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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

As we begin a New Year I’m reminded of what a wonderful privilege it is to serve you. Thank you!
St. Paul put it this way in Philippians 1:3-5 “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now.”
I have always seen my work here as a partnership. You have been a great partner in the ministry. Some of you
were serving here before I arrived 41 plus years ago and you are still at it! I thank God for your servant hearts.
I can say with the Apostle Paul this about you, “We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 You serve because of your faith in
Christ. You are a blessing to your Savior, your church, and lastly to me.
Over the years I have seen so many of you go through some really difficult times. It has been an
encouragement for me to see you walk by faith and not by sight. For some of you it has been a lesson in
endurance and a test of your faith. But through it all you have been a witness; a light in the darkness. St. Paul
also wrote about this in Romans 1:8 – “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your
faith is proclaimed in all the world.”
Through the years we have grown as a church FAMILY. It shows in how you love one another, pray for one
another, encourage and support one another and care for one another as you carry each other’s burdens. In
Ephesians 1:15-16 St. Paul wrote this to the Christians in Ephesus, “For this reason, because I have heard of
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you.”
Over and over again when you see each other’s needs you respond and rally around them to help – taking
them a meal, visits, checking in on each other, praying for one another, encouraging one another. What a
blessing it is to be in a church that share’s Christ’s love with one another.
I am also very grateful for your generous giving. In 2016 we not only met our budget, but we were able to
send the Southern District an additional $1,300. We have been blessed to be a blessing.
Your giving reminds me of what St. Paul wrote about the Christians in Macedonia, “We want you to know,
brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For
they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord.” (2 Corinthians 8:1-2)
As we begin this new year, I begin by praying what St. Paul prayed in Philippians 1:9-11 “And it is my prayer
that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve
what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”
Gratefully Yours,
Pastor Ray




“If you want a religion to make you feel really comfortable, I certainly don’t recommend
Christianity." - C.S. Lewis
In 1983 American developmental psychologist Howard Gardner proposed a theory of
multiple intelligences. Rather than seeing intelligences as a dominated single general
ability, Gardner’s theory attempts to explain our various aptitudes in a way that would
help educators to empower learners. The theory is just a fancier way of saying people
are good at different things.
Youth Ministry uses a variety of leaning methods to help us take
ownership of our Christian faith and find our place in the mission of
the Church. The purpose of arts and crafts is to stimulate our
creativity; to stretch our limitations; and to indirectly expand faith
into all areas of our lives.
Recently the Senior Youth Group spent time considering the
Jesus’ words, “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me” (John 19:14) using paint as the medium. Many
find painting a challenging task. Some find enjoyment where
others find tediousness. The final product is not as important as is
the process of introspection, after all not everyone is good at this
sort of thing.
Consider for a moment how we witness our faith to one another or how we describe Jesus to others. Further
consider that these paintings are a microcosm of that witness. Some are able to preserve the centrality of the
message while others do not.
Just as in life we can obscure the subject of our witness with our lifestyle choices, our actions, and our words.
We can sabotage ourselves with unreasonable expectations or fear of ridicule, resulting in a willful surrender
to avoid disappointment before we even begin. We can also make a mess of things without those excuses for
no other reason than to rebel.
It is often challenging for us to tell our story of Jesus to others. Challenging or not, we are still called to put
forth our best effort as a witness of His love in our lives. That is enough. It is not our job to paint a masterpiece to win others to Christ. Our job is to do our best with what we are given and let the Holy Spirit do His
work. The burden of perfection is on Christ, and that does make us free to be faithful to do our best.
Grace & Peace,
- Curtis


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM





Don Wharton
at Good Shepherd
Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 6:00 PM
There is no admission charge. A free-will offering will be taken for Don’s ministry.
Since 1979, Don has performed over 3,000 concerts at churches, schools, and
conventions, primarily within the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. For more
information, check out Don’s website at: www.donwharton.com




HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Brian Dailey
Jalil Russell
Selina Dunworth
Bre Ring Anderson
Jill Baughman
Jessica Pytlik
Andrew Humphrey
Weldon Brinkley

2/1
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/7
2/7
2/13
2/15

Dave Larson
Peter Zipfel
Seth Kerstein
Noah Kerstein
Don Haggerty
Marty Bates
Don Hagel

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
2/16
2/22
2/23
2/25
2/26
2/27
2/27

Kelly & Rick Keller

2/14


Join Pastor Ray on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM in the Library for
“This is the Life.” These nine classic TV episodes have been selected
from among dozens produced by Lutheran Television Productions,
during the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s. Viewers will find the subjects and
story lines aren't the stuff of sitcoms or even family-oriented shows
that always went for the happy ending. Here are stories of faithhealing gone awry; a married couple's loss of their daughter; a pastor whose legalism was driving his members
away; the bitter animosity of a father against his daughter's suitor; and more. In the end, each episode has
one thing in common: God reigns through every event in our lives, and it is by faith in His Son -following and
honoring Him- that our lives find their fullest meaning. Starts Tuesday February 7th.




The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast is on Tuesday, February
28th, from 7:00 AM – 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please
come to support our youth and enjoy some good food and
fellowship. Money donated will help with youth projects.


February 26th Voters’ Assembly
Good Shepherd will have its constitutionally-required Voters’ Assembly
immediately after the Late Service on February 26th to elect our Officers, Board
Chairs, and Board members for the next two years.
Please plan to attend this important meeting.





The October Yard Sale raised $3,782. At the January meeting we voted on where the
funds should go. We try to give something to the local congregation, local area,
Southern District, and worldwide needs:

1. $1,000—Properties Committee toward the purchase of a needed shed.
2. $500—Jail/Prison Ministry (Chaplain John Lennon, Okaloosa County Jail)
3. $500—Kitchen Equipment, Camp Restore, Baton Rouge, LCMS Southern District
4. $500—Rev. Chuck & Karen Tessaro, Lutheran Bible Translator in Nigeria as translation consultants.
5. $500—With God’s Little Ones—Rev. Rudy Schaser
6. $250—75th Anniversary Endowment Fund LWML (national)
7. $250—McElroy Fund
Each month we have a story and devotion on one of the national LWML projects voted on at the last (Des
Moines) convention. This month’s devotion was on “Redeeming Life Maternity Home” $100,000. Located in
Sanford, Florida, this crisis pregnancy ministry home was a dream of Rev. DeWitt and his wife for over 25
years. Now a reality as of 2013, it serves women who chose life for their unborn babies but who lack the
resources to live independent healthy lives.
PLEASE NOTE: We voted to change the meeting night from the 3 rd Tuesday to the 3rd Thursday of each month
January, February, March, April, September, October, and November. No meetings in June, July, or August.
Special meetings in May and December. The next meeting will be February 16th at 7 PM. We continue our
study, “Explaining all the Scary Stuff in Revelation,” with Rev. Ken Klaus. We welcome all the ladies of Good
Shepherd to our meetings.
Thanks to all of you who support our card cart project. Dottie Steele reported that all the Christmas cards she
ordered were sold along with the 20 car magnets, “Keep Christ in Christmas.”


The Youth Board will be sponsoring meals prior to Wednesday services
during the Lenten Season, beginning March 1st with Ash Wednesday.
Please watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex if you are willing to donate
food items for the meals. Dinner is served from 5:30 until 6:15 PM.
Join us as we prepare ourselves to remember the death and resurrection
of our Lord, and in that remembrance, may we witness the Gospel of Jesus
which forgives and removes all our sin.





Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide beginning Wednesday,
February 1st in the Education Building/Room #5, until Monday, April 17th.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM




Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
February 7th—“Finding Meaning Every Monday: Secrets to a Satisfying Week,” features a filmed interview with
Brad and Libby Birky, founders of Denver’s SAME Café. The eatery operates on a “pay what you can” pricing
plan and allows the Birkys to pursue their passion for feeding all who are hungry.
February 14th—“Crop Circles: They’re Not What You Think,” features a filmed interview Nancy Talbott, a
leading international crop circle researcher.
February 21st—William Paul Young, best known as the author of “The Shack,” will discuss the difference
between being spiritual and being religious in a filmed interview.
February 28th—“Police Brutality or Necessary Force?” features filmed interviews with a man who was severely
beaten after a routine traffic stop and a police captain who used what was deemed appropriate force—but
resulted in the death of an innocent man.

Now Showing – February 2017

























January Activities
Elementary
Youth Group

High School
Youth Group

The Choir

An evening at
Lifetree Café

Visit from a feathered friend

