sunday, April 9 - Monetary donations for shipping







LWML stands for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League,
started 75 years ago. Yes, for 75 years, this special group
of women has been gathering mites for missions. We are
considered an arm of our LCMS synod. During the 20152017 biennium we have completed a mission goal of
$2,000,000. We meet on the national level in convention bi-annually. This
year’s Diamond Jubilee event will be in Albuquerque, NM in June to once
again set a new mission goal and select projects that we will fund through it.
On the local level, we meet monthly at 7 p.m. on the 3 rd Thursday of the month in the overflow area of the
Brown Fellowship Hall for bible study, and to gather our mites. Mites are also collected on the 1 st Sunday of
the month during the worship service offering. A large mite box is placed on a table in the front of the
sanctuary to gather the mites for those unable to attend the bible study meeting. If you would like to know
more about the projects we have completed, they are posted on the nice new LWML bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall overflow. Thanks to Louise and Roger Gilman for their work on the new bulletin board.
The current bible study is Lesson 4, “Cracking Revelation’s Code” as we continue our study, “Explaining all the
Scary Stuff in Revelation”, with Rev. Ken Klaus of Lutheran Hour Ministries. We welcome all the ladies of Good
Shepherd to our meetings. Questions--Bea Daily, 862-8130
On Saturday, Good Shepherd LWML will join with other women in the Zone at Resurrection Lutheran Church
in Pensacola for the bi-annual Christian Life Workshop, titled “75 years of Women in Mission.” Bea Daily will
be sharing how the Lord has led her to “Serve the Lord with Gladness” over the past 56 years. There will be an
ingathering, “Gifts from the Heart”, that will be assembled into Health Kits, that will be assembled into Health
Kits, taken to the national convention to be disturbed to the needy. And the King will answer them, “Truly, I
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40
The Quilting Ladies of Good Shepherd Lutheran, Shalimar meet “Weekly on Wednesday” to make quilts for the
needy worldwide. This year they decided to donate them to local needs. This month’s 35 quilts went to
“Children in Crisis.” The ladies average 200 quilts per year, which are donated to Lutheran World Relief and
Orphan Grain Train, who use them to help people following national disasters in the United States and other
countries throughout the world. Anyone can join this group. We will teach you what to do. There is group
called the “The Knotty Ladies”, as they sit and tie knots in the quilts to hold them together.

Shaina Mathis, Office Manager, at Children in Crisis
accepts the quilts on behalf of the children

Quilting Ladies at Good Shepherd




Join Pastor Ray on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM in the Library for “This is the Life.” These
nine classic TV episodes have been selected from among dozens produced by Lutheran
Television Productions, during the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s. Viewers will find the subjects and story
lines aren't the stuff of sitcoms or even family-oriented shows that always went for the happy
ending. Here are stories of faith-healing gone awry; a married couple's loss of their daughter; a
pastor whose legalism was driving his members away; the bitter animosity of a father against his daughter's suitor;
and more. In the end, each episode has one thing in common: God reigns through every event in our lives, and it is
by faith in His Son -following and honoring Him- that our lives find their fullest meaning.


Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide in the Education
Building/Room #5, until Monday, April 17th.
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM




Upcoming Outreach Workshop
Outreach Workshop 101
Intro to Outreach & Planning
Saturday, May 20, 2017


RSVP WITH ERIC JOHNSON
e.johnson@southernlcms.org
985-445-9339
Your congregation can reach people in the harvest and see your church grow with new people
coming to Faith, Baptism, and Discipleship!




What Is This?
This is Lutheran outreach that works. In this Workshop you and your
congregation will learn how to reach people in effective, simple, practical,
and doable ways and see people come to faith, baptism, and discipleship in
the local congregation. Pastor Eric Johnson draws on his twelve years of
experience as a church planter to show you and your congregation how, as a
church planter, they reached people in the community resulting in 125 adult
baptisms, and 167 children baptized into Christ and His church over 3 years.



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
April 4th —“Living after a Suicide: Finding Hope after Loved Ones Take Their Own Lives,” explores the difficult
aftermath that friends and family experience after a suicide.
April 11th —“Smile Awhile: An Hour of Happy,” explores the mental and physical benefits of smiling and
features a screening of the short film The Honey and Bears.
April 18th —“Amazing Grace,” features an interview with Terri Roberts, the mother of the shooter in the
Amish schoolhouse massacre, who was embraced by the Amish community following the tragedy.
April 25th —“Class Warfare: The Unending Struggle for Equality,” features filmed interviews with three people who
have personally seen and experienced India’s caste system.
May 2nd —“Hey, Good Lookin’: A Healthy Approach to Body Image,” features a filmed interview with artist
Adam Schultz, who sculpts plus-size female figures in bronze and stone. The program also includes advice from
professional counselor Cheryl Eresman.

Now Showing – April 2017

















March Activities

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast

Elementary Youth Group painting Butterflies!

High School Youth Group – Bible Pictionary
David vs. Goliath

Hand Bell Choir

Officers, Board Chairs and Members – being installed

Elementary Youth Group

What great group of kids!

Troop #1517
At the Emerald Coast Science
Center learning about
Robotics and science

