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We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Psalm 100

Snoopy Was One Smart Dog.
Snoopy, the dog made famous in Charles Schultz’s Peanuts Comic strips, occasionally visited his cousin Spike
who lived in the California desert. Spike’s sparse desert diet had made him a very skinny dog. Snoopy’s first
question when visiting Spike was, “When does supper come?” He is shocked and dismayed by the reply.
“Supper doesn’t come in the desert. You have to go get it yourself.” Snoopy isn’t used to that kind of life. “Go
get supper…? Phooey! I’m going home where Charlie Brown fills my bowl and feeds me regularly.”
So what is the lesson to be learned? Supper doesn’t come by itself, you have to go get it. God gives us our
daily bread, yet that daily bread is made available through our work.
Work is what Martha was doing when Jesus came to visit her and Mary. We get to eves drop into the
conversation between Jesus and Martha in Luke 10:38-42:
Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha
was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which
will not be taken away from her.”
Jesus says things we don’t expect Him to say. This encounter Jesus praises Mary, sitting quietly at His feet
while admonishing the working Martha, even though she is working for His welfare.
You’ve heard the expression, “Sometimes we are forced to make a choice between the lesser of two evils.” This
was NOT a choice not between the lesser of two evils, instead the choice was between the greater of two goods.
Everyday spend time with Jesus. What a difference it will make throughout your week; hearing, reading, and
studying His Word. You see life from a whole different perspective when you spend time with Jesus. When you
know how deeply you are loved by the God who made you and knows you intimately, when you know that
your sins are forgiven and that God has good plans for you this week and forever, that makes a difference in
your outlook on life. You have a much brighter perspective. It will lift the burdens you carry knowing that your
loving God is at your side, helping you to bear them.
God has indeed called you to serve Him. But you can’t be a good Martha until you’ve first been a Mary who
has refilled and recharged.
Snoopy was one smart dog. Cousin Spike’s counsel was that getting supper totally depends on you. Snoopy
didn’t go for that. He counted on his master to fill his bowl. He knew where he had it good. So do we.
New Year’s Blessings!
Pastor Ray




“Because of our traditions, we've kept our balance for many, many years. Here in
Anatevka, we have traditions for everything: how to sleep, how to eat... how to work...
how to wear clothes.” - Tevye, Fiddler on the Roof
There are people who follow cultural trends to identify issues that have implications for
the church. There are a few items that consistently appear in article after article. The
challenge for us is in reconsidering our methods (traditions) and adapting them to
preserve our mission of proclaiming Christ as Lord and Savior.
Going online is the new default source for information. The paradigm has shifted around us. For years we
relied on making announcements in the bulletin and the newsletter to relay information. This pattern is so
ingrained in us that our habit is to ignore the online world or when we do remember it, it is as an afterthought. What observers are noticing is that almost everyone who shows up at the church door has already
visited the congregation online before-hand. When we ignore the online world, we do so to the detriment of
our mission. The advent and proliferation of smartphones has made the internet even more appealing as the
go-to source for information over and above the traditional channels of bulletins, newsletters, and/or calling.
The death of cash and paper checks is another trend for us to pay attention to. More and more people have
checking accounts using only debit cards without checks. No one writes checks anymore and if you are, you
are in the minority. Plastic has replaced checks and cash like the mobile phone has replaced the house phone.
Like it or not the cashless society has arrived. Our traditional presumption is that Sunday offerings are
received via cash or check only. We have no system in place to accept the currency that people have on them.
Our check and cash de-facto policy has made it harder for people to contribute.
In Matthew 15, the Pharisees and Scribes came to Jesus and asked, “Why do your disciples break the tradition
of the elders?” To which, Jesus reminded them that blindly following traditions is not the same thing as
following God. For what God wants is His name be kept holy, His word taught correctly, sinners brought to
faith, and that we lead Godly lives. Changing our non-liturgical traditions should be easier when we remember
who and what we were called to be.
Grace & Peace,
- Cur†is


High School Youth Group
Meets Sunday evenings 6:00–8:00 PM

Elementary Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays 12 – 1:30 PM




The 2017 Altar Flower Chart is on the bulletin board by the water fountain in
the narthex. Please sign up for the Sundays you would like for 2017. Please
note that after many years, the cost of the altar flowers have increased to
$25 each.




Don Wharton concert scheduled
at Good Shepherd
Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 6:00 PM
There is no admission charge. A free-will offering will be taken for
Don’s ministry. Since 1979, Don has performed over 3,000 concerts at
churches, schools, and conventions, primarily within the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod. For more information, check out Don’s
website at: www.donwharton.com







HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

David Jenzen
Sara Brown
Darrell Bittle
Bill Adams
Marion Russell
Andrea Fooshee
Bill Anderson
Daniel Lawrence
Tiffany Prince
Tom Cox
Roger Riggenbach
Jacob Schwartz
Connie Haney
Christel Austin
Adam Heckmann

Don & Terri Snyder III
Jim & Brenna Owen
Tim & Kim Finn
Roger & Louise Gilman
Vern & Barbara Umholtz

1/3
1/6
1/9
1/10
1/11
1/12
1/16
1/18
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29

1/7
1/8
1/9
1/20
1/29




Join Pastor Ray on
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM
in the Library.
Bring your Bible.

Representatives from AARP are offering free tax aide beginning Wednesday,
February 1st in the Education Building/Room #5, until Monday, April 17th.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM




GIVE & RECEIVE
In the book of Acts, the early church members laid their possessions at the feet
of the apostles and there was not a needy person among them. Good
Shepherd has a family in need and their names are Steve, Brenda and
Isaiah. Did you know there are many ways you can give to the church (for
benefit of the McElroy’s) and receive a benefit yourself. Gifts of retirement
dollars, real estate, and other assets can have significant tax advantages to
you. Some gifts can even result in income back to the recipient, or revert back
to the donor at a later date. Here are a few options for your consideration.
Option A – A pledge to lower income tax brackets by a new administration is also
coming with another proposed change: new limits on itemized deductions,
including charitable deductions. Now is the time to support the ministries and
causes you are passionate about.
Option B – If you are 70 or older and have a retirement account, you could be saving on taxes by making
special qualified contributions directly to charities.
Option C – There are ways to direct gifts of real estate to a charity. Some can even provide income back to
you and help reduce your taxes.
Option D – Not all charitable giving is created equal! Some gifts can be structured to provide the donor additional
income, provide for future income, or even revert back to you or your estate after a certain period of time.
For more information, contact the church office, talk to your financial planner, or contact Cindy Riggenbach or
David Saviola to learn more.
Cindy Riggenbach
Sunshine Financial
(850) 366-8819
ccrigg@gmail.com

David Saviola, ChFC®, FIC
Thrivent Financial
(850) 337-4750
dave.saviola@thrivent.com



Linda Babiak and Nancy Humphrey had the special honor to sing
Handel's Messiah at Carnegie Hall in New York City on Sunday, Nov.
27th. There were about 35 members from the Fort Walton Beach
Community Chorus participating out of 200 international singers and
an orchestra of over 50. Pictured with Nancy and Linda is Jonathan
Griffith, Conductor and Co-founder of Distinguished Concerts
International New York. The performance will be on Facebook for a
year under the title of DCINY Messiah Refreshed.
It was a wonderful blessing!

Nancy Humphrey Jonathan Griffith

Linda Babiak



Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversations about life and faith in a casual coffeehouse-type
setting here at Good Shepherd on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM.
January 3rd—“Be Yourself… Everyone Else Is Taken,” features a filmed interview with Dan Meyer, a
professional sword swallower who holds multiple Guinness World Records.
January 10th—“Playing God: Is Science Going Too Far?”—features a filmed interview with Ron Stoddart, an
adoption attorney and embryo adoption advocate.
January 17th—“Losing a Loved One to Alzheimer’s: A Daughters Dilemma,” features a screening of the awardwinning short film The Isle of Capri, a film documenting the challenges faced by a daughter who lost her
mother to Alzheimer’s.
January 24th—“Why Did I Survive? Questions From Natural Disasters and Other Scrapes with Death,” features a
filmed interview with Rodney and Lillian Smoker who were serving as missionaries in Haiti when the
earthquake occurred.
January 31st—“Confronting Evil: One Man Takes a Stand,” features a filmed interview with Peter Ash, founder
of Under the Same Sun, an organization dedicated to helping people with the genetic condition of albinism
overcome often deadly discrimination.

Now Showing – January 2017
















December Activities
Advent
Services and Meals

Service with
a smile!

“The gloves are for MY protection not yours!”

The Cookie Walk
The Youth Group Jr. (the Little Bits) playing Ga-Ga Ball

2016 Christmas Party!

Peter Zipfel and Adam Heckmann

Delicious Food

Judy Marbry and Friends

The “Little Bits” Christmas Party

The High School Youth Group Christmas Party

